MICHIGAY DEFARTMMNT OF CONSERVATION

Game ULviglon

Raport Ne. 1)24
August 3, 1951

RESULTS OF THE 1951 DANCING GROUND SURVEY

The map on the next page showe the locetlons of activs pralrie chicken and

sharptaill daneing grounds checked this past spring by Dlstriect Game Supervisors, Cusino
and Houghton liake Wildlife Hxperiment Statlons, Seney Federal Wildlife Hefuge men, and
ficld workers on Pittman~Robartson Projeet 37 - R.

As in 1950 roed condltlons were agein peor in the Upper Penineule 1n the early

part of the courtehip season, and slince dancing activity was not late this vear sonme
grounds could not be visited until after the peak of courtship sctivity had passed, In
tho Upper Peninsula the pesk occurred about May 2, in the Lower Peninsula on April 2b,
s Indicated by frequency of hens appearing on dancing grounds,

year (see
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Ths outBstanding changes in distribution of thesme specles as compax;ed to last
Game Divielon Informatlon Circular # 68) ars:

& further reduction in the number of prairie chicken colonles in the
Upper Peninsula, One new colony (3 cocks) was located in Menominee
County tut it is not known whether or not these birds wers there
previously.

The disappearance of prairia chicken colonies in Midland, Montmorancy,
Presque lgla, and Cheboygen counties in the Lower Penlneula,

Newly dlscovered sharptall colonies 1ln southepetarn Antrim and northe
eastern Crawford counties,

The successful establishment of sharpteils (from Alberta) lu Otsego
County and the appeerance of a sharptail dancing ground in Benzie

County where a2 plenting of Alberta birds was made (The Benzle County
introduction may nct be successful due to en apperent lack of hens)

Following is 8 summery of this spring’c Tindings compared ' last spring:

Total Birds Hecorded on All Dancing Grounds Checked
(Number of dancing grounds in parenthesis)

Preirie Chic

Per Cent DNuecreaose

1950 1981 in 1951 -
Uppsr Peninswla . » . . « 71 (10) 26 ( 6) 63 %
Lower Peninsula . . . . 489 (61) 332 (49) 32 %

Totale 560 (71) 358 (55) % %



CHICKEN AND SHARP-TAILED GROUSE DANCING GROUNDS

MICHIGAN

5 grounds

Beaver Island

1951

Heebish Inland

Drommond Ieland
14 grounds
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Sharptalls

Fer flant Nnarensa

1950 + 1951 in 1951

Upper Peninsula .. ... .« BBA4 (83) 870 (95) 2%

Lower Peninsula . . . . 183 (18) 113 _(16) 03
Totals 1,069 (101) 983 (111) S )

Although some of the gzrounde thal were setive in 1950 were not checked this

gpring, this was offeet by tho fzot thst some new grounds (probably ective in previcus
yoars) were locasted in 1951, Using only those depelng grounds or specizl areas checked
in hoth years the resuliing desreascs are very close to those shown &bove,
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General Summary

Prairio chickens sre diseppsaring in the Upper Penlnsule,both on the Seney
Refugs where they wers protected and on the Bullock Rench,which was heavily
unted. In the Soo ares thers ia no indicestion that prairie chickens
survived eny better ou the emall area closed to hunting, There sharptall
coaks end preirle chickeon-gharptzll hybrids were noted deneing with prairia
chickens, Only six small dsncing grounds are koown in the Upper Peninsuls,

In the Lower Feninsula there was nbout a 30 per cent reductlon in prairic
chickens, O8ince there wes =n open sesson only in Mieseaukes County thig

can hardly be nemed as the cesuse. There was & slight decrease in Misseukes
County, but thers was z2leo & considerable decressa in Alpenz and losco
countles, whlla the several colonies in Midland, Montmorency, snd Presgue
Isls counties heve disappesred, The prairie chicken populations in Arenac,
Gladwin, Mecosta, Ogemaw, Oscode and Otsego countles remalned about the
a8me ,

Sharptall populations remained sbout the esame in the Upper Peningule as &

whole., There wes a nptlceable decresse in what was formerly known ag the

Eecancba River Tract (now the Sturgeon River State Forest) and a conslder-
gble incresse op Drummond Island., In the  Sensy Avea there wes & slight

decreese 1n the Bulloek Rapch viclnity while on the adjzeent Seney Refuge

(closed to bird hunting) there was a moderste increase, by contrast, Mogt
other arezs in the Upper Peninsula showed little ~hange.

In the Lower Peninsule & decresse in indicated in the Flicher Arep nowly
opened to hunting last fall but some new dancing grounds were locaiad and
thers ere reports of hirds= ssen in 2 pumber of new sress, indicetipg that
there has been e consideradle gpread in the renge ia recenl years,

On two other arees newly-npsned bto hunting luet fall, Beaver [sland showed
no change while on Neebish Island there wes e decrease.

It shonld be mentioned thet in sreat $het #re subjected to comparefively

heavy lunting pressure, aspecielly where the vicinitles of danelng grounds are hunsed
repestedly, 1t is Iikely that abnoruz] number of cocke are taken, Thls might disrupt
the sex ratlo the following spring eufficiently so that en estlwate of ths population
besed on cocks seen on dancing grounds would be low,



The normal sex ratio of sherpteils 1s believed to be sbout 120 cocks per
100 hena, but cheeks of blrda ghot In fall have shown 2 ratly se high sa 150 cosles
ta 100 hene. HRBroeesive shoobting of meles mipht have accounted Lor some of the do-
cregge noted on such eress &8 the Bulleack Hanch, Neeblsh Isiead, and ths Fleteher
Area, At Fiatoher, however, it ig probable that meny of the sherptails moved out
to ather arees, as ludicated by observallons 1n new localitles,

G. A, Anmann
Game Qraithologliet
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