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~~ita River StatiQn 

Sept. 19th, 1864. 

Dear Friend "Lfbby" 

I will improve a few minutes of the present very 

pleasWlt day by wr1 ting to you. !4e a,re- having a very agreeflble t1.m~ at th,is 

'plaoe now as our duties are nGt heavy and the weather 1s cool enou~h mo that 

we are quite comfortable in raot some nights are 80 eool that I h~ar e~n81d,er-

able eomplaln.t on that aocount. Our Co. ~"l?-lS deta,11ed on the 14th L"'lst. to go on 

a foraging expedition. ~'le wentl by st,earnboat d-own the rlv,er near the vj.eln~ty 

of tbe Ark. River about 1.$ miles f'rom here. e had ~pretty hard clay's work 

but some SpOl·t and obt,e:lned oonsiderable f0l""dge~ 

It 113 a. rough way of <!01ng business but I oe'11ev6 we hB.VIi £4.13 @i,codr1ght 

to what the oOmltry produoes as rebels h~,ve. Be that as it may we haV'e been 

feas t1ng on fresh. meat and potatoes fot' the past thre·e deays a pr1vllege which 

had not been grant.ad to us for mo:nths previous. 

There has been oons1derable exe·l tement in our Regt. during the past two 

days oaused by the fir'Bt f'our companies being mustered out of the service. 

Their time expires on the 25th iust. 'mey dellvered over all their arms 

yesterday artd have just gone on boarq the steamboat which wlll take them to 

Oa1ro. Ir they are fortunate they w1ll eoon meet their rriends at home. 

I can. hardly rea.llze the42nd 1s no mO:r>8 a BeGtt. butit 1s so and all the 

8.ssooia.tlons formed during the past three years will soon be broken up. E. Co. 

ls the next On list tG be mustered out whloh lo~ looked for event will tak() 

pla.oe on the 30th of Oct. aecQrd1ng to our mu~t8r rolls but not from date of' 

servl~e of most of the men. 

I recta. yours of AugUf,)t 21st before we left Norganza and one or Aug. 13th 

last e'Venl:ng. One lZ}ame through v'ery goon the other w-as deta1ned. 

Your desorlptlGn. Of your summer h01De was read. with interest. 

I think ind6ea 1tmust be· a 10'l&fily I>l~ee unleBs a person could be 8Q 
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fully QGcUpled. riS not to thlnk of the surroundings. 

The 11 t t1e t1me $;pel1t at St. Charles did. not afford an @pportunl t1 of 

seeing hut few of the a.nhab1tants. Wha.t few I saw w'er~ mos tl_y emle;rants 

f;rom other etate-s end \'lfare ,as rough speo1~5 of the "genae homo/l as 1s often 

found. ful.?<t we term law 1.s nQt known bu.t each person 1s hi.s own la.wye~ 

and be.oks. \~hat he says with the pistol ~r~td. knife. 

i1'he 8011 1n that vlo1nl'1 l·s PO@l' the lnhab1 tsmts SUbsis,t by ra1s1ng 

et0.o.~ a.nd hunt1ng with the adlilitlon perhap,s of a smell amount of corn. 
yO'U 

1. hGpe W6 will cons1der yOUer-self at 11b~rtY' to as.k til,ll the qu.6stlons 

you wish but you. will certalnly bear one thing ~n m1nQt. that a sold1er 

although he ~ay have trav~led many miles has not the ~ame o~pdrtUn!ty 

of making obser'V,atlons a·a the man who tr~vel,~ f'or pleasure. Believe me 

hOt'ieV'<iU" your 1nqulr"es shall be anf>wered 1:;·0 the "best of my abili ty. 

It takes something, lUre fOl"·ty days 'to reoeive. &)1 answer to a letter r~om 

l'1).eh. therefore I hardly ex~oot to g€t a reply t~ thls hu,t sh"all look 

for tt'10 or three more from you. 

euppos'e you are at hom·e by th1s M.11'Lea:nd perhaps you illal ,se-e our 

people before I do. 

The four oompan1es. befaremeut10ned have gOlle u.p the rlver. they went 

away oheerlng und0uoted.ly ant1cipating a good time. 

M-op1ng this may find you In the enjoyment of health and. the pursuit 

of hap1ness I w1l1 s1gn 

as ever 

You.rs truly 

Leonard 

E. Abbott 


