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More than two thousand Michigen deer have been 1ive-trépneé and
tear-teagged.? Easch one of those deer had inserted in its ear an aluminum
tag besrine s serisl nuvber and the statement, "Hotify Department of Con-
servation, Lensineg." The history of trapvning snd tazgzing operstions dates
back to the winter of 1828-'29, The deeryards of the Upper Peninsuls were
then being siven their first real considerstion by the Game Division., It
wag on one of these winter inspection trips thet I. H, Bartlett and M, C.
Waleman visited the deer trapping operations conducted by the Cleveland-
‘Gliffs Iron Company =t their licenced game ferm on Zrend Ieland, Just off-
|shore from Nunising, It wes there thet Bartlett and Walkeman conceived

the ldea of trapping deer =nd marking them so more could be learned sbout
their movements, the winter and summer range they occupied, the distances
they would travel, disessess, and any informestion that would point to an
pmltimate sound deer herd mansgement program,

The first deer trap to be used by the Depsriment was styled af-
[ter the trsp used on Grend Island. It was a box trap measuring twelve
[feet high, twelve feet long, five feet wide, and was open on the top. One
of these traps was built in s wintering yard nesr Hulberi in Februsry, 192G,
jan& the ssme month one deer was caught., Unfortunstely, the overator was
unfamilizr with tagging methods, and the first deer trapved was relessed
irithout weering an "ear-ring." The following winter, a total of seven deer

|
were trapned, one at Blaney Park, and six at the Hanson Refuge near Grayling.

Such small returns might have been discouraging had not the men sincerely
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felt thst deer could e trapned in greater numbers., Their persistent
efforts were rewsrded the following year.

In the winter of 1930-'31, traps were set up at Hulbert, Blaney
Park, the Hanson Refuge, and the Fletcher swamp in Alpens County. At
two of these loecstions, Hulbert and the Fletcher swamp, considerable ef-
fort was rut forth, =nd the overations were highly successful. "The trap
at Hulbert was opersted sixty-two days during which eighty-seven catches
were made involving twenty-nine different deer, PFrom one to sight box traps
were overated in the Fletcher swamp over = period of seventy-four days.
During the two hundred fifty-five %trep days', one hundred twenty-nine
catches were made, averaging apnroximately one deer ver itrap every two
ﬁays.“l A total of ninety-gsix deer were tagged and released. Some deer
beesme accustomed to the traps snd would return to be caught time after
time.

Although the Grand Island type tranm was catching deer, it had
certalin imperfections which, if eliminated, might improve the trapping
method eand results. J. H. Stephenson, of the Game Division, recognized
these imperfections and assumed the task of deslgning a new trep. As a
result, the standerd live-trap for deer now used in Michigan is the
Stephenson trap; = tight, hox-like affair, four feet high, four feet wide,
and twelve feet long. It has a2 top but no floor. The two drop doors, one
at each end, slide in grooves, are held open by mezns of & rope attached
to a trigger, The trigger is tripred by pressure on a light-gauge wire

stretched across the middle of the trap azbout a foot off the ground. The

1 Live-trepping Michigan Deer - I. H. Bartlett,



trap is not heavy. Two nmen inside the trap can carry it on their shoulders
for chort Aistances, When the doors fsll, the inside of the tran is re-
letively derk, which has 2 ouieting effect on the deer, ¥hen the small
slide door leading to the slatted tagging crate is opened, the trspped door
seldom hesitetes lonz to get throusgh the orening. This trap was used first
st Fletcher swamp in 1931 =nd has proven satisfzctory in Michigan.

With a new =nd better tranm and three winters' experience in lo-
cating trapping sites, running bait lines, and hsndling deer, the "trial
and error" neriod had been survived successfully. Although deer trapving
continued annually, lae) of man-power limited such activities, 3By 1935,
C.0.C. cemps were well established in Michigan, and deer travping was un-
dertaken on e large scsle. Trapping sites, other then those slready men-
tioned, were established at the Cusino Refuge, Schooleraft County, in 1534;
the Iosco Refuze, Iosco County, =2néd Wilderness Stets Park, Emmet County,
in 16325; the Escanaba River Tract, Dickinson County, and Baldwin Creek swamp,
Lake County, in 1936, The United States Forest Service trapped and tagged
deer in the Stiles swamp, Neweyzo County, in 1938, The Biologicel Survey
travped and tagged deer at the Seney Migratory Waterfowl Refuge in 1939,
and the Michigan Dspartment of Conservation operated treps the same year
at the Lunden Refuge in Montmorency County and Flynn Valley in Oscodsa
County. Travs were operated by the Michigan Devsrtment of Conservation
personnel on Druamond Island during February and March of 1GU41,

The man-powar provided by C.C.C. camps mede possible extensive
trapping and tagsing overations, but now (19%1) meny camps have been dis-
continued, thereby terminating some travping activities. Other trapping
sites were temporary for one or two winters, and other sites were sbandoned

becouse of small numbers of deer csught =nd tageed. Fortunately, there lave



been C.C;C. ecemps nenr the Hanson Refuge snd at Cusino so that the trapning
in these locations hes continued since it was initiated. When those two
cemps are closed, the deer trepping snd tagging will probebly return to its
Tormer level of relatively few deer caught snd tasged. During the ten yeers
of trappinz at the Henson Refuge =nd the six years at Cusino, many interest-

inz things have occurred.

Trepping at the Henson Refuge

Late in the day of January 14, 1630, Gsme Ares Manager Otto Failing
made the final adjustments on the first deer trap to be used at the Hanson
Refuge. The big, Grand Island type trep stood on the edge of a deerysrd
from which most of the browse had been eaten. Cold, gray, storm clouds
were rolling, and the temperature was low, the kind of weather that makes
animsls hunery, As Fsiling scattered his bait of clover snéd 2lfslfa hay in
front of the trap, he wondered if any deer would be foolish enouzh %to go in-
to that barn-like affzir and get cauneght.

On his way to the trsp, the next morning, the anticipation Feiling
felt wes as keen as that of = deer hunter on the first dark, snowy morning
of season. Sure enough, the trap door was down. He thumned the side of
the trap; something moved. A meek through a knot-hole revealed a nature
buck inside. The satisfaction wes 2 warm feeling, but it soon gsve way to
cold consternation. The deer would not go into the tagzing crats. The
deer was not at fault; he could st leach 5edﬁhe sky in the top-less trap,
but the tagging crate door was a small, dark hole., Otto rapped the side of
the trap, he noked with a stick, dut the deer faced him and fought. He next
elimbed the trap and wesved his coat and threw sticks, but the deer was more

interested in Otto than snything else. After nearly = day of trying one new



scheme after another, he got the deer into the tagging crate. Another ob-
jective resched, hut to tag this first deer was asnother job. It cost Otto

2 bruised arm =nd several skinned fingere besides a lot of menly self-control.,
The tag fell out of the pincers, the pincers fell in the snow, the deer got
out of his grip, =znd Otto became more angry, but finelly clamped tag number
76 in the buck's right esr, Both parties were very much relieved when the
sc:ffling was over, Wken the door of the crate finally swung open the deer
made seversl jumps out into the snow, loocked sround for bearings, and raced
for the shelter of the swamp. TFive more deer were trazpned that winter, and
each wes nesrly a8 much a problem as the firet., Otto held two of the deer
two days trying to get them into the taggint crate and finslly sfter exhaust-
ing 21l of his newly learned tricks, had to let them go without tags.

o more was seen or heerd of this firet buck tezeged for nearly
two yezrs, One dsy, after tle 1931 deer hunting sesson, a letter was re-
ceived in the Lensing office of the Conservetion Pepartment seying that Mr,
E., J. Kennedy of Elk Rapids, lichigan, bad sho® = deer near the Henson Re-
fuge with an gluminum teg in its ear besring the number séventy—six. There
wzs Failing's first trapped deer, a fine hunting trophy, weighinz one hundred-
forty-eight pounds dressed, and carrying six-point antlers,

For two winters, Failing operazted the deer trap alone. It proved
to be a strenous dsily Jjob, 2nd made much more difficult when five new
Stephenson traps were set up., On Saturdays and on vscaticns from school,
Ctto's boys helped him with the work., There were itraps to set, bait lines
to run, ané deer to be teaszsed, 2ll performed =t o place four miles from home
in the dead of winter, when movements are restricted by cold, snow, snd kesvy

clothing. It wes not with regret that trevping activities were discontinued



during the winter of 1933 and 1834, These two semsons were mild snd the
dear did not yerd but remained scattered over part of the summer range where
they found sufficient food.

The news was out that there was to be a C.C.C. camm located nearby,
This wee Jjust the chance thet Geme Division men had hoped for -- it would
nean an opportunity to trap deer at "Hanson" on & larger scale. 4t about
the same time as the arrival of the camp, winter deer losses from starvation
were becoming more acute. This fact favored the work inasmuch 2s there was
gome public opposition to the idea of trapping. For three winters, 1936, '38,
snd '40, deer were trapped =nd released in other arezs with the help of the
new C,C.C. camp, One hundred =nd one deer were trapped snd tegged in 193€.
Bighty of them wers relessed in other locslities; twenty-six in the Butterfield
swamp in Roscommon County, snd fifty-four in the North Manistee swamp in
Kalkosks County. The remainder of the deer were relesced at the trepping site
on the west side of Lake Mercrethe near Grayling, The first plece of release
was about sixteen miles distent; the North Menistee swemp wss sbout ten miles
avey. Many of those released at the treavs were pregnant does caught late in
the winter snd it was considered nnwise to subject them to extra handling,
In 1528, forty-nine deer were sgain relezsed in Roscommon County, forty-two
in Kelkasks County, snd four st the trapping site., All other deer tsgged,
one hundred fifty-nine, were transferred to ¥alkssks County. The totsl plant-
inz of two hundred fifty-five deer to date in the North lMenistee vard has
heen sufficiently large en that revorts of many tegged deer have been turned
in by hunters. Returns from other relesses heve alsc been received, but

heave been too few and scattered to revesl any significent information.



The deer tagzzing and trapping setivities In Michigan had, by this
time, become known in many other states. The Virginia Commission of Game
end Inland Fisheries, in 1978, expressed a desire to purchase & small num-
ber of deer from lichigzen. Fifty-four deer were trapped in 1S3G at the
E=anson Refuge where starvetion becsuse of winter food shorteges was nre-
valent znd sent by truck and express to 2 state where food was more plentl-
ful and winters less severe., In 1941, the states of Virginis, West Virginia,
and Tennessee sent in regueste for Michigen deer. Agreements were reached
with the local peovle in the vicinity of the Hanson Refuge and fifty-two
deer were sent to West Virginie, twenty-seven to Tennessee, and fifty to
Virginie. All expenses incurred were pald by the states receiving the deer.
The deer ceught and trapped, other than those shipped, were released st the
trapping site.

ince the beginninz of trevping activities at the Hanson Refuge,
there have been six hundred and seven deer csught and tezzed. In addition
to this number, one hundred ninety-four re-cetches (re-cstches of deer nre-
viously taszed) were made., The re-cateh records ren particularly hizh in 1936
when one hundred and seven were made in = totel of twe hundred =nd eight deer
trapned. In other words, nearly one of every two deer causht wee a deer
caught more than once. One very commendsble record was the small number of
cesuslties, Fifteen deer, or one out of every forty, figured as a casualty

frem tranping end hendling,

Cusino Troovpins Activities

When trepping and tagging sctivities were initiated at Cusino,

the winter of 1234-25, the treps end trepping technique had been memsursbly



improved. Also, there was 2 C.C.C. camp at Cusino from which came the help
to set up and operate traps. This situation, 2s compared to the early trap-
ring days at the Hanson Refuge, brought about more positive results in num-
bers of deer trepped snd tagged., The first winter, which wes mild, ended
with a totel of fifty individusl deer tagsed. Winter wea'her in 1926 was
perticularly severe and the deer yarded "tight," With the deer in rather
a compact herd in the Cusino swamp, trapping success rose sharply and & to-
tzl of ninety-nine deer were tagged, The number of re-catches wass also kigh,
one hundred-sixty as compared %o ninety-two the previous year. The re-cstiches,
=1though non-profitable from the stsndpoint of deer tegged, were comparative
indicetions of deer movements during oven =nd severe winters, Deer tend to
remein scattered during mild winters as they are sble to travel eazsier in
their search for food. The winters of heavy snow restrict the movements of
the deer to the swamms where snow seldom drifts or erusts and there they re-
mein until conditions are right for disperszl movenments,

Blaine Brannon beceme the resident Game Area Superintendent at
Cusino in 1936, and he assumed direction of the trapping job for the Game
Division. Brennon is one of those individusls endowed with & 'seventh sense"
when he is workings with animesls, and he is especislly adept when deer zre
concerned, He is z keen cbserver in the field, and his knowledge and ex-
verience were readily adepted to this new job, One important technique in
trapping that Blaine devised was the long bait line. It was often necessary
to attract more deer to the trapping site from other parts of the swamp, and
it was by means of the long bait line that they were brought in. A bzle of
hay wes losded on 2 toboggen snd heuvled by two men on snowshoes into other

perts of the swamp vhere deer were steying. The bsle was broken open and
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the hay was scattered along the back-track by handfuls sbout every eight

or ten feet, In this way, the bzait line wes I%;gg hzlf the distence back
to the trapping site. The next day the men started at the near end of the
bait line and sgain, nelf the distance back to the trapping site was baited.
Usually, by the third déay, the bait line was run %o the trap site, Al-
though tle deer sround the traps sometimes fed out, or away from the traps,
on the bait line, there ususlly was little hay left, and they did not go
fer. The new deer were then close enough to the trapping site to remain

5

in the vieinity with only a handful of hay st each end of the traps and some
wrarmed around the trigger wire to hold them, Bait lines were run for dis-
tances of a mile or more in this way with good results. This technique
nroved of walue seversl times,

In 1937, =2dditional demands were made of the trepners for a sup-
ply of deer needed at the newly initiated desr feeding experiments at Cusino.,
Sixty bucks, does, snd fawng were needed and many of them were taken during
the live-trarping operations, These deer were put into corrals 50 x 100 ft,
and one-acre browse nlots for food consumption and nutritionsl studies.
Again, those irksome re-catches in the tagging operations proved worthwhile,
The well-fed deer.in the corrzls, which were weirshed regularly, showed bpro-
gressive weight losses édurins the winter. Some anxiety wes felt asbout this
chenge until it was discovered from the re-catch records that well-fed wild
deer alsec showed = winter weight losgs, The trepned deer were weished esch
time they were hendled, and the records showed that the loss of weight in
winter was a nstural occurrence.

Deer trapping snd tageginz went on smoothly for two yvears, then

ceme orders to trap and ship deer to Virginia, The residents near Cusino



end in Munising did not approve of sending deer out of the area, They

finally agreed that fifty-five does and fawns removed from the Cusino swamp
would not harm the hunting, nor decrease the herd too much, There was con-
siderable detailed work in arranging for trucks, shipping schedules, and
cering for the deer held over from one shipment to the next., The shipping
schedules and routes were finally decided upon but ice floes jammed the
Straits of Mackinze, thus necessitating detours through Wisconsin and Illinois,
It was hard, worrisome work that winter, but the deer were delivered in the
South without loss.

Brannon beceme involved with nther work, and supervision of the
deer tranping was turned over to Ford Xellum, who hes since been in charge.
This wee not particularly new work to Kellum, as he had been managing the
deer feedins exneriments neesrdby, snd he was ouite familisr with the trapping
methods, Brannon and Xellun, working together, devised a method of shivping
deer loose on the trucks rather than one to a crate, which took up so much
roon., A large tarpaulin was placed over the truck body, hay put on the floor
for beddinz, =nd the deer put in loose throush a nerrow door in the tsil-gate,
This system worked very well, The deer would lie down after the truck was
in motion, znd it was probably more comfortable than in s narrow crate. On
tie trip, the deer soon azdjusted themselves to traveling by truck and readily
drank from = pail of water offered to them by the drivers,

Barly in the trapping season, before some of the mature bucks
had lost their antlers, they very effectively used them in breaking out
of the traps. Light showing through smell cracks a2t the edges of the slidin.
door was the cue for a bresk for freedom, and they sometiges smashed through

the doors and got away. The snow denths in the swamm ranged from two to six

feet, and many times the C.C.C. boys on snowshoes would be able to run deer



- 131 -

down and cetch them by hand, The deer caught by hend were usually fawns
that had lost weigzht and were unable to meneuver in the deep snow. The
weak ones were brought in t» the "deer hospital" where the boys nursed
them bzek t- health, The dead deer that were found were brought in for
autopsies for informztion. While working in the swamp, the boys usually
noted predator tracks, which were mostly coyote and bobcat, snd repar ted
them to Brannon who often staged predator hunts,

There have been msny hunters' reports received on deer trapped
and tagged at Cusino. When the kill reports were "spotted” on a map of the
genersl srea, meny significant things were revealed., The extent of a sum-
mer rauge began to show certain limitg; vearly oceccupation of the same winter
range is apparently habitusl with deer, and there are other interesting and

valuable results of the trapning which ¢an now be summarized.

Some results from trapnine and tagsing deer.

The story of deer trapping and tegzing at the Hanson Refuge and
2zt Cusino has been t0ld so thst those who 2re interested in Conservation
Devartment activities will know something of this rartieunlsr job. Very
likely, wou sare nct only interested in the Job but also its outcome. One
of the results of ear-tapgging has bsen the great amount of interest exhib-
ited by hunters who h=ave chot = deer wearings an esr tag, There sre scoreg
of letters in the Lensiag office reporting tagged deer, most »f them from
Michigan hunters. There is a letter from 2 man in Detroit who zot his tag-
ced buck in Schooleraft Couunty. Another report came from e Port Huron hunter.
A woman from Greyling reported her buck was ear-tagged. One man, from

Chicago, Illinois, shot a buck in Chirpewa County an? did not notice the teg
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until he had resched Traverce City on his way home. The cooperation of
the deer hunters who have found e2ar tegs has been just as important as
trepping the deer for tagsing.

Bvery tagged deer ie represented by & card in a permsnent file
in Lansinz., All such pertinent Informetion ss sex, age, size, tag number,
and death record are placejon the card. 3By tabulation and snalysis of the
informetion on these cards, some revealing datz sre found.

It hes been the contentlon of some peonle that the sex ratio
of the annual fawn crop has been out of balance. Others have maintained
that nature keeps the gcales from tipping seriously either way, Others
shrugezed their shoulders, and the argument weat on. There have bren four
hundred-thirty fawns tramped at the Hanson Refuge and four hundred-eighty
fawns at Cusino, At the Hanson Refuge, there wers two hundred-four mele
fawns handled as commareé to two hundred twentr-six female fawns. At
Cusino, the number of buck =2nd doe fawns handled wes equal, two hundred
forty each, Those are the figures; they do not claim to settle a good argu-
ment. The sex ratio figuree on meture deer show that more does than bucks
were handled at each traprning site. At the Fanson Refuge, the does out-
nuribered the hucks four to one, while at Cusino, it was one buck to slightly
more than two does. The inequalities of the buck-doe ratio are probably
partly explained by 20 yesrs of buck hunting., At the Hanson Refuge, whers
there were two more does per buek trz ped then at Cusino, the deer kill
rer square mile in hunting sesson since 1335 has been about twice =s great
as st Cusino. A1l this informetion has led to a better kmowledge of deer

herd commosition, Auother significant figure is the ratio between adult



deer and fawns, At both trapning sites there wes a fraction better than
two fawns trepped for every adult deer hsndled. This seems to indicate
thet hunting and other losses do not immair the reproductive capacity of
the herds. The food conditions snd stervation losses in the swamps where
these deer were caught show that not enough of the deer are beinc removed.
The lnowledge of range reocuirements of deer has been added to
from the trepping and tegesing sctivities, In the first place, and within
certain limits, the records show thet deer apparently heve ahoming" sense.
That is, they tend to use the ssme general swamer renge end will return to
the seme winter range regularly. A deer with tag 108U was trepved at the
Hanson Refuge and relezssd in Kallaska County ten miles sway. The same
deer wag caught two vears later hack at the original tremping site. Deer
2219 had o chronic case of homesiclkness, This deer was trapped in 1938 at
the Hanson Refuse and relessed 16 miles south in RoscommonCounty. It was
caught agein in 183G back 2% the Hanson Refuge and trucked baek to the same
swamp in Roscommon County. Zight deys later it was recaught back in the same
trap., Por the third time it was sent beack to Roscommon County. When this deer
showed w in the Hanson traps in 1540, it was sent to Kalkasks County snd has
not been heard of since. This deer had mede three sixteen-mile return trips
from where it was released back to the place where it was caught. At Cusino
there have been many re-catches, but the most notable wese “he deer that was
trapned fifty different times in three months,
Another indication of deer showing 2 tendency to return "home" is
rictured in the hunters’ revmorts, Twenty-two deer relezased in Kalkaska

County from the Hanson Refuze have been recovered by hunters, By spotting



those reports on 2 map of the ares, a definite drift from the point of re-
lease to the original trapping site is spparent, The fawns apparently
found no difficulty in returning ten miles to "home,"™ but there are no
reports of their returning for distances grester than thst. Deer trapped
at the Fletcher swamp in Alpens County vere transferred and released at
distances of esight, twentv-two, forty-five, and sixty-five miles from the
trapping site. "Deer transferred snd released more then itwenty miles from
vhere they were czught seem to be in strznge country and show no tendency
to drift in the direction of 'home,' but will syverently scatter in sny
direction, "t

With the advent of the snring break-up and easier travel, the deer
start moving away fronm the yarding srea into the sumuer rsnge. The extent
of the summer range hes been a subject open to argument which the tegeing
returns do not settle conclusively, UNevertheless, fthe sumuer renge limits
which the tagsing returns indicate are worthwhile mentioning because they
are the best and only ones obtainsble. It was found that eighty-two ner cent,
or thirty-two deer of the thirty-nine shot in the Cusino District, were within
an srea sbout sixteen miles from the trapping site. Considering that tagzged
deer have shown they retura rather consisently to the ssme winter range each
vear, then it sesms s=fe to assume that, in this case, the srea sixteen miles
cut from the trapping site constitutes the principsl summer range, As more
returns sre received, the more conclusive will be the evidence.

Thus was the deer trapping and tagzging ides conceived, »ut o use,
and »roduced some valusble information., Deer herd composition, extent of
renge, "homing" instinct, sre all basic factors on which a thoroush mansgement
nrogram denend.

= Live Trapping Whitetail Deer - I, H. Bartlett.
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