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More than two thousand Y!ichir,e.n deer h?.Ve been li ve -trf'!pTJed and 

nea r - te.F,ged. 11 Each one of those deer had inserted in its e8.r ?.n a luminum 

tag beG.ring f. serie.l nu.:uber a.nd the statement, "l~otify Dep'i.'rtment of Con-

serve.tion, Lansing. 11 The hi3tory of trappinF, a ncl tag.ging OIJer?tions dates 

back to t1:e Hinter of 1S28- 129. The deerya~ds :;, f the Upper Peninsula verE' 

then beinf: :"'iven their first real conside~?tion by the Ge.L'le Division. It 

Ha s on :me of th~se \olinter inspect ion t rips th~.t I. H. Bartlett and £.-I. C. 

"~kem.an visited. th~ deE'r t~A.nping orerP.tions c onducted by the Cleveland-

Cllff s I ron Co~~ny c-.t their licenced. e;a.me f e r m on Gr?nd I s l;:.nd, just off -

shore fro r:1 l>:mtising. It ,.,a s t here t hat B?rtlett and i'ie.;.:,.,man conceived 

t he i d.ea of t ra:ppinr, deer s>nd mA.rkinf them so mo r e could be learned about 

their movements, th€' \vinter ~.nd sunner r ange they occupied, the dista nces 

they ,.,ould tr.~wel , clise~se- s , P.nd an;r inforr!lf'.tion that \'lould -point to an 

llt :.~:J.i'lt e sound deer herd management prog r e.m. 

'!'he first deer tr,'='.-p to be used. r)y the Dep,::~.rtment wa.s styled ~-f-

ter the tr2.p used on Gr "-nd. Isla11d. It was a box tre.p measuring twelve 

feet hiGh, h felve feet 1ong, five feet \dele, e.nd \'1as o-pen on the top. One 

of these trf.ps Ha.s built in a. "Vrintering yard nee.r Hulbert in FebrWl.ry, 1929, 

tB-nd t he sa me :nonth one deer \la s ce.ught . unfortunately, the o-perator 'tras 

r familia r with tagging nethods, end t he first dee" trapped ,,.. relee.sed 

1i thout He~.ring a.n "ea r-ring ." ~he following winter, a tot~l of seven d.eer 

,.,ere tra!_)!Jed, one e.t :Blaney Pa.rk, a nd six 8 t t he Hanson Refuge nea r Grayling. 

uch small r eturns might have b een disc~uraeing had not the men sincerely 
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felt the t deer could oe trapped in gre?.ter numbers. Their persistent 

efforts were re1:1arded. t he follo'tling year. 

In t he winter of 1930- 13i, tr?.~s were set up a t Hulbert, Blaney 

Park, the H~nson Refuee , e.nd the Fl<?.tcher s'"a m:p in Alpenl?~ County. At 

hto of t hese loc'='.tions, Hulbert a nd the Fletcher swa.mp , consider~'ble ef­

f ort 1:1as !JUt forth, ?ncl the o:oerations vere> hir,hly succecsful. 11The trap 

at Hulbert \1as operP.ted sixty-two d.<~ys during 1:1hich eighty- s even ce.tche'fl 

\·rere ma.C!.e invol vin.g h1enty-nine different C!.eer. From one to eit;ht 'box trRps 

.,.,ere o:oerated in the Fletcher swa.rnp over e. period. of seventy- four days. 

During t he tHo hundred fift~r-fivP. ' trP.:p d8.ys 1 , one hUl"ldred h•enty-nine 

catches were made, avE'!re~ging a.p'!)roximately one deer jler trap eve r y t 'tlO 

days . nl A total of ninety-six deer were tagged and rele?.sed. Sor~e deer 

bec?me accu£.tomed to the tr:ocps s.nd. \•lould return to be caught time after 

ti:ne. 

Although t!1e Grand Island type tra.:p •.va.s catchinr. deer, it had 

certain imperfections 'vthich, if elimina.te<l, mic;ht improve the traTlping 

r'lethod ~?.nd r esults. J. H. Stephenson, of the Game Division, recogn:zed 

these inperfections P.n(!. assumed tbe tA.sk of desie;nin;: ~- ne~rr trP..p . As a 

result, the stande.rd live-tr~p for deer now use d in Hichir.;an i s the 

Stephenson tr~.::o; a. tie,ht, box- like a ff?..ir, f our feet hir,h, four feet wide, 

a nd. t'\.Telve feet lonr. I t has a top but no floor . The t\-.ro drop doors, one 

a t each end, slid.e t n grooves, a.re held open 'b~r 1~ea.ns of a rope a ttached 

to a trigger. The trir,ger is tri-pped. 'b~r pressure on a lieht - r;auee wire 

stretched across the mid~le of t he trap about a foot off the ground. The 

1 Live-trG..p:!,)inf, t.Jichie:an Deer - I. li. 'Bartlett. 
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trap is not he1:1.vy . TY-ro "1en inside the trP.p can carry it on their shoulders 

for ohort dist~.nces . When the doors fP..ll, the inside of the t r A:p is re-

18tively dP.rk, 1.o1hich hP.s a nuietinr, effect on the deer. ~·:11en the small 

slide door le~>dinr> t o the slatted. ttt.e:~int: crete is o-pt>ned, th~> tre'!)ped door 

seldo::~ !lesitP.tE>s lon?, to r,At t h.roUP'h the o~eninc;. '!'his trap \-ras used first 

t:-t Fletcher svrAmp in 1931 ~nd has -proven satisfactory in l-1ichig1"...n. 

With a ne1:1 ?.nd better tran and three winters 1 experience i n l o ­

cating trap-pine; sites, runninE; b<dt lines, and h?.ncllinr, deer, the 11 trial 

""nd error" !'leriod r..ad been survived successfully. Although deer tre.pping 

continued e.nnur.lly , lac~- of man-pol-rer limited such ?.ctivities. By 1935 , 

C. C. C. ce.:J_ps uer ':' 1·•ell established in Michir,an, ~;nd deer tra}')ping 1.-1as un­

dertaken on e. lF~ rge scale. Tranping sitP-s, oth~r thPn those F·lrea.dy men­

tioned, v•er!• estnblished at the Cusino !{p-+'uee, sc::.oolcraft County, i n 1934: 

the Iosco Refuee, Iosco County, ~nC.. i-filderness St~te Par":, :Sn.r:le t County, 

in 1~35 : the Escanaba River Tract, Dickinson County, Pnd Baldwin Creek swamp, 

Lake Co\Ulty, in 1936. The United Stn.tes Forest Service trapped a nd tac;ged 

deer in the Stiles swamp, ~1e.,.re.y1:,o Co\Ulty, in 1938. The Biolo~ical Survey 

tr?.?:.Oed e.nd t.?.{~ged deer B.t the Seney Migrator y Waterfovl Refuge in 1939 , 

and the !.Uchir,an :hpart::~ent of Cor:.cervation opera ted treps the sa.me year 

at t he LunC:en Refuge in i-:ontmorency County and Flynn V:..lle:r in Oscoda 

County. ':'r aps were oper a ted by the ~f;ichig~.n DeJ)!'!.rtrnent of Conser va tion 

iJer zonnel on Drurnnond I sland d.uring Februe.ry and March of 1S41. 

The ma.n- pov1er -provided by C. C. C. ca.m:';)s made possible extensive 

trap:pin{:; and tat:dng operations, but no1:1 (19hl) many camps have been dis­

continued, thPreby terminatinf, some trapping activities. Oi;her trapping 

sites were tempor"'.ry for one or h!O ':dnter s , and other sites were ~.bandoned 

becouse of SJ!l!\11 number s of deer CPW_;,ht e nd tar-:r.ed. Fortunately, th~re l..£'ve 
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been c. C. C. CP.m-,s ner·.r the Hanson Ref·v~e e..nd e.t Cusino so tl'-.e".t the trap!)ing 

in these l ocf!l.tions hl'l.s continued since it was initi!'.teC.. ',f!'len those two 

r Clo ""a.' t'ne c~ eer tr~. '!'"'·in~~ ~.nd ta1o:.«:i n.<':_~ vri 11 ~.,ro ba.bly ret urn to its C?.llTp S <'- e Sr. t .1. ,.. J: _ ,t...., 

former level of relA.tively fe\'11 cleer cc:ught and. ta.sged. During the ten :.rears 

f t · t ... , u neon Refll."'_-e "' ... nd t1•e s'x v .. -ear ... ., ~.t Cusino, w.9.nY interest -a rapp~nt:S [-!, vne .18,. v <~ ' - ... - • 

inc; thinr,s ha.ve occurred. 

Tre.p-oinr, at the He.nson Refuge 

Late in the d?.;)7 of J~nu..':lr;y 14, 1930, Game Area Mana,eer Otto Failing 

mP.oe the fi:Ml A.cl.just!'11?nts on the first d.eer trap to be used at the ¥.anson 

:tefuge. The big, Grf\.nd Isll'l.nd t;rpe trc.p stood on the edge of .!'! deerye.rd 

from \•Thich most of the browse had been ea.ten. Cold, gray, storm clouds 

were rollin:;, e.nd the temperature \l?. s lo~t1, the kind of \•Jeather that makes 

animals hun,:ry. As ]';:;.iling scat t ered his beit of clover end a.lf1".lfa. hay in 

front of the trap, he Nondered if any deP-r would be foolish enough to go in-

to that b?.rn-like dff-s.ir e.nd £;et c;:;;u,q;ht. 

On his vt8.y to the tre.p, :.he next norning, the e.nticipa.tion F~i lin{'; 

felt '!Jms a.s keen as tmt of a deer h\mter on the first d?.rk, snow7 mornirrr, 

of sef"l son. Sure enoUf~h, the trap door \·n•s d.ovm. He thum71ed the side of 

the trl'l.!J; sor.1ethinr~ moved. A ')eek throueh a knot-hole revealed e<. nature 

buci::: inside. Tr.e st:.tisfo?.ction \1P.s P.. \>!arm feeling, but i t soon g<= ve we.y to 

cold consternt=• tion. The deer '1-rould not go into "r.e ta{';,-inr; crate . The 

deer \•!~:' s not ~t fA.ult; he cot:.ld <J,t ler.. r t se~the sky in the top-less trr~l), 

but the tagr;in:e; cre.te door H?.S 1';, sm?.ll, dr>.rk hole . Otto rar1ped the side of 

t::e tra:n, !le uoked wi th a stick, '0ut the deer fa.ced him and :on,eht. He next 

climbed the trP..T' t:>.nd ':!PVE'd his coat e..nd threw sticks, but tr.e deer ~t!as more 

interested in Otto th9n anything else. After nea.rl;v ? r~P-Y of tr::ing one new 
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scheme after another, he got the deer into the t~ggine cr~te. Another ob­

jective re~.ched, but to te.g this first deer was anothe r job. It cost Otto 

a bruised arm And several skinned fingers besides a lot of manly self-controL. 

rrhe ta.e fell OUt of the pincers, the :pincers fell in the SDO\>!, the deer eot 

o1: t of his erip, e.nd Otto bec1Ul1e more e.ngry, but finally cla.l!l?ed ta& number 

76 in the buc1:1 s right ear. Both parties viere very much relieved when the 

sc·..ffling ~rras over. 1,'/!:.en the door of tne crate fin&ll:r s.,.rung open the deer 

L'18.de severel jUJ!l;JS out into the sno.._.,, looked F.round for bea.rin~;s, and ra.ced 

for tl:.e shelter of the swe..rm:~. Five :1ore deer were trf',F'ed. thc.t winter, and 

e?..ch ues nea.rl~r A. S ;1uc~ a 1)roblem &s the first. Otto l~eld two of the deer 

tvo d.R~'s trying to r;et t ::em into the tagging crate a.nd. finally a.fter exh.s.ust­

ing all of his newl~r le8.rned tricks, :t~.d to let then ~;o v1ithout tags. 

Uo more u~.s see!l or hee.rd of this first buck tE>,sged for nearly 

t\•10 :;e-"'.~ ::J . One ds.y, ~.fter tr ... e 1931 deer huutinc se~ son , s. letter '.<~e.s re­

ceived in. the L~.nsine office of the Conserva.tion Dennrtment se.yinr that Mr. 

E . J. Kennedy of Elk RPpids, !Uchignn, had sho~ a deer near the HP.nson llP-­

fuge '<T.i th a n e.luminum teg in its ear bea r in{; the m.unber seventy-six. There 

..,.,P. s Fe.iling 1 :;, first tre.pped deer, a fine hunting trophy, weiGhing one hundred­

forty-eight pounds dressed, and ca.rrying six-point antlers. 

For hro \·Tinters, Failing operated the deer trap alone. It proved 

to be a s trenous de.ily job, ?..nd made much more difficult .'lfrhen five new 

Stephenson traps were set up. On Saturdays and on ve.cations from school, 

Otto 1 s boys helped him ~dth the work. There 11rere tra.ps to set, be.it lines 

to run, ?.nC. deer to be t~.ge;ed, ~-11 perforneC. ?.t a place four miles from home 

in the dead of \·linter, 1:ehen movements are restricted by cold, snO\•I, e.nd hee.vy 

clothine;. It ,.,e,s not 'r!ith recret tha.t tre:oy!ing activ!.ties were discontinued 
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during t he winter of 1933 and. 1934. These t\'lO see.sons 'rrere mild e.nd the 

de0r di d not ye.rd but r ern8ined scattered over pP..rt of the stU'Il!ler r e.nee \<there 

the~: found syl.fficient food .• 

The ne'<IS ,,,., s out that there \II? s to be e. C. C. C. cr,.!!J!l locP.ted ne?.rby. 

This "~Jte. s just the c:C .. ance that GeJ!le Division men had hoped for it would 

~ean an opportunity t o tra::> deer ~:.t "F.anson11 on a larc;er scale. At about 

the s£-.me time a s tl:.e c-.rr ival of the ca.'!!!>, winter deer losses frohl starva.tion 

were becoming more a.cute . This fe.ct favored the v-rork inasmuch c-.s therP vms 

son:e public opposition to the itlee. of trapping. For three VI inters, 1936, 133, 

c-.nd •4o, deer ,.,ere trapped 2.nd r elea.sed in other areas "'i th the help of the 

new C. C. C. CP!:lp, One h\mdred .::.nd. one deer were trapped e.nd tagged in 1936. 

Eigr .. ty of t hem "'ere relee.sed in other localities; h•enty-six' in the But terfield 

s\·n:.J~P in Ro scor:~mon County, e.nd fifty-four in the Uortr. Nani stee swamp in 

Kft.lkE~.sl!::e. County . The r emainder of the deer \·rere relee.sed at the tre.nping site 

on the \·rest side of Lpke l.vip,r r,rethe near Gra.~·ling. 'Z'Le first '!Jle.ce of relee.se 

t'las ?.bout sixteen miles C.istant; the 1·-:-orth ~~a..nistee Sl:.'?..rnr t·r~.s about ten miles 

a•"lfe.y, Many of those rele~.seC. e.t the tr::;~s \vere 1:r egna nt does caueht l at e in 

t :he "!inter a.nCi it \o!as c onsidered l..IDV!i se to subject thlf'm to extrfl !m.ndling. 

In 1938, forty-nine deer \·:ere again rele~sed i n Roscoml':'lOn County, forty-tvJO 

in K~.lkaslr..e. County, z.nd. four G.t t!ce trP.:pping site, All other C.eer t~.ege d, 

one hundred f ifty-nine, ':!ere tr:msferred to K~.lkas¥-.2. Co1L11ty. The totA.l -pl ant ­

inss of t \·Jo huno.red fifty-five deer to date in t he 11orth r.lf'.nistee ~-e.rd has 

been sufficiently l arge so that reports of !!lany tagged deer r.ave been turned 

in by hunters . :?.et1.1rns from other rele~ses :have !:"ylso been received, but 

r~.ve been too ffi'".' ~nc. sc8.ttered to revet?.l e.ny significe.nt information. 
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The deer tep:;Ging a.nd tre.pping a.ctivities in Hichi,;f'n :b .. ftd, by t1·.is 

time , become kno\m in many ot!ler st.e.tes. The Virt:;inie Co!:lll1ission of Game 

r.nd I nland Fisr.eries, in 1538, expressed a desire to purchase e. sma.ll num­

ber of deer from J:ichir;en. Fifty- fom· ceer \·:ere trsrmeC. i~ 1939 at the 

F..e..nson Refuge Hhere ste.rvetion bec?.use of \·:inter f v)d shortages \·!P.s ~re­

v<>.lent c.nc. sent by truck ~nC. c'cpress to f.: state 'vlhere food "'as more plenti­

ful and 'tTinters lees severe . I n 19la, the states of Virgi niP, ~lest VirciniA., 

e!ld "'ennessee sent in req,;.ests for t.:ichiga.n deer . Ar:re(>nent s \orere reP.ched 

with the loca.l ,....eo-ole in the vicinity of the Hanson RefUFe s.nC. fifty- hto 

deer •.-rere sent to '•!est Virginia, h•enty-seven to Tennessee, and fift y to 

Virginie.. All e::venses incurred \'!ere pAit'i by the states receivin{; t!:e d.E>er. 

~he deer ~.~ht a nd trapped, other th?.n those shipped, • .. rer•· rel efl.sed. <>t the 

tr:=t:9:pin~ site . 

Since the begi nning of tre.:pping activities At the Ranson Refuge, 

there r2.ve been six hundred and seven deer cBue;ht and tP.r,eed . In ad.di tion 

to t!:is nUJ11.ber , one hundred ninety- four re- ce..tches (re- C€'.tches of deer Ylre­

viously tar;[;ed) "'ere ma.d.e. The re-cA.tch records ren particularly hi gh in 1936 

wilen one hundred and seven 1trere made in a t0ta.l of t\!O hundred and ei~ht deer 

tr<~:!_):'ec.l. In other \-!Ords, neP.rl:v one of every tvro ~eer C?t-:;-ht ,.,~s ?... deer 

c~ucht more tl:?.n once. One very commend.?b1e record t?.s the sr..:e.ll number of 

ce.sU£..ltie a. Jl'j fteen deer, or 0ne o•.1t of ever:i f orty, ficured a.s ?. c~sualty 

fro:n trPc:>:T>inr, P..nc .. he.nd lint;. 

Cusino ':'!'~:::minr Activities 

':Then tre.p,inr, anC. t a.t·,ginr, ~ctivities \·•ere initiated e.t Cusino, 

the ":inter of 1? 34- 35, tr.~ tr?.!'S ~md tra'P,!>ine. t echnioue r-an been meE"Surf!.bly 
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improved . Also , there \'!?..s a C. C. C. C9.!TI}? at Cusino from \'rhich ca!:le the hel!) 

t o set u;p a.nd operP t e tre:p s . Thi s situation, .? s compared to the early tra.:>-

~ing days at the Henson Refuge, broU{;ht about oore positive results in ntm-

ber s of deer trepped and t e.eged. The first ~'linter, ~rhich \·te.s mild, ended 

\1i th a t ot c.l of fifty indiviCl:ual deer t~gged. Winter uea her in 1936 \'res 

particularly severe P-nd the deer rarded 11 t i ght • 11 VIi th the deer in re.ther 

a compact herd in the Cusino s"ramp, tra!Jping success r ose sharply and ,. to -

tal of ninety- nine deer were tagged. The number of re-ca tche s was a lso tieh, 

one hunclred- sixty t!l s COJ:r;l~red t o ninet y- t'I'IO tr_e previo".ls ;rear. T:l:e re-cetche s, 

_o lthoUf:h non-!)rofiteble from the stE-ndpoint of deer tagged, were comparative 

indice.ti:ms of deer move!:lent s during O!len and severe \'l'inter z. Deer ter:.d to 

remain scat tered during mild winters "s they a r e able to travel ea.sier in 

thei r see.r ch for food. The vlinters of heevy sno'~>l r estrict the movements of 

the deer to the sw!>.:nns where snov1 seldo:-:1 drifts or crusts P.r.d there they r e -

main until con~itions a re right :or dispersal movements . 

Elaine Brannon became the resident Game Area Superintendent a t 

Cusino in 1936, A.nd he assumed direction of the trapping job for the Game 

Division. 
II 

J3r~.nnon is one of those indivir.U?..ls endovted with a seventh s ense" 

~Then he is Horkin~ with ani!llP.ls, and he is especially adept when deer a re 

concerned . !Ie is a keen observer in the field, and his kr.owl edge and ex-

per i ence were readily adanted to this new job. One important technique in 

trapping tha t ]la.ine devised was the long ba.i t line. I t was often necessary 

to attra ct more deer to the trapping site from other parts of the swamp , a nd 

it v1a.s b? ceans of tl:.e long bait line that the~.r \!ere brought in. A bale of 

hay we.s l o03.ded on f' t obogg<>.n e.nd eeuled by two :1en on sno\'lshoes into other 

ne.rts of the sv!"Jrl!l 1:1here r.eer were stP;rinr, . The bale "~>1e.s broken open a.nd 
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the hay \·!as scattered along the b~ck-trl.'l,ck by handfuls about every eight 

or ten feet. In this vray 1 the be.i t line He.s ~ he.lf the eli sta nce back 

to the t rapping site. '!'he next de.y the men started at the near end of the 

bait line 11.nd e.g~. in, !le.lf the dista nce back to the trapping site \•ras baited. 

Usually, by the third d~.y, the ba.it line vras run to the tra:p site. Al-

t!lough tre deer Pround tr.e tra.ps so:netimes fed out, or a~:tay from the traps, 

on the bait line, there usuP.lly •.-rns little h8.y left, and they did not go 

fr.\r. The ne>..r deer v:e re then close enough to the trapping site to reoain 

in the vicinity "'i th onl;r a handful of h8.y ;::;.t each e~d of U.e trap s ?..nd some 

~trra::~!led f'.r ound. th12 trigger 1t1ire to hold them. Bait lines were r".m for dis-

tances of a 1:1i1E'! or more in this tve:.y vli th t:ood results. This technique 

:proved of ve.lue severE~.l t i mes. 

In 1937, additional demands \vere made of the tre.p:pers for a sup-

ply of de~r needed .?.t the nev1ly initie.ted de Pr f eedi nt; experiments E~.t Cusino. 

Sixty bucks, does, e.nd f atms tvere needeC. and many of t!:.em were taken during 

the live-tr~.~pine: oper~tions. These deer trtere :put into corrals 50 x 100 ft. 

and one-acre bro\·tse :!_) lots for food consumption and nutritional studies. 

Again, those irksor'le re-c<'!.tches in the tap,gin§; O?Jerations proved worth-v1hile. 

The \-!ell-fed deer in the carrels, uhich ':Jere \·Jei r hed regularly, showed pro-

gressive ~-!eight losses C.uring the t.Jinter. Some anxie ty \'lES fE-lt about t his 

ch&nge until it was discovered f rom the re-catch records t~at well-fed wild 

deer e:.lso showed a. uinter t·rei eht l oss. T!:e tr2.p:ped deer 1-1ere vieii;hed ee,ch 

time they vrere handled, e..;.1d the records s~ovred t [l..a.t t he loss of Height in 

vlinter \IUS a na.tural occurrence. 

Deer trP..!Jping 2nd t~.g"t:in[', ,,•ent on smoothly f or tHo ~rears, t!:.en 

c~me orders to trap and ship deer to Virginia . The r esidents nea r Cusino 
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and in ~:unising; did not a:pJ:lrove of sending deer out of the e.rea. They 

finally agreed that fifty-five does and fa.\·tns removed from the Cusino swamp 

would not harm t he h\.mtinc , nor decrease the herd too r::uch, There \<Ta.s con­

sid.erP..ble detailed 'rrork in arra nging for truck-s, ship}ling schedul <? s, a.nd 

caring for the deer held over from one shi~ment to the next. The shiJ:lping 

schedules and routes '11erp finally decided U!JOn but ice floes jammed. the 

Straits of Mackinac, thus necessitati~ detours through Wisconsin and I llinois. 

It \off'.S ha rd, worri so::1e F o rk that ,,rinter, but the deer wer e delivered in the 

South without loss. 

Brf'...li.llon became invol ved with n ther 't!ork, and su.pervi sion of the 

deer tr a:~ping vras turned over to Ford Kellum, , .. :ho he.s since been in charge. 

This \1as not particularly ne'VJ ..,.rork to Kellum, a s he he.d been I:ta.naeinr, the 

deer feedinr, experiments nearby, and he was 0uite faniliar with the trapping 

net hods. Brannon A.ncl_ Kelhun, •:.rorkine; together, devised a method of s!:ipping 

deer loose on t:i1e truci=s r !?.ther than one t o a cra te, "'hich took up so much 

roo:r:1, A lf'.r ee t arpA.ulin 'tras p l P ced ovPr thE' truck bod:t , h?..y put on the floor 

for bedding , ~.ncl t he deer put in loose thro1.~h a ne.rro\'r door in t ho t Pil-eB.te, 

This system worked Ye ry ':Tell. The neer vrculd lie do•m a fter the truck , .. ,as 

in mot ion, a nd it ,.,as probably more comfortable thf"n in e narro\·1 crate . On 

t ; e tri)l, the deer soon adjusted themselves to tre.veling by truck and readily 

drank fro!!! e. pail of "{a ter offer ed to them by the drivers. 

Early ir. t he t r c>.pping se;; son, before some of the ll'.ature bucks 

had lost their antlers, they Yery effectively used them in bree.king out 

of the traps. Light sho\:ling th.rout;h small cr?.cks a t the edges of the slidin,_ 

door v!a.s the cue for a brea!-c for freedom, and tr_ey some times smashed t hroU&h 

the doors e.nd eot a.we.y. The snow den ths in the svramp ranged from two to six 

feet, a.nd many times the C. C. C. 'b0ys on suo,·! shoes vould be e.ble t o run dee r 
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dovm ~.n.C. catch them by lu>.nct . The deer ce:ught by hand \-tere usually fa.\ms 

that ha d lost \leip:ht and \·tere unP.ble to r:l8.neuver in t he deep snow. The 

weak ones v1ere brow:h t in t 0 the 11 deer ho spita l 11 Hhere the boys nursed 

t hem back t · he?.lth. The dead deer tha t 11:ere f ound ,.,ere 'brou.ght in for 

auto"Osies for inform€' t ion. While 1-1orkine in the swru:.p, t he boys usually 

noted. pr edator t racks, ':Thich were mostl y coyote and bobcat, E~ncl re:rar ted 

t:r.em t o Brannon vrho often staeed preda tor hunts. 

There have been l!l?.ny hunters 1 reports received on deer trapped 

and te.gged at Cusino. When the kill r eports uere "spotted11 on a ma!' of the 

general area, me.ny significe..nt things 'ltrere revea led. The extent of a sum­

mer range bege.n to sho\v certain lLnits; yearly occupation of the sa.me winter 

range is app?~ently habitue.l with deer, and t here a re other interesting and 

valU<lble results of the trap~ing vrhich cen now be s'tl!llt1arized. 

Some ! e sult s frol•1 trR.p r>ing G.nd tae.{;i~ deer. 

The story of deer tra:ppine and t?.G;&;ing a t tne H1:mson Refuge and 

at Cusino hc.s been told so thE t those "'t.o are interested in ConserVG>-t i on 

'!:leiJart::lent activities ~trill kno,_.; something of this :··articular job. Very 

likely, you are net only interested in the job but also its outcone. One 

of the r e sults of eE1.r-ta.t:~in{; hP~s bBen the great ar:1ount of interest exhib­

ited. 'by h1mters "Yiho h~ve £:hot r:> deer \·.'earinr P~n ear tae. There a r e scores 

of letters in t he Lansinr~ office r eport i nr, ta~ged deer, most :Jf thern from 

l'l.ichige.n hu.~ters . There is t:>, l e t ter "from R !n?.n in Detroit vho eot his t ag­

ged 'buck in Schoolcre.ft CoU!1ty. Anothe r re,ort came from a Port Huron hunter. 

A Home.n f !'om Grayling reported her 'buck \1as ear-tagged. One man, from 

Chica.go, Illinois, sho t a buck in Chi-::--peHa Count~r anr1 did not notice the t e,g 



- 12 -

until he r1ad re2.ched Traver:~e City on his way home. The cooperation of 

the deer hunters '''ho :have found ·ea.r tags has been just e.s importa.nt as 

tra.pping the deer for tag-ging. 

Every ta.{;ged deer is represented b~r a CA-rd in a permr.o...nent file 

in r .. ansing. All such pertinent inform?tion e.s sex, age, size, tag number, 

e.nd death record are phceJ on the car<l. B:r tabulC?.tion Md analysis of the 

informa t i on on these cards, some revea.linc; d?.tfl. are f ound. 

It he.s been th.e contention of some r>eople tM.t the sex r"Ltio 

of tr..e ann'U£1.1 fa\-m cro:o ha s been out of b~.l~.nce. Others have r.1aintained 

thF.t n?.ture ker;:p s the sca.les from tipping seriously eititer \-le..y. Others 

shrut~r~~d their sl::oulders, and the arGUJ.1ent ,.,ent on. ':i:'here r.ave b Pen four 

hundred-thirty fa,·ms tra}"J1ed P.t the Ee.nson Refuge c-.nd four hundred-eir,hty 

fa~:rns -?..t Cusino. At the fumson Refuge, tt:.ere 1:!ere h!O hnnC.red-four rne.le 

fc>.'!rrns hrmdled as com"la.reC. to two hu."ldred t111ent:.•- six fen'..ale fa;.ms. At 

Cusino, the nu.'!lber of buck e.nd doe fa':ms £l..andled t-ras equal, tv:o h'"Jlldred 

forty each. Those a,re the figO'es; they do not claim to settle a good a.rgu-

ment. The sex r:;:.tio figures on l'lature deer show that nore does than bucks 

were handled at each trapTJing site. At the E?.nson Refuge, the does out­

nUMbered the bucks four to one, while at Cuzino, it was one buck to slig~tly 

rnore t!>.P....n hro does. The inequalities of the bn ck-doe r?.tio are probe.bly 

nartly eJC!)lRincd by 20 years of buck hu."ltin::;. At the Hanson Refuge. Hhere 

there uere hro more does :per buck tr'?. :red than ::ot Cusino , the deer kill 

:ner sc:oo.re mile in hunting seP son since 1935 has b~en about tvrice l'l.S e;reat 

1'!.s s,t Cusino. AU this inforr.1a tion h..;t.s led to a better kn-::l\iletlge of deer 

herd corn::;o sit ion. A .. other sic;nificant figure is the ratio behreen adult 
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(',eer and fe.wns. At ~oth trap-pin~ sites ther e w~:.s &. fraction be tter than 

two fa\ms tra:pped for every adult d.eer he.ndled . This se~ms to indi cate 

t~At huntinr, end other losses do not i~air the re:productive capacity of 

the herus. The f~on co3ditious end st~~va.tion l osses in the swa~s wr~r~ 

these deer wE>re C'lUCl:t sho\-r the.t not ez:o'U(;h of the deer are beill{; reooved. 

The knowledge of range recuirement s of deer r..as been f'~dded to 

f r om the trapping antt te.e,g ing e.ctivities. In the first place, and 'rlithin 

certain limits. the records sh0w thP.t deer Ftppa.rently l1f'.ve a"homi ng11 sense. 

T!:at is, they tend t o use tl:e ss.me eener::>.l sumner rnv;e end ~:rill return to 

the same ,.,inter ranee regularly. A c:eer with t~.e 1094 '"F'·S tr::o"r)neC. ~t the 

Im.nson RP.f1.l£:e and relea.seO. in Kal~:.:':l.ska County ten .niles awP.y. The same 

deer .,.,as ce>.u,sht two ·rear s le.ter "f)r.ck <1 t the originRl tY"!?.Tipi ng site. Deer 

2219 11P.C. a chronic ccse of hoMesic'.-\:ness. ?hi s deer WP..S tran!)ed in 1~33 at 

t~e Hanson R~fuce a.nc released 16 oilcs south in Rosco~onCounty. I t was 

CaUE;:tt a.r.;a.:!.n b . 1S39 bacl: 2."; tl::e ~.nson Refuge anc truc~~ed baek to the SEHne 

S\·l!'I.L'l].) in R~"' sconmon Cour..t~r. Eir,ht dE1.ys la,ter it Has recFtught bA-ck in the same 

trap. For the third time it \·Ja.s sent b~.c~ to Rosco:n:non County. When this deer 

sho~red U!l in the Hanson tr<>.ps in 151~1) ' it \-Jas sent t o K~.lJr.a.slr.E. County e.nd r.El.S 

not been !:e~rd of si!lce . This deer :!-Ad. :nad.e t1-.re~ si:-:teen- :nile return tri!ls 

from where it \·tA.s rele..,.sed back to the place r,.rhe'~"e it "ras C!".ught . At Cusino 

there have been t'le.ny re- ce.tches, but the most not~.ble .,.,e,s ";he deer that r,.ras 

trayrned fi:ft~· different t i mes in three months . 

Another inclicPtion of deer Shl"lt;tin£ t? tendenc~ to return 11 home 11 is 

"Jictured in the hunters 1 reports. Tv1enty-t\·!O deer released in Kalka.sJr.a 

County fron the Hanson Refuge have been recovered b:r hunters . B:' S:?ottine 



those r eport s on P nap of the exea. , a definite drift from t he point of re­

lee-.se to the or i ginal trP-:pping site is apparent . The f e.\'l'ns apjlA.rflntly 

found no difficultJr in returnine; ten miles to 11home, 11 but there are no 

reports of t !'.eir returninc; for distf'.nces gre11 ter tw.n t hat. Deer tra:p-p-ed 

a t the Fl ('\tcher S\·:a.r:lp in Alpena County \·:ere transferred ~md rele~sed a t 

di stFJ.nces of e i ght, t~·Ienty-tv!O , forty-five, and. sixty-five miles froo the 

trapping site. 11Deer tr::msferred and released more the.n t<;Jenty miles from 

vrhere t hey were cs.ught seem t o be in strange country and sho~: no tendency 

to drift in the direction of 'home, 1 but \•fill a:::_:):!Je,rently scA.t t er i n B.ny 

direction. 111 

With the a<:.ve:1.t of the s}'lring break-u:~ e.nd ensier tr~wel, the deer 

start novin&; a\·ray :rot.l the yar ding areA into the sum,ner re.nge . The extent 

of t!:.e summer re.nee has been P. subject open to are,-ument \lrhi ch t he taheing 

returns do no t settle conclus ively . Nevertheless, the summer r ?.ne;e limits 

\·!hich the t asr;ing r eturns indicA-te are vlorth,·rhile mentionine bec~~use they 

P.r e the best ~md onl y ones obtainable. I t was found that eie;hty- t\o!O ""\er cent, 

or thirty-t\110 deer of the thirty-nine shot in t he Cusino Di strict, \·!ere \.:ithin 

an area e:tbout sixteen miles from t}-_e trapping site. Considering that tagged 

deer have shovm they return r a ther consiV;entl;;r t o the s2.me \·rinter range each 

yef'.r, then it seems saf e to asstune that, in this case, t he c.rea sixteen miles 

out from the trapping site constitutes the :principa l sunr.1er r a nge , As more 

returns a re received., the more conclusive v!ill be tb.e evidence . 

'!'hus ,.,a,s t1:.e deer trap:pir.g and tagginf~ idee. c0ncei ved, rout to use, 

and ,roduced sone vall~ble information. Deer herd composi tion, extent of 

:-ange , 11homil1{-; 11 i nst i nct, e.re all b!:'l.sic fector :s on vthich a. thorouch r:1..<tnage:-1ent 

l)ro{;re.rn ciepend. 

1 
- Live '::r-"'-ppinc \'!hi teta.il De€r - I. H. Bartlett. 
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