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Camp of the 42~d aegt. ApI. 21~ /6J 

Dear Ellzabeth 

"Thou ~urell art not forgotten n 

al though 1 have poe'tp,oned lIJriting' to'u. you having 6xpeoted 

ere th1a to- reoeive Borne pos~, stamps whioh have heen 

due several days, land have fina-lly oome to the Qonolus1on 

to do that whioh in t1mes of I'!e~o.~ woUld be haFd.ly 

admissable viz. to send a franked letter to ~ la4y 

o·orr.6epondent. 

I reled your1e efthe 2~ Maroh on the 6t~ inst 

and. I need. not repeat 'that I am a.lways glad to rea.d a 

l,ettE1r from you. Vie have la.at-d ~;l. pretty lively 'time itl 

th-1e depar·t:ment Brince I wX'Qte last Obu:t, you will no doubt 

ree.e. the nel/fB in print before you ,,&oe1V'e this. 'We 

left r!Iill1kens LAnding on the 5!if 1nst. $,nd. 1'Jl&rched to 

a amall town ealled R1ehmond. 15 tnl1ee. :h'e-m the landing. 

where we &noamped for several days. 1rom there we 

reaohed the ~1ise. ri .....er again by several ahort marches, 

on Sun. the 19t~ On the nlght of Thurs. the l6t~ 8 

gunboats and three transports started from Youngs Point 

with the determination to run the blookad of Vicksburg 

and all suoceeded in passing except one transport ­

whioh oa.ught fire and wa.s burned. Iou can hard.ll imagine 

our grati!1oa.tl0.n when on arr1ving a t the r1ve3i" we oould 

onoe more look on thef~lenA11 1%'011. e1Ada We had 'been 
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absent fIiom th~m only ~ little more than 'tVfIi) week-Ill! but 

1 t seeJ)!l'tld lao long tim;s to be BOgent from such reliable 

frteqds and they ~ppear m~re reliable than ever afte~ 

having passed. the.tohanne:J:, Qr dee..tp ne:~rly una O£;. th$t'\. 

shad qa1te an a.dvent~poU'8 time 11'1 pa.8s'.Tl3 over the 

p~enll1aul,s. r~lairOhlng Qn na.~t'ov levees and c:a.mplng on 

p1ut;a. t10nll whl0h &",~~&ee9 aurpas,13 in r10hnesB any
the 

thing of the kind. lndlO'rth Qnd "ineric Un.ele Sam's boys 

oonf1$oat~Hi &11 theb,~et, pork, D,no. :poultry. ·they QOuld. 

find. them i'IQli1ng a,nd fio6.\;t1ng ,oVer the bay'ous, whe.re 

f'leh and rept1.1as abound, is ad.,venture ot a dltterent 

oharacter from what nQrthern adventUl'ere e.re used to .­

but then we 6Qut~on~ are beoo'ming aeouf.l'tomed to a.ll 'J'tt'Ob, 

'but are hardly prepa~ed. tOga-yo UT,fC .like .1tu We ha'\Te 

marohf)d ·dOl'ln the river 6 mUes from l-lhere we at first 

struok it and are nQW encamped )0 miles 'belol'1 the f2pea't 
here 

oity. I cannot tell whether o\U" stay wUl be long or 

shot't - very probable the latter as the p011Q1 of the 

Gen. appeae to be ta do $omething wh8the~ he gains 

anythln'g by his move.menta or not. Thla however sui1;;9 

the soldier very well as we have a chance to se:e. rdore 

01' the country, and enjoy' much petter health than when 

laying in camp doing nothing. I hope th1s move will 

havo the effeot to shorten 1;11e 'W-ay a.S 'this I ln1l1ievfJ 
of 

shQuld be the obJe,ot every movement. 
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We hear many repo!l?ts 01' peaoe being soon ,deelave'd but 

tl11nlt them. hardlY ~el1.able. but the of1ela.l :rej)ort of 

peaoe In Q1,1r oou.'lt:t"y WO'u-ld send j,oy to U1Gre h.ea")'"t~ than 
- other . 
any eve.n't oould }'.losslbll dQ at the present: t1:me. 

You wished to aee Julia an I trJ.nk IOU ~;·ill ':D s ·t 

your ,'l1sh (HI mother ig e,bout !lloving to ~Uoh. and. ! re'el 

sad. wh·en 1 t.hlnk of 1 t tM.t it 1e lmposaible for me to 
he 
home i~n.d as 81 '!!It he1" in her ttruueua duties but Bl3..oh 1s 

life 9.nd the duties per'tainlng thereto; i't1 is, often o-ur 
t 

d:u't;Y b{l jl1'l(;i.r'S VB 011008$ not to be. 

Ip:r'(jsu~e you ~~nd I will he:.ve goodt.ime9 ·thiA 0.umroEr.i:' 

a,s .L~tf'ldcretanGl tr.;A, t you 1n'Uond. te~ci:..lng where YOU did 

last -~lnter\. and ,rill d1t>t;H~t my l~-)'ttex' 8.{~e in;.~l¥ . 

:rou L.'tU.1t e:::IOUllIfJ Rencl.l_ Elp,J',l~a &9 "bhl9l"e la ~'lO(H~oel.y 

Uli;. onaugh in tl:e. Co. to wr1 te a. lEltitlel" ~Ti the a.nd out­

s.ut4$;O have I21al~<l t1\1t thinking the.t the riBJI:: in 1"un.n1ng 

the blookaGte mol:! t to l~lloh for such. 'WOt't!Jl'.3 Q$1.ng'lJ. 

troping aoon to heB.l' from you I re~.J.;n an ove,x' ~roUl" 

true friend 

LeOM.rd. 


