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The 1949 Grouse and Woodcock Season

The following 13 u vaport baeced om summaries by nine district geme supsr-
visors in regions 1 and II and on my own obsorvations doring the 1949 hunting sesson,

REGION I

Bunting prosgore war slightly higher than lsst yeer, heaviest on opening
week-2nd bat dlrinishing conaiderally thernafier. MNoet non-resident =nd downstats
untere hud left by the end of the firsi week although a fev crossed the atralts
on the 14tk to catch the cpealng in the Lower Paninsula. There wers probsbly more
local humters snd they hucted mere than in previous years because of the closed-
down iron and copper mines in the west end.

Vosthor conditions were more favorabls thean in previous years. The hoavy
windatory on October 10 stripped all the trees bare of leaves, meking wing-shooting
easior, Yut alec meking it mire 4ifficvlt for road hunting ss mwoet of the wood roads
were btlocked by fallem trees,

Most of the hmnters contacted were fairly well satiafied, with the exception
of road mmters who thought thare should be more birds (slong the roeds ) in spite of
estimates that 70-80 per cert of the hunting was done by car on the opening weds-end,

Preetically everyore thought thare vers more ruffed zrouse then last yesx
except those who based thelr conclusions on the size of the coveys flushed. This is
not a good criterion, howewer, because the broods bresk up sometime either befors or
during the hunting season. This yesr they apperentily bdroke exrlier than ususl,
and mostly prior to opening day, 8o groups of more than 3 or 4 yuffed grouse were
the excopticn. The more wmiversal distribution and occcupation of mora varied iypse
of cover tham in past years was quite noticesble snd sesme slgnifliosmt.

Hearly everyone ag:sed that thare were more sharpisile but after tho opsning
day or two they were wild and difficult to gecure. Drummond Islmnd showed 1ittle
change from lest yesr (in mumber of dirds) apd it was the only place whors there
were fewer hunitors. On sll other arsss more hunierz and more birds wers reported.

Woodcodk did not sesm $o be mmch different from lsst ysar althoagh I foumd
then ir a great veriety of habiiat and gained the impression that they were well
distributed a9 were the ruffed grouse. Even oz recky Druwmond Island I found more
than I had ever noted befors. I do not balieve thare was a definite flizht but wmore
.of & slov, gemersl southward movemant, I found them sbundant om Ootober 14 in
Mackkinae County and I 94311 heard end sav a few alwost every dsy whils hunting deer
on Drumsond Isleand from October 29-November 5.

The ruffed grouss kill will probably be considerably higher thsn last year,
sharptails #fomewhet higher »nd woodcodk ebout the same. Preirie Chickens wers
practicsily a non-~entity as a game bird, We lmow of 6 tskten nesr Seney and 3
southesst of Pldcford.



REGICET IX

Huniing preseurs wans svidently hosv/ @ than last year, duve both to local
mmd down~-siate hnmbers, particularly on the second and third weekends, possibly
because meny praferred pheagant lmniding the first week-snd. Hunting conditions
wore gomevhal betler than last yeer and most nmters wers quite well satisfied. The
reported increame in ruoffed grouse over last yeesr was gensrplly bstter than we
e pected amd the ki1l will likely be well over last yesrs' end even better in
preportion to that im Reglon 1. The birds were evidently not as well scsttered
g8 in the Upper Peninsula for soms large coveys were reported,

Woodeodk reports varied greatly. Soms hed excellent luck =nd othere foumd
only a few Dirds in the ueual placos. The kill will probably be about the same or
less tham last yozr but I bdelieve 1t will be way mnder a true indication of the actusl
population. There was something peculiar ebout the woodeock migration dut it ien's
possible to determine just what did heppen. I beliewe thay migrated over a broader
front mmd over a longer period, and stopped in more unusual locations than they did
last yeer. 1 414 notice that soms of the hunters' guestionmaires indicated excellent
woodcock shooting on the west side (leikze, Mason and Newsygo cownties) while at
Rifle Mver the kill was slmost cut in half from lagt yesrs' kill,

C 8
fhe results of the £irst day om Jrummond Zelsng are shown below compared to
lest yosr. The final reports have not come im yet,
Hunber of Hunters Hunber of Sharptails Sharptaile Bagged
Lhegked Fio:4 Day Begged Tiret Day = per Bunter
1948 143 80 056
1949 %N 83 9L

The age ratio of birds ghot was 1 adult to 1.5 immsiure, or sbout the same
as in previocus yeors.

WWWMWM@ cars vere tallied the first thres days
und a computod 485 sharptalls and prairie chickens wers ta'um. 0f 219 birde checked

there vers 163 sharptails, 50 ruffod grouse =md 6 prairie chickens. The age rstic
of sharpteils wag 1 edult %0 3 immatwres, vhich is very good. Ko comparative data
from last year 1s availsble.

The recults at Rifle River for the past two years ere as follows:

Funber huffed Grouse Shot
of Houterg Ryuffed Grouge Shot Woodcock Shet per Hupter per Day
1 276 &b 31 ' 30
lgfg 346 116 18 «33
The game kill on I was recorded by the ferrymen this fall.

During the firet three dsys 41 hunters shot 78 ruffed grouse, or =m aversge of about
2 birds per Inmbter per dsy. No previous records are svailable for comparison.

FUFFED GROUSE BREEDING SUCCESS

~ The sge ratlo of 342 ruffed grouse speci ens exsmined this year was 1 adult
%0 3.7 immabures, wvhich is the best on record, the aversge for the previous ten years
being 2.5 immatures per afult. The percantsge of dimds still moviting during hunting
geagon this yeor was the lowest in the past 5 years, indicating that the nesting
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Following is a comparigon of ths results:

1945:  22.1 per cent moul
1946; 12,0 * ] *

1947: 26,6 * " "
948: 9.5 7 @ »
n [ ] "
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1949 nunum' Season

Sunsary (Ruffed grouse, woodoock, sharptail, and prairie Chicken
(Couplled fro® District Game Mrnagers' Reports)
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1949 Ruativg Seassn Swmery (SR1F84 Grouse, wwodwds, Sharptell, md pretrke culcken)
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