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~he 1949 Grouse and WoodcoCk Season 

~0 !OllWUJg g l!. !iJU:&. w 4JSSCd OZA VUL::illlr1Qtl Dy tllCO district ge.>!:IO SU!J,.1'-

T19:0i'C in r~iong 1 and II n:ld o~ r:ry O'!l.'l1 obaorvation.& durine tho 1.949 hnnt1.Tl(; r.v~ on .. 

l!!~.UOll I 

!!Ul1Uug p1·oaour~ w-et: 'I'JJ.,~htly nigb.or thllJl l&D~ year, beav1oct on Op(llling 
lllcek-CDd but l'Lil:lninhing eona1cio:--abl:y tr...ttroa:t'ter. !to tJt mn-.rcBidcnt and dotmlltnt 
bunter lu.!i loft by tho c.r.ft of tho tlrot w u nl thol.lgb. a ttJw e:rotJeGd the atru!.tcs 
on tho ll~th to oa.t.ah th~ .:.p~nine in the lower PG."!linoul& ~r• ¥CPJZ'e probably mro 
lG1: nl bmltere end they hur.';cl mo-:-o th:-.n in previouu yt~nre becauoo o:t the~ closed­
dcn.-n iron awl cmppor em~v h:. th0 voot end. 

tlot.thor oonditf.ona ·.:rru.•e more taTOral.JJ.e than 1n previouo -yeare. Thea hoe.-.y 
\11ndctore:. on Oe~ober 10 ntt•i_tJpod atl ths tro/le bn.ra ot le!lvca. m£l:in~ '1!/i.I?g-ahooting 
oaa1or, bu'IO eleo mel:1n.g it elre tl.i.:f~icro~t ~or road lnm.t1ng BSJ m~ot of th.¢ woci rocdo 
voro 'blocl;od by fa!.l e.:a. tre~~ .. 

Noot of tha hur.tor r, eontw.::ted. were fairly l:f~ll satisfied, with th£) o.xooption 
oZ road huntoro \1ho tl1.ougilt tb.Glre ~~uld be morD birds (along the rotd ) 1n 1lpit ot 
cutil1a.tGe thn~ 70...80 par c001t of the hun:ti.ng ~as done by car on tht~t op01ing vmc.k-cm.il. 

Pre.ct1eal.l.7 ClYt:r;yoi.a th.oU&h·; there- 't1"!'() l'DOre ru£f d. grou.so then laot yoe.r 
except thoto uho bacc:d thoir cc,ncl,miouc on t.h.l!l ()1zo of tho covoyo fiuchetl. T'aig 1 
SlOt a good critor1on. howevc~. becausa tho brcodG bra&.t u.r· uom&tiJr.e flitller be!(n•o or 
durinr; tho hlmtin.c SJOal\,n. ~io yeEJ:r they :JPpGre!ltl:r bNkc up oaxl1 ~ than vzual, 
8ll4 ~sUy prior to opt.ninl; d~v., tro group o~ nero then J or 4 ru.ffod. e;I'OWJO warftl 
tha excc;pt1,·no Tho more lmJ.'VOl"G~l di0tr::.but1on a:ld occupnt1o-D. or DOrv varia:d. tJJPi1~ 
of COYer than ~.n 'J!l&lt you& \le:l quite noticcr.blB end ce~o o1gn1~1.0&nt. 

1JlSarly OT6I'Ycnc c.~•;_,'fld ~hnt thcra ~oro I::!Oro eharptr..ilo bnt ~'ttor ~.bo optmill8 
dq or tvCl th&y vere 11Ud a:ld difficult to aeCUt.-o.. ~nd lalMd ihows:l little 
change from lE~Gt year (in numb~ of bh'do) QI.lf1 it va.o the o1ll7 place \llwre t.ber(l 
vera !tJlWr lluutor;. On all other are:..3 moro hun.tor!l and :J:.ll'£! birdtl \!m"O roported... 

Woo~cod!!: did not g~m:!l to ue EUoh differCD.t .froo 1::\llt yoor olth~o.of~ X tc.U'!ld 
them in u f:i. .. :l&t Tarlety cf llnbitat an~ gaiuoo the SJcyrCJaeion tl\tl~ thc:;t v~zoB aoll 
diatributed. A-9 wel"e 'th~ ru:f:tod. grouse.. Even on roc.:lcy Dru:w:n:1li IGlend I found mor 
thst I b.sd o$Ter noted bo!nr¢. 1. do not b~l1evo tharf> uaa n C.of'mlte fi11bt but ~ra 

. of a. r.:lo'b·. gl!mc:'al uouth'l'!ard rtoTe:mm\. I ff)Wld thorn alnmdant on Ootober llJ- 1n 
l.fn.c!t:1.nae Oount7 t1ll.d I otill hcm·d end aw a !ew a.lwat fiTftry' dr:q l!hUe hunting 49cr 
0:1. Dru:::!lii ... n.d !ol.rmd from October 29 ovembor So 

~ ruffl'.d grouac kill vUl probr.\bl.y be conaidoi"ably h1gher thau laat y er • 
aharptail •o~hat h.i.ghw ~~ltd wood~,~ e.bout \ho aamo. Pre.irS.o Oh:l.&:EllS vera 
pracUcslly a no~mt1t,. a a ga.wt birdo Wo kuov o~ 6 tdt noar Smley mld J 
eouth~t of' Pickford. 



1 ... err l1. 

lttmt1D,3 prooauro uao GV!dontlr h0a1': 01: than ll.\lt 7esr. dua both to local. 
~d do1tl)..·Ctnte htmtorc~ part1oul~1.y on the :sctoond nud thirit veckemds, pos::~ib~ 
becnuco m~ preferred phorumnt rnmt1~ the t1rot tttJokorondo IiunUng conditicna 
uore eomeWat batten- th:m last Yttt!r and most htmto:rs "·era quite well eattati;;d. b 
reportCJd incraooo 1n r'llftod g:r9uao o.,.or lo.at yor:Z uaa g~roll.y better than ve 
~tc4 and tbo l:Ul t:tUl likol7 be woll oyer last 7enra• end even bettor !n 
proportion to that 1n Region 1. Tho birdc ¥Ore ev141m\l7 not ae well aos.ttored 
&a in the Upper Peninwle. for r~oma l~ge covoya vera repor·ted. 

Voodcock report• varied greatl7o Soma bed e,;cellent ludr: and others fOUD.d 
onl7 a. tw birds 1n the ucual plae3n.. The k1ll will probab~ bo 8Mut the eame or 
lea• than le.at -sevr but I beJ.!.(I'VG it will bo t~q lDldor a true 1ndleat1on ot the actual 
population.o There was something p~!Oliar aboilt the woodcock ni~ation but tt ten• t 
poao1ble to detonnlno ju.et vhat. dit. h~lJPsn. I belieftt thay llligatod o'fV a broader 
front and ovex- a longer period. and o~d in mora unusual location• than they did 
lut ree.r. 7. did nottce that somo u! the hunto:;:a• qu.eetionnt.drea. buU.ca.ted ucellct 
voo4cQCk shooting on the vest r.~.de (Lake, f.ia.aon and New~go eomtiea) vhUe at 
BS.ne 111 ver the kill ttu almost c-at in half i'rom laat ~are• ldLl.. 

PJpm!ClBO !;ll.flT!QHS 

the raeultn ot Ute tlrnt ·~on ~mmog ltlaY- aro ehovn below compared to 
lut 70ar. The !1!181 Hports h a.vG n.,t. come lD 7et. 
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.. ..2R!!&S.!!,..H.--~~ 
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JlUilber ~ Sharptailo 
JlraJ_llrU Dttr 
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Sb.arpt.o.U• llcgod 
u.r . .lllm\p-.r 
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The ~o ratio ot bird• lhot vaa l ad:alt to 1.6 Ut~Dature, or about the •ame 
ea b prenoua 7eara. 

On the lhQlo!§ Ila1lgb nem~ SaJ187 2.30 Ctll"tJ t1ere t&\liod the !ir•t three dq1 
and. a COIIpUtod 48,5 sharptn11• and prairie ch1clten• were ta ·Jill. Of 2l9 b1rda chod:e4. 

theN wr• 163 shsrptaile, SO ruti"od grouue and 6 !Jreirie chidtena. The age ratio 
of ab.arptaile va.a 1 ednl.t to 3 i:mat'tll"e•• vhlch 1a 'nrT good. Ifo eomp~arat1vt data 
troa last year ia SYe.Uable. 

!he re&rol t• at mn• R1m fo:r the paat two year• Ere aa follow•: 

Jtumller Rutted Grouo Shot 
gt_J!gter_Q Rstfed Grmu• Qo\ Joo49ock Ghol. DIE Blmter p!£ Dat 

1948 'E/6 84 31 .3() 
1949 3~ 1'.6 18 .JJ 

· 'l'he game kUl on ~ traa ncol'dlcl b7 the t«ri)atan thie fa.1.1 .. 
Dur111& the first three dq• 41 h'UJltQH lhot 78 rutted grou•, or an anragt of abou\ 
2 binl• pe:.• hunter per dq. lfo prmou r.cord• are fl'I'&Uablt for COJDI)ar180D. 

BUJ'J'SD GllOUSE BREEDING SUCCESS 

· !he age rnt1o of )42 ruffed grouee Gptcira• !%tlllined thie ~ra vaa 1 adul. t 
\o 'J. 7 1-atvee, which 1• the 'be•t on record. the a-nrep for tbe pr!Yiou• ten ~a.r• 
b•iD« 2oS iDDatu.• ~r a&Ut. 'Ihe percentage of bird• Gtill mul\ing 4ur1Dg hmltblg 
•esaon t.hic 780l' vaa the lovoat 1n the put S 786!'8• b41catine that the nesting - • • - -- - • - - • A..L --A. A..'L.-- --- _,. ___ ____ ... .._ __ _... ,_4_ 
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Jollowtmc 1a a 0011partaon o: b reiUltea 

1945: 22.1 ~J' MD.t •ult1q 
1946: 12,0 • • " 1947£ a5.6 fJ ., • ,948. 9.S " It .. - ' l9l.'9& 8.9 • • .. 

.. 
G.A&ab• 
12/8/49 



l91f9 sunt~ saa•on sum:aary (;au!!ed orou.e, woo~dt. SharptaU, ond P~air1e Ohicka 
(COq>Ue4 frGW Diatrict c.,~ 14:-.xu~;ers• Reporte) 
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