Plaquimineg, La. Feb, 24th, 64

Dezy Elizabeth
I have been very fortunate to day having resd one
letter from home and two from yourself anmd my "patience" is not wsaried
in the least by reading them.
Our mall arrived =t tem oclock A. M., when I res'd yours of the 30th

, eand at 4 oclock P.M. our orderly very agreesbly surprised me by

glving me another ore of the date Feb., 8 which had been sent to another
Co. snd returnsd.

"& have been out in the river =alling this afternoon and had a very
plessant time, There however always seems to be & great lack of Company
on any plessure cxcursion when there are no Jlgdies present. I wish some
live Yankee would invent some mode of transportation by lighting., I would
take a trip to Mich and have & sleighride with Eligabeth "thst is Af she
would sccompany me" and returning give her an invitation to come to
Bixle snd have & boat ride. This would be gay! We have been st this plsce
a little more than three months anéd our Ce., has done no duty except guard
duty until quite recently the offiecers require us to drill about one hour
each day. This ls the Sergts. business and =s our lgt Sergt is lame it
brings Leonard intc the harmess to drilll the Co., It suite him very well
however and would like toc have & Co. of __ men bto drill every day.

The boys heve & large room in the Court House and thls evenlng they
engaged & fidsller and the way they are'goling in® is & caution to Shoe
leather. Here sgain the absense of the ladies is felt very keenly. They
menage that by some of the most feminime appearing acting the ladlies part.
Ag I dent participate in this kind of amusement it mekes no personal
difference to me., I think however if I snould dance, some other partner

than a "soldier® would be most agreseable,
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I think you have some specimens of true young Aperids to deal with.

It iz & pity that those youngsters eould not have the privilege of golng
on one cempalgn of six months and be in one severe battle it would learn
them more than the remaining ¢ or 8 yr's of theilr lmmority.

Dur rebels have all been gsent to N,0. at least all that would not take
the oath of allegience those were released.

Some of them thought 1t was wrong to be kept in jall by the federals
after leaving the rebs. Thelr leaving the rebs however doss not prove
their loyalty unless they are wllling to swear allegience to the federal
government .

25th. Qur mell will net go out until next Monday end I will write
a few lines this evening and Cinish my letter so as to send 1t by next
mail,

I heve besn out in our sall-boat agaln to day but the westher was
to still end warm for goodsalling eso we returned to post after & short
trip. Elizebeth you appesr to think that I dont like to read of your
mode of 1ife, You are indeed very much mistaken., We get & large amount
of publiec newr, in feot this is the only class of readlng that we get with
the exception of Novels whisgh I cere very little about as I informed you
in one of my other letters. GConsequently it is =& treat o receive a good
long letter from a much esteemed friend btelling all about thelr troubles
and thelr pleasures thelr good times and their @ad times. When you wrlte
all about the little affsirs of life I feel zssured that you are not afrald
to place confidence ln one who is far away bodily but whose mind very much
of the time ls near her to whom I am writing. 1 hope you wlll never again
think that your letiters may not bs interesting beecsuse you dont happen to

have a large stupply of news on hand.
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Dont you think that wish ef yours is
would not think me qguite so secure if you
end come uearly when I choose leaving the
I could not do this forever when the rebs

the responsibility of their safe keeping,
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a little hard? Yqu perhaps
knew ef the liberty I take to go
Cerporal in command 1in my absence.

weére here becsuse on me rested

Good night "more anon®

Leonard



