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Plaquim111e, La. Feb. 24th, 64 

Dear Elizabeth 

I have been very fortunate to day having l'ead one 

letter from home and two from yours~lf and my "patienQe1~ is not wearied 

in the least by rea.ding them. 

Our mail 3,rrlvad at ten oalook A.N. when I Nella yours of the 30th 

___,,._, find at 4 oclock p. 14. our orderly very agreeably sUI'"prlsed me by 

giving me another one of the date Feb. 8 whlch he,d been sent to a.nother 

00. e.nd returned. 

"4e have been out in the :rtv$r sailing tbis afternoon and. 'had a very 

please,nt t!me. There hO'~1ever ah'I9:Ys seems to be great lacl! of' CompanyE, 

on any pleeemre excursion when there e;re no lwl!es present. r wish some 

live Yankee ,lfOuld invent some mode of trensp0rt~,t1on by lighting. I w·ou.ld. 

take a trip to !Uch &nd have S1.s1eif,p1"ide 1(-11 thElizabe;th lithet 18 if she 

would accompany me" and retttrnlng give heI' an lnv1tt&t1on to oome to 

D1x1, sud have a boa,t ride4 Th,is would be bay ~ ~ie have been at this place 

a little more than three montbs s~d our COa has do~e no duty except guard 

duty until qUi te reoently the Officers 'l"6clu1re us to drtll about one hour 

each day. Thts is the 3ergts. business and as our 1st Sergt 1s lame it 

brings Leonard 1nto the harness to drill the Co. It SQ1ts hlm very well 

however and vlould like to have €I Co. of _ men to drill every day. 

The boys ~a~. a large room in the Court House and this even1ng they 

engaged a fldeller and the ~"la.y they are fl go1ng 1nft is a oaution to Shoe 

beaP1@ta Here aga1n the absenae of the lagl,19§ ls felt very keenly. They 

manage that by S0me of the most fem1n1me appe.ar1.ng aoting the le.dies part. 

As I dont partlctpate in thi5 kind of amusement 1t ma.kes no perE:Qnal 

dlfferenae to me. r think hQ,{-ever if' I should danoe. aome· other par·tmer 

than a ASQldleru would be most agreeable. 
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I thlnk you have some S:pealmens of tz'ue y:oung Amerlea 1;0 dea.l wi the 

It is a. pity that those y()ungste~ 60uld. not have the privilege of gOing 

on one· oampaign af ed.x manths and be in one seVtlre battle 1 t wouHl learn 

them more than the rema.inlng 6 or @ yr' 5 of their' lrnmorl ty. 

Our rebels have all been sent to N.O. at le&Gt all tMat would not take 

tbe o&,th of allagleucEt thos'e were r-eleased. 

Som;e of them thought 1. t wa·s wrollfF to be kept in jf£l.11 by the fed..erals 

tafter leaving the rebs. Their leaving the rebs however do~s not prove 

their loyalty unless they e.I'e \il11ins; G'O $,wear alleg1~nee t.o the fed.eral 

government. 

25th . Oar mall wlll not go Gut matil next j>'~onday and. I t411l wr1 te 

a few Ilnes this evening an~ finish my letter so as to send it by n6xt 

filail. 

I he-ve ooen ou.t in our' sal1...hoat a~aln to a,ay but the ~1e·ather' 1"H1i8 

to still and warm for good.sa111ng so we r®tumed to poet aftClu.' a shQrt 

trip. Elizabeth you uIJ;lp·ear to th1nk the.t r don't like to read of your 

mode of l1t'e. You are i.ndeed. very much miets.ken. ltJ.e get 81 l£H~~:e amouxlt 

of' publl0 news, 1n f@ot this 1s the only class of ~ead.1ng thmt 'N6 get w1th 

the exception at Novels Whish I caI"e v~ry little abont as 1: 1n1'ormeld. you. 

in one of my other letters. Consequently it 1s a treat to receive a good 

long letter from a mu.ch Elsteemed ,:rie:nd telling all iBl.bout their trou'bles 

and. their pleasures their good tim@s and their be,;d t11OO1... \inen you write 
-, 

all about the l1ttle affE!i.1N ot' l1fe I feel arnl'irured that you Bl"fl not afraid 

to place eonfiden.ce in one who is far away bodily but wbose mind very muoh 

of the time 113 near her to whom I am. hrr1. tlng. I hope you ~~:11l never aga.1n 

think 'that your let.t$I's may not b€il interest.lng beeause you Qont happen to 

have a lmrge $UPp11 of news on hand. 
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Dont you thlnk that wish 01' yours is a little hard? You perhaps 

l'1'Quld not think me quite 60 $~oure if y.OU knew <ZIf the libertY' I take to go 

and 0om,e nearly \"lhen I ohGlose leatring the COrporal in e01l1ml'W.d 1,n my absence. 

I Gould not do this forever when the rebs were here bec::'us6 on me rested 

the responslb111ty of' their safe keeplng, 

Ooed night "more anon" 

Leonard 


