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PISH POINT WATERFOWI, HABITAT
IMPROVEMENT FROJECT, TUSCOLA CO.

A survey has Deen {2 progress throughout the state to locate potential
waterfowl hablitat Aevelopment sites,

Several mershy aress on Saginawv Bay have deen investigeted and may bde cone
sidered potentinl projects, but st the present time acquisition in most of them
appenr difficult., The Fieh Toint margh in Tuscola County, a part of our Saginaw
state Game Ares, may be considered ms the moast feasidle project from doth sn sequie
sition and development standpoint,

Pigh Point is 2 mershy peninsuls marking the southern extremities of a
seriee of dars and islends separhing Sabewaing Bay from Saginew Bay, JNExcent for
a2 1little high land forming the outer darrier besch, thig pealnsula and the sdjacent
shore line is 2 wet %o seni-wet margh, The weter levels are greatly influenced by
the direction of wind and the levels of the Great lakes for any particular sesson,
With an on.shore wind the marsh is flooded, but with an offeshore wind much of the
mrsh decomes sufficiently dry to sunesesld 4duck foode and consequently reduce the
value of the eres for weterfowl, Ol4 spoll danks left dy dredging operations in
attenpts to drain parte of this mersh lend ere mmerous. This marsh land g provea
wterfovl haditet, and in the writer'ec opinion it c2n de intensively developed as
2 watorfowl haditat restoretion progect 2nd waterfowl sanctuary,

The area considered for this development project involves about 1,700
egereg of 1and and marsh. The bYoundary is showm in the attached mep -~ Exhibit A,
There are 1,196 acres to be purchesed from seven owners. %The most importent pare
cels containing 733 mcres are owned by the Begle Nstate and Akron Township Board
of Supervisors. Five other owners hold small porcele not essential dut desirable
for the project. The remaining U463 scres are in state-owmed percels or in lake
bottom lands, Acquisition possidilities for the mt jor portion of these parcels
apnatiyr good,

The type of development considered for this nres differs somevhat from
the inland flooding projecte previously submitted, and for thig reason = discussion
of the general plans is presented, The objective is to improve hunting in the
heavily hnnted Saginaw Bay Area by providing resting end Seding grounds through
controlled wvaterlevels, and reising specinl crops for weterfowl,

Three types of development are considered, The initisl development re-
quires construction of & dike and welr scross the mouth of the Bay in the ceantrel
part of the marsh %o impound 2 body of weter, An old sp oll bank of the adandoned
Viscogein drein extends out {nte Sedewning Bay to form the west shore of the proe-
posed impoundment., The new dike and weir would permit wmter to enter the Bay with
on-ghore wind as the wmter ralsed &nd would retain the impounded weter at a2 favor-
adle level during offeshore winds, Approximstely 400 meres of marsh would de stabe
f11zed in this permanent imnoundment. Thie area is sffected adversely during low
lgice levels, Prelininery ectimates of construction costs are $29,300 or approxie
mately $51.00 per mergs, Refer $o nttached mmp - Nxhidit B - for locstion,
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. The gecond type of development provides for manipulsting hadblitat through
control of wnter levels in small units of mersh land enclosed by spoil banks of
existing drains iz the Intermediate sone of the marsh, Refer to sitached map for
locstion of Exhidit B,

By construeting emsll wmter control getes and ueing portedle pumps, in
comb!nntlon with naturel chenges in weter levels of the lakes and drmins, it will
be nossible to flood or Arsin these units indepeniently, The present chennels and
exinting dikes with the kelp of some sdditional eguipment mnd construction will
malte it vossible to control the wter to crente the hebitet desirved, Millete,
tns réweed and other high value ducle foods can be produced in these sites, When
drainsd suificiently by cumclag, this lsnd may be $1lled for plenting, or the cover
esn be burned and lster reflooded %o provide gpecisl feeding areas to hold and
attract wnterfowl,

The third type of developmeat would provide specinl feading eand grasing
aretg for ducks and geecse on t1lladlie lznds generally too wet to be economiecally
faruad, The cogt of fnatalling getes, puaps and putting !n food patehes is nod
rveileble at this tine,

While the coet of development and nwintenance will de high, there is a
gront need for intencive development of this type ia this particulsr ares, A merked
ineresse in hunting pressure in the Saginaw Bay mershes in recent years has been
directly responsible for poar duchk hunting. The disturdance from this increased
huntiag pressure i driving wterfowl from the marshes, forcing them to concentrate
in the unprotected wmtexs far from shore and prodedly hurrying them slong in theiy
southwird aigration, Aerisl censusea rrovide proof thed hunting pressure is driviag
birds from their inland feeding aress, Additional protection from the gun, in sites
providing food and cover, :re essential in this lmportant concentration ares,

Sanctuaries together with an adundance of cholice food has proven successe
ful in various parts of the United Statee in holding ducks and geese, and there is
every rengon to believe the sume techaigue can be applied here,

Developing a major portion of this ares as & rafuge is highly desirable.
Hatorfowl would heneflt as they would have a plese $0 reat and feed during aigre-
tion, Hunters would slse benefit ng duecks would de emcournged to remein in the
vieinity of the public shooting grounds of Sebewning snd Wildfowl Beys. The rest-
laga povesmnta of wildfowl from this rafuge would provide Sargete for the guaners
on amnroximetely twealy square miles of publle mersh, Under this vlen an inten.
sively developed smnetusry will de provided without taking a large sres of pudlie
shooting grounds from the hunter, Watorfowl faod plauts can b2 esonosleally proe-
vided and the habitet can be kept under control, Thig type of menagement has proven
successful on miny private marshes along the southern ghore of lske Erie and slong
the I1linols Blver. Al%hough lndteastive developmend hus 2ot Deen snooursged in
Michigen in the p, %, wv* feel that present conditions warrant such a program as out-
lined for this hesvily hunted wildfowling ares, Enginesring dste is being ganthered
at the pregent tlae, While Fiading are not econclusive, this devolopment progrem
avpenrs fengible,
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It ie recommended that the following lsnde in Akron Township, Tuscels
County, deserided =8 followe end shown within the doundary of attached map, are
acouired and developed for wrterfowl:

30 scres, ¥ corner of Section 12

125 aseres, Section 13, 211 of frl, Section b
ell of frl, Section 15

South 89 aeres Section 10

all fr1, Section 9

all I»l. Section 16

W fr1, Section 22

W Section 23

all a2 15 &, & & 3, Puseolr County.

Since this 1s strietly a haditat restoretion and develorment nroject,. 1t
i recommended that Yittapnekodertson funds tre used to finance this project,
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