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de la Corne St. Lue, he replied to it by a very vigorous letter, dated
at Quebec, October 23, 1778, which appeared in French, in the
London papers. It produced anm impression far from favorable to
the cause of his accuser. In this letter, St. Lue says to General
Burgoyne, that he has no right to treat him so indecorously; that
his origin is as good as his own—his adversary was a natural son—
that his fifty years of service were ample demonstration that he
had never shrunk from the dangers of war, and that he had achieved
a reputation long before he, Burgoyne, had had an opportunity
to destroy one of the finest armies that had ever come into the
country. e added, that if the Indians had little by little deserted
the English army, it was because Burgoyne had not given them
enough attention, nor taken sufficient eare of them. In the affair
at Bennington, August 16, 1777, when several hundred of the
English were killed or taken prisoners, among whom were a good
pumber of savages; the Indians were astonished to see, for instance,
that Burgoyne sent no detachment to rally the stragglers of the
vanguished body, or to succor the wounded, of whom many died.

““This conduet,”” says St. Lue, ‘‘did not give them a very high
idea of the care that you would take of those who fought under
your orders. The indifference which you manifested as to the fate
of the Indians who took part in this [Bennington] expedition, to
the number of a hundred and fifty, disgusted them to the last degree
with the service; for a large number of savages had perished on the
battle-field with their redoubtable chief, and of sixty-one Canadians,
forty-five only eseaped death.”’*

In the counecil which was held after this unfortunate affair, St.
Luc informed Burgoyne of the disconitent of the savages, which
very soon broke out in so open a manner, that they left the English
camp altogether, because Burgoyne refused them provisions, shoes,
and the services of an interpreter.

“‘Respeeting the reason for having deserted the army,”” says St.
Lue to Burgoyne, ‘‘you should recollect that it is you who were
the cause of my departure; for, two days after the savages had left,
you saw your error, and Brigadier-General Fraser had already fore-
gseen the consequences of your conduct in regard to the savages.

* Captain . Montague, who took part in Burgoyne’s campaign, declared. when question-
ed by a Committee of the Honse of Commons, on the ist of June, 1779, that many savages

quitted the army at different times after the defeat at Bennington, which corvohorates the
assertion of St. Luc on this point. See State of the Expedition from Cunada, p. 75,
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