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Total state 

Region I . 

1-ITCHIGAN DEPARTI-GNT OF CONSERVATION 
Game Division 

TilE 19.55 BEAVER AND OTTER SEASON 

TABLE 1 

1955 BEAVER AND OTTER TAKE 

Licenses sold Beaver take 

3,357 13,413 
1,320 3,248 

46 43 

4,723 16,704 

Report No. 2055 
June 3, 1955 

Otter take 

378 
231 

0 

609 

In 1955D the Upper Peninsula beaver take approached the record of 14,245 
s et in 1953, while the otter take of 378 animals represented a new high for 
this species. 

I n order to fit the seasons to the expected weathe r conditions and to the 
beaver population, the Upper Peninsula was divided into tvro AREAS, similar to 
the pattern established during the last several seasons. (See attached map.) 

In the western counties trapping conditions seldom, if ever, have been 
more favorable. Deep snow from a late March blizzard disappeared quickly 
with early April 70° to 80° weather. During most of the season streams were 
ice-free; -vrater levels vrere s t able and almost a l l back trai ls were drivableo 
Further east, it was not so mild and dry 0 but by the end of the season, con­
ditions had improved and beaver were easy to take. East of Hunising and 
north of M-28, the usual bad trapping conditions existedo 

In all but a few areas the beaver population was generally high and the 
animal s Here movingo Trapper s were enthusiastic over the pre-season report 
of $35.00 for blanket beaver. Ho;..rever, by the end of the season $2.5.00 was 
top priceo 

Seasons in both the western counti es (AREA A) and in the eastern counties 
(AREA B) ·Here similar in l ength, 14 and 12 days r espectively, to last year• s 
seasons. However , the AREA A season was six days later than last year• s to 
insure good trapping weather and the AREA B season .was advanced one week over 
last year so as not to hit the lower beaver population too hard. 

On the swift streams that empty into Lake Superior from Keweenaw County 
watersheds, beaver ponds provide good fish habitato In order to protect 
beavers on these waters , Keweenavr County t.as closed to beaver and otter trapping 
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confined to the eastern Upper Peninsula counties, though one or two trapped as 
far west as the Crystal Falls area. During the recent period of low fur prices, 
movement across the Straits has been at a minimum• 

Region II 

The northern part of the Lower Peninsula was divided into two AREAS some­
what like that of the 1953 regulations. (See map.) This was done to provide 
trappers in t he northeastern counties and in Clare County with a more certain 
opportunity to take beavers under good trapping conditions, thereby insuring 
a higher take in this area where there was a larger population. In Clare 
County, a large number of beaver colonies located near agricultural areas have 
been a source of nuisance animals. Including Clare County in the area of more 
liberal regulations was designed to remove some of these animals. In north­
western Gladwin County , activity of beavers on the Cedar River l-latershed 
Improvement Area has been impai ring the effects of stream improvement measures. 
In order to lower the beaver population in this area, two t ownships were 
included in t he later season AREA. 

In general, trapping conditions were ideal in all areas, at least toward 
the end of the AREA D season (March 20 to 31). Water levels were stable, roads 
were passable, b eaver were moving and trapping was easy. During the season in 
AREA C (March 27 to April 7) trapping conditions lvere excellent during the 
entire season. 

Two entire counties (Isabella and Muskegon), and the major parts of three 
others (Manistee, Mason, and Wexford), and five small areas were closed to 
permit beaver numbers to increase. The Hunt Creek Fisheries Experiment Station 
was closed, as usual. 

A summary of the 1955 season with similar information for 1953 and 1954 
is presented in Table 3o 

Individual trapper success in Region II (2.5 beaver per license) increased 
over that of l ast year (2.1 beaver per license). In the northeastern area 
(AREA C) trapper succc se was 3.0 beaver per license, compared to 2.0 in other 
northern counties. 

Although a take of 231 otters in Region II represents a r ecord high, the 
otter take per lOO. trappers has not va ried appreciably in recent years: 17 in 
1955, 18 in 1954, 17 in 1953. Trapper inte rest in otters continued high, 
probably because of pelt values which ranged from $17.00 to $25.00. Fur buyers 
seemed to be i nterested in buying beaver pelts but were reluctant to pay more 
than $25.00 for blankets. Smaller sizes averaged $4.00 to $5.00 successively 
less per size class. 

'!'here is a good post-season population throughout Region II . I n southern 
Clare County colonies were trapped hard and less liberal regulations probably 
will be advisable for that area in 1956. Thi rty-seven beavers were removed 
from the Cedar River watershed. This will benefit the stream improvement 
program. Additional beavers will have to be removed from this area before the 
1956 trapping season to prevent interference with the trout program. 

No dis eased or dead beaver lo~ere reported for the Lower Peninsula during 
or foll01dng the 1955 season. 
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Regulations require beavers and otters to be sealed in the AREA in which 
they were taken. When a region is divided into one or more AREAS with different 
sealing periods in each AREA, trappers often find it .inconvenient to seal at the 
required sealing station. In order to overcome this, they seal where convenient, 
then list the locality of their trapping to coincide with the appropriate sealing 
station. In order to eliminate this confusion and to provide the most accurate 
picture ' of the beaver and otter take, it is recommended that when a zoning system 
is used, it be required that sealing be accomplished only in the Peninsula in 
which the animals were taken. 

Region III 

Table ~ shows the distribution of the beaver take in the southern counties. 

In 1955, two small areas were closed to trapping in the Barry State Game 
Area. 

In the fall of 1954, beaver were released into the Shiawassee Flats Wild­
life Management Area, northeast of St. Charles, to proVide flooded areas for 
waterfowl. In 1955, Saginaw County was closed to protect these beaver colonies. 

The 43 beaver taken in Region III is about an average catch for recent years. 
As usual, most of t hem came from the Kent-Montcalm area and from the southwestern 
counti es . 

D. H. Jenkins 

DHJ:adm 



T A 3 L E 3 

BEAVER AND OTTER T.AKE 11 REGION 11 
1953 .e 54- 1 .55 

l9S.? 
r--- ---

1953 

County License6 Beaver Otter Licenses Beaver Otter L1censes Beaver Otter 
sold* take tak6 ~1d take take sold* take take 

Alpena 60 204 19 49 88 1 43 158 16 
Antrim 4 17 9 2 3 ) 4 20 4 
Charlevoix 18 51 2 8 7 2 17 23 0 
Cheboygan 5? 235 12 7 140 15 59 214 14 
Emmet 29 0 J 16 43 3 14 47 2 
Montmorency 63 82 12 ~) 58 9 79 138 11 
Otsego 24 45 3 2.2 37 2 27 60 1 
Presque Isle 84 188 17 J 89 15 53 197 15 

t---------a------1----+---~ -
Total DJs~r1ct _J ~02 77 6 465 58 296 857 63 

---~~====*=====~======~==~=*====~= 
Benz i.e 
Grand Traverse 
Kalkaska 
Leelanau 
H::> tli s-c,ee 
Hissauk:ee 
Wexford 

Total DJ.stn ct 

Alcona. 
Crawford 
Iosco 
Ogeroalv 
Oscoda 
Roscommon 

0 
27 
29 

0 
16 
26 
20 

118 

44 
33 
53 

138 
28 
73 

1 
15 
45 
5 

35 
34 
44 

179 

256 
4J 

ll7 
366 
54 

245 

l. 
1 

14 
0 
5 
5 
s 

31 

12 
17 

4 
25 
8 

22 

ll 
33 

4 

23 

.36 
0 

41 
136 

20 
56 

6 
67 
14 

69 
64 

220 

J04 
53 
50 

215 
36 

136 

5 
21 

0 

12 
9 

47 

3 
3 
6 
ll 
ll 
15 

15 
22 

0 

18 
14 

50 
23 
43 

133 
35 
75 

14 3 
87 5 
9 0 

58 4 
No open season 

168 

256 
66 
83 

480 
77 

273 

12 

7 
9 
4 

16 
13 
.25 

594 
:;=*============~·~====~====~==~~=====*=====*====~======~====F=~= 

1081 1235 74 88 309 Tot.a1 DJ.strict 359 

Lake 
Mason 
Mecosta 
Newa:rgo 
Oceana 
Osceol a 

Total District 

I Arenac 
Bay 

0\ Clare 
G1adwi.n 
I sabella 
Midland 

Total District 

22 
13 

107 
20 
16 
52 

230 

44 
37 

232 
45 
36 

101 

495 

1 
2 
1 
0 
0 
3 

7 

60 80 4 
0 0 1 

95 3o4 12 
85 147 10 

8 Clo~ed sea&on 
16 6o 1 

59~ 8 

1.0 34 4 

70 218 1 
26 1 e o 

No open season 
26 81 6 

132 422 ll 

79 98 8 
No ?pen sea:)on 

56 96 8 
64 D? 11 
18 4.5 l 
22 10.5 0 

2:39 46J 28 

21 

68 

24 

223 
No open season 

0 

0 

9 55 0 
38 66 5 

136 I 5 

78 I 224 · 9 
No open season 

49 I 171 I 14 
75 206 12 
4 No open season 
4 No open season 

210 601 35 

-

~--~=============*~====~====~-~~~~-~==F===~====~======~==~==== 
TOTAL REGION n 1,.320 J 248 231· L0.5l 193 3,229 189 

- -·-------



County 

--,---- -
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1.1 cenc;es 
Sold* 

::'40 

I 

1953 
Dr •;1V(JT' 

t~ke 

('li-J 

1189 
132 

1:l?? 
a~~'/ 

14 "83 

Sl60 
17C)O 

JM 

3::..l9 

470 
"lKJ 

12)9 

2518 

J5U2 
461 
.~]9 

'/8J 

362~ 

Otter 
t ::tke 

3J 
8 
0 

;,J 
Jl 

108 

21} 
5) 
12 

91 
. 
20 
20 
"<P _, ;J 

?B 

]1 

lG 
6 

34 

67 



COUNTY 1955 

Licenses 
sold* 

Allegan 2 
Barry 8 
Berrien 5 

Branch 1 
Calhoun 2 
Hillsdale J 

Jackson 1 
Kalamazoo 0 
Kent 5 

Lapeer 0 
Montcalm 9 
Saginaw 8 
St. Joseph 2 

Total region 46 

TABLE 4 

BEAVER TAKEP REGION III 

19559 1 54o 15J 

1954 

Beaver Licenses Beaver 
take sold take 

0 0 0 
5 J J 
6 1 0 

0 0 1 
J 6 2 
7 5 6 

0 0 0 
J 0 0 
5 2 J 

0 0 0 
12 16 19 

0 5 0 
2 1 J 

4J 39 37 

1953 

Licenses 
sold 

J 
J 
1 

0 
J 
8 

1 
0 
2 

J 
5 
J 
1 

JJ 

* Some trapper s r eside in one county and trap in other areaso 

D. H. Jenkins 

DHJ : adrn 

Beaver 
take 

0 
11 

0 

7 
1 

14 

0 
0 
J 

0 
6 
0 
1 

4J 
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GAME DI VI S ION 

MICHIGAN BEAVER SEASONS 
1940 - 1955 

U. P. BEAVER TAKE 

L. P. BEAVER TAKE 

U. P. LICENSES SOLD 
L. P. LICENSES SOLD 

TOTAL OT TER TAKE 
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.5 6 Z OTTfR 

'5 1 '52 '53 '5 4 '55 
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