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MICHIG&~ DEPARTMENT OF COh~ERVATION 
Game Divi~ion 
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June 19, 1957 

Summary of Deer Population Esti~4tes from Pellet Grc p Counts 

This report is a summary of the ava.ila.ble i.nformat ion on dee r populations based on 
pellet group counts. Details on methods, computation£: J • .;md stati!:tical anal ysi.s ar e 
given in Report 2133 and in the Game Division files . 

Peninsula-wide estimat es for the last. two year s ar~ : 

Spring, 1956 
Spring, 1957 

Northern Lower Peninsul~ 

336 , 000 
259,000 

Upper Peninsula 

345:000 

These figures have been adjusted for deer removed during the hunti~g ~easons and or 
over- winter losses (based on 1956 cead deer surveys) . 

Comparisons with estimates for earlier years are ha:npered by two factors: 

(l) Starting in 1956 a sample of the survey plots were rechecked to compensate 
for errors in the first count. This often requl~s in increasing the popul 
~ion estimates . 

(2) We do not have reliable es rimares of deer here losses prior to the first 
large scale dead deer survey in the s pring of 1955 . 

Most of the estimates given on the maps on the back of this · report have been aJjus ce 1 

for legal hunting removal only to facilitate comparisons between years . However, r~­

sults of the rechecks have been applied to the 1956 an~ 1957 data. ConfidePce lim1 ~ 

(two ~tandard errors) are shown in' parenthesis afte r each estimat~. 

Identity of some of the sub-areas on the map is as to Uo~'S : 

Mio and Tawas Ranger Districts - Ranger Districts of. the Huron National Forest . 

Houghton Lake Area - Houghton Lake State Forest an•i c;;elecced nearby areas . 

Area 6- 7-8 ·• Special season (1956) .e.r eas 6 , 7 1 a:n.d 8 , Th.es~ areas include mo.st 
of the Huron Nat i~nal Forest and additional area in R.os common, Ogell'.a~v, and 
Crawford counties . 

Area 2 - Special season (1956) area. Includes much of Manistee NatioPal Forest 
Mos t of Lake County is included in thi5 area, but ~ sep~rate estimate is also 
given for Lake County to facilitate co-:nparisor>.@. with earlier years. 

Subdivisions of the Upper Peninsula: 

LE:vm 

"East" - East of H1.ghway 4 1 beto;.reen Rapid River and Marquet.te . 

"West" - West of Highways 141 and 4l between Flot:ence (Wisr..om: in) 
a.nd L'Anse.. 

"Central" - Between the above two uni ts . 

I.ee El:ier rdt 



Houghton Lake 
Area 

11.3 (±40%) 

Lake ,County 
10.6 (±70%) 

AVAILABLE DEER POPULATION ESTIMATES -- PELLET GROUP COUNTS 
(Expr essed as deer per square mile) 

SPRING 1953 

Mio Ranger 
District 
27 . 2 (±:30%) 

Tawas 

Em: i r e 
Northern 

Lower Peninsula 
14. 1 (:t2 5%) Ranger 

District 
19.9 (:t30%) 

Lake 
19.9 

SPRING 1954 

Mio Ranger 
Dis:trict 

20 . 5 (i 50%) 

SPRING 1956 SPRING 19S7 

Entire 
Nor thern 

Lower Peninsula 
20 . 9 (±30%) 

Ent il:e 
Norther n 

Lower Peninsu h. 
15 o 6 (%)0?o) 

Lake Co\.=.ty 
13 • 6 (:t35'7o) 

A-,;·~a. :2 
(In.cludes roost 

Lake County) 
14.1 (±25%) 

Entire.. 
Uppe r Peninsu!.a 

2.2. ·'* (±20%) 

(:t30%) 


