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FaOGRESS IN THE W:CRIGAl~ DEERY.ARD SURVEY 

Ilo H. :Bartlett - Max c. Wa.!=e;na.n 

!s reported before this Section of the Academy last year, during the 
win er of 1927-28 n rather intensive investigation of deeryards ~d yarding was 
be~ as a result of increasing dom~ds thAt the Stete, in some manner, relievo 
the deery3rd situntion. 
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Our ltentative conclusions from the first year1 a investigation wore:­

Yards found in the Upper Peninsuln could be devided into 3 groups. 

Codar yards found in tho eastern portion. 
Cedar-Hardwood yards found in central and southern portion. 
Hardwood yards found in the west portion. 

Deer yarded, primarily, whero they could find tho boat cover ond feed. 
Cedar, hemlock, and hardwood browse constituted the main diet. 
Wolves, and perhaps coyotes and bobcats seem to do considerable damago in 
the yards by killir~ and sc~ttering dear. 
Deep snow tendod to concentrate tho deer in small areas and in oxtre~e 
conditions might cause starvation. 
Heavy cutting of cedar and spruce in a y~rd tends to docro~sa the ~ount 
of feed r~d cover so that under extreme conditione death from starvation 
n.nd exposura m:~ result. 

M~ questions presented themselves cmd could not be Mawered from a 
le season'ls work, among them were:-

Why ~o deer concentrated in certain areas when similar areas in the noar 
vicinity have no deer? 
Does the av~ilability of r~~ing wQter tend to fix the location of the 
y~ds? 
Do pred~tory nnimals tend to shift the deor herds from one part of n 
y<'.r'ding area to another? 
Does a doer tend to return to tho semo yard each winter? 
Wh~t is the reason that deer do not readily e~t Qpruco and balsao? 
Row serious io the domage to st~ds of s~~ll ced~ roculting from heavy 
yarding? 
Wh~t species of tree or shrub will produce satisfactory deer feed in tho 
shortoet period? 

During the p1.st ye,:l,I' we ware e,ga.in steadily in tho field during both 
the summer ~d winter months, revisiting the yards on which we had made invos­
tig tions durir~ tho previous winter, and also visiting new areas. 

The difference in weather and snow conditions botween the two winters 
was very mnrked. In the winter of 1927-28 cold weather started in November and 
con inued until April. Snow was two foet deep by the first of Docember and in­
ere . sed to four or six feet by lia.rch. Heavy storms e.ccompe.niod by lliUCh snow, 
win~, end cold weather were frequent. 

The winter of 1928-29 was quite different. Mild ~eather continued into 
Dec mbar and o f-311 of 18" of snow on J&~.uary 3rd was the first appreciable ato1·m. 
Thr ughout the wintor the average snow depth ranged from two to four feet with 
ver fow storms. From present indications there will be an oarly breakup. 
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f Behavior of the deer varied with the character of the winter. Observa-
tions made in the winter of 1927- 28 showed thst the deer yarded enrly and closely 
.:>.nd s ayed in the yards until the late breakup. Heavy bromHng was common and 
roper ' s of starvation were frequent. PredA.tory anim£\lS were very activo prosUlilAbly 
becuu e of the deep snow which seemingly caused them to move about more to find 
food. 

I In tho winter of 1928- 29, however, because of tho light fall of snow, 
the deer did not yard until ~bout the first of January ~d then not very clesoly. 
Doer ere observed nll about the y~ds durir~ the ~hole winter. During the storos 
they ould tpLe shelter in the thicker areas of the sw~s but would UP.~der out 
~~in as soon as tho weather settled. 

Because of the difference in the conditions prevailing during the two 
winte s we ~ve definitely e~swered very few questi ons An~ mnny now questions have 
been dded to the list. 

Sooc of the more impor tant questions yet to be P~swered seem to be:-

1- To whe.t extent r.re existing y~d.ing facilities ~d.equate or inadequate for the 
deer ow in existence? 

2- To wh~t extent is ehort~e in yarding facilities c~~ed by tho incro~so in the 
numbe of doer to be :provided for, or csusoct by the cutting of morchn.nt::..ble timber 
in t old yarding ~eas? 

3- How fast And to what extent ere logging operations depleting tho yar:s of their 
feed "1.'1~ cover? 

4- To what extent and n.t wlut rate is the l'Or>roduction in used, unused, P.,."ld cut­
ar.is, both sw~o~il'_.? ru1d h.::!.rdwood, 11 cooine; bo.ck" in e. canner to furnish deor with 
d cover? 

wh8t extent must present yarding fncilities be preserved or incre~sed in order 
ure tho.t adeqUl\te winter quarters will be C\Vaila.bl e if .rmd M the -iecr herds 

cont· ue to increase? 

6- I what manner !\Il.i to who.t degree is the yublic owrnership of such n.rea.s justi­
fied or ~ecessory? 

7- IJ the public ownershi' of essentinl y~ding grounds is to be ~vacated, shnll 
tho ffor t be confined to the actual y~ding territory or should this be absorbed 
into Sta.ndard Game Refuge which is surrounded with Public Hunting Grounds? 

8- W at is to be advocated in counties which have elected to keep their deer pro­
tect d against hunting, if and as the deer in such cou_~tios increase so that yard­
ing acili tiea beco~e in~dequate ~i stexv~tion develops? 

! It seems obvioua that nost such questio~s can be answered only by int en­
sive ~d extensive investiGB-tio!-.s, both sunmer 'llld. winter, !'~d continued over a 
peri d of years. 

Ilo • Bartlett, 
Sto.t Depn.rtment of Conserv~tion 
Game Division. 

MF.U'ch 14, 1929. 


