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I imagine a mumber of you men are deer ‘hunters, otherwlse you
ldn't hoave wnnted to hear the Denartment's side of the deer story. Many
| you are slso farmers or sre directly connected with farming. You may
wagnder how deer and farming are related. Well, I'a going to try and com-
bine them for vou this evening. But first, let's tell¥ hunting.

In the early days before 1800 all of Michizan (52,000 souare
milles) wae deer territory (Slide of State). Then the better azricultural

hgnting restrictions. 3But what nrobebly helned more wes forest fire protec-
tilon. Tame cover beern to come in on the vast nine nlaing thet had previously
den open gresg ereas.

At present deer mzain inhebit =nd are hunted on about 75,000 sousre
nifles in the State, 16,200 in the Unper Peninguls =nd 18,200 in the Lower
sninsula. (S1i1de 1934 deer ares with new onen srea). Leat fall 14 counties
are opened to hunting, gome of which hed been closed for 19 yesrs. According
| the latest tsbulntions over 136,000 deer Mmnters were in the woods last
fall. Zatimetese indlcnte thet about 307 of these ware in the Uomer Penlnsula
70% in the Lower Peninsuls. A normal yesr would see only 557 in the
Lorer Peninsuls , but this was incresded to 707 last fell due probably to the
addition of the new territory. This means tha{ there were about 5 hunters
folr each square mile of €ser huntinz srea in the Lower Peninsula 2s compared
wilth 2.5 in the Upper Peninammla.

I sunnose you want to know where the best hunting is. PFirst let's
talk deer populations. MNany of you hunters won't believe this; we wouldn't
eifther untll we had checked it so much ve were ashamed of ourselves. Deer

alities indicate that tkhe deer vopulstion in the Tmmer Peninsula is about
deer per squere amile 2nd 30 in the Lower Peninsule. Also the sex reotio

g been about one buclk for ench 2 doee in the Unner Peningule and one buek
eech four does in the Lower Peninsule. Fizuring on percent of herd,

Now to szet back to huntinz. You know thet the spple way out on the
A of the 1imb always looks best: well, deer hunting is shout the same. The
et hunting is found wey over in the west end of the Unper Peninaunla. More

Colinties are successful. From there east and south minting decreases in quality
unkil only sbout 20% sre successful slonz the southern border of deer ares in
p Lover Peninsula. Jrckson County furnishes about 1500 deer hunters, 400 to
s Unper Peninsula snd 170 to the Lovwer Peninsula. About 47% of those hunting
| the Upper Peninsuln get deer while only 257 of those in the Lower Peninsula
t deer. This mesns thet the Uover Peninsuls hunters brought back sbout 190
depr and the Lower Peningula hunters brousht home =hout 275. I con see a number



of you raise your evebrows as if you sre wondering how many deer we have in the
S§ate anyway. Off hand, I might say, oh, a million or thereabouts snd right
hgre is where the connection comes in hetween desr and farming.

Now you men who menage farms know how many heed of stock you have and
hdgw much pasture end how much winter feed. From these fisures you kmow shead

of time how meany heed of stock you can winter, so you also know how much you
naed to dispose of before winter feeding begins. It may be news to you, but we
have the seme problems with deer. There is an abundence of summer pasture and
ymmer feed, but our wintering vroblems are just as sacute as those on a farm

id we have a2 22,400,000 acre farm instead of 160 or 300 acres as you have. Now
have, roughly, the number of head of stock on cur farm, we know how mach

mer pasture we heve (for =11 of our deer area is summer pasture), hut we do

¥t know how much winter food we have or the number of head of deer which it will
rry. We do Ithow, howevesr, thrt our deer herd ie¢ tso Yarge for our winter range
s mamber of countiesg, hercsuse deser thet heve dled from starvation have been
jund in many slacss. You gee, deer bunch wn in swamps and aress of hesvy cover
the winter snd only sbout 107 of our deer country is suitable for this. This
dkkes m» winter nonulation of from 150 to 300 deer pmer sousre mile. Now, deer
ean't eat everything thet zrows, just ne cattle can't live on corn stalks. With

Now you can bezin to see what we are up azsinst. With deer dying

poln starvation, no wey to incresse winter feed, more snd more yards being over-
rowsed every yesr. the conditlion is continmually becoming more seriouns esvecislly
diuring severe winters. The logicsel solution would be to reduce the deer herd to
e carrying csvscity of the winter yarde. This is what you do on farms esch
411l when you know how mach winter fsdder you have on hand. But we cen't do this
with deer. Of course the herd ies rsduced by the anmunl ¥ill during the regular
hiunting seregon esch fall, but on many pestures this is not sufficient. More

dger should be removed for they die from starvation before spring anyway. Also,
bgcause of the buck law only males can te taken leaving the does which does not
aduce the rate of reprnduction =nd = more seriouns condition develops the follow-

Supvose we look =t sme vieturss of these deerverds snd see just what
I
the conditions save.

351e. Here is the extent of the present summer range. This is my farm.
Fda. These black areas are winter yards or berne, we might eall thenm.
5Na. Some of the winter yards have planty of food for the deer using
them. The black aress on thie map show the locstion of some of them.

28la. Yards in zood condition have this sopvearance, plenty of green
cadar browse within ssey reach of the deer.

352a. But many yards have been overnomulated by deer during the past
add nll availnble food has been broweed out. These black aresm are yards in
pdor condltion.

263 . ond have thig anne~rsnce, Alpena County.

354, Desr have to stond on their nind lezs to reach food here. The
little one go hunszry. Newayzo County.

332a. Another scene, Montmorency County, where many dend deer were
faund in 1930,

| 377a. The chanse comes aulckly. Seene in Brldwin Creek Swamp,

Like County, Tebruary, 1972,

278a. By May, 1925, it looked like this. Fopd all gne and dead

de¢er beinz found.
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The following year, 1936, which was severe found scenes such as this!

380a. Dead deer from Longnre Swamv, Alcona County.
417. Deed deer from Styles Swemp, Newayzo County.
350an. Overbrowsed yard, Drummond Ieland. 40 desd deer found.
BSa. Sometimes deer a2ttemnt to yard in jackpine thickets. Here is
e that didn't quite vull throuzn. UNotice browsed jackpine limbs.

Z86a. Deer sometimes yard whers they coan browse an second growth
rdwood. This might almost be in your back wood lct.

3?5. During loezing onerstions deer sometimes find an sbundance of
nd in the tops of cedesrs cut for pests.

354s. But with » bunch of deer like this working on the tops, they
on look like

376, this. All cle~ned out in 48 hours.

433, It doesn't do mach f008 to plant browse either. See whrt
ppened to this pine and it should have been five feet hizh.

432. Here is a cedar killed in two years. No chance to zrow.
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Peeding doesn't do much zood becsuse it is too expensive over large
eas. LIt has been tried in = number of nlsces. In Alcona Connty a hunting
ub fed plles of 2lfzlfa hay in thet jackvine country ond 14 dend deer were

found within sizht of the hay.
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But don't be too slarmed. I have only toléd you the dark side of the
ory, Why, this past winter 1 counted 117 deer in sbout an hour in Ontonagon
unty. Another place in Ontonagon County five of us made 2 drive in a y=rd
d counted over 200 in sbout 20 mimutes. One man counted 42 deer cross o
nil, one behind the osther. In Alvena County sbout the firet of May Mr. Zettle
d I counted 270 deer in sbout two hours. Renorts reneatedly come into the
fics of 100 te 15" deer in »1felf~ fields, 2nd so on.

The winter losses are comm=rsble to your losses of sheen and cattle
ring the winter. It is te be expected th~t with =2 shortaze of food in some
ens and a herd of nearly » million deer, some loss is bound to result.

Oh, yee, deer have namrasites too.
442. The ceattle liver fluke infects deer =nd sometimes ecauses trouble.
391. Yose bots rsimilar toc those in gheen are common in desr and are

sericus in some areas.
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145. Iung worms slso are mrevalent =nd under severe westher and poor
od conditlons may csause nneumonina.

141. Yes and they have lice too. This fawn had rubbed the hair all
f his nose.

The winter just msst hers been very lisht and the winter losses plmost
significant. A few dead deer have been found in the weast end of the Upner
ninsula where snow was from three to five feet &een. Conditions now indicsate
at next fall Michisen will enter the deer censon with the lsrgest deer herd

the higtory of the State.
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