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I ImAgine • number of you :nen are deer·hunters, otherr.loe you 
J dn' t h ... vt w,nted to hen.r the Densntment ' s side of the deer story. ._'pny 
you Are n~oo fnrm~rn or ~re directly co~~ected ~ith f~r~in~. You m~y 

nder how drcr ~nd fpro·n- are relPted. Well, I'm ~oin to try ~nd co~-
b ne them for ou thi even·n • ~ut fir t, let ' tPl~ huntin . 

Inl the ePrly dr:1ys before 181') nll of "ich· ~R.n (5.,,1)00 sou~re 
m les) w~s dAer territory (Slide or St te). Then the better Pr,ricultur~l 
s ilc were ftottled nnd , T~ 4 ~~ ~ } beinp pushed north. 
A'tout 1900 t perE 1 • .. tle hunt in._ ;outh of :>. l:ne be t een B~y City r~nd 

' 1 nbout 33 ,000 snupre milet:\ of cieer te tory. Forest fires 
tl...,tion Man "')U.!;hed the 1.eer h~rd still fA r•'1er north t"nd in 

?Q the onl 700C huntin~ r~~ in tr:e north~...,~tP-rn ~a rt ~ n of the Lover Peninsula 
d of coursl the. vo'?e r P~nl "lsul:> '"b•re htln';i.n,: h~~ .,1 ~ been fr-~ir-to-r:ood. 
litie) Ab- 1 t · ~ ti:::e ~.::c~~ ~n b~cP.r~ ceE'r conscio'J. nd cl !!l~l')ed dor.n on 

res cti?:l.~. ~u t ...,h.,t "'>:'ob~'::l:r !:elned :nore '"'~ fore t fire nrotec-
'Jrene ~nv~r b~~n tf) co::~a in 0 !' t!':E: v~s t '?inc ....,l~i s th ... t h<1d nrevio~flly 

r ~~ .,re~~. 

1 .. 1Y'Pnent deer ."lP"f.ti'1 inh.,.bi. t .,nd A.,..e hu"1tea or ::>ut ~5.0;')0 equ1:1re 
tr St "'te , 16.~00 in the Ut:JJ')e r Pen:~r;•.:tl~ ~· nd lR, ~ in the Lower 

f S1ire 100!1 d~er ~·reP m'!.th nEYll onen "'rer--) . Lr> , f~ll 14 countieE! 
., hrmti '1f , r,l);ne of which h ... d been closed f o r } yeprs . Accordtn 

the lf'te :"'b"J.l~tions over 1~r ,I)'Y) dee r b:.nters -:•ere 1 the V1oods lAr.t 
1. , tiiPte <- t no:cnte th ... t f1bC1lt 31)1. of the~e \"';>!'e in Unoer Penln.,uln 

?C){ in '1e '!:.o"·e:-- Pen'...,~:....lP. A n~r'lf>l :;er- r ... ov.P sf'e or· 554 in the 
r Penir tl" , b·J.t t:_ i ~ ;::.>s inc~"!'"Ced 'wo 70.,. l::.!"t f...,l, ;. nrobably to the 

t he ne~ t e rritory. ~~i~ ~~"l'1~ th~t there~ about 5 hu~terR 
s re ~ile of deer h~~tin~ PreA in the LoPer Peni n ula AS co o~rcd 
i"l u· tTn'?e :- :?0:1in~ula. 

r .r '..ll')"lOl.':e you."' ~nt to '-'::no1'7 vhe1·e the best hunti ~ i. . First let's 
J.1 :->tiona. :~r.ny of you hu"ltera won't beli eve his: we wouldn't 
e h"c'i c:1ec\r-ed it S') raucl: V'C v;oe re "lsh~;ned of 11r lves . Deer 

aus drive on selected S-"'.:mle .,:-e"~ of "V""!':><re tP:-:d tor;; in sev""n different 
Alitiec. 1· <lic~te thrt t;:e deer uoou'!.~>tion i~ the 1} ...... -,e :- •n'nsula is ebout 
deer per $~"J."'!'e ::Jile ...,~d ::i•") in the lo .... er Pen:nsulJ'> . Al" the sex r:>tio 
been abo one buc:': for e~ch ~ doe<- in the '!Jn':)er Pe ni.nr l~' t~nd one buc• 
epch fou doe~ in the Lower Peni~svlP. •i gurin~ on or ~nt of herd, 

l!b .J.t 3 buc'-':'s ner S(lU~re mile in the Uu?er Peni r ..llP lind the Lo~·er 
t!l ' • 

~·c to -~t b~c~c to hu!:tine:. You ~ow th~t tht le 'f!~Y out on the 
of the ] 'lb ~>l,..r-y£> looks best: well, deer hunt!n ~,. is ~h ut the s~":lc . The 

t huntin ~ - :. i\r.;.r.d V'P:' ove1· in the 'l'!e<;t end. of t~e t'uoer Peninsu a. More 
a than 40~ ~ thP h~r.t~~~ ~oin~ to ~~ebic , ~nt~~~?on , He bton ~nd Iron 
Co·nties re uc~e~sful . Frox. trere e"<-t ~>nd south ~tnlin decrea~e~ in qUP.lity 

A 
~1 1 only ~>l: 1t ""''c ,re ~ucces~ful r--lon=- ~he "'o-....t!~ern t rder o"' de r ru:ero in 

Lo'l"'er Pe"'ir.r r> . J'"' c ''son C,.,unt~' f'"~nt~he~ .,b.,ut 1500 deer hunterc, 41)0 to 
Uoner Penin 1 t'l fl!l.d l"'l": to the Lor~ :- Peni"!"s-.J.lA. uv ..... t l17~ of those huntin 

the Uouer Pe~"l '1!';•~1~" ?~"t cleer while onl;r ".5...- of P ln th~ Lol'1er Pen"ltsu1R 
deer. Tij.is ns th:>., the ~tmer Pcninsul"' !:'..<.nter~ rou ht bl'lck -.bout 19') 

· th~ LowE' Peni h,.lnterr br'~UP'ht hO!!•e c!v '75. I C"'n see n nu.b l' 



you r~i~e your eyebrows ~s if you ~re wo~~~rin~ how mRny deer ~~ ~~ve in the 
f! e P.nywoy. Off hAnd, I '!li. ht sA.y, oh, 11 million or th reA.bouts Pnd ri ht 

where the connection comes in bet~een deer a~d fnrming. 

Now you men who ~~n~ e f~rms knov how m~ny hePd of stock you hPve P~d 
w much pn.r't1.:.re "'nd how much n.:.nter feed . From these fi fl"'lreo you 1 ~0\'7 PhePd 
ti e how roPny hePd of stock you can winter, so . ou Rlso knov hew rouch you 

ned to disoose of before · ~ ~ ·· ~ b~ ins . It ~y b<> new~ to you, but we 
ve the ot>:r:e problems vit:-~ deer . Tr.,.,~ is Pn A.bund~nce of summer PA.sture "nd 

but , r ,-· rot r-ri. nc.,. o roblem "If' i ..... P"' E~cute PS thos<> on A f.,rm 
, 400,000 ~c~e :f'r.:n l~stePd of l f'"' or ._~"~!') ~cres m; you ht\ve . Now 

w have, ro hly , t he nu:nb•:r of he"O of "'tock on our r~ ........ -.r,e kno- ho- much 
s T.:ner .>.,st ~ vu~ hPve (for "11 of ou r ceer P!'E'"' t!'; sm:'ne r :>Poture) I but "'IC do 
~ t know ho- r.uch V' i ntP.r :food ,.,e hnve or the 11.u.mter of l-.~ •6 of deer which it will 
c rry. Vle 1 ·,.now, hov•ev · r, t~..,t our deer herd '!. ~ too b"t for our ~inter r""np;e 
i ::~ nu:"lber o : Co'...lnties, 1)ec~use C.c:er thr>t h:>ve died frorr. d rv tion h"ve been 
f und in IJIDn ' ')ll'IC€HI . Y,.,u see, r ..,er bunch u;~ in ~wn.-::~..,~ r-no :re-.s o-r rtf3PVY covt~r 
i the wirt · ~nd o~l;,r ."·bout 10~. of our deer country i~ suit..,1le for this. Th ' s 
m kes P Wi t ar no-r,ul~t:.o"' of frt'\:!1 151) to :\()0 deer 'Ofll" ~'1Ur>rf 1ile . Uow , deer 
c n ' t ePt · ~rythinz th~t ~ro~s . just ns CPttle c Pn1t live o~ cor~ stalks. W"th 
t' e ground cover under three to five feet of s '!'lovr , onl:: co~r"'• brows'J is rlVf'il~ble . 

~rn-r ~·ou c~n be~..,.in to see ,.,h.,t .,-e ~re uo P.2'"!inl'l t. 1i th deE>r dying 
f on stPrv ion, !10 WPY to incre1=1<~e ~inter feed., rnore 1'•nd mo rr I{Prds be · nR over­
b owsed ev"'~y ye:>r , tte condit1-on is contiru~1lv 'b ecomi n,::; mo r e geriout esnecil'l.lly 
c• ri"g sev t e v•inters. I'he lo?"ic~l solution would ':l e to r < ' c the de~r herd to 
t e cnrr;vin~ c,n.,ci.ty of the ?.inte::: y~rd.~. 'I:"lis is '.'fht1t y ou do on f"rms Nl.Ch 

f 11 when knov1 hovr !ll'<l.Ch winter f0dder : 'ou h r>.ve on h.,nd ""ut re cr>n1 t do thiR 
w th deer. Of course ths herd is reduced by the ?.:nnunl l<ill dtlrinr, the r<>p:ulftr 
h ntin "'~r on e~ch f~ll, hut on ~nny u~~turen thiq is not ~fficlent . Uore 
d cr sho\lL .. be removed f ol· they die fr0:.1 c;t:.-o rvr1t ion befor e rorine anyr.Ay . Also, 
b cause of '; he bac~: lPYI only .n-"les c::ln be tnt:.en 1.:;-Pvin~ t ... ,.. hCJs which coes not 
r duce the r~te of reur0duction <>nd f'l more !H'?rious condi ticn , velons t he follow­
i :: fP.ll. 

Suunose we look Et sme ni. cturc;s of these OP.erYPrrl .,nd see just wht~t 
t ' e condit · nns f'l re. 

z- p. Here tr-. the exte11.t of t he :prec;ent su~mr.er e. This is my fPrm. 
~ ... "'~ ' T!:e~e bl~ck .<!l"ePs 13!'E.' Y!i nter ynrds or 1Jr.>rnz , " mi -ht CP.ll them. 
'7 

1h . Some of the ~7inter y~rds h.03ve nlr>nt y of food :>r the deer Uflinr.: 
t em. The l!.r:c~:: ~rePs 0n thi!? mAu she~ the loc!lt!on of so:r.E. of the:>t . 

~('ln. Yprds in g cod concH tion h~ve thi~ l'l"Onenr~ncl"' 1 't>leTlty of Preen 
~ dnr 'bro - -wi tr.i n ~~!!:Y re:·>ch of the deer. 

'7.-?,P. :Bu.t :n:m:.r :r."'rds h<~ve bee11. ove~o'iu.l~ted b;.; nP-er during the pn...-t 
a d nll m 'll"ble f o od hf-l~ been 'brovrsf."d out. Ttr- ~e hl.,ck F "' 'I ore Y"'T<ls l n 
p or co:-1ci.i t~on. 

~c~ . ~11.d h"lve thio r.>nne""rP~ce, AlnenP C0unty. 
:0:':: 4 . Deo:r h:>V<.? to ~t,no. on their hind l E:?l" t rePch food here . The 

l ttle one hunfry. Ne~nyJO County. 
~ P. Another scene, ~t!o'"lt:no rency Cr"JUnty, where .... ny d.e""d deer were 

f und in 19rz'J . 
:-'"' :'1. 'J'he ch.<~n_Ye COule~ ouicl.>::ly. Sce11.e i.n B~ 1 d~ in Creek sw~mn I 

L ke County-!\ ' fl.:.." r;r I l 0:':2. 
:wl ~. "\r Mt~~r. 1935, it loo~-red .ike t:--.i ... Food n.ll gnne :md dMd. 

d er bein~ f f und. 
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The followin,rr yeror, lC36, which Wfl" severe found scenes such pr. this : 

DeP.d deer from Longore SwRmn, Alcon~ County . 
DAt"d de r from Styles s-. .. mn, Nev;a,.Y.ZO County. 
verbrowsed Y"r' ""...,, '~"~1"11 I 1 nd. dQ do d deer found. 

Sometimes dee_ ~'>ttemnt to y~ro in J~ckoine thickets . Here ls 
auite '!')U,, ~rrl':l'.l,yh. !Zotice bro.,.. .. t'l • cknine limbs. 

D l r Pt~me-; yr:>rc rhere the;r c<>n • ,. se on second growth 
1:i!2'ht r>l ·nost be i.!".. ~0ur bf1C~,.. wood let. 

DJ.ri!lg lo<":r!.!l? ouer~tionR c1e er ~o:neti fin' an bundance of 
i!l the ons of ced.!:>rs cu.t for posts. 

_:::4.~ .• But wit!~ P b·..t.'lC!'l of deer like ti:".is -r.orki.nr n the tons, they 
look like 

276 . 
•!:Z~. 

t" this 
4~2 . 

thiq. All cle.,ned nut in 48 hours. 
It doesn't do !!lucb good to !)l?r.t browse ei .. h~ r. 
1.)1 ne ~.nd it should hFJve been five feet :oi.<:rh. 
Here ig t=~ ceCl ,.,r killed in two ye::1.rs. tro ch nee to erow . 

F eding doesn't do il'll.lCh .::mod bec"'use it is too e) nslve over 1..,rge 
R e ... s. It ~f been tried in P ~~ber of ~l~ces. In . Alco!l~ Co1nty ~hunting 
c •b fed p'1~s of ~lf~lf~ h~y in thPt j~c~i~e country ~nd 14 e~d deer were 
f nd within e1i ~ht of the hay. 

~1t don't be too Pl~r~ed. I h~ve only told you the d~r~ qide of the 
i'ih~r, tr.is nq~t 7'inte r I counted 117 den r jn ~bout P"l houn in Ontonngon 

C ty . A.1C'th er nl.t~ce in Onton~gon Count:r five of us It~>de P dr: e in ~ y-.rd 
r d cou.."ltei ~ver ')'!() in ~·bout ~!) minutE-s. One m:m counted 4" lr r croflB p, 

t1~11. one behind tte other. In AlnenP County Rb?ut the firs t of' if.o:>,y Mr . Zettle 
·-;;_?c; deer ir.. ;:-bout t'II!'O hou:'!'L 'Zenorts re.>nep t~cl) y C)m~ into the 

1'1 ) tc 15~ deer in PlfPlf~ fields, Pnd so on. 

,.,, ~ ~i nte!' los!'les Pre co::rp')rnble to your lo!';s~~ of .,} een :cond cn,ttle 
the ~i~ter . It is to be exnected th~t ~:tn ~ ~hort~~~ o~ ood in some 

'lere of ne1:1rly"' million deer, some- lo~s is bound t o result. 

r1, yes, deer h~ve n~r~sites too. 
44~5. The c~>t tl e liver fl u~:e i nfe~ ts deer Pnd someti :~es c~u~e~ trouble. 
~o1. . ~Jos<'~ bot!l !'"irni.l~r to tho<:-e il"'. chPe"1 rrE> corrmo r i n deer <>!ld nre 

s ·ious in s >:O€ Aret'ls. 
l~~. :.un: worm~ plso ~'>!'e -o:rev?lent <>"'ld under severe v "'"'ther a11d l)Oor 

od conditions ~~ c~un~ ~neumorilR. 
14l. Ye~ ~!1& they hP.ve lice too. Thi~ f~'>~l'l h~d r~bbe~ the h ir ~11 

nose. 

'"'he v;inter ,juf\t nPst hr-s been ver·; li ?ht "'!10 the ~j ,t losSP.El f'lmost 
i <>i ~nific nt. A few deP1 ceer h~ve been fot:nC: in the vreqt el"Jd of the Unuer 
P insult he re snow wr.s fron throe to five feet ~eeu . Co~diti ~ now lndic~te 
t t next r ~11 1/iic~li ?:.Pn r.i ll e nter the deer ~er'lson vri th the l~r _ "St deer herd 
i the hi ~o ry 0f the St.,te. 

I. H. 3r>rtlC' tt 


