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'l'he approx11!l."'te ap,e of juvcni1e phea3Ants ca.."l be a.ccertsined 'b1' 
~~lining their pltanaee. Attached ie a table, descr!'bine these pl1ll'laB6 
dlf'feren.ces. Since cocks ~ than t.,.,.elve ueeke of age are not likely tp be taken b7 lmnterso .t'b.e table etart;s with ~-relve weak old birds., 

This ID."thod ia not completel;r fool proof., Venation 1n 1nd1v1dualll 
c m:~ount to errorn ot ao much as two ~eke 1n ~.. In some easeo deYo-
1 ent of ~DB feathers may not eppeP-r consistent ~ith devel~~t of other 
plumaee. 

You can gnard ar.ainst the moDt obvloue Rbooby tra.po"• howenJr, 
bf checking the folloldDg& 

(1) lian&JD'bcr to f1ret detemine whether or not tho b1r4 ta a 
1le. Trying to run an aiult bird t~h thle kq c,uJ.d gi.-re yoa 

1!1 o weird BDS\fet"So Appearance and length of spuro 11 a eood criterlou 
f r oopara.ting old from ~g0 btlt chGCk it with the lower mandible 
t at. ~ thaugh thct earcaca 1a tltU'f• the lower mand1blttJ of ~..n old 

r4 vi.ll not 'break when ~ tl:mnb 1e carofully forced 1nto the birde 
mputh. If' you are fDJ!l1Uar wt tb the teehn1queo oXtmlne the 'bo.raa for a 
pbs1t1ve cheako 

(2) A fw 'birds nenr develop tho wht.te r1ngo 

b (:3) CSJ"Ctully enmine the tail to mllke certain that the bird 
not accidentally loot eo:ma tail foathel"so This coald rewlt in an 

1 urate tail meaour£mento 

Primary faatho~ Are molted from the 1ne1d& out - numbor 10 
d.rst~ then 9. 8(1 7, eta. Ntmbel"s 2 and 1 are thf) last oneeo An •tn.. 
e~lete }Jrima.rytt io on~ whteh 1e ehort0 or ia full length 'b1.1t is still 
b :uisll on the ba.aa0 or "&heath". When C!2t.l!lmin1ne the flrst and second 
P. mary espec1a'l.ly', be certain whether or not they ere new feathers. for tre old jtlvenile fee. then mq not ,et be shed! 

If you happen to loea.t~ a banded phea&l'.nt, p~~e t:ey to see 
1 ~. and send us the st;e with the 'band rmmbe.... The agefDanded b1.l'ds ie 
khown, and it will glve uo a chmlee to eheek thlo ~ teohn1queo 
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Tail le:nc;th appTorl.lll:1toly 6 1nche!J. li'atrly un1fom euppory colored 

'bron•t; pnle Rt"BY1tili bluo emmrent over lc;.,.eJr lnclt: BJXI~ rump. 

Rtid conop1cuouc crOlUld e)"ls; 1r1d~~eent ~en fea.the1•o v1o1 blo 

on cratm and ncye of nl"ck; bluie.})...gruen 1norP.rs1ngl.y clear on lO'Ifer 

'bl>.clt and ~~ colored 11r..dult" pllOPF,8 gen:erally more contrplcu.ou 

aver body thsn ~ning juvo.-'\11~ plumaeo: te.!l length spprcxd.mn.tel7 

8 inehee: flret elm call1't haard. 

t1'h1te rine; aro~ nool: faintly outl1nad by the ttppearance of o.wer~Jl 

white fentherc. (S~e blrd.o 6.o not deYelop the white rtng). Pr1-

1:13rlea f 2, :3, 4 US1Ulll7 inr:o:!lplOt8. 

White rlug eonopicuCJtl.r. around neck: eolord •M.ult" plun-~ gen.. 

ernll:r over e.ll parte of the body: one long, xr;.rrow Ueht gre:r p tch 

olong rl.ght end left aldea of neck: cocks at th1e ~· a~ear Glaller 

or aOI:lowbat ocrevny ,.,hen comporecl 'd th adult eock:e. 

PrimarietJ 1, 2, 3 'Wnlally 1nccmplete. 

Gtwr pe.tdhe1 on neek cbl1temted by typical bronze pl'Ul!laee: tnll 

spproxtma.tely 12 1nchen long. 

'1'&1.1 Bp!)l"'Xlrnat.ely l!J' inches lone. 

Second end possibly third primary still incomplete. 

Te!.l approxinately' 16 inches long. All primer1es complete msmt. 

1 which 1s still incomplete. 

Gen~ral appearance of 7oung cocks comparable to that of adult b11'd1 

in tall.neaa of bod;r end finlched e.ppeR.ranea ot plumage; tail ltml.;th 

epproxtmatel7 20 tnehe•. 

Tall l~h approxlma.tely 2l inchen. Plum.?.ge is now abo'tlt complete. 


