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The approxinate age of juvenile pheassnts can be ascertained by
sxamining thelr plumage, Attached is s table, describing these plumage
dlf'ferences, Since cocls youngsr than twelve weelts of age ars not likely

Thie meatholl 18 not completely fool proof, Variation in individuals
ppy amount to errors of as much as two weeke in aging, In some cases deve-
t of wing feathers may not appear coneistent with development of other

| You can gnard against the most obvious "booby traps®, however,
by checking the followingt

(1) Remember %o first determine vhether or not the bird is s
avenile. Trying $o run an adult bird through this key cruld glve you
spme welrd answers, Appearsnce and length of spurs is a good eriterion

for separating old from young, but check it with the lowver mandildle
test. Dven though the carcass 1s stiff, the lower mandidle of an old
bird will not break when your thumb ie carefully forced into the birds
aputh, If yon are femiliar with the technique, oxmmine the turss for a
psitive check,

(2) A few Mirds never develop the white ring,

(3) Carefully exemine the tail to make certain that the bird
not sceidentally lost some tall feathers, This could result in sn
scurate tell measurement,

| Primary feathers are molted from the inside out - aumber 10
rst, then 9, 8, 7, etc. MFumbers 2 amd 1 ars the last ones, An "in.
poplete primery” 4e ome which is short, or is full length but 4s still
bluish on the base, or "sheath®, When exmmining the first and second
mary especia’ly, be certain whether or not they zre new feathers, for
» 0ld Juvenile feathers may not yt be shedl

If you happen to locats a banded pheasent, p e try to are

1‘.andsmdusthsagow1ththo'bmdm'ba* The ol birds is
o and 1t will give us a chance to check this aging tcc}miqm.

B, A. MacMullan
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26 weeks
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Tail length sporoximetely 6 inches, TFairly uniform coppery colored
breast; pale grayish bdlus apparent over lowsr back and rump,

Red consplcuons around eyes; Iiridescent green feathars visible

on crovn and neps of neck; dluish-green increasingly clesar on lower
back and rump: colored "aduli* plumese gemerally more conspiououns
over body than remaining juvenile plumage: ta2il length spproximately
€ inches: first alert calle heand,

¥hite ring around neck faintly outlined by the appearance of several
vhite fenthers. (Same birds do not develop the white wng). Pri-
maries # 2, 3, 4 umslly incomplete.

White ring conspicuous aromnd neek: colored "adult® plunsge gen-
erzlly over zll parts of the body: one long, mrrow light gray patch
slong right and left sides of neck: cockes at thie age appear smaller
or somewhat screwny vhen compared with adult cocks,

Primaries 1, 2, 3 usually incomplets,

Gray petéhee on neck obliterated by typical bronze plumage: tail
approximately 12 inches long.

Tail sporoximately lfl' inches long.

Second and possibly third primary still incomplete.

Tell spproximately 15 inches long. All primeries complete gxcent

1 vhich is s8t1ll incomplets,

CGeneral appsarance of young cociks Whlo to that of adult birds
in fullness of body snd finiched sppearance of plumsge; %all length
spproximately 20 inches.

Tall length spproximately 21 inches, Flumege is now about complete.



