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362 WISCONSIN HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS. [vol.xvi
This is a numerous nation, but it is divided up into several vil--
lages, on account of the jealousy of the men of m.nmﬁb.n conse-
quence among them, who cannot agree together; and, as ?@%
are proud and warlike, they carry on war against nearly all the
others. But, inasmuch as they are divided, their enemies de-
stroy them so often that, unless they umite, they run the
risk of being completely exterminated. It would be a great
pity, for they are worthy people, fairly mild and civil, and more .
inclined, I think, to listen to the voice of the Gospel. They do.
not mind the profligacy of their daughters, but are very u.oﬁcﬁmx
of their wives; and, when one of the latter is oo,bﬁogm of un
faithfulness or adultery, her husband has her head shaved, cuts
off her nose and ears, and thrusts her out of his cabin. ﬁ er |
that she goes whither she wills, and her kindred have nothing:
to say, for such is the law of the nation. ,
* * * * *
Then comes the river St. Joseph. ‘
with a French garrison; and there is a village of HKEBE
same nation. This post is the key to all the nations bordering
on the north shore of Lake Michigan, mon.%mﬂwwm no.
- the south, owing to the incursions of the roquo
interior on the North side there are several in a
tion, such as the Mascoutens,
ouarias, Kikapoux, Ayouez, Sioux, and Tintons. ~© =
The Sioux are a proud and haughty nation, who war &
all the others; they surpass the Iroquois in bravery Ea. .
age; they are vigorous, vigilant, watchful men, and real ' w

* * *®

There was a mowﬂ ﬁs

riors. : : ST
They may be said to sleep with one foot in the air [1. e.

always in motion], having a dagger hanging ,oobﬁuﬁmﬁ% from.
the wrist. Their bows and quivers serve them as pillows
When not surprised, they are almost invincible; but when they
are, they fight unto death. Indeed, it seldom happens that a
Sioux is taken alive; because, as soon as they see that they c:
no longer resist, they kill themselves, considering that the
not worthy to live, when once bound, vanquished, and mac
slaves. It is rather surprising that people so brave and 8o ¥
like as these should nevertheless be able to shed tears at

o

1718]

FRENCH REGIME 1N WISCONSIN 36
. 3
and so abundant] it o
Y that it can hardly be imac:
" . . Y D¢ 1magined. T think +F.
MH. nmmwymuboﬁ be believed without being seen ; for the Mwhmu_m ot
served to laugh, sing, and amuse ?mﬁwm?% %rmmMBmm
. a
d say that their eyes are like W:ﬁmmam
again become ag joyf v
¥tul as before, wheth, ir j
o . : » Whether their joy
o FHNWQ chief ooomm.uou of their tears ig wien uﬁrwmwmm““mou
ot ed m.oBmmﬁwm their people; thereupon, they address EHQMW
o MWH. allies or to the French commandant, Bend;j
afiy Lea ow »,M% utter woi.mzm Yells, and shed a deluge of M@ s
Gty o ok . m.w cease to weep and yell, and thejr eyes mwomumw
A M.M m.mw.m not M.mwﬁ. They afterward represent the
; 80 tnat one migkt y
oonte of 2 gEt say that th
pi %: ews :ﬁ&o dwelt on Mount QmimH.By who SM.M@@EMW@
roers, .vmomzam they had the gift of tegr .
several very rich lead mines in their country. > There are

—_—

1718: M
EMOIR ON THE SAVAGES oF CANADA AS FAR AS THE

'y

= u H~NH~M~NHOQ fr om gz zm- in ar Orncmm of H(Hubumﬁmna des OOwOH—.nmm Hm_me
'y »

Dressmark, “Canada, Corresp. gén., vol. 39, ¢ 11, fol. 354
- 99, c. 11, . ]

From T i
w ﬁwEMHHHwQ portage of Niagara, which is from two and a half
e ] ammdmm MME@ but offering a fine road over which H,M
WO or three times every ve ’ ;
o ¥ year; very fine f
ar enough to allow one to see 5 person MH_S.M% than mH.MHMMﬁmm,MM
ndr.

baces away—gal] the trees
are oak
entire road the land is not very WOMMQ. very large, Along this

M._::,O. ,ﬁrm —v-:qmﬁ } Oove _ 1& :—-m_ T_ 1S a V1 _N (5] Avm _T@ wm
non-

and beans, peas, Watermelons
very finely there. The Senontouans are of se

e

b bk
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w N8I
M@h_v ! m_, hot AdEHO
. s for powder and shot, :
., 1 for shirts, others m, the Sav-
E:mmmmmvw omwmmﬂwow : and, when the French come mo“ww ﬂw This
¥ 3843 G . - e .
some o%.mao Their packages of peltries WNMMM Hd&wor Is the
ages ¢ id the niagara C ’ : 1
e is made to Avoi S . endicularly
portags »dep%om water in the world, mmzﬁmm@mﬂw»mmr This
t shee y > three hundred
grandes {£ more than two or three e 1
; : more tha .y . {ichignan
from a r@mrm oﬂvo waters of Lakes Erié, E:SMSWMWO ﬁw mbﬁw
- chapees ivers that . V
fall meo?w.pﬁw. and consequently of all the Hwﬁ;om other Takes
aud m:wmmu vﬁEow Are numberless; and M.TWQ o in the diree-
V: e ar !
ﬁﬁomo H S MmMHo not know the names, and w H.bo The portage of
of which Syou [Sioux]. After passing tor of a leasue
. £y Y arter <]
tion of ?Mm ;um cends a river more %Em pmwn&wugw% has not
Niagara, one ¢ ter into lake Erie, V .

. + Six Leaoues, to en re attractive on
wide, moH.mHM awmﬂom,.“ The road Is much Hbou.wﬁob why fev
a very wide o?é on the Northern side; ?o,:_w Longer than
e mwosmrmp“ Hm is because it Is QE.&W wmwmﬂmmm%w one is not
beople 10L0W On either side of tha oo be

he North. n § of -game t0
?mm ow,p ?@mmmﬁ on account of The mﬁsumwsmﬂm&oa which are
cbliged to muu the Southern side are momﬁwoﬂ.o, Haum.ﬁ i
found there. . side. Nearly 100 leagues dou
, on the Northern s a andosanet. [Sa

Not ﬁ”ozwmy is a river which is called mzwoow,mum muoum;

a0ar lotr g L8

Mm Wﬁm_wa which The Savages Settled M:. ﬁmwﬁmm,@?ﬁmm and other

X . s { Carolinna—as lhe che

. . lirection o . d The Cha
nations in the squinanpo River and The Ch
‘o5 who live on the casq i * two: or thr
ohe m%mNMmmM ascend this river mmumciﬁm M.;ow., iat dor o
2 ey - u fasiee
anons. hen zmé make a short portage omw»— oM noes of elm bar
days, the or a wum road ; some of ,9.@,8 make o] é,rmoﬁ Aows

Hmmm.ﬁm 04_» ‘embark on a little River {the Mv. o &ﬁw, HT& “yy

and they W,.mb Auyo [Ohiol, which means . Mp s

into the River auFo. ¢ it is nearly a quarter o 8

It Is beautiful indeed, for it = t rapids, except a m,z_m?
id d has a fine current withou qu » This river falls
wide, an ¥ an arpent long. L
vhich is only half a . issysypy, forty
ommomﬁw ﬁ_wﬂmvaarm and thence into the missysypy, |
into- the S

nte.—ED. iver, and th
: See b umﬁwsomﬂwm.“owmmm the tribes on the Tennessee T R
2That is, “the .«

Shawnese.” —Eb.

1718] FRENCH REGIME 1N WISCONSIN, 365
Leagues below the Village of rouinsac,! where The fathers Are
Settled, and where there are some Frenchmep, This Oyo or
beautiful River hag its source abont thirty Leagues back of
[i. e., south from] the Senontounann nation. There ig a river
above fort des Sables on Lake Ontariau, ang near the Riviere
aux beufs, which flows into that beautiful river2
wishing easily to reach the misysypy wo

low this River op the Sandosquet

going hungry, for aJ1 those who have traveled over this route
have often assureq me that there was ]} Along that beautify]
River so vast 5 number of buffalo and all other wild animals
that they Were Often obliged to discharge theiy guns in order

to clear g bassage. They say that 2,000 men could easily sub-
sist there, B

From this Sandosquet River, to 80 to destroit, they eross lake
Esrie from island to island, and reach a place called Point
Plée,® where there is g Very great abundance of all sorts of fish, -
and especially of enormoeng sturgeon, three, four, or five feet
in Length. Tp one of these islands there is such abundance
of cats* that some Savages have in & very short time killed
as many as 900. The réason why the Savages cross is because
it greatly shortens Thejy route; for, If they did not do S0, it

would be fiecessary to go by the River which flows from the ter-
ritory of the miamis at the end of Lake Erie,

S and explorers, the nhame Wabash wag applied
not only to that river but to that part of the Ohio which ljeg below
the junction of the two streams. The “village of Rouinsac” means
Nmmwmmﬁ.? IIL; the Jesuits hag a mission there, Ct. p. 315, note 2,
ante.—~—Ep.

2Fort des Sables was on Irondequoit Bay,
see river. That stream doeg not flow into
waters are Very near those of the E_mmumu%. to which g short Dortage
would lead the traveler. The Rivisre aux

Beeufs (Buffalo river) ig
Probably Oak Orchard Creek, in Orleans county, N, Y.—Ep.
3Point Pelae, a long,

RArrow cape or point extending southward
from the north shore of Lake Brie, Between it and Sandusky Bay
lie numerous islands, partially bridging the waters of the lake.—Ep,
" 4The wildeat (cpg:z Sauvage) of the early travelers meant the anj-

mal now called “raceoon (Procyon lotor). See also, p. 237, note, .
ante.~—Ep,

a little east of the Gene-
the Ohio, but its head-
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366 WISCONSIN HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS. [vol. xvi

At the entrance of the River destroit, which Is very Wide,
{here ave four islands which are thus named: one, L'ile au bois
blane (Whitewood Island); The next, L'ile aux poux (Louse
Tsland); Another, 17le aux Esclaves (Slave Island); and
The fourth, Grande Isle. The last Is very beautiful, fertile,
and laree—having, it is said, a eircumference of six or seven
Leagues: This island has an extraordinary number of apple-
trees ; those who liave seen The apples on the ground say that
they lie more than a half a foot thick, and the apple-trees are
planted as if it had been done on purpose. The apples are as
large as small sweet apples [ponumes d'apt, “bee-apples”]. In
this ieland is found an abundance of very fine mill-stone. The
whole circumference of the island abounds in very fine meadow-
land, and for a Long time there Was much hesitation in choos-
ing between it and destroit for the scttlement; the island Was
1ot taken, for fear that the timber would some day give out.
The two sides of the river of destroit are bordered by the most
heautiful meadows and the best =ail ever seen. The climate
is very mild. It is six Leagues trom lle au bois blane to the
fort of destroit, where the French are.  Two Leagues from the
fort of destroit is an island called ile aux dindes (Turkey Is-
land) ; it is so called becanse it is always full of turkeys. The
island has very little wood, as it contains only meadows. Four

or five years ago Le tonnerre [Thunder], a great chief of

&

the renards, was killed there, with two of his tribesmen, by
the hurons Established at destroit. The two Renards who Were
with le tonmerre were devoured hy the erows or other animals;
but the body of the chief, a year after, Was still entire
and Had not been touched by any of the animals. The fort

of destroit Is Sonth of the River.  The poutonatamis have
their village near the fort.  This nation makes its cabins of

apequois [mats]; these are made of reeds.  All this work is
done by the women. This nation is well clothed, like our sav-
ages resident at Montreal.  The only oceupation of the men
is to hunt and to adorn themselves. They Use a great deal
of Vermillion. Thev use many buifale-Robes, highly orna-
mented, to cover themselves in winter; and in summer they
wear Red or blue eloth,

1718 FRENCH REGIME IN WISCONSIN. 367

la erosse, twenty or more on each side. Their bat Tcrosse] is
a sort of small racket, and The ball with which they Play Is
of very Heavy wood, a little larger than the balls we use in
Tennis.® When they Play, they Arve entirely naked; they
have only a breech-clout, and Shoes of deer-skin. Their bodies
are painted all over with all Winds of colors. There are some
e e o sevd o a1 e st oy

g 3 and, at a dis-
tance, one would take it for silver lace.

They play for large Sums, and often The prize Amounts to
more than 800 Livres. They set up two goals and hegin Their
game midway between ; one party drives The ball one way, and
the other in the opposite direction, and those who can drive
It to the goal are the winners. All this is very diverting and
interesting to behold.  Often one Village Plays mm.&umoﬁ an-
other, the poux against the outaouacs or the hurons, for very
considerable prizes. The French frequently take part in these
gawes. The women work in the fields, raising very fine indian
corn, beans, peas, squashes, and melons. In the evenine The
vonien and The girls dance. They adorn themselves mcmmb%.
grease their hair, put on white chemises, and paint their F mamw
vith vermillion, also putting on all the porcelain beads they
possess, so that after their fashion they look very well %.mmmmm‘
They dance to the Sound of the drum and of the sisyquoy [rat-
tle], .ﬁ.Eor Is a sort of gourd with pellets of lead inside. There
are H,oﬁ. or five Young men who sing, and keep time by beat-
ing the drum and the sysyquoy, while the women dance to the
w.w%mwwu and do not miss a step. This Is a very pretty sight
»»E.F H.ﬁ. lasts almost all night. Often the old men %:”om Hbm
medelinne* they look like a band of sorcerers.  All this is

1The game here described, called by French writers crosse, was a
mmﬁdi»m one among most of the American tribes. For full descrip-
tien o.m it, see Jes. Relations, x, pp. 185-187, 231, 326-328; xv, 179. The
American and Canadian game of lacrosse is adapted from the Indian
game.~—Eb.

2Medicine dance; practiced by the medicine-men (midé). See W. J.
Hoffman’s description of the dances and other rites of the Mitd’ wit, or
“Grand Medicine Society” among the Menomonee Indians, in Q.‘ 8.
Bur. Ethnol. Report, 1892-93, pp. 66-161,~ED, ’
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358 WISCONSIN TIISTORICAL COLLECTIONS. |vol.xvi
done at Night. The Young men often dance in the daytime,
and strike at the posts; it is in this dance that they recount
Their exploits; on such occasions they also dance the scout
dance.t  They are always well-adorned when they do this. All
this Is very interesting to sce. Theyv often engage in hunts
of this sort in order to get tobacco.  When this nation goes
hunting, which is in autwmn, they carry their apaquois with
thew, in order to make their cabins every evening. All the
People go—nien, wouen, and children ; and they pass the win-
ter in the woods and return in spring.

The hurons also live in the Same dircetion from the Frencle®
fort, perhaps an eighth of a league; they are an exceedingly
mz@zm:.po:m nation. They hardly dance at all, and work con-
tinually raising a very large amount of indian corn, peas, beans,
and sometimes French wheat.  They build Their cabins all of
bark and make them very substantial, Iligh and rounded like
arbors, and very long. Their fort Is well enclosed with a
double row of palisades, and bastions, well strengthened every-
where, and has good gates.  They are the Nation most loyal to
the French, and ave the best hunters that we have. In Their
Cabins thev have a sort of chamber in wheh they sleep, and
which is elosed. Their misiraques are very neat. They are
the bravest of all the Nations and have a great deal of intelli-
gence. They are very clever.  Many of them wear jerkins and
cloaks. The men Are always hunting, Snmmer and winter,
and the women work. When they go hunting in autumm, a
great many always remain in their fort to guard it. These are
old women, and ali Winter those who remain gather wood in
great quantity. Their soil is very good ; indian corn grows
from ten to twelve feet high; and their fields are kept very neat,

1Charlevoix describes these dances in his Journal historique, pD.
296, 297. The first of these he calls the “calumet dance;” each warrior
strikes the post with his hatchet, and relates his warlike deeds. Of
the scout dance, Charlevoix says: “It is a lifelike representatton of
all that is done in a Hostile Expedition; and, since, as I have already
stated, the Savages usually aim mainly to take their enemies by sur-
prise, it is doubtless for that reason that they have given to this exer-
cise the name of Scouting.”—ED.

1713] FRENCH REGIME IN WISCONSIN. 369

so that one cannot find a single Weed in them, although they
Are very extensive.

The Outaonacs live ou the other side of the River, opposite
the French fort. They have also a palisaded fort. Their
cabins are almost like those of the hurons. They use apaquois
only when they go hunting. Their cabins in Their fort are all
of bark, but not so neat or so well made as those of the hurons.
They are also very clever and very industrious, both in hunt-
ing and agriculture. They have the same customs as The poux,
as H@memm Their dances and Their juggleries, and their games
of la crosse and dish.

This dish game is as follows. Eight little balls, red or black
on one side, and yellow or white on the other, are tossed on a
dish. When he who has the dish tosses them so that seven
of the same color turn up, or all eight, he wins, and continues
to play as long as he throws in this way; but when he throws
otherwise, he or she with whom he Plays takes The dish and
Plays in turn. In all these games they Play for large sums.
They, and all the other nations likewise, have also the Game
of straws.!

In all those countries the forests are very fine, and yield
every kind of timber and of fruit. There are walnut trees,
bearing walnuts like those of France; very fine plum-trees; and
blackberry bushes, bearing berries that are very sweet, large
and Long. There are a great many chestnut trees %m&&um
abundance of nuts. Lake herié, which is fully three hundred
Leagues in circumference, Is bordered with them.

A League from the fort of destroit is an island called ile aux
cochons (Hog Island), which is a League in length.* It has
the finest timber in the World, and prairies without end. It
is one of the most beautiful islands to be seen, and has very
fertile soil. Five Leagues from destroit is a small Lake called

1For further information about these games, see Jes. Relations, X,
Dpp. 187, 321, 322; xiv, 285; xv, 246; xvii, 201-205, 242.—Ep. o
2This island, now called Belle Isle, is a handsome public park for
the city of Detroit. Regarding its location, cf. p. 283, ante.~—Ebp.
25
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370 éﬁnoz,ﬁzEmacﬁgroorhmodozwT,crxﬁ
te. elene," which is seven leagues in Hm:m@ and not very ﬁd%w
as one sces the land on either side. This lake Is well m:m~
with Fish, especially with Whitefish, but mE.mm are .Eé as mwOA
as those at michelimaquinac. Before reaching this .r%ﬁ vow
come to the peninsula where the renards were defeated by
ﬁmwowww forgotten to report the Nwmbers of mwm nations )za
destroit. The hurons count one hundred men; The poux Hvo<
men ; The outacuacs about one hundred wen aud a great many
women. Twelve Leagues from the moi_.o.» destroit, always as- i
cending The River, yon will find the wisisaguez Savages, whoe=
dwell on a beautifnl island where they E:w_ cleared some r:.&.
They number about 60 or 80 men. Hrm:., Hm.bmdmm.@ Hm) Ew.m
The outaouac, with but little &mS.Ewoc. Their oz,nnoEa..ﬁo
The Same, and they are very m:;:w:._o:m. All these M_M.Dw.:m.
make a great many bark canoes, which uf.o very profitab maES
Them. They do this Sort of work in the summer. he
women sew these eanoes with Roots; The men cut ms.m shape
the bark and make the gunwales, cross-picces, and ribs; 3.5
women gum Them. Tt is no small labor to make a canoe, in
which there is much symmetry and measurement; and it is a
curious sight.* Eight Leagues farther is Hbo muﬁ.mbao of lake
huron which is fully as large as lake heriée. Thirty leagues
into lake huron, in a westerly direction on the route toward
Michelimaquinae, you find the Saguinan, where are Settled
some outaouacs, amounting to fully 60 men. They are on the
islands at the entrance to the bay of Saguinan, ﬁ.w_ﬁ.m they rm.«d
their villages and cultivate their lands, on which i.%% raise
orain. ﬁnrms they are not at war with the other nations z:.,.%
w“mmmm crops on the mainland, but they always till 9.@ land in
both places for fear that their supply of food may fail. Their
land is very fertile. Game of all sorts Is abundant, and fish

1 Apparently a copyist’s error for Ste. Claire. The peninsula men-
tioned at the end of this paragraph is identified on p. 283, note 2,
ante.—EDp.

28ee Hoffman’'s description (with illustrations) of the process of
canoe-making among the Menomonee Indians, in U. 8. Bur. Ethnol.
Rep., 1892-93, pp. 281-285.—Eb.
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also.  This nation Is the most Unruly and unmanageable in
this whole region. They have the same customs in every re-
spect as the outaonacs. On the other side of lake huron,—
that Is, to the North,—is matchitache, settled by nisisaguez
savages, who have the same customs as the outaouacs, You
have here The portage of toronto, which takes you from lake
ontariau to lake huron, a distance of fifteen Leagues.

From Saguinan you go to Michelimagquinae, where the Jesuit
fathers and some French have Settled. Tt would be possible,
if one desired, to dispense with going to Michelimaquinac in
order to reach The St. J osephe River and chicagou. La bay Is
on the same side as Michelimaquinae. Tt is Settled by the
puants and the folles-avoinnes; there are some French also.
The Saquis, who Are another savage nation, also dwell near
these nations, 1 have been told, being fifteen to eighteen Leagues
distant. The puants and the folles-avoinnes are not numerous
each tribe Numbers possibly 80 or 100 men. The Saquis num-
ber 100 or 120 men. The two former nations, as far as I have
learned, have the same customs as the outaouacs and the poux.
As for their language, it is not quite the same; but whoever
understands the outaouac tongue easily makes himself under-
stood by these two Nations. The Saquis are like the poux be-
cause they are closely allied and have the same customs. The
Saquis are settled On the Same river as the Renards, and that
River leads to the portages of the ouisconsin, which flows into
the misissvpy. This is quite near to the Sioux.

All these Nations Are very industrious and have four women
to one man. The Renards Are 18 Leagues from the Saquis.
They number five hundred men, and have a great number of
women and children. They are as industrious as they can Be,
and raise extraordinary erops of indian corn. They have a
different language from that of the Outaonacs; an interpreter
of the latter could not, serve the renards. They are well forti-
fied. They have the same customs as the poutonatamis, as re-
gards dancing and games, but not as regards dress; for the
men wear scarcely any garments made of cloth, and the major-
ity wear no waist-cloths. As for the women, also the girls,

they all wear these. They are made of deer-skin, black or
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372 WISCONSIN HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS. [vol. xvi

brown, and are adorned around the edge, in some cases, with
little bells, and in others with ornaments of iron or copper or
tin ; over these ave also worn Dlankets. Their women are quite
pretty, and not at all black. They hunt a great deal in this
region, and live in great comfort, as they have abundance of
meat and fish, for that river of the renards abounds in fish.

About fifty Leagues from the renards in the Direction of
chicagou, are the mascoutins and the quieapoux, who live to-
gether on the bank of a river whose name I have forgotten.
Thesa two tribes together do not amount to two hundred men,
but are brave and warlike. Their Langnage and custoins™re
pearly The same as those of The Renards, and they have as
good Legs; for these nations run down the stag afoot, and even
at the present day they use the bow and arrow. The quicapoux
and the mascoutins are not Far from chicagou, it may be fifty
Leagues distant. When they wish to go to destroit or the St.
Josephe River they have to pass by way of chicagou.

The River St. Josephe Is to the South of lake Michignan,
otherwise called Take of the ilinois. Many follow this river
to go to le roché, because it Is a fine river, and they thus Avoid
The portage des chesnne and that of des perche. It is a river
at The end of Lake Michignan, and goes to le roché, which Is
an jlinois village.!

The St. Josephe Is a river on which Lived formerly The
miamis and the poutouatamis, who had missionaries among
them; and it is not so very Long since they Were there. It
is the best place that could be found for getting a living and
cultivating the soil. There ave in this place pheasants, as in
France; quails and paroquets;® the finest vines in the World,

iThe St. Joseph river formed, with the Kankakee (which was
reachéd by a portage of three to five miles in length, at the present
South Bend, Ind.), a convenient route from Detroit to the Illinois set-
tlements. Of the portage here mentioned, that of des Chesnes (“the
oak-trees”) was the one from the Chicago river to the Des Plaines—
the earliest and best known route between Lake Michigan and the
Mississippi; the other, des Perches (“the poles”), was probably that
from the Calumet river to the Des Plaines, at the present South Chi-
cago.—EDp.

.2The Carolina paroguet, formerly found throughout the Mississippi

-
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which yield a great abundance of excellent grapes both white
and black. The grapes are very large and solid, and The
bunches very Long. It is The best vegion in all that coun-
try. I believe they [the Miamis] have departed from it only
on account of the wars waged by the Renards, the Saquis, the
outaonacs, and all the other nations in that country. The
River St. Joseph Is thirty Leagues from chicagou, and chica-
gou is thirty Leagues from le Roché. The ouyatanons Were
also at chicagou, but they feared the canoe people,’ and con-
sequently left the place. It would not be difficult to make them
return, and it would be of importance to have them there for
various Reasons. The principal one Is that they ave near the
English and the Sonontouans, on account of the easy road be-
tween them ; while at chicagou it would be very different, when
they would have to travel nearly a hundred Leagues overland.

Te Roché. The jlinois live here on the bank of the River,
and the French live on the Rock, which Is very High and im-
pregnable.  Prairies extend farther than the eye can reach;
and from the Top of the Rock you can see herds of jlinois
cattle roaming over the prairies. This nation has always been
At war with the Renards and the ouyatanons. The jlinois of
le Roché number 400 men, and are eighty Leagues from the
ouyatanons, and more than one hundred and fifty Leagues from
the Renards. This nation Has a different Language from that
of our people at destroit; however, our poutouatamis under-
stand it in part. This nation use the bow and arrow a great
deal. They Are all dressed in deer-skin, or in Robes of buffalo,
wild-cat, wolf, pole-cat, beaver, or otter skins. All the above-

and Ohio river valleys, and often mentioned by early travelers. A.W.
Butler says (“Birds of Indiana,” in Indiena Geological Report, 1897,
p. 819): “This beautiful little parrot was formerly found throughout
Indiana. It was last reported from Knox county in 1859. It is now
almost extinet in the United States, being at present only found In
small numbers in Florida, and in a few favorable locations in north-
east Texas and Indian Territory.”—Eb.

1Meaning the northern tribes, both Iroquois and Algonkin, who used
cances; this conmveyance was unkrown to most tribes south of Lake
Michigan.—Enp.
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mentioned Nations tattoo their bodies with all sorts of figures
and designs. Nations of this Sort do not kill much beaver.
As regards games, they have the same customs as all the other
nations. They live on the bank of the jlinois River. These
Nations fasten exccedingly well everything that they make—
garters, Belts, and cords for powder-horns. They make these
to perfeetion and with great ingenuity, and work figures on
them. Their women are comely, and not at all black. They
spin the Wool of the buffalo, and make with it $all these arti-
cles. These jlinois people also make cabins with apaquois,
with which they also shelter thewselves from rain and snow.
They are very elever.

On this same jlinois River is a village called pimiytesouy, oc-
cupied by jlinois, and about fifty leagues or more from le
Roche. At about the same distance on this same River are
the caokias, who are jlinois. They have as missionary a priest
nanied Monsicur Varlet,' who is to return there next spring,
1718, He Has gone to find a priest to go thither with Hiin.
This nation Is thirty Leagues from the “illage of Roinsac,
where The fathers are, which is ealled caseaskias; they all are
Jlinois, and all have The same customs. The French who are
settled at this Village say that it is The most prosperous miis-
sion among all The Savages; its people are very devout and
an example to the Trench.  This nation Is quite populous.
They have all The same customs ; they are very Industrious, and
do a great deal of work. In those regions they raise a great
many Irench Melons, which have green flesh inside, and are
very excellent. The climate Is delightful. The Savages, be-
sides raising a great deal of indian corn, also produce a great
deal of French wheat. There are three flour-mills ; one a wind-
mill, one a horse-mill, and one a handanill. They have oxen,
cows, pigs, horses, chickens—in faet, everything necessary for
their subsistence. The Frenelt wheat thrives very well here;
it is Sown in autumn, and The elimate is milder than in France.

iDominique Marie Varlet was sent to the Illinois by the Seminaire
-des Missions FKtrangéres of Quebec; he labored with them from 1712
to 1718, when he was recalled to France.—Ep.
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Between this village of the jlinois and the other on the
ouabache it is 40 leagues.  Going down the Misisipy from
ouabache to natches the distance is 260 leagues. This is the
only village to be found along the Misisipy in going to the sea.
It is 500 leagues from the sea to the village of Rouainsac, where
The fathers Are; and there is always a strong current in com-
ing up the Misisipy from the sea.

I Return to the River of the miamis. Its entrance from
Lake Esrié Is very Wide, and on both sides, for a distance
of ten Leagues in Ascending, there is ncthing but continuous
marshes. In these there is at all seasons game without end,
especially in autumn and i1 spring; so that one can not sleep
on account of the noise made by the eries of the swans, bus-
tards, geese, ducks, cranes, and other birds. This river is sixty
leagues in length, and is very difficult in summer on account
of the shallowness of its waters. Thirty leagues up is a place
called la glaise [the place of clay]," where one always finds
wild cattle [buffalo], who eat the clay and roll in it. The
miamis are Sixty leagnes from Lake Esrié. They number 400
men, all shapely and well tattooed. They have abundance of
women. They are very industrious, and raise a Kind of
indian corn which is uulike that of our tribes at Destroit.
Their corn Is white, of the Same size as the other, with
much finer husks and much whiter flour. These people dress
in deer-skins; and when a girl Is married, and associates
with another man than Her husband, the latter cuts off Her
nose and has no more intercourse with her. This is the only
nation that has this custom. They arve fond of gaming and
dancing, and are mainly occupied with these. The wowmen are
well covered, but the men wear very little covering, and have
their bodies tattooed all over. From this Village of the
miamis? there is a portage of three Leagues to a very Narrow
little River; and that river, after following it 20 Leagues, falls
into the oyo River, or beautiful River; the latter empties into
the onabache, another fine river, which falls into the Misisypy

1[Now] Deflance, in the N. W. of Ohio.—E. B. O’CALLAGHAN.
20n the site of the present Fort Wayrne, Ind.—Eo.
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40 Leagues frem cascaskias. Into this ouabache river empties
also the casquinampo [ Tennessee], by whieh one goes to caro-
linna; but it is a long distance, and always against the current.

Tt is on this ounabache River that the ouyatanons are Set-
tled. They have five villages, all built close together. Ome
is called ouyatanons, another peangnichias, another peticotias,
and another Les gros; as for the last, 1 do not remember its
name. But they are all ouyatanons. They speak like The
miamis, and are their brothers; and indeed all #he miamis have
the same customs and style of dress. They nwmber fully one
thousand or twelve hundred men. They have one custom
which is not found among any other nations—they keep Their
fort very clean. They do mot allow any grass to grow there,
and the whole fort is strewn with Sand, like the Thyleris
[Tuileries] ; and, if a dog drops any exerements about the fort,
The women pick Them up and earry Them outside. Their vil-
lage is Situated on a high Elevation. They have more than
two Leagues of fields, where they raise Their indian cern,
pumpkins, and melons; and from that Elevation one sees noth-
ing but prairies, stretehing farther than the eye can reach, and
abounding in buffalo. Games and dances without end take
Place among them. All these nations use a great deal of ver-

milion. The women cover themselves, but The men wear very

few clothes. It is by the oio or beautiful River that the yro-
quois come; and, as they Are very dangerous, it would be im-
portant to prevent them irom having intercourse with the ouya-
tanons. This warning has Leng been repeated, but no atten-
tion has been paid to if.

The Misisypy rises in a Lake in the syou country. This
river passes near the jlinois. This is about all that I Know
about those places, for there are also many other rivers coming
from the direction of the testes plates, which also empty into
the Misisypy; but I have forgotten the names of those rivers.
There is one called chaouenons.

[Endorsed: «purnished by Monsieur de Sabrevois in 1718. 6 Cap-
ada.”]

-
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1718: CONFERENCE OF WESTERN INDIANS WITH GOVERNOR
VAUDREUIL, AT MONTREAL.

[Part of a letter from Vaudreuil to Council; dated. Oct. 30, 1718.
Source, same as that of preceding document, but fol. 143.1

There ie no warlike movement among the nations of the upper
country; and everything has been quiet there since the expe-
dition Made in 1716 against the Renards—except among the
Kikapous and the Maskoutins, who have continued the war
against the Ilinois, against whom they have made incursions, as
the Tlinois have against them.

The Renards, although they are allies of the Kikapous and
Maskoutins, far from taking any part in this war, have shown
that they Are disposed to maintain peace with all the nations
who Are allied with us. For, in spite of their fear of being
i1l received on coming here, Because they were not able to ful-
41 all the conditions of the treaty made with them by Monsieur
de Louvigny, they nevertheless sent Five of their principal
chiefs, accompanied by some others of their people, who ar-
ived at Montreal on July 20th last, under the conduct
of Maurice Mesnard and Pierre Reanme, Interpreters. Three
Saki chiefs arrived at the same time; and next day those of
the sauteurs of Chagonamigon and of Keouéouenan on lake
Superior arrived also, with Sieur de St. Pierre, who conducted
them. Sieur de Vincennes had arrived on the 19th, with the
prineipal chief of the AMiamis and three of the Ouyatanons.

A few days afterward, having assembled the chiefs of the
nations of the upper country who were at Montreal, And Those
of the savages at Sault St. Louis, at Sault aus Récolets, and
at bout de IIsle, I gave audience to the Renard Chiefs, who
gaid that they were sent in behalf of Onechala of Kinetonan
and of all the other chiefs of their Village, by the Road which
Pemoussa had made for them, to Beg me to take pity on Them.
They confessed that it was owing to Monsieur de Louvigny
that they still saw the light of day, and that they had not yet
recovered from the fear which he had caused them when he
bad come among thems. They added that they hoped I would
be touched with compassion for their misery, and wonld not
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