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The Disry of John Vogel

Mr. Fred C. Hirzel, HMoorestown, Mich., copled the following
noteg from The Diary of John Vogel, just as he received them
from Mrg., Chariecs "Begs" Robinson of Grand Haven, a grand=daughber
of John Vogel, the first man to establish a home 1n Migsaukee

Countye

Mrs. Robinson ig the daughter of the first white child born
in Misssukee County. Her husband, Charles Robinson lg a Veteran
of World War I and Il. Her son ig aleo an officer in the A.A.C,
of World Var Il.

¥Apparently a mistake --see Page 15

Portial description of the pPrincipal adventures in the 1life
of John Vogel, written by himself, according to notes and memory,
and tranglagted for the family in the year of 1931, by Benjanin

- G. Cogterbasn, of fluskegon, Hlchigane

Hy'!father was Frans Vogel, born August 15, 1804, in the
province of South Holland, Netherlands. Iy mother was Derkje
Beegemer, also born in the Netherlands, whon I never knew as
she died when I was two years of age. Ny father was marrled again
in the year of 1843, to Geertrul Van Weenen.

I was born at Giessen Nieuwkerk, a province of Seuth Holland,
Netherlands, on September 8th, 1839. I attended school from my
6th to my 8th year at Glessen Oudkerl, Moving with my parents to
Noordeloog, I attended school there untll ny 12th birthday, during
walch time we experlenced Pressing poverty caused by sickaess of

my father, as well as the debressing conditlions of the times

At the age of 12 I began to assist my father in the support
of the family, but after a period of approximately six months,
asslsted by my father, I gecured a pesition in a Carpenter Shop
as an apprentice, my purpose being to learn the trade. The name
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/ of the shop Keeper was Hermanis Dlepenhorst, residing at Noordeloos.
A contract was made for three years 1ln accordance with the follow=
ing termss The first year my board provided by my parents; the
second year I was to earn my board, and the thlird year to recelve
board and a=s much comDPensatlon as my ability warranted. Thls con-
tract wag terminatcd at the snd of two and one half years on account
of the immigration of H. Diepenhorst and hig family to Holland,
Michigan, United Statee of America. 1 had a strong inclination to
accomPany them and gssisted by Diepenhorst brought every possible
influence to bear udon my parents. My father's mind had for a
long time been inclined toward America, but due to lack of fuunds
was unable to carry out his plan and considering that I was his
only living son, this first caused him serious thought and '
apprehengion. Yet after serious consideration he finally reached
the conclugion to permlt me to sail, hoping that at some future
time 1t mlight provide the means to bring about his own opportunity
to make the trip. He manifested full confidence in the treatnent
that would be accorded mg by Diepcahorst, as well as in my future
welfare. Dlepenhorst assuming my transportation expenses; we
departed on Auvgust 6th, 1854; A, D., from Noordeloos and were
accompanled by my Parents and sisters as far ag Gornichem, where
we took Passege to Rotterdam to sail, by way of Hull and Liverpool,
destined [for New York. The means of transportation wasa gailing
vesgel, and as a result of s me delay in England, we finally
arrived at New York on September 20th; and about eight days later
at Holland, Michlgan. 1 became 15 years of age aboard ship on
Septebber 8the

i

After a casual survey of the dense foregts, we settled gix
miles north of Holland, and called the name of the place Noordeloos.
After a courageous battle to conguer the forast, courage waned and
we moved on to Grand Haven, with the purpose in mind to engage in
carpenter vork at (as had been repregented) good wages. But in the
fall of the year (1856) there occurred a financial revolution which
resulted in the decline in value of paper money; therefore, I had
worked for money which had no value. However, having been employed
by Dlepenhorst by the month for about two years, I had earned and
was able to pay off my obligation to him for transportation by the
lst of November. Unable to agree with him further in regard to
wages, I went that same winter to Zeeland, Hichigan, and remained
there until the spring of 1857. That winter at Zeelend, while I
lived with a man named K. Schoenmaker, there occurred to me {which
ig my constant hope) the most important adventure in my life.
While this adventure during my elghteenth year will not end with
thﬁ annalg of time but is destined for Eternity, to answer the
oES;giiof*?f? gikgri and'ﬁ?at ?bﬂeCt' namelys; t> b?ing andsut Ahne
& Pl loanLon of God, ought constantly to be our first and highest
2lm in a1l 6% our performances. The koPe ig In me that then a
covenant was made in accordance with Hogea, Chapter 2.

On April 1lst I left for Grangd Rapids, intending to continue
Iy carbenter work and to improve my knowledge of the Eaglish language
~ - *
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e olisnd Seceder
ng at a shop by the month,
211 when I acoonpanied

I remzined until the

Ll received my relizlous instruction at b
Congregation at that plece. Soon receiv
I worked there during #hat gunzer until f
my bosg to Jamestown, Ottawa Jounty, where
followlng spring, 1658,

ak
{\

t I worked as a carventer for a certain Jan Rabhers
at Groningen, Ottawa County. In thisg family I enjoyed all the
privileges of my varental home. Thls hosgpitality continued into
the following yesr in 1859, during which time I was working for
myself at $1.0C per day. But in 1860 Jan Rabbers became 111 and
dled on Augugt 12th, assured of a glorioug prospect for the here-
after. Next to my parente I was most attached to him.

During the sunmer there wos a passhonate EFfUgdTd political
gtrugole between the Republican and Democratic porties Tor the
pregidential election. In Woyeaber, 18560, the Republican candidate,
Abrzhan Lincoln, was elected Yresidcnt of the United States., In
December was the beginning of the great rebellion, bresking out
Tirgt In South Carolina, and due to the perfidlous democratic
government wag left unapposed until March, and then tsken in hand
under the strong and just adulnigtration of President Lincoln., I
remained av my carpenter task, although there was much excltement
throughout the, entire country due to the increasing strength of the
gouthern| rebellion. In September, 1861, President Hincoln
lgsued al patriotic call for 300,000 voluntecrs, wlth a request
for loyalty to Preserve the nation. With unbelievable digpatch,
thig cell was answered by volunteers. Ag a result of which, I too,
on the 18th of September, together with twenty-five othcr Hollanders,
voluntecered our gerviceg and enlisted in Company D, 2nd Regimant,
Michigan Cavalry. I left a half finished house to be finiscd by a
Democrat, whose wrath appeared ndt 4o be geriously disturbed on
account of the unjustified and destructive agssumption of his scuthery
Party brothers. Presently on September 20th at Grand Rapids, I
-entered camp at the Falr grounds. We remeined there until November
l4th, on which date the 2nd and 3rd Regiments, Michigan Cavalry,
twenty-four hundred gtrong, deDParted for St. Louig, Missouri.
Thougands of loyal citizens escorted us to the depot. Many a
hearty mnd touching parting took place, andfor many, to be the
last. Upon our arrival at Detromt we were served a bountiful meal
brebared in the D.& M. depot. We continued our Journey via Alton
& 5t. Louis to Alton, Ill., and from Alton, Dby boat on the Misgiscsippi
River to S5t. Louls. As we continued our Journey, we were accorded
hearty receptions at various places and = very excellent farewell
as we depParted. But as we resched the southern part of Illinois,
our receptlon was less welcome until we arrived at ot, Louisg &n 1861.
Here we met many bleck slaves 2nd their inwardly blacker so-cailed
diaers, wid had goiled their bloody hands mistreating human
creatures, and were adding to their bloody task by lifting their
already soiled hands against a lawful government in an attempt to
pervetuate their abomnable system.
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In Camp Benton near the city, all our time was occubPlied in military
inge. Jlmmedi s1ly weabons were furnighed, consisgting of
Bg%%n;2%01ve¥gfoé§;es.ootgrs and side armg, Colt 5 shooting re-
volving carbines. In February 1862, about forty thousand men,
well drilled and well equipped commanded by General Halleck, were
there in cempP. On the 22nd of this month the War Department orderea
the entlre army of the United States to move south by boat down the
Migelssippie The object being to reoPen navigatlon for commercial
purpoesestto ite outlet at New Orleans, and also to cut the forces
of the rebellioug Souih in two, east and west of the Mlssiseippi.
But, many long and bloody battles were to be fought before this
became a realization in 1863.

On February 23, we landed at Commerce, Migsourl and went from
tbere on mwounted forces to New Madrid, at which place we had our
first real encounter with rebel forceg. After a short battle we
were ordered to cemp and ramzined there until early in illarch of

1862, VWhile there we could dally hear the heavy bambardment on
Igland #1C, and were glso occaglonally attacked by rebel bombers,
who attacked our forcesg out of Fort New Madrid. On March 13th a
general battle was fought under the Union Commander; General Pope,
which resulted in a retreat on the Part of the rebel forces the
following night. We gollowed up thelr retreat, crossed the
Migsiesippl In Tennesgee, and at Tiptonville captured twenty-four
hundred of the rebel forcese.

Eerly in April we embarked on the Misslssippil via boat to necar
Memphis, but due to our inability to land and being 1In need of
rationg at Pittsburgh landing on the Tennessee river, we returned.

After the battle ofShiloh, we asslsted_dn the siege of Corinth,
Migsiggippl, and engaged 1n other battles until Joined by two Other

regiments;y the 2nd lowa and the 4th Kangas Cavalry. In the later
Part of May went around the Rebel Army to Boonville, thirty miles
gouth of Corinth. We destroyed railroads and bridges, burning thenm
upon our return. After being abseut about four days we found
Corinth abandoned.

We gPent mogt of thls summer in different pPlaces in Migsgissippi
along the Mobile gnd Ohio Railroszd south of Corinthe I took part
in a battle et Blackland on June 4th, and was slightly wounded in
the leg Just below the knec.

In the month of September, 18623 our detachment went by rail-
road through West Tenncssee and at Paducah, Kentucky, we embarked
by boat destined to go, by way of Cincinnatl, to Loulsville for the
Rebels were assembled in great numbers throughout all Kentucky,
whlch resulted in our encountering the encuy early in September
at Elizabethtown. On October 8th, we fought a heavy battle near
Perryville, known in history as "The Battle of Chemplain Hills",
whercuron the enemy army retreated to Tennesse¢e. Early in December,
together with' two other Cavalry Regiments, the 2nd Iowa and the
9th FPenngylvania, we went to Nicholasville, Kentucky, to West
Virginla and East Tennessee t0 destroy the Xnoxville and R ichmond
Railfoad. While at Murirezsburg in Tenncssee the battle of Stone
River was fought, our troops belng commanded by General Rosencrans.
Colonel Carter was with our command. We had several engagements and
OnJDecember 31lst and Jenuary lst, 1863, took many prisoners, burned
bridges, caPtured traines and burned many supPly gepots. We were
engaged 26 days in this cevalry rald of which 18 days were spent
vithin enenmy lines, and escaPed py a very narrow margin over the
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Cumbsrland Mountains by way of Krank's Gap.

wvomard the last of January, 1863 we were ordered to Louisville
and from there vie feilrord to Nashville, Tennessee, thence as
mounted forces to Murfreesburg, where we remained for a time. I
the rmonth of March we moved to Franklin, Tennessgee, the encmy belpy
in advance of our force all the time. We engaged in many skirmishes
with the eneuy at different points, including Spring Hill and
Cofiumbia. In July we proceeded wlth the entire Army Corps known
as "The Aramy of the Cumberland", a major movement through the
centar or Tennessee, the objective being to capture Chattanooga.
e engaged the enemy July 27th, fighting what proved to be a
desperate battle atShelbyville, and captured the place, taking
many prisonerg. From there we proceeded to Pollahoic and Win~
chester, epperiencing much rain, which compelled us to find
shelter in t corn and cotton fields, during the nights sleeping
in mud and water covered fields. Finally we arrived at Bridgeport,
Alabama, on the Tennessee river, which we together with other
Cavalry were forced to crogs swlmming one-~half mlle harassed by
the enemy on the other gide, who werv held wack and opposed by
sharp-ghooters and artillery. A pontoon bridge was constructed
which enabled a large part of our army to cross. TFrom there the
Cavalry forces proceededtto Rome, Georgia, at which place we
encountsred(il:ic encmy uvnder General Longstreet waiting for us,
strongly entrenched and ready for battle. The best of our rationse
consisted of very large sweet potatces. Two Hollandergs were taken
pPrigoners, one of whom, Albert DeGroot, of Vriesland, Ottaws
County, died in Andersonville drison. We soon were forced to
return, and after strenuvous marches day and night arrived in the
forencon of the 19th of Septembsr on the Battlefield of Chicka-
mauga, where the battle was already on and continued wlth Tury
during the following day. We were on the right wing and lost
many men, and our right with other Cavalry forces experienced
great difficulty in the evening to stem the retreating army and
wagon trains, in an effort to "cover" them. Foriinately, the
night was dark. We arrived at Chattanooga the next forenoon.
Soon the rebels took their position Lookout Mountain and Mission-
ary Ridge. Ve pregently crossed the river and all the rebel
Cavalry aprpeared, under General Wheeler, attaczing our rear and
succeeded in completely destroying our wagon trains. Our Army,
with all the Cavalry, went 1n pursult, capturing a few prisoners.
After the battle I, with 19 others went under the protection of a
flag of truce inside their lines and rem2ined for one and one-half
hours engaged in conversatlion and eating. We pursued them the
next day, took a few prigoners, continued in pursult near Florence,
Alabams, returning to Mclinville, Tennessee, and from there by way
of Kingston to Knoxville, East Tennessee, which was surrounded
py Longstreet. We fought many battles during the fall and winter
in vicinity and farther east in Eagt Tennessee, among them at Straw-
berry Plains, Hoszey Creek, Sevierville, New lMarket and other places,

On March 29th, 1864, I re-enlisted with many others for another
three yearg, or during the duration of the War. 1 was graated a
thirty day furlough and immediately departed BSor Michigan to visit
friends, returning after 3C days to revort to Jackson, Hichigan.

Was ordered to Nashville, Tennessce, then to Franklin where soon
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Ehe rebel Cavalry was observed. Our Gavalry was order;d‘ln
pursult to Huntsville, Alabana, following the course of the
Tennessee River, 1f possgible to intercept the march ?f the
Rebel Army under Genera%uﬂood while Genegal Sherman was
continueing his famous "March to the Sea’”.

On October 7th, 1864, I was wounded by & gun shot on my .
forehead, three inches above my right eye. I fell from my horse,
was assisted to safety, my wound cleaned and treated and as &
resgult of skillful treatment by the Regiments1l Burgeon it vag
vossible for me to report for duty at my Regiment the ?o%lowxug
montn. AL Hailg point we were dally forced to revreat welore tine
Reb:? juwyy, unlier Goneral llood. Many cavalry battles took place,
under on November 3Cth, 1864, a general engagement resulted, in
which a about 3:30 o'cloek in the afternoon 1 was shot by a
musket ball through my left leg four inches above my ankle,
Together with my good Holland friend Hartgyin Degroot, who was
also slightly wounded, drove 14 miles that eveuning on horseback
and lodged that night at the home of a rich planter, quite agalnst

nis wishes, but we had our weapons and here 'might was rizht.
We ordered food and gervice of his negro slaves. The following
morning we procceded to cover the four miles to HNashville, but
experienced great difficulty 1n riding on account of our wounds,
Here we surrendered our horses and were received in a hogpital.
Hundreds were received 1in the hospital, haviing been injured

in the Battle of Franklin. The city was surrounded by the
Rebel Army while our Army was within it.

It was necegsary to make room in the hogpital for others
andz&fter two weeks we were transferred to Loulsville, Kentucrkye.
After a stay of two weeks it agaln became urgent that we be removed
in order to make room for the injured in the three day battile
before Nashville. I was placed on a boat destined for Keoluk,
Tows, but arriving at Caf#ro, Illinois, my wound was most gerious,
having develpped gangrene, which caused nmy immediate removal to
Pogt Hospital. I had lost ny momentoes, consisgting of & hat,
gocksg, boots, all marked with bullet holes. I regretted the loss
of theme bloody reminders very much.

My wound became worge at times it appearing that amputation
would have to be resorted to. The gplendid care and treatment 1
received contributed wery materially to my recovery naking it
possible to be transferred to Detrolt ncar the end of March., I
wag obliged to use crutches during the mummer. On August 1lst,
1865, the was being closed, I received my discharge as a Sergeant,
while 1 was still at Harper Hospital, Detroit. I was named a
Corporal immediately after the Battle of Perryville, in Kentucky,
in 1862, and shortly thereafter promoted to Sergeant. After my
discharge 1 remained two weeks with friends at Zeeland and
vicinity and left August 15th for New York on the way to pay 8
visit to my parents, sisters and other relatives in the Netger~
lands, arriving at Rotterdam on September 8th, my 26th birthday.
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The next day I reached the home of my parents at Noofdeloos;
my brother~in-law had passed away two days before my arrival.

I remained with them until the close of Sevtember when I
left for Hull, England, where by arrangement I met my parents
and sisters, intending to continue our jJjourney to New York from
Liverpool. After a sea Journey of 17 days we arrived in New
York and from there we traveled dlrect to Noordeloos, Ottawa
County, Michigan. I had pald the transportation expenses for
ny parents, sisters gnd brother-in-law, Arie Hoekwater. I
purchased five acres offland near Nocrdeloos and a half share
in & small steam sawmill and bullt a nouse on thls land.

My financiel condition until Januvary first, 1866, was as
followss ‘

Sevtember, 1854, My immigration debt, 56,00

May 1st, 1855 l L H 56,00
Hay 1lst, 1856 - " " - 56,00
Dec. 1lst, 1856, Indebtedness duve me 8.00

{This 58.00 never paiduj
April 1lst, 1857 to Grand Rapids, with bal. 2.00

Sept. 18, 1861, when I enlisted I had on hand
ahout 600,00

Avg. 1%, 1865, after discharsge from service, 1,500,00
i
Oct. 15, 1865, after trip to Netherlands Q00,00

April 1, 1866, after purchase of land, buying
mill and building houBe, in debt, 20C.CO

I personally constructed a barley mill in the saw mill and
operated that mill that year. On February 9th, 18567, the mill
burned down, leaving me with only the land and house and 3200,
debt. I resumed my carpenter work. June 23rd I was nmerried to
Barbara Herweyer, oldest daughter of Mr. andMrs. Otto Eerweyer
of Zeeland, Michigan. Was rich but not in money and possessions,

Ottawa County wasthickly settled by Hollanders and many
began to discuss opening up new settlements, mention being made
of good Government lands north of Big Rapids, in HMichigan. Ag a
result of thie agitation, meetings were held and it was decided
that inasmuch as T had the most knowledge and experience with
forestsg and land conditions I should inspect this proposed land.
As companions and also for the purpose of passing their judge-
ment concerning the land and its quality, three other persons
were chosen to accompany me on my Journey. Early in October, 1EGY
we started off in a wazon for Big Rapids and Hersey. From this
Place we went on foot northeast on Middle Branch and Clam Rivers,
locating Government Land at Clan River, which appeared to our party
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to be very favorable. After a two weeks trip we returmed, made our
reoort, and went to Grand Haven, walking. From Grand Haven, went
via boat to Manistee, walked from Hanistee to Grand Traverse, at
which place on November 7th, 1867, 1 together with other personsg
to0x upr a homestead in Missaukee County, the firet in this county.
We then traveled on foot from Grand Traverse to Missaukee County,

60 miles, through thick forests without a.road to follo?y from there
again on foot to Noordecloos, in Ottawa County, there being no
railroads or other means of transportation in this section of the

country at th=t tilae.

On October 6th, 1868, I devarted with my wife and on¢ child,
Derkje(Dora), my wife's brother, Jacob, and sister EBiftje(Bva),
Hendrick Zagers and wife, He drick Wegtveld and John Abbing, using
wagons as conveyances. Me and mine with an 01d wagon and span of
oxen arrived on April 18th at our destination after traveling
twelve days. I owned the South East quarter of Section 20, Town 21
north, Range 6 west. We arrived with two borrowed wheels on the
old wagon, the waogon having broken down ssveral times on the trip.
We camped along the road as we traveled, Te had 330.C0 in moncy
with which provisions were purchesed & Big Rapids., Arriving, ve
built a log shanty for each on their homesteads, plantsed some
potatoes and cprn and were happy. Sundays we gathered to read and
sing. The following fa2ll ny wife's narente and my parents followed
and thus the gettlement grew in nunbere. Froque:tly, together witin
others I was compelled to travel through the woods 60 miles to
Braverge Clty to take up more land. Soon after that I become in-
terested in pine landg and camped very freduently in the woodg., A
man was hired to cut down my forest, clearing during the summer and
Planting in the fall.

In 1871 I drafted a petition for the purpose of organization
the Townsnhipb which succeeded, and the Township was named Clam Union,
at the same time two other townships were organized,---Reeder and
Riversde, in the spring of 1872 I was elected Supervisor, Justice
of the Peace, Highway Commissioner of the Township of Clam Union,
and_Judge of Probate for Missaukee County, vwhich offices of Judge
of Probate and Supervigor I filled for a period of years.

During the sumnmer of 1372 I agsessed two townships in 40 acre
bParcels, Placing a valuation for taxation according to the value
of the land &hd the timber. During the fall of that year I
assumed a lumber position, cstimating two million feet of lonzs, and
realized one million eight hundred feet, which yielded no profit.
The following winter I did not follow lumbering but sold the yield
of ny land and worked on my farm such time as I could spare after
discharging my official duties. Tane fall of 1874 I purchssed more
Government and State land which was covered with pine. Followed
lumbering that winter and made a profit, enabling me to open a
general store the following summer, starting on 2 small scale in
our log house, as I was now the owner of a frame dwelling house in
Which we lived. 1 followed lumbering that winter, purchased more
Pine land and sold logs at Muskegon. Lash winter I handled from t"n
or three to Ijve million feet of lozs. During the summer of 1676
1 served two months on the Juryiin the Unigted States Court at Grand
Rapids. I’also contracted to have 2 large frame store built and
kept steadily adding to my stoclk, bought up produce which was
sold again to surply lumber camvs.,

In 1872 a church Congretation was organized and a school opened,
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Church and gchool were bullt on my property, which I freely gave
for thigs purpoge. In 1872 I opened another store at Lake City,
the County Seat of migsaukee County. Boon thercafics L scld o
half interest in thisg.store to Arlington C. Lewis, which partner-
ship was continued for three years. During 1878 a Government Post
Office was authorized and named Vogel Center, the office being
conducted in my store. 1 a2alsgo sold General lMerchandisge at Falmouth
five miles from Vogel Center, on commission, my agent being Dr. L.
Morehouse, which contract I rescinded the following year. I

also rented and oPerated a ssw mill at Felmouth at this time. From
then and until August, 1881, ny principal business was lunberiag

in logs and conducting a general ctore, although at the time I kad
accuulated a general a good farm, consisting of about one hundred
acres cleared land and in eddition 45 acres of stump land, sown
with grass, a etock of cattle, horseg, etc. During the spring of
1881 % had ¥ive million feet of pine iOgs in the river and lost
§3,000,0C as a result ofthig venture, thie was due to difficulty
experienced 1in attempting to transfer the lggs nut of the Vest
Brand of the Clam River into the Huskegon River, which discouraged
my lumbering activity and resolved to give uP that business.

I algo decided eventually to change my place of residence,
noethern Michlgan being too far north for profitable farming.
Early in Avgust I determined on a trip through the West, and pur-
chaged 320 acres of land in Lancaster County, Nebraska, at a prige
of 48.00 per acre, and also bought two c¢ity lots in Lincoln, the
Capitol of that State. I rented ny store at Vogel Center, sold
my stock of 14 horgses, all other stock @ d chattels, rented the
farm and moved to Muskegon, accedting a position with Torrent &
Ducey, at Mugkegon, at a salary of $1,200.00 per year, as their
agent to purchase Pine wood and logs and as Superintendent and
Paymaster for transportation of logs for their mills. On October
10tn, 1881, we moved to Muskegon. During the fall of this year I
sbent five weeks in the northern part of the State of New Yorl,
where in Franklin County, on St. Regls River I purchased for my
embloyers 53,000 acres of land for the drice of #130,000.,00,
returning home to take charge of operations on the Muskegon River.
June 19, 1882, I left lMusgkegon for the Upper Peninsula, to »dur-

chase Pine land, arriving first at the City of Margeetbe, and
sPending some time in the woocdg. Returning to Muskegon on July
13th, I found my entire family afflicted with measles and not yet
recovered. Egspeclalyy, I found my beloved child laggle very sick,
who to our very great sorrow passed away on the morning of the

16th, and was burled the next day. Our new house being com-
Pleted, we moved Into it on the elghteenth. This house was located
on Terrace Street. The two lots were purchased for $600.C0,

the house with fence and water costing $1,900.00. A few days later
I azain deParted for Lake Superior county, remaining there until
Septes ber 21lst, hurchasing while therc, for Torrent & Ducey,
approximetely 195 million feet of standing pine for $1104000.00
Pert of this veing Government land. The following fall I con-
tinued to buy and supervise thelr operations on the Muskegon River.
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Prom time to time I sgold my holdings in the wicinity of Vogel
Centey, Missaukee County, where including my farm of 165 acres 1
owned about 5,000 acres of land, being sole owner of some of_it
snd having a 1/2 or 2/3 interest in the balance. I had previously

urchased 80 acres of land from my father, Frans Vogel, pe& bin he
geingttoo 0ld to continue to work his farm,; part of the consider-
ation for such Purchase being that I was to furnieh a home for
. my DParents as long as they lived. Therefore, in the spring ar
188%, X pbuilt them a new housge on ny farm at Vogel Center at a
cost of 3250.00.

On July 27,1883, I gold my homegtead farm of 160 acres to
Reve. Jdan Scheprers, at a Price of 34,200,000, resewving one acre
withthe houge I bulilt for my pareats whnere they were to live the
remainder of their lives. Also reserving the land I hud breviouely
‘given for School and Church. I continued during all of that year
to work for Torrent & Ducey of DJuskeion, st a sal ry of $1,200,CC
Pe. ycar, Purchbacing pine 1and and 1Wervlising thelr logging
operationg on Muskegon Rivers

On Janusry 2nd, 1884, I gtarted from Muskegon vp river with

J s s &
Mre John Lynch, who was a Partner in the Ducey Lumber Company with
ity WD M J

John Torrent and Williem S. Hofetra, to buy timber and lozs for
thewr mill at Worth Muskegon, upon an agreement th-t I was to have
1/4 1nterest with them in the loge and timber .nd they each algo
1/4 interest. They owning the mill, and I to pay them for sawin
‘at the Prevaillag rates. Algo to pay interest on the money in-
vested in stock of logs and timber. I obtained:this year about
20 million feet of logs, mnd we all made a good proflt.

John Torreat wss Bresident of the Company, taking no active
Part, William S. Hofstre.and John Lynch managzing the mill and
lumber business. I was to procure the timber and dogs to the mill,
do gll up~river work, including Betting logs to the mill.

During 1885, we proceeded in the game line and by December
31lat had égggwcut and skidded and part hauled to the river amount-~
i?g to 35p148,532 feet. Ve made a fairly good profit that year
a.Ls80e.

In 1886 we continued the same work. The Ducey Lumber Company
being unable to saw 2ll the logs at its mill that I sent down the
river, algo bought mnother mill ot Horth llus'tegon, callsd the old
Farr i111le Ve hed o Eairly ovolfitable yeor. Continuisg ol in
1887 1n the same way until December 13th, when I bought fraom
Mrs. H.O. Langher shzre of the capital stock of the Ducey Lumber
Company, of the Dar value of $13,125.CC ~ith 1he -ccunulabod ur-
¢ivided dividende, sgreeing 19 pay thereafter 320,CCC.0C, part in
cash and bslance in notes, which were 2ll raid with interest in one
yegr{Lgiving me about 1/5 of 511 the stock.in the Lunber Comnany
anc ite crivaings, lu=terd 90 Payinz the Jompeny = gow bil a my
1/4 of lumber cui, which turned osul a profifab{e a;rangéméngjfgg RE .

In 12282 continued zlong t
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and operating the two mills of the Compeny at North iluszegon, tne
logs in the river scaling over 36 million feet. This was our
Pigoest year in lumber. One of our millg burned down and we
goon rebullt it, eo that within 9C dzys had 1t operating agaln.
At the epnd of the year, the Company shwewed 2esets of 5222,72C,79
over liabilities. :

In 1889 we Drocceded along the same lineg, and I put into the
river about 15 million feet of logs, but it was not a very profit-
able year as the price of lumber was low. We did not lose money
but made some, and on Wovenber 6th, I sold some of the Company s
stump lands, amounting to about 46,00C acres, to George S. Frost
& Co., of Detroit, for 344,781.0C and also bought about 9,0C0
acres oFf pineland in the Upper Peninsula from the same firm for
£175,000.C0, for Jonn Torreat 3/4 and for myself 1%,

The Ducey Lumber Combnny gredually closed up its busicegs
as a Company after about five years of successful oreration. 3
bought for John Torrent and myself from George S. Frost § Co. all
of the pine timber left on stumd lends, to be cut in two yeers,
and began to cut it and - put into the river on my own account,
uging whatmoney I h~d and borrowing such additional money g I
necded. '

n 1890 I bought John Torrent's interest in logs put in
river, being about nine million feet, for about $55,0C0.00 and
had them sawed at Torrent & Co.'s saw mill in Muskegon for $l1.75
per M. feet. I 2lgo attended to closing up the matters of the
Ducey Lumber Company, as 1t still had many . logs that year and
algo Jumber to sell. I received this yaar aut of the Company
about $18,000.0C cash on my share, after paying for steck and
aeccaunts and exPenses of putting my nine million feet of logs
in the river. Price of lumber wag not high.

In 1891 I got about 11 million feet 5f saw-~logsiin the river,
but it proved a very eventful year on account of fallures striking
me, by which I lost pPractically all I had, by direct losses and
results therefron.

In January I had bought 31 new houses and lots, flats,
cottages and s corner store for about %48,000.C0, owing thereon
§37,500.C0.These were all new brick buildings, intending to pay
what I owed on this proverty out of prcceedg of Jumber during the
summer, when fzllure gtruck me agnd finally I logt this property
also, except 215 acres of land in Adamsg County, Ohio, being 60
miles up the river from Cincinnati, which I got in trade for my
equity in Chicago propberty. I even had my homestead in Muskegon
mortgaged for $#1,500.00 and hed to commence all over again at
52 years of age.

In 1892 1 movedto Chicago with my family, trying to get from
under pPropPerty load with as 1iittle loss as posgsible. I also
engaged in the real estate businegs there but tis did not pay
€ither and on August 5th I left the Chlcago business in dasgust.
I went to gee some lumbermen in Wigconsin, then on August 19th
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I went to Muskegon. I made a contract with John Torrent to move
hig mill to Sault Ste. Marie, HMichigan, and manufacture timber
in the Upper Peninsuls, in waich I had 1/4 fintceest with 55,400
paid on it. I worked on that job of taking down and moving the
nill the balance of that year and also did sowe tlmber estimating
in the U-per Penlnesula where I took sick and wae lald up for a
few weeks. At the end of the Torrent beimng dissatisfied and
arbitrary, Xnowing my present financlal condition I settled up
with bim, loslng what interest I had in timber and work. From
then on & engased to work for wages at $100.C0 & month until

I could do betéer. Needing daily supvort for famlly I accepted
this and took charge of a lumber camp neor North Muskegon. 1
had moved ny family back to Muslkegon in September and we livad
in a rented house, our old one being occupied by my daughter
Agneg and dmanlyy. The end of this year was very dliscouraging

t0 mee.

In 1893 I worked $or John Torsent for monthly wages up to
June 3rd. Then I commenced to look around again for myself to
get hold of some timber lands, but found it very hard to work
without funds. Filnally I secured some credit and to pay in
logs, sterting some logging camps in the fall, selling the logs
to lugkegon mill men. On the phole 1t was a very hard year for

Ce |

In 1894 it proved an unfavorable winter for logging on
account of lack of snow and was costly. I made no money on the
logging and in the gpring had not money enough to pay for labor,
gur®lied, eamp outfits, tools and teams, so I {turned over =11 I
had, as near egual as possible, to creditors and qult the logsging
business. 1 paid some ofpy creditors later on when I could, and
on April 24th I went south to New Orgeans, upon letters received
from my former partner in the Duecey Lumber Company, Lr. ¥W. S.
Hofstrza. Most of the balence of this ¥ear I looked over land
and estimated pine and cypbress timber in Loulsiana, for daily
wagcs of 55.C0 per day and expenses. This ig a hard life to get
a new start.

During this year my father Frans Vogel died of old age, at
Vogel Center, aged ninely years and ten days, his death occuring
on Saturday, August 25, 1894, at 8:30 A. If. He was noted
Particularly for his honest and upright character all through life.

(I am not sure but that the dateg at the firet
and second paragrarhs agove should be 1883 and
1094 instead of ©3 and ©4. I am, however,
copying cxacily as written. HNever the less,
Pages g and 10" show quite comolusively that

the dates adbove are weong. I an therefore
writing the above Jdatey 1q onencil what I

believi to bs righi. m™4,)

. In 1325 I conginued land looking and timber egtinmating in
varlous southern states, mostly of cypress and pine timber for
J.D. Licey of New Orleans aund also for some othsrs. This was a
year o very nard workK aad little headway Tinanci g {

: , : ad eadvay financiall but I kept
on the watch for chances, ’ 7 p

In 1826 I proceeded to continue the work until July 1, when
I commenced my employmant for Loulsianie Cyvress Lusber Compaay o
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Hervey, Louisiang, to take charge of the woods,pIOgging and towing
of Cypress logs to the mill at a salary of $l,BGOaOQ Der year. This
was a very hard and complicated job with one hundred twenty men in
the woods camp, both black and white. The worX wss doneg wita fteam
machinery to get, the logs out and with three tug boats to tow fhe
logs sixty miles to the mill at New Orleans. There wag all water
and mud in the woonds, also slligators, large sneaikes, frogs and.
innumerable ingects in the watcr and air.

In 1827 I continued wilth Cypress Lumber Co. until my year
was out and then I commenced to work on a yearly salary of $2,OCO
and exPenses Tor D. A. Blodgett of Grand Rapids, my work being to
take entire charge of hisg gouthern pine lands in HMisslsaippl and
Louisiana and to buy more when found desirabk . Also to look after
title and pay taxes, regulate assessments, prevent trespassing and
prosecute where necessary. I was to receive $2,500 annually after
t e first year. Mr. Blodgett has between 300 and 400,000 acres in
nine counties in Mlssissidpi and in three zmarighes in Loulslans.
My headquarters were at Hattiesburg, ligs. I have several assistams
in the woods and all the responsibllity is left to m: . _I nmake
monthly reports and aluays have promptly all the money I called
for. This buginess 1s much more agreszable and gives mutual
satigfactione.

In 1898, 1899, and 1900 1 continued with Mr. Blodgett in thne
same way that I have above described. I have a very busy and
responsible position but the work is pleasant and when it is
abPrecinted 1t glves good satiffaction to the principals as well as
to myself. In the later part of 1899 I can sece th~t I made some
headway for myself and also the beginning of 1890. On February 13,
190C I nmade for myself a Purchacsc of same timber land Mr. Blodgett
had rejected an obtion on. 1 obtained the option myselfl from the
Southern Pine Co., a:d sold it to the Gage Land & Improvement Co.,
meking' a commission of $4,652.40, Cut of this I paid remaining
indebtedness on our home at Musgkeypon, bousght diano for daughters
and other needed goods. 1 h=d some money left to buy some land
on my owvn account for profit. Thizs was the Ffirst real good year
that I had had since 1889,

In 1901 I continued with Mr. Blodgett but wrote him in Januacy
tendering ny resignation to take effect at the end of the year, or
at any time .prior to that at his optlon. I did this to give him
reasonable time to secure the right man to fill my place, and I
did not want 211 my time tied up in the service of others, desiriug
to work on my own merits, and help my sons, Frank and Otto, into
the land busliness. - 1 made thls year outside and above my salary
of 82,500,000 an additional sum in land sales on my own account
$1,K47.25. It was also> a very profitable year for Mr, Blogpett
and was very satisfactory to him. I had all his timberediland in
Mississippl re-estimated, therebeing about 375,000 acres, averaging
about 9,075 feet ber acre, making 3,403,125,000 feet wortih then
at least 32.00 per M. Feet. This is outside of &mpini# about
200,000 acres hn Louisgians.

In 1892 I gtarted an office for general land busimess at Jackson,
Migs., under the name of John Vogel and Sons, with my sons, Frank G,
end Otto Vogel. We worked in part for others, estimating timber and
tried to sell land an a commlgsion. Ve algo bought some land on our
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own account to sell at an advance. e did a fairly good business bhuv
the chances were getting smaller as land in the south had been so
closely bought up by large holders that there wazsg then but little
offered at a Pprice for profit. During 19C1l and 1902 J. K. Garrish
and myself had bought in Scot and Newton Counties, lilss., along the
Alavamz snd Viexsburz R. R. about 11,CCO acres of pine land_at an
average Price of $25,000.00 from John E. Blodgett of Grand Rapids.

My sons and their famili:zs lived at Jackson, Miss.

In 1903 we continued in the same business until about Hay 1st
and then c¢losed up our arfrairs there for the reason that prospects
in this line were not as go0d as in the past ag I have already
stated and we do not like thisg soulh country and people as well as
in the North. This in the early part of Hay, Frak and his fanlly
agalin moved to Chicago where he engaged in office work while Otto ard
his family woved to Huskegon, he working there in a slore as bodkkegper
and collector. I for myself continued s=ome work egtimating timber
in the south for varioug parties, looking after my personal 1land
interest and taking some rest. On Jauary 8th Mr, Gerrish and I sold
out land in Scott and Newton Counties, Miss., for $57,125.00, It
cost up up to that time about $33,0C0.00 leaving a profit of 24,125,008
one half of which went to each vf usg, as well as the money that we
actually had ian the land besldes the money that we had borrowed.
Thig was to be a cash deal but on getting abstracts of title to part
of the land bought of the railroad Company, a law suit being vending
agalnst that combany and payment for that part of land was deferrcd
until it could be settled in the Courts. The other part of the sale
was transferred and proceeded to pay our debt on it, this leaving
our investment and profit hung up for court decision. This case was
not decided until July 1Cth, 19C5 when the Missigsinpi Suprese Court
rendered a favorable decision settling the title cuestion andwe then
received our money out of it, being yét :29,36C.C0 of principal and
£1,800,00 interegt snd taxes, a tota of $31,36C.00° A fter paying
remnsining indebtedness, jnterest end expenses left my share abolt
£8,715.00 cash. I then felt in much eamier circumstances than I had
for over 13 years, during all of vhich time I put in very wnersistent
effort. Now again I m2de home imdrovements. On August 25th I
reeelved $6,%20.00 cash for the sale of 84C acres in Lauderdsle
County, #ise., for which I had paid in 1902 the sum of w3, 940,00
and I have forty acres of land left. I also have a 1/4 intersst with
R. W. Butterfield of Grand Rapidyg, Hich,., in Calhoun County, Hissg.
lands, there being between 7,000 and 8, 000 ceres, to which we are
gradually adding by purchase land is offered for sale and titles
cleared, 1 obtained throu'h an arrangement I had made with Mr. Bubbter-
fie%d ugder & contract sighed October 5th, 1903. Under thig contrac
He furnisned tie money to buy the land and I looked after thne estimac~
1ng of timber there on, taking care of the taxes, 1ook%ing after
trespass, etc., my 1ntercst being 1/2 and to be paid by me mhen the
land w»s sold.

N qu Qctobe? 2, 1905 myself with my sons Otto and John C. 2nd other
hired h§¢p went egain o bigeiesipri to estimate pine, cypresg and
other timter on large tracts of 1and on s contract price per acre, Otto
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belng in partnership with me. I was engaged at this work until apout
July 1, 1906, estimating by forty acre lots about 320,000 acres of
land, at from 3¢ to 5¢ per acre, making very good pay amounting to
38.C0 per dey, and sometimes much over that; besides paying hired
help and all traveling expenses and boarding the men, and te'ting

out July aand Augugt for rest and vacation. In the meantime I con-
tinued 10 incrense by additional purchases my interest holdings in
Calhoun County, Migslssippi, timber land with Mr., Butterfield, so
that in 1906 I bad an ilantersst in 11,000 acres costing Zor the eatire
acreage at that time about 540,000.00.

On July 23, 1206 I bought 1,000 shares of stock in the Casa-
Digblo Gold Mining Co., of Mono County, California, for 35¢ per
ghare and on August 8nd I bought 2,000 shares more at the sanme
brice as followg.--for myself 800, my wife 600, Frank and Gertrude
each 200, and Effie and lay each 100.. Thls sgtock, from the bhest
obtainable information looked very proposing in the near future.

The foregolng are the details of the life of John V ogel, as
written by himsel?. He died at Huskegon, Michigan, on September 23,
1907, leaving surviving him hig widow, Barbars Vogel, and ten
chlldren, Dora Baker, Agnes Vanderwerp, Gertrude Vogel, Frand C.

Vogel, Effie Baker, Otto Vogel, Mattie Cotie, Katherine E. Dunn,

John G./Vogel and Hary M. Birch.
|

Gertrude Vogel died on November 23, 1323, and Mrs. Vg el on
January 29, 1926,

Ag noted by me, F. C. Hirzel-=-

From the diary of John Vogel as herewith copled and from Mrs.
Charles "Bess" Robingon of Grand Haven, Michigan, .~ John Vogel
marrled Barbara Herweyer, daughter of Mr. and Mrs, Otto Herweyer
of Zeelznd, Michigan. This couple settled in Missaukee County
on October 6, 1868. They had one daughter, Dora before they
moved to Missaukee County. She is Dora Bgker mentioned above.
Agnes 1t was, who was the first white child ever born in Missaukee
County. This important event took place on June 20, 1869. Thieg
girl, Agnes, later marrled John Vandewerp who Tor .elghteen yearsg
was Circult Judge of Musgkegon County. Mrs. Vandewerp died
December 22, 1935. Mr. John Vogel and family left Missaukee
Couaty on October 10, 1881, Two of the other children besides
Agnes were born in that County. Dora Vogel Baker was the mobher
01 HMrs. Charles Robinson to whom I am indeted for this copy of
her grandfather's diary. :
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