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The Diary of John Vogel 

Mr. Fred C. Hirzel, Moore8town~ Mich., copied the followlng 
notes from ~ D1-a:r.y.. of ~olm Y..2E;£.l, just as he received them 
from Mrs. ChaX' ~ cs JIBe ss II Robinson of Grand Haven, a f9'and ·~d.3.ughter 
of John Vogel; the first man to establ5.sh a hOllie in Missau](ee 
Count.yo 

~. 

Mrs. Rol)5-n80n is the daughtel~' of thf: first white child born 
in Missaukee County. Her husband, Charles Robinson is a Veteran 
of World War I and II. Her son is a180 an of~icer in th0 A.A.C. 
of Vro:cld WaY' II <> 

*Apparently a mistake --seE Pabs 15 

Partial description of the principal adventures in the life 
of Jolin V05e1p w!'itt~en by hi.msc:lf, according to not~s and memory, 
and translated for the family in the year of 1931, by Benjamin 
Go Gostcrba,a.n, of liIuskegon, IUchigani' 

MY\father was Frans Vogel, born August 15, 1804, in the 
{>	 Province of' South Holland, Netherlands 0 My mother was Dcrkjc 

Beescmer, also born in the Netherlands~ whom I nover knew as 
she died when I was two years of age. My father was married again 
in the year of 1843, to Geertrui Van Weenen. 

I was born at Giessen Nieuwkerk, a province of South Holland, 
Netherlands, on September 8th, 18390 I attended school from my 
6th to my 8th year at Giesson Oudkerk. Movin~ with my parents to 
Noordeloos, I attended school there until my 12th birthday, during 
which time we experienced pressing poverty caused by sickness of 
my father, as well as t,h~ depr~ ssing conditions of the tlme & 

At the age of 12 I began to assist my father in the support 
of the family, but aftGr a period of aPProxiwately six months, 
assisted by my father, I securGd a position in a Carpenter Shop 
as an apprentic€t my purpose being to learn the tr~dc. The nclme 



~age Two 

I of the shoP keePer was Hermanis Diepenhorst, residing at Noordeloos. 
A contract was made for'three yea.rs in accol''ldancc wi th the follow.:;, 
ing termst The first year my board provided by my parents; the 
second year I was to earn my board; and the third year to receive 
bOa~d and as much compensation as my ability warranted. This con­
tract VTaS terminated at the end of two and one half years on accoum:, 
of the immigration of H. Diepenhorst and his family to Holland) 

o	 Michigan, United States of -~nericao I had a strong inclination to 
accomPany them and assisted by Diepcnhorst brought every possible 
influonc€ to bear uPon my parents. My father's mind had for a 
long tim~ been inclined toward A~erica, but due to lack of funds 
was unable to carry out his plan and considering that I was his 
only living son, this first caused him serious thought and 
apPrehension. Yet after serious consideration he finally reached 
the conclusion to permit me to sail) hoPing that at same future 
time it might provide the means to brin(; about his awn opportunity 
to make the trip. He manifested full confidence in the treatment 
that would be accol"dcd mp by Diepcnhorst, as well as in my futurG 
welfare 0 D:i.epenhol"'s"t, assuming my transportation expenses$ we 
departed on August 6th, 1854.;»' A. Do, fl"-:>:TI Noorcleloos and were 
accomPanied by my pa!'ents and si8ters as far as Gornichem, where 
we took Passage to Rotterdam to sail, by way of Hull and Liverpool,
destined/for New York. The means of transportation wasa sailing 
vessel, and as a result of SJillC delay in England, we finally 
arrived at New York on September 20th, and about eight days later 
at Holland, Michigan. I beca~e 15 years of age aboard shiP an 
September 8th. 

After 8, casual survey of the dense forests, we settled six" miles north of Holland, and called the nane of the place Noordeloos. 
After a courageous battle to qonquer the forest, courage waned and 
we moved on to Grand Haven, with the purpose in mind to engage in 
carpenter ~vrk at (as had been represented) goad wages. But in the 
fall of the year (1856) there occurred a financial revolution which 
resulted in the decline in value of paper money; therefore, I had 
worked for money which had no value. However, having been employed 
by Diepenhorst by the month for about two years, I had earned and 
was able to Payoff my obligation to him for transportation by the 
1st of November. Unable to agree with him further in r~gard to 
wages, I went that sai!le winter to Zeeland, Il,rIich ie;an, and remained 
there until the spring of 1857. That winter at Zeele,nd, while I 
~ivEd witb a ~arl namEd K. Scho~nm8.ker, there occurred to me (which 
~s my constan0 hope) the most lmportant adventure in my life. 
While this adventure during my eighteen'th year will not end with 
the annals of time but is destined for Eternity, t-:> cill8wer the 
Obj€~t. of ?llr 1'Ie.ker, and that object, nar!lGly! "1:,) bring alJ')ut nne 
glorl[.J.cc::,tion of GOl), oUbht cc.\lstantly to be our first cnd hip'nest 
aim in tIl ~~ our Performances. Thf tope is in me that then: 
covenant was made in acc-:>rdance with Hosea, Chapter 2; 

<:> 
On APril 1st I left for Grand Rapids, intending to continu€
 

mv carPenter work anc~ tr im~ 0 'Id ~
 
•	 .1 ,L J iJr ve my 1r:n::>w e ge of t[H'!1.rJ.gli sh language. 
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Co~ire~aiion at that place. Soan receiving at a shop by the month, 
I wDrked there Clurine; thhat S"lnt~Er until f'~11 when I acoolllp8nied 
my boss to JSr1€ st':J'\\ll1, Ot.t2.'}!?, :;'Y~L~,t.y, ':rlEY'C I reEl'" il'lScl U-Yl,til the 
following sprinc;, 18580 

After that I workecl as a carnenter for a certain Jan Rabters
 
at Groningen, Ottawa County. In t~i8 fB~ily I enjoyed all the
 
privileges of my Pa:t'cnt.a~.... 1 h or~lC. Tl'ns 'iJ. ~ J CuntJonu"'Q" " u
hO 81" l"c.l't~ .'... l.'n~'o
 

the fo.Llo17ins yeHr in 1859 ~ during which time I was wOY'king for
 
myself at $1000 per day~ But in 1860 Jan Rabbers became 111 and
 
died. on August l2tb i asnured of 8, glor10us prospect for the here­

after. Next to my parents I was most attached to him. 

the SUlJillCr tbeY'e W2,S 0. I'.-. kll\j};·p.e0;~~"pi,' "",!.t:iJ" polit'leaDurine; paD8uJonO"J,te 1 
strut5e-Ie bet,v/een the R0public~n and Der'l'JGI'c.tlc p",:Ct.iED :£'01' tbe 
presidential election" I~l Nov'3;-nber I J.860, the R811Ublica.n c::J,n:U,,1,<o:.tc, 
il,b:O'2..lHl,lJ IJ:tncoln, I'Ve,s elected President of the United Ste,tes. In 
December was the be5inning of the great rebellion, breaking out 
first in South Carolina, and due to the perfidious democratic 
govermlcnt was left unaPPosed until Marcb, and then taken in hand 
under the strong and just adlninistrHtion or Pres:i.dent Lincoln. I 
remained at my carpenter task, although there was much excitement 
throughout the,entire country due to the increasing strength of the 
southernlrebellion. In Sept6illber, ~86l, President pincoln 
issued ai Patriotic call for 3°0,000 volunteers, with a request 
for loyalty to preserve the nation. With unbelievable d~spatQh, 
thi s call was answered by vol unt eel'S 0 As a re suIt of Winch, 1 too 1 

on the 18th of SePtember, togethel' with twenty-five other Hollandcrs~ 
volunteered our services and enlisted in COwpany D, 2nd Regiment,
Michigan Cavalry. I left a half finished house to be finised by a 
Democrat, whose wrath appeared n6t to be seriously disturbed on 
account of the unjustified and destructive aS8iD]ption of his s0'J.thel'!! 
Party brothers. Pre sently on September 20th at G'rand Rapids, I 

, entered camp at the Fair grounds. We remained there until Novem~er 
14th, on which date the 2nd and 3rd Regiments, Michigan Cavalry, 
twenty-rour hundred strong, deP2rt8d for St. Louis, Missouri. 
Thousands of lOyal ci tizens escorted u,s to the depot. Many a 
hearty Bnd touching parting took place, andfor many, to be the 
last. Upon our arrival at Detromt we were served a bountiful meal 
Prepared in the D.& M. dePot. We continued our journey via Alton 
& St. Louis to Alton, Ill., and from Alton, by boat on the Mississippi 
River to St. Louis. As we continued our journey, we were accorded 
hearty receptions at various pla,ces and a very excellont far-e'sell 
as we deParted. But as we reached the southern part of Illinois, 
our receptlon was less 'welcome until we arrived at St, Louis .am 18610 
HerG we me t. rr!.::o.ny bl(=l,c~1: S li:we 8 (mel the ir inw.8,l'dly blac~cer 80 -c[;,112d 
~;,T('12r'S~ ':.r}1') had soiled their bloody hands mistreating human 
creatul'e~, ,and were adding t.o their bloody task by lifting tbeir 
8,lready soiled ha,nd.s against a lawful government in an attempt to 
perpetuate their abomnable system. 
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In CamP Benton near the city, all our time was occupied in military 
training. Immedi~tely weapons wer~ furnished, co~sisti~g ~f 
Colt revolvers, SlX shooters and slde arms, Colt ~ shootlnb re­
volving carbines. In February 1862, about forty thousand men, 
well drilled and well equiPPed comnlanded by General Halleck, were 
there in camp. On the 22nd of this month the War Departm~nt orderea 
the entire army of the United States to move south by boat down the 
Mississippi. The object being to reOPen navigation for commercial 
purpooes~to its outlet at New Orleans, and also to cut the forces 
of the rebellious South in two, east and west of the Mississippi. 
But, many long and blOOdy battles were to be fought before this 
became a real~Lzation in 1863· 

On February 23, we landed at Commerce, Missouri and went from 
t~ere on mounted forces to New Madrid, at which place we had our 
first real encounter with rebel forces. After a short battle wa 
were ordered to camp and rr:ilJl1.'3,inad there until eRrly in March of 
1862. While there we could daily hear the heavy bmmbardment 011 

I sla.nd. ill 0, and \'Ie rE:' 8,1 sa occaslonally attacked by re be 1 bombers, 
who attacked our forces out of F'ort New Madrid. On ~,(1al'ch 13th a 
general battle was fought under the Union Commander~ General Pope, 
which resulted in a retreat on the Part of the rebel forces the 
following night~ We ~ollowed UP their retreat, crossed the 
Mississippi in Tennessee, and at TiPtonvllle oaptured twonty-four 
hlIDdred of the rebel forces. 

~arly in April we embarked on the Mississippi via boat to neal' 
MemPhis, but due to our inability to land and being in need of 
ratl.ons at Pittsburgh landing on the Tennessee river, we returned. 
After the bat tl e ofShiloh~ we ass i st€d ~m the s i age of' Corinth ~ 
MississiPpi J and engaged ll1 other battles unti.l joinod by tl'10 other 
regiments: the 2nd Iowa and the 4th K~nsas Cavalry. In the later 
Part of May went around the Rebel Army to Boonville, thirty miles 
south ot; Corinth. We destrGyed railroads and bridges J burnins them 
upon our return. After being absent about !Dour days we found 
Corinth ab~ldoned. 

We sPent mOst of this summer in different places in Mississippl 
along the Mobile and Ohla Railroad south of Corinth. I took part
in a battle at Blacklancl on June 4th, and was slie;htly wounded in 
the leg just below the knee. 

In the month of SePtember, 1862rp our detac:b.ment went by rail­
road through West Tennessee and at Paducah, Kentuoky, we embarked 
by boat destined to go, by way of Cincinnati, to Louisville for the 
Rebels were assemble'd in great numbers throughout all Kentuclcy, 
wlnich resultEd in our' encountering the enemy early in September 
at Elizabethtown. On OctOber 8th, we fought a heavy battle near 
Perryville, known in history as liThe Battle of Champlain Hills", 
whereupon the enemy army retreated to Tennessee. Early in Decemb~r, 
together with- two other Cavalry Regiliments, the 2nd Iowa and the 
9th ~ennBylv~lia~ we went to Nicholasville, Kentucky, to West 
Virglnia and East Tennessee to destroy the Knoxville and Richmond 
Railfoad. While at Murfre~sburg in Tennessee the battle of Stone 
Ri vel" was fought, our troops being COl1lI1l8,nded by General Rosene rans ~ 
Colo.iv:l Carter was with our c.)IJlmal1d. We h,':l.d several engagement.s Emu 
on,~eccmber 31st and ~anuary 1st, 1863, tOok many prisoners, burned 
br.lage s, caPturE-d tralns and burned many SUPPly depots. We were 
engaged 26 days in this cavalry raid of which 18 days were spent 
wi tli1.Ti enel;lY linE s, (;:,~l.d e8~a.Ped JDy a very naX'l"Ow margin OliCY' thE 

c 
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Cumberland H01J.ntains by way of Kranl~ I s Gap. 

~o~ard the last of January, 1863 we were ordered to Louisvi1~ 
and from there vic. I;.['ilro:',d to Nashville, Tennessee, thence as 
mounted forces to Murfreesburg, where we remainEd for a time. I~ 
thO' n01Jth of March we movGd t.o Franklin, Tennessee t trJe en.EI.:'l~r ''o<2i11.15 
in advance of our force all the timeo We engaged in many skirmishes 
wit.h the enelilY at different points, including Sprint) Hill and 
CoTh.umbia. In J1.l1y we proceeded with the entire Army Corps knovm 
as liThe Army of the Cumber1and rl 

, a maJor movoment throu~)1 the 
cent~r 0; Tenn~ssee, the objective being to capture Chattanooga. 
We engaged the enemy JUly 27th, fighting what proved to be ~ 
desperate battle .8.tShelbyvil1e ~ and captured the place, takul.g 
many prisonerso From there we proceeded to Pol1abJ:lc. Hnd ~nn­
chaster, e~periencing much rain, which compelled us to find 
shelter in t.>(~ cor'n and cotton fields, during the nights sleeping 
in mud and water covered fields. Finally we arrived at Bridgeport» 
Alabama, on the Tennessee river, which we together with other 
Cavalry were forced to cross swimming one-half mile harassed by 
the enemy on the other side) who uere held back and opposed by
sharp-shooters and artillery. A pontoon bridge was constructed 
which enabled a 18.rge PRrt of our army to cross. From there the 
Cavalry forcGs proceededtto Rome, Georgia, at which place we 
Gncount?~ed0tljc enemy under General Longstreet waiting for us, 
strongly entrenched and ready for battle. The best of our rations 
consisted of very large sweet potatoes. Two Hollanders were taken 
Prisoners, one of whom, Albert DeGroot, of VrieD1and, Ottawa 
County~ died in Andersonville prison~ We soon were forced to 
return, and after strenuous marches day and night arrived in the 
forenoon of the 19th of September on the Battlefield of Chicka­
mauga, where the battle "YVC'.S a1rea.dy on and continu.ed with fury 
during the following day. We were on the riGht wing and lost 
many m~n, a.Tld our right with other Cavalry forces exper:tenced 
great difficulty in the evening to stem the retrea.ting army and 
wagon trains, in an effort to Il cove :t,II them. FOrtUnately, the 
night was dark. We arrived at Chattanooga the nExt forenoon. 
Soon tho rebels took their posl tion Lookout IJ10untain and lUssion·· 
ary Rid~e. We presently crossed the river and all the rebel 
Cavalry alipeared, under General Wheeler, attac'{iog our rear and 
s~cceeded in completely destroying ?ur wason trains. Our Army, 
w~th all the Cavalry, went in pursult, capturing a few pris8ners. 
After the battle I, with 19 others went under the protection of a 
flag of truce inside their lines and rem2ined for one and one-half 
hours engaged in conversation and eating. We pursued them the 
next day, took a few prisoners, continued in pursuit near F1orencG, 
Alabama, returning to McMinvi11e, Tennessee, and from there by way 
of Kingston to Knoxville, East Tennessee, which was surrounded 
by Longstreet. We fought many battles during 'the fall and winter 
in vicinity and farther east in Eaot Tennes8ee, a:nong them at Stra'w­
berry Plains, Uossy Crcek 1 Sevierville, New Market and other places. 

On March 29th, 1864, Ire-enlisted with many others for another 
th~ee years: or during the duration of the War. I was 8ra~ted a 
thlrty day furlough and i~nediate1y departed 6Dr MiQhigan to visit 
friends, returning after 30 days to report to Jackson, Michigan.
Was ordered to Nashville, Tennessee, then to Franklin where soon 
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the rebel Cavalry was observed. Our Cav~lry was ordered in 
pursuit to Huntsville, AlabamR, following the course of the 
Tennessee River~ if pO[isible to ~ntercept the march of the 
Rebel ArnlY under General Hood wblle CTeneral SbE:-rman was 
continueing his famous "Barch to tbe Se8,11. 

On October 7th, 1864, I was wounded by a gun shot on my 
forehead, three inches above my riGht eye. I fell from ~y horse; 
was assisted to safety, my wound cleaned ~nd treated and as a 
result of skillful treatment by the Re5iment~1 Surceon it ~~8 
l Jos8i 'ole fol.' me to :eep.Drt for duty at my Ree;j.rnent t1le foJ.lo-,r5_ nC 
,·,,~-,.,t;l (\7', ~'-1;" 1)':);11+ ";0 \,.1 n re delly fl)rced to re"Gl'sc,t -'::c~')rt tn<2 
Reoc'; :'~)'::~', 1m,>:J" C-c.neral l:ood. Many cavc.lry battles took pl~ce~ 
under on November 30th, 1864, a general engagement resulted, ln 
which at about 3~30 o'clock in tbe qfternoon I was shot by a 
musket ball through my left lC8 four inch~s above my ankle. 
Together with my good Holland friend Martdin Degroot, who was 
also slightly ','founded, dr'ove lL~ miles that eveninf:', on bOr'seback. 
and lodGed trwt nj.ght at. the home of a rich planter, quite against
his wishes, but we h,q,d ou:r weaponB C),nd hero Itmight ViaS r1z-~ht.." 

We ordered food and service of his negro slaves. The following 
mar-nine; we proc Geded to cove 1" t.he four mil es to Nashville $ but 
expex'ieDced g:cc'at clifficulty in riding on account of our wounds. 
Here we surrendered our horses and were received in a hospital. 
Hundreds were received in the hosp:it.al, havting been inju:red 
in the Battle of Franklin. The city was surrounded by the 
Rebel Army while our Ar;ny i'!aS within it. 

J • .:. ./J J. __ • .."_, v :,.,_~ ,f.. ).;) _........ v . '- • v . - . .
 

It was ne c e8sar'y to m,q1,{C room in the hosp:i tal for other's 
andsifter two weeks we were transferred to Louisville, Kentunkyo
After a stay of two weeks j.t aGain became urgent that we be removed 
in order to make room for the injured in the three day bat.tle 
before Nashville. I was placed on a boat destined for Keokuk, 
IOWB., but arrivinG at Cai:ro, Illinois, my wound was most serious j 
having develpped gangrene, which caused my immediate removal to 
Post Hospital. I had lost my momentoes, consisting of a hat, 
socks, boots, all marked with bullet holes. I regretted the loss 
of theBe bloody reminders very much. 

My wound became worse at times it appearing that amputation 
would have to be resorted to. The splendid care and treatm~t I 
received contributed very materially to my recovery making it 
Possible to be transferred to Detroit ncar the end of March. I 
was obliged to use crutches during tbe Bummer. On AU_Gust 1st, 
1865, the was being closed, I received my discharge as a Sergeant, 
while I was still at Harper Hospital, Detroit. I was named a 
Corporal immediately after the Battle of Perryvillo, in Kentucky, 
i~ 1862, and flhortly thereafter pT'omoted to Sere;eant. After my 
dlscharge I remained two weeks with friends at Zeeland and 
v~c~nity and left August 15th for New York on the way to pay a 
V1Slt to my parents, sisters and other relatives in the Nether­
1andS J arrivine; at Rotterdam on September 8th, my 26th birthd~y. 

Q 
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The next day I reached the home of my parents at Noordeloos;
 
my brother-in-iavi had Passed away two days before my arrival.
 

I remained with them until the close of SeDte~ber when I 
left for Hull, England, where by arrangement I ~et my parents
 
and sisters, intendins to continue our journey to New York from
 
Liverpool. After a sea journey of 17 days we arrived in New
 
York and fram there we traveled direct to Noordeloos, Ottawa
 
County, Michigan. I had paid the transportation expenses for
 
my pare~ts, sisters and brother-in-law, Arie Boekwater. I
 
purchased five acres offland near Noordeloos and a half share
 
in a 8m'all ste1?.lTl sa,"\vmill and b'ldlt a nouse on this land.
 

My financial condition until January first, 1866, was as 
follows:	 . 

Septernber~ 1854, fdy immigration debt,	 56.00 

II II IIMay 1st, 1855	 56.00 

11 IIMay 1st, 1856	 " 56.00 

Dec. 1st, 1856, In~ebtedness due me 8.00
 
(This ~8.o0 never paid.;c
 

April 1st, 1857 to Grand RaWids, with	 bal. 2.00 

Sept. 18, 1861, when I enlisted I had	 on han.d
 
about 600.00
 

Aug. l~, 1865~ after discharge from service, 1,500.00 
I 

Oct. 15, 1865, after triP to Netherla~ds 900.00 

April l~ 1866, after purchase of land, buying
 
mill and building houBe, in debt, 200.00
 

I personally constructed a barley mill in the saw mill ~d
 
operated that mill that year. On February 9th, 1867, the mill
 
burnGd dOl'm, • me with only the land and house and '\20 0
leav InS ~ . 
debt. I resumed my carpenter work. June 23rd I was married to 
Barbara Herweyer, oldest daughter of Mr. andMrs. Otto Herweyer 
of Zeeland, Michigan. Was rich but not in money and possessions. 

Ottawa County wasthickly settled by Hollanders and many 
began to discuss opening up new settlements, mention being made 
of good Government lands north of Big Rapids, in Hichigan. As a 
result of this agitation, meetings were held and it was decided 
that inasmuch as I had the most ~nowledge and experience with 
forests a1}d land conditions I should inspec:t this proposed land. 
As companIons and also for the purpose of passing their judge­
ment concerning the land and its quality, three other persons 
were c:10S€n to accoml"Jany me on my journey. Early in October, 180'{ 
we started off 'in a waSon for Gig Rapids and Hersey. From this 
place we went on foot northeast on Middle Branch and Clam Rivers, 
locat.ing Goverp....IIlent Land at Clam River, Which appeared to our part.y 
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to be very favorable. Afte~ a two weeks trip ~e returned, made our 
reDort and went to Grand Haven, walkinB' From Grand Haven, went 
vi~ bo~t to Manistee, walked from Manistee to Grand Traverse, at 
which place on November 7th, 1867, I together with other persons 
toox. uC a homestead in Missaukee County, tbe fir2t in this county.
We the~ traveled on foot from Grand Traverse to Missaukee County, 
60 miles, through thick forosts ~ithout a·road to follow, from thel~ 
again on foot to Noordcloos, in Ottawa ~oun~Y'Lt~ere bG~n5 n~ .. 
railroads or other means of transportation In ~hlS Beetlon OL the
 
country at th~t time.
 

On October 6th, 1868, I de~arted with my wife and one child~ 

Derkje(Dora), my wife's brotber, Jacob, ~nd sister Eiftje(Bva), 
Hendrick Zagers and wlfe l He, drick Westveld and John Abbing, using 
wagons as conveyances. Me and mine with an ola wa30n and span of 
oxen arrived on April 18th at our destination after traveling
twelve days. I owned the South East quarter of Section 20, To~n 21 
north, Range 6 west. We 2rrived with t~o borrowed Wheels on the 
old was~n, the wagon havin~ broken down several ttmes on the trip. 
We camped alonG the ro~d as we traveled. ~e had ~30.cO in monGY 
with which provisi0DS were purchased ci Big Rapids. Arriving, we 
buil t ft loS she,nty for each on the ir borne steads, planted 80me 
Potatoes and corn and ~ere happy. Sundays we gathered to read and 
sin3' The folloni::Jc fe.ll f:.ly -,:rife' 8 ,arCD'c,S and rny parents follo'}.'ed 
and thus the settlement crew in n~~ber8. PrGque~tly, together witn 
others I was compelled t9 travel through the w00ds 60 niles to 
mraverse City to take up more land. Soon after that I became in­
terested in pine lands and camped very frequently in the woode. A 
man was hired to cut down my forest, clearing during the sum~er and 
Planting in the fall. 

In 1871 I drafted a petition for ~he purpose of organization . 
the Township which succeeded, and the Township was named Clam Uoioo$ 
at the same time two other townships were organized,---Reeder and 
River~de, in the spring of 1872 I was elected SuperVisor, Justice 
of the Peace, Highway Commissioner of the Township of Clam Union, 
and Judge of Probate for Missaukee County, v~lch offices of JUdge 
of Probate and Supervisor I filled for a period of years. 

During the swnmer of 1872 I assessed two townshins in 40 acre
 
parcels, Placing a valuation for taxation according t; the value
 
of the land ~hd the timber. During the fall of that year I
 
assUf;1ed a lumber .posi tion, cstim2.ting two million feet of lon;~~s, 8.nd 
realized one milllon eight hundred feet, which yielded no profit. 
The folloYTing winter I did not fol10VI lusrlbering hut sold the yteld 
of I1Y land and vlol'1ked on my farr.1 SUC:1 time as I could SDare after 
discharging my official duties. The fall of 1874 I pur;hased more 
Government and State land Which was covered with pine. Fallowed 
hmlbering that winter a.nd made a profit, enabling me to open a 
gener01 store the follouing sw~mer, starting on a small scale in 
ou~ log hO~6e, as I wae now the owner of a frame dwelling house in 
wI:llch we llved. I follo':'Ied lumberins that Winter', purc11ased more· 
Pine land and sold lOGS at Muskegon. Eash ~inter I handled from t~o 
or three to five :nillion feet of 106 8, During the swnmer of 1676 
I s~r-ved two months on the Jury.i.in the Unkteo_ 8te"t,t:?8 Court at Gl'cmd 
RaPIds. I also contracted to have Q larse fra~e store built and 
kept .8te~.dily addin3 to my stock, bought up produce which was 
sold a6ul n to su~"'plJ 1uI:lbe r camps. 

In 1872 a church Congretation waR 0rganized and a school opened. 
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Church and school v/ere -bull t on my property, ','[hich I fEeely gave 
for this purpose. In 1872 I opened another store at Lake City, 
the County Seat of l'ilis8aU~CCE: County. GoC)n t i1e::.~cc,,:"'~~u· 1 :'1C'}(1 ;~. 

half interest in this _store to Arlington C. Lewis, ,which partnerc~ 

ship was continued for three years. During 1878 a Government Post 
Office was authorized and named Vogel Center, the office being 
conducted in my store. I alsO sold Gene:cal liercbcmcUse at Falmouth 
five mileD from Vogel Center) on com~ission, my agent being Dr. L. 
Morehouse, w~ich contract I resoinded tbe following year.' I 
alsO rented and operated a saw mill at Falmouth at this time. From 
then ancl until AUGust, 1881, my prlncipal buslness was lunb€l'iue; 

Q	 in logs and conductins a general store, although at the time I hC£!.c1 
accl..Unulated a general a. 500 d faY'ill, consisting of about one hundred 
acres cle,,),l""ed l&nd and j.n addition Lt5 2.cres of stVJi1P land, SOWD 
wi th grass, a s tocz of cat tl e ~ hors es1 etc. During the SpY'inS of 
1881 I had give million feet of pine _oge in the river and lost 
$3,000.00 as a result of this venture, this was due to difficulty 
exPerienced in attemPting to transfer the 199s out of the ~est 
Br'and of the C12,ill River into the ;,ruskee;on River, whlch discouraSed 
my lumbering activity and resolved to give uP that business. 

I alsO decided eventually to change my place of residence, 
no.ctherl! LUchigan beIng tao far north for' profi table farming;. 
Ea.rly i? August I determined on a trip through the West, and pur·· 
cha8~d ~20 acres af land in Lancaster Co~nty, Neb~ask~, at a price
of $~.OO Per acre, and alsO bought two clty lots ln Llncoln, the 
Capitol of th~t State. I rented my store at Vogel Center, sold 
my stOck of 1}+ horses, all other stack mel chatt.els, rented the 
farm and movGd to Muskegan, accepting a pasiti.n.n with To:crent & 
Ducey, at Muskegon, at a salary of ~~1geOO.Oo per' yeB.T', as their 
agent to Purchase pine wood and lOGS and as Superintendent and 
Paymaster ~or transportation of lOGS for their mills. On Octaber 
19th, 1881, we moved to Muskegon. During the f8l.11 of this year J 
sPent five weeks in the northern Part of the State af New Yor¥-, 
where in Frankl in County, an St. RcC;i,g Ri ver I purchased for my 
employers 53,000 acres of land far the price of $130,000.00, 
retur~ing hame ta take charge af operations on the Muskegan River. 
June 19, 1882, I left !.fuslcGgon for the Upper Peninsula, to ."?ur­

chase Pine land, arriving first at the City of MarqBette, and 
sPending sOme time in the woodso Returning to Muskegon on July 
13th, I fuund my entire family afflicted with measles and not yet 
recovered. Especial~y, I found my beloved child Magsie very sick, 
who to Our very great sorrow passed away on the morning of the 
16th, and was buried the next day. Our new house being com­
Pleted, vIe moved into it on the eighteenth. This house was located 
on Terrace Street. The two lots were purchased for $600.CO, 
the house with fence cmd water costinG ~1,900.00. A few dayo late!' 
I ge;aL1 deParted for Lake Superior county, remaining there until 
SePt~ber 21st, nurchasing while there, for Torrent & Ducey, 
approximately 195 million feet 0f standinG pine for $llO~OOO.oo 
P.::.rt of thi 8 beins Government land. The fallowing fa.ll I con­
tinued to b~ty and supervise their oporations on the Muskegan Rive:c. 
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BroID time to time I sold my holdin3s in the uicinity of VOf,el 
Center, l1issau}{ee County, ',"'There lncluding my farm of 165 acres I 
owned about 5,000 acres of land, being sale owner of some of it 
and having a 1/2 or 2/3 interest in the balance. I had p'reY~9,usly 
purchased 80 acres of land from my father, Frans Vog~l$ Pi;' p~.:D. he 
beingttoo old to continue to work hlS farm; part of ~he conslder~ 

ation for such purch~se being that I was to furnish a home for 
my Parents as long as they lived. Therefore, in the spring ~f 
1883, I ~uilt them a new house on my farm at Vogel Center at a 
cast of \~250.CO. 

On July 27,1883, I sold my homestead farm of 160 acres to 
Rev. Jan SchePers, at a price of 04,200.00,·rescpving one acrE 
withthe house I built.. for my Parents '{{here they were to live tho 
remainder of their lives. Also reservine the land I hid previously
'given for Scll001 a.nd Cburch. I continusd during all of that ye8:r 
to work for Torrent & Duce v of cruske~on, at a sal :ry of $l,200.CO 
Pe ... jcar, purc'na.E~inG pine fe.nd and i6.pcrvising their logging 
operations on Muskegon Rivero 

On January 2rid, 1884, I started from Muskegon up rivGr with 
Mrc Jol"2n Lynch, who vms a Partner in the Ducey Ltl.!.llbeY' Company with 
J olm Torrent and Willie,m S. HOfstra J to buy timber cmd lOGS far 
th€~r mill at North ~uskegon) up0n an agreement tb~t I was to have 
1/4 interest with them in the 10g8 ~~d timber ~nd they each also 
l/L~ interEst. They ownin3 the mill, and I tOPD,y them for sav,'i:(~: 
'at the prevailins rates- Also to Pay int~rest 0n the mODey in­
ve~ted in stOck of lo~s nnd timher. I obtained~this fear about 
20 million feet of 10~8, and we all made a good profl~. 

Jo:b_ll Torrent W8.S fJresident of the Compo.ny, takin3 no active 
Part, Willits..ill S. HofBtr[.:,and John Lynch managiiing the mill and 
lumber buslne ss. I was to py·ocure the timber and (hogs to the mill, 
do all up-river work, inclUding ~etting lags to the mill. 

During 1885, we proceeded in the same line 8,nd by December 
31st had iligge'~cut and skidded and p8,rt hac-lIed to the riVEr amount­
ing to 35$148,532 feet. We made a fairly 600d profit that year
alsO. 

In 1886 Vie continued the same wark. The Ducey Lu:nber Coppany 
being unable to sa'·\' all the lo(~s at its mi 11 t118,t, I serlt dY!f"(l the 
river, 8,ls') bauZ)Jt nn)ther mill B.t j,jo£'t'h ~..I1).3':e3'J:J., c,~n.Sf.'t t::1e )1c1 
F~r~' ;.:j_11. ~~:c }l~·..:: :: &:~~:Lrly _1~.~'J:~~.tr.:.1)lc :Ic .'1.:l-'. OC)'J.t:L~.~.-titi.~:7..1 )~.·i._:. i-:'l 

lc8! in tbe saL1e "lay until Dec Ember 13th, \Then I b0Ught frmm 
Mrs. H.O. ~angher shsre of th~ cRpital 8t0c~ of the Ducey Lwnber 
COIilP2my, Or" the Par V8,lue of ~?13,12:>.CC ·,;~~t~! t'J"' 'CC~_.L'Ji-,.1,1.t2':~. ~(r­
divided dividends, agreeins ta Pay thGreafter ~20,CCO.oc, Part in 
cash and balance in n0tes, which were all Paid With interest in one 
year, gl.vin3 me abaut 1/5 0f 8.11 the sto8~~,~in the LU~Jloer COL1':::,:'cnv 
0'Y" -1 ~..1... r ,- - l- 1 ~ ',) ',... -; -, . ..1... ": .....~) ... -~. ..... J.. h .., .. - ~ b " - v 
c .. A/l·• •.•. ,- -"~ .• " •• _->,:', _~~"'l':_:.l._ )~ ~0,;;'-u1~. L'_.e v'J]np2.ny -s 8".:'; 1Jl 0'1 my
1/4 'of 11l.J-'!!.0er cut, ",Ybi ell. turw;c1 :;ut 8. profi to.ole 2.Y·Y>2.nJ;ernent· fo:{' 8e. 

In 1238 contlnut?c1. s.lol1G the S8me way, buyinS timber E'oild loes 

"
 



and operC1 t ing the t-;'rO !TIi 11 s of the C~mpi?ny B. t North Lh.J.s::eez,on, tne 
105S in the river scaling over 36 million feet. Thin was Jur 
tioc.€st ye8.r in lUI~ber-. One of our mills bv.~'ned do':m.CJ.nd ':le. 
oOJn rebuilt it, so that ~ithin 90 days h&d It operatIng ~galn. 

At the end ~f t~e year, the C~~pany shw~cd assets of )2~2,72C,79 
over lia~ilitiEA. 

In 1889 vIe Proceeded <:i10ng the same lines, and I put into the 
river about 15 million feet of 10gB, but it was not a very profit­
able year as the price of lw~ber was_lo~. We did~not los:. mon~y 
but made some, and ~D Nove~ber 6th, 1 sold some 01 the Co~pany s 
stump lands, ai1launting to abaut 46,000 acres, to Gearge S. Frost 
9b Co., of Detroit, for .~LI·h.,781.00 and alsO bought about 9,000 
acres of pineland in the Upper Peninsula from the same firm for 
$175,000.CO, for Jah'll. Torrl.3.tl.t 3/1+ and for myself 1/4.• 

The Du.cey L1..unber Com9nny gradually closed up its busj.Ges8 
as a ComPany after about five years of successful oreration. I 
bouCht for John rrorrcnt and my se1f from George S. Fro st 9i Co. all 
of the pine timber left on stump le.nds, ta be cut in two yeE',rs, 
and began to cut it and put into the river on ~y own account, 
using whatmoney I h~d and borrowing such additi0nal maney C8 I 
iJ.ecded. 

fn 18g0 I bought John Torrent's interest in logs put in 
riv€r' being about nine mi11ian feet, for about $55,000.00 0nd 
had t!eill sawed at Torrent & Co.'s saw mill in Muske30n for ~1.75 
Per M~ feet. I alsO attended to clos1ng up the mstters of the 
Ducey Lwnber ComPany, as it still had many.loe;s that year and 
also lumber to sell. I received this yaar aut of the Campany 
about ~~18, 000.00 cash on my share, afte r paying for stock a.nd 
accnunts and exPenses of putting my hine million feet of logs 
in the river. Price of lumber was not hiGh. 

In 1891 I got about 11 million feet 0f saw-logsiin the river, 
but it proved a very eventful year on account of failures striking 
me, by which I lost practically all I had, by direct losses and 
results therefrom. 

In January I had bought 31 new ho~ses and lots, flats, 
cottages and a corner store for about ~48)OOO.OO, owing thereon 
~37,500.CO.These were all new brick buildings, int€ndine; to pay
what I o'wed on thi 8 pro~"erty out of proceeds of lumber dU1.1 ing the 
summer, when f8,ilure struck me 8,nd finally I lost this property 
alsO, excePt 215 acres of land in Adams County, Ohia, being 60 
miles uP the river from Cincinnati, which I got in trade for my 
equity in Chic~50 property. I even had my homestead in Muskegon 
mortgaged for ~1,500.00 and had to commence allover again at 
52 years of age. 

In 1892 I movedt.o Chicago with my family, trying to get from 
under property lOad with as little loss as possible. I also 
e~gaged in the real estate bUsiness there but tis did not p~y 
€lther and on August 5th I left the ChicaGO business in dmsgust. 
I went to see some 1lUnbermen in Wisc~nsin, then on August 19th 
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I went to Muskegon. I made a contract with John Torrent to move 
his mill to Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan, and manufacture timber 
in th'e Upper Peninsula" in ';\['l~ich I had l/L~ llintc:cest with ,;~5~400 
Pfdd on it. I worked on that job of taking do'~m and LilOV ine; the 
mill tbe bc:tlance of that year and also did so"[!e timber estiDatinG 
in the U"per Pen:Lnsula ,';bere I took s:1.ck and W8,S l£dd up for a 
few weeks. At the end of the Tvrrent bem~g dissat~8fied and 
arbitrary, kno~inG my present financial condttfuon I settled up 
with him, losing what interest I had in.timber and nork. from 
then on i engaged to work for wages at ~lOOoOO a month untll 
I could do betBer. Needing daily support for family I accepted 
this and took charge of a lumber camp ne~r Nortb Muskegon. I 
had moved. my fa:nily b2,ck to ]'iJus1r.egon in September and ive livud 
in a rented house, our old onG bGin5 occupied by my daughter
Agne sand :ti'Blnlyy. The end of thi 8 year vias very dl scouraiSins 
to me 0 

In l89j I worked eor John Torucnt for monthly wages up to 
June 3rd. Then I commenced to look around again for myself to 
get hold of SOille timber lands, but found it vGry h~rd to tJork 
without fundse Finally I secured some credit and to pay in 
logs, starting so~e logging camps in the fall, selling the logs 
to lluskegon mill men. On the nhole it waS a very hard year for 
me. 

I 
+n 1894 it proved an unfavorable winter ~or logging on 

account of lack of snow and was costly. I made no money on the 
logging and in the spring had not money enough to pay for labor, 
aurJdlied, earnp outfits, tools and tea!!ls, so 1 turned over 2.11 I 
had, as near eq.ual as po as i ble, to creditors a,nd quit the logr:;lnc 
business. I p~icl some ofUlY credj.tor's later on when I cOLl,ld, and. 
on April 24th I went south to New Or~eans, UDon letters received 
from my fO~"ffier partner j.n the DueccJ LUBber l;ompany, LIr. ','i. S. 
Hofstr&. Most of the balance of this }ear I looked over land. 
and estinw,ted pine and cyprEiss tinber in Louisiana, for dailJ 
wages of $5.00 per day and expenses. This is a hard life to Bet 
a nevI start. 

During this year my father Frans Vogel died of old agG, at 
Vogel Center, aged ninety years and ten days, his death occuring 
on Saturday, August 25, 1894, at 8~30 A. M. He was noted 
Particularly for bis honest and upright character all through lit~D 

(I am not sure but the,t the dates at the first 
aD8n4s~cond p-2ragRaphs ab?ve should be 1893 and 
1 9 lnsteaa of 03 and 84. I am, however 

. .... ~ . t l 'r ' COPYln~ GXilGlJJ,y as wrl ';en. 1'eV81" tbc lE'BS 
pag\:' s ';! and 10 show qu i te can 0 ll1.R ~_ ve ly t~'?,t' 
the dates &l.O:JV0 il.:I"t> V!,('I)I10. I 8,.:-::} tne:C'efore 
wri ting t1':l,e 8,bov'? J.2.te:-i ~ "J. ")cnl,'j"1 \7~v,J T ,. ,~.J. ,_", • .J. ~"!TT') J. -- ,. ' J_b e c. 1 e if 'J lJ J ,),~ 2./. ~ '1 u. 1.' 'J :'_ • 

In 13?5 I ,::~Il.1t.i.""').I;,Ed. land lookIng and timbe:(' estimatin.?:. in 
various southern states, mostly of cypress and nine timber~for 
J.D. Lacey of New Orleans and also for some otb~rs. This ITas a 
y€ "',~ r.-C' v""~'y '1""~' "'0· '7 "1' "1 . - , .c.~ "'.!. ,..:. i ",.!.ll Vi r~" a~CL 1'(,;:' e 112GLQV;':;,y flnCLncJ.ally, bu.t I kept 
on ~be watch for chances. 

In 1896 I proceeded to continue the work until July 1, when 
I commenced my emPloyment fo:c !1ouisian::1,?, Cypr'6ss L;1~'llb8I' CJD1"JculY :o.t 
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Hervey, Loui sian:;" to take charge of the woods, "logging, a,no. towing 
of Cypress logs to the mi~l 8,t a,sa12,~y of ;~1,8BO.O~ P.7 r 7:fear., ~his 
was a very hard and compllcated Job wlth one hundrcQ ~den~y men ln 
the woods ca.'DP, both black and whi te. The worle \'To.S donu wi th steHffi 
machinery t,o get, the 1038 out and with three tug boats to tOYv the 
logs sixty miles to the mill at New Orleans. There was all water 
and mud in the wo,x1s, also a.lligat01's, large sne.1ees, frogs and. 
innUJllerable insectB in the water a.nd 8.ir. 

In 1897 I continued with Cypress LtMber Co. until my year 
was out and then I commenced to work on a yearly salary of ~2,OOO 
and exPenses for D. A. Blodgett of Grand RaPids, my vrork being to 
take entire ch~rge of hie southern pine lands in Mississippi and 
Louisiana and to bU.y mOrc when fOlJ.nd de sirab:l3. Als·) to look after 
title and Pay taxes, regulate assessments, prevent trespassing and 
prosecute where necessc?ry. I was to receive $2,500 annually after 
the first year. Mr. BlOdgett has bBtween 300 and 400,000 acres in 
nine counties in MississiPpi and in three ~arishes in Louisiana. 
My headquarters were at Hattiesburg, Miss. I have several assistants 
in the· woods and 8.11 the resp:)nsj,billty is left to fIi;. I make 
monthly reports and alaays have promptly all the money I called 
for. This business is much more agre~able and gives mutual 
sa ti sfa,ction. 

In 1898, 1899, and 1900 I continued iliith Mr. Blodgett in the 
S8~e way that I have above described. I have a very bUSy and 
responsi ble position but the yYor1~ is pleasant. and when it is 
appreci~ted it gives good sati§faction to the principals as well as 
to myself. In the later Part of 1899 I can see th~t I made some 
headway for myself and alsO the be~innin3 of 1890. On February 13, 
1900 I made for myself a purchasc of Silliile tim"r,)cr land Mr. Blodgett
had re j tiC ted B,.J.J. oPtion on. I obtained the option myself from the 
Southern Pine Co" ~d sold it to the Gage Land & Improvement Co., 
making~ a coinj:nissiou of ~?L~,652.40. Out of this I paid. remaining 
indebtEdness OD Our hOjJE at ;J!u.G:'::c::;·Jn~ bO'J.[JJt piB.no for daughters
and otheY' needed goods. I h =..0. some money left to buy some land 
on my own account for profit. Th~ was the first real good year 
that I had had since 18890 

I~ .1901 I c?ntin'.;ed wi th Mr. BlOdgett but Vfrote him in JanUB.l'Y 
tenderlng my reslgnation to take effect at the end of the year, or 
at any time .prior to that at his opti-::m. I did this to eiva him 
reasonable time to secure the right man to fill my Place, and I 
did not want. all my time tied up in the service of others, desirillg 
to work on my own merits, and help my sons, Franx and Otto, into 
the. land business •. I made this year outside and above my salary 
of $2,500.00 an additional swn in land sales on my o','m account 
$1,447. 25 • It ...,.ras als·) a very profitable year for Hr. Blog;gett 
and was very satisfactory to him. I had all his timberedlland in 
Mississippi re-estioated, therebeins about 375,000 acres, avera3illg 
about 9,075 feet Per acre, making 3,403~125,OOO feet worth then 
at least ~2.00 per M. Feet. This is outside of ~mp~p~ about 
200,000 acres tm Louisiana. 

In 1892 I started an office for general land busin::€ss at JacKson, 
Miss., under the na.me of John Vogel and Sons, with m,y sons, Frank v. 
~nd Otto Vogel. ~e worlccd in Part for others, estimating timber and 
tried tu sell land fJ.ll a c:)mmission. ','Te a.180 bousbt some 12.nd on OU!' 
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own account to sell at an advance. We did a fairly good business bu~ 
the chances were getting smaller as land in the south had been so 
closely bought up by large holders that there was then but litt~e 

offered at a price for profit. Durins 1901 and 1902 J. H. Garrlsh 
and myself had bought in Scot and Newton Counties, I'.118s., along the 
Alaba:ua B.nd Vic~cs9urg H. R. about 11,000 <?cr·es of pin~ land. at.an 
average price of ~?~25,OOO.00 frm~l John IT. Blodgett of Grand Rapljs. 
My sons cwd their fa.:1ili~s lived at Jackson, rass. 

In. 1903 He continued in the same bUBines£:. until a.bout l.'lay 1st 
and then clo:)(;d up :lUX' aff<drs thel"'e for the rea,son th8.t pr'ospects 
in this line were not as g00d as in the past as I have already 

c· stated and we do not like this south country and people as well as 
c' in the North. Thi s in the early part of Hay, F'ra..1:c and 111 s f8.J:lily 

again moved to Chica,go where he engaged. in office vt) rk While Otto arYl 
his family moved to Muskegon, he working theI'e in a st~re as bo~kkeGper 

and collector. I for myself continued same 'iwrk estimating t:unber 
in the south fo~r vB,rious parttes, looking after my piSrsonal la:ncJ. 
interest and taking some rest. On Jmuary 8th Mr .. Gerrish and 1 ~01d 
out la.nd in Scott 8,nel Newton C?LL1l.ties, Miss., for :,757,125.00 .., It 
cost un uP to that time about ~33,OCO.OO leaving a profit of J24,125.00 
one half of which went to each oj us, as well as the money that we 
actually had in the land besides the m~ney that we had borrowed. 
~his was to be a cash deal but on getting abstracts of title to p2r~ 
of the land bought of the railroad Company, a law suit being pending 
against that compa.ny and payment for that part of land was deferr'ed 
until it could be settled in the Courts. The other part of the Ea~ 
was transferred and proceeded to pay our debt on it, tbis lEavir~ 
our investment and profit hung up for court decision. This case ~as 
not decided until July 10th, 19C5 when the Mississippi Supre.lc Court 
rendered a favorable decisi~n settling t~e title Question and~e then 
receiv2d our IRoney out of it, being y~t ~29,360.00 of principal and 
~1,8?O~OO ~nterest cmd taXES, EJ, tota of ~31,360.oo· After payine;
remalnlnB lndebtedness, interest aId expenses left my share about 
~,8, 715. 00 cash. I then fel t in much easl~r circumstance s than I had 
for over 13 ye8,rs, during all of "\'.'h ich time I put in very persi stent 
effort. Now again I made horlE improvements. On August 25th I 
received t?6,~20.00 cash for thE: sale of 840 acres in Lauderdale 
County, Mi S8 " for which I had paid in 1902 the sum of ~3, 9.!{·0. 00 
and I haye forty acres of l~.Jld left. I also have a l/L~ interest v:i th 
R. W. Butterfield of Grand Rapid~, Uich.~ in CRlhoun County, Misc. 
lands, there being between 7,000 find 8,000 ceres, to ~hich we are 
gradually adding by purchase land is offered fo:!" sale anJ ti tl e s 
clea,red, I ootained throu'h an arra,n3ement I had made Wi th I'llI'. Butttr-­
~ie~d u~der a ?ontract sighed October 5th, 1903. Under this contract 
He !urnlsned tne money to buy the land and I looked after the estlm8,::'­
ing of timber th2re on, taking care of the taxes, 1~okin5 after 
trespass, etc., my interest being 1/2 and to be paid by me n~en the 
land W'·' s sold. 

On October 2, 19Oj myself With my sons Otto and John C. and. othEr 
hired help went asain to Missiasip;i to estimate pine, cypress and 
other tim~er on l~rge tr3cts of Innd on a cQntr~ct price per acre, Otto 
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being in partnership ~ith me. I was engaged at thif work until aoout 
July l~ 1906) estimating by forty acre lots about 320)000 acres of 
land, at from 3~ to 5¢ per acre, makins very good pay amounting to 
~8.00 per day, and sometimes nuch over that; besides paying hired 
help and all traveling expenses and b/)arditl~ the ~en, and tiJ~dns 
out Jul~/ £l11c1 AU:51.l.st f'Jr rest e,l'lcl V2\caticn.. In thG I'leantime I c,:):'1­
tinucd to incr-e'-,f\(; by additional purchases my interest holdin::-~ s in 
Calhoun COU.lltYi Mississippi, timber land with tIro Butterfield, so 
that, in 1906 I bad. an :lntel'sst in 11,000 acres c·)stin3 t'Jl' tIlE'; enti:r-..e 
acreage at that time about 040,000.00. 

On July 23~ 1906 I bought 1,000 shares of stock in the Casa~
 
Diablo Gold J'-'Iinins Co. ~ of 11ono County, California, for 35~ per
 
share aDd on August gnd I bought 2,000 shares more at the sa~e
 

price as follows.--for myself 800, my wife 600, Frank and Gertrude
 
each 200, and Effie and I,Iay e2,ch 1000' This stock, fran. the best
 
obtainable inforill~t,ion looked very proposing in the near future.
 

The foregoinr: are the det.ails of the life of John Vogel as 
written by himscl~. He died at Muskegon, Michigan, on Septemter 23, 
1907, leaving surviving him his widow, Barbara Vogel, and ten 
children, Dora Baker~ Agnes Vanderwerp, Gertrude Vcgel, Frand C. 

.Vogel~ tifie Beker, Otto Vogel, Mattie Cotie, Katherine E. DUBD; 
John G./Vogel and Mary M. Bir'ch. . 

I, 
Gertr'ude Vogel died on November 23, 1?23, and Mrs. V~ elan
 

January 29, 19260
 

As noted by me, F. C. Hirzel-­

From the diary of John Vogel as herewith copied and from Mrs. 
Charles "Bess 1l Robinson of Gr2.nd Haven~ Michigan,.- John Vogel
married Barbara Herweyer, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Otto Herweyer 
of Zeel~,nd,Michi.gan. l'11i8 couple settled in Missaukee County 
on October 6, 1868. They had one daughter, Dora before they 
moved to Missaukee County. She is Dora Baker mentioned above. 
Agnes it '\vas, v[r']o 'Nas the first "\yhit,e child ever born in Missa.ukee 
County. This important event. took place on June 20, 1869. This 
girl,.Agnes, later married John Vandewerp who for .eighteen years 
was C1rcuit JUdge of Muskegon COlillty. Mrs. Vandewerp died 
Dec8mber 22, 1935. Mr. John Vogel and family left Missaukee 
County on October 10, 1881. Two of the other children besides 
Agnes were born in that County. Dora Vogel Baker was tbe mother 
of Mrs. Charles Robinson to whom I am indeted for this copy of 
her gra0dfather's diary. 


