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1995 SEASON IN REVIEW

The 1995 small game hunter mail survey is not complete at this time. Special license drawings
are requiring the attention of the survey staff. The small game survey information is expected
to be available later in the month of October.

Based on rural mail carrier summer brood survey results from 1995, the harvest is expected to
show about a 10% decrease from the 1994 harvest of 190,000 birds.

In 1995, there were 511 pheasant cooperators that completed special hunter report cards to
gather additional information about the opening four days of the pheasant season. Cooperators
flushed 1.72 pheasants per hour of hunting the first four days of the season compared to 1.46
pheasants per hour in 1994. The average pheasant cooperator spent 9.14 hours afield. The
opening day reports of pheasant cooperators were in general agreement that the opening day
conditions were wet and windy. Cooperators felt that there were less hunters than in past years.
About 59% of the cooperators thought the population was down, and 18% thought it was up.
Cooperators generally felt that predators were limiting bird numbers even in areas of good
habitat. It will be interesting to see the mail survey results of the actual harvest of pheasants
from last fall compared to what the cooperators found.
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1996 SEASON FORECAST

In 1996, the standard pheasant crowing routes were not conducted due to travel restrictions.
Some additional routes were completed in Jackson, Hillsdale and Lenawee counties by
volunteers and showed a 25% decrease from 1995.

The 1996 Mail Carrier Pheasant Brood Survey showed a 10% increase in the number of chicks
per brood and a 15% decrease in the number of broods seen per 10 carrier days. In 1996, the
average was 4.3 chicks per brood compared to 3.9 chicks per brood in 1995.

The late maturing crops will cause a delay in harvest, thus leaving more cover for the
pheasants to hide in and should make hunting a little more challenging this fall.

The population of pheasants is at a low level across the state. Many of the necessary habitat
essentials are missing across the farmland. Surely the steady drop in the total farmland
acreage, the increase of forested acreage and the increase of average farm size are important
factors. The pheasant harvest is expected to be about 10% down from 1995.

SICHUAN PHEASANT PROGRAM

This year marked the end of the Sichuan Pheasant release program. All pheasant facilities
have been shutdown. Since 1985, when the Sichuan Pheasant program was first introduced,
there have been approximately 148,000 Sichuan Pheasants released across Michigan. The
program’s success has yet to be determined. Research is still ongoing to determine if the
Sichuan Pheasants have had an influence on Michigan’s pheasant population.
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PHEASANT HARVEST
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RURAL MAIL CARRIER SURVEY
PHEASANT BROOD SURVEY
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PHEASANTS FLUSHED PER GUN HOUR
BY COOPERATORS 1995

PHEASANTS FLUSHED PER GUN HOUR
AVERAGE - 2.03

n 100 or more hours of hunting per county

| 10-99 hours of hunting per county

Less than 10 hours of hunting
per county or no figures
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