Report #913

Sedewaing iay Yaterfowl Sanctuary

| kg the vesuly of n marked increase in huntlng pressure on the Jaginaw Day
rshes there hss been inmgressing demands for ssnctuaries and waterfowl food
'unnca. These proposals and domande come directly from sportsmen wishing to

e hunting, There is every indication that hunting pressure in this area
11 oontinwe to inoremse for some time., Accompanied with this incressed hunting
easure therve will be remewed demsnds for the Department o0 do something %o

ove hunting conditions,

The disturbance from this ineressed hunting pressare drives wildfowl from

ares ond horries thes =long on their southward migration. Keeping this in

nd 1t appears logienl thet the Department's activities to improve hanting should
lve meane of holding Mrds in the vieinity of the shobting grounds, Sanotuaries
ther with an abundsnce of cholce foods has proven muscessful in various parts
the United Staten in holding wigrating birde and there ia every resson to believe
at the same technigues can be apriisd heve. The following projent is precented

r consideration with the above thoughts in mind, This mroject differs from those
susly proposed by sportsmen {5 that poorly drained farm land is used for
lopment rather than ths mereh itself,

1l The propesed program should meet the full approwsl of the sportsmen
) fmproved feeding grounds and » canetusry will bes provided.

1 wish te propose developing and managing the shore property on Sebevaing
¥ in Seetion 12 and 13 TGN REA known es the Fred irell farm entirely for
riond., A% preséent we own about 123 acres of the proposed project e«ite and
A1l need the remaining 206 sgres in erder to have n suffictent blook of land
for thie project,

The development program inecludes: (1). Utilizing eultivated fields for
n srops suoh ae millets, smertweeds, dDushwheat mnd darley; 2 portion of these
olds to ba flooded in the fall and left for waterfowl, (2). Putting in dikea
water gates so thet individusl flelde will be impoundment units that may
flooded or draived, OUomplete control of habltat ls possidle by regulation of the
ter plus the use of msehinsry in preparation of the ssed Bed of the impoundments.
(3). Planting trees and shruds to soreen of f visual dlsturbances, (%), Maintein
prasing srems for gease. (5). (losing the property to hunting,

|1 feel cerbuin that the food and probection provided vill hold losal snd
ting birde in the vieinity of Sebewalng snd Bay snd thus contribute greatly
rds fmproved hunting on approximately 22 square miles of public marsh, Under
is arrangement an effeetlve sanctuary will be provided without tsaking a large
of former publie marsh from the hunter, Waterfowl food plantings can dbe
1eally provided and the habitst csn be kept under conteol.

Judzing from the resulte of past experimental plantings ve csn be ressomadly
tadn that, with fluetuwating water levels, wave astion, together with damege



cansed to certaln species of squatics by carp, we scannot hope for much success
from plaatings in the Bay itself. The type of habditat manipulation poasidle dy
the proposed method hes proven suwegess ful and Lo ofifered nz a sudbstitute,

Although intensive development har not been encouraged in ths past I fael
that pressat ocondlilons wsrrant such = program as sutlined for this heavily
hunted wildforling ares,

Bosides belng = productive manngsment measure $his development program will
alao serve as an exparimental demonmstration area for thic type of marash manage-
mant. Uonesntretions of watarfovl and thelr dehavior oftem prove to be a public
attractlon,

The property under consideration is ideally located for this type of
development, The solla and the natursl fsatures such ns drsinege ditches, beach
ridges and other natural features lend to the ease of operation and development.

Atbeched are mans showving the property consldered Tor development and also
the existizng natural foatures, Zxssination of thesge maps shov narrow, sandy
lm ridges, parslleling the choreline of the bay. Thesze bescher sre from three
to four feet above the present laks level, Hesldees serving mes netursl barriers to
|hold veter they provide smple protestion sgeinst damage from weve action. Between
thess old bhenches are strips of flat land, The spoil from the drainage ditches that
groan the ridges and flst arens provide sdditional banke to furtber divide the
proparty into amall impoundment unite, Vith the construction of =z few more
retaining banirs, and repsir of some of the exieting natuwral banks the satire area
' could be converted into units eepable of being flooded or drained. Small concrete
spilliveys with plank step loge would be sufficient for wuter geates i{n the banke.
Thesoe impovndment units would renge in size from 10 to 30 aores .

Yuber 1 avellpble for Mooding by pumping from the ditehee directly conngeted
to the Bay. Thoee dltohes may #lso be used in draining the vater from the seme
flelde when desired. The soils of the flet aress range from clsy loam t0 loamy
loand, Tha better drained parte have produced good ereps.

By raloing groine and flooding the fields in the fall mambers of wildfowl
will concentrate here =nd = lerge volume of weaterfowl foodes can be produaed on
a rolatively small sresm menaged in this way. Dauring yesrs of hsavy fall reins I
have seen unharvested crops in these same flolds sttrect snd 2eld thousands of
ducka in the Say, This program provides meane for duplloating with regularity
‘and improving sisllar conditions., ZResides holding waterfovl, both ducks and geese, %o
improve hunting thers 1z 2 good shance of developing 2 losal flock of geese in this
aree by maintalning dreeding stook at the snnetusry. Maintalasing 2 semi-tame flock
of Jemads geese t9 serve ms drasders and to stiraet migrating bPirds is recomsended,
Rentdent flooks of gence bave roselted fron slwllar releases in Fighigan and there
iz n good pessibility ef schieving similar results, This sres =t present is 2
popular goose concantration area but they do not stay long.




¥hile there i# no question shout the eventual success of the program
it should not be started uatll we own sll necessary landsa. Hunting leases and
high lend prices are likely to prevent future purchuses onse we start such a progran
Since this developmwent program requires the remainder of the Kroll property the
first step ls to sequire the remaining 204 acres of land., 4 house and Darn
sultabls for housiug = resident oavetsrer snd sguipment iz om the property. The
work at this sanctumry together with the malntenance and development of hunting
snd Tighing acesss slies on the Jaginaw Bay will require the sarvices of a man
and sguipment, This site aleso mppears to be & good statlion for thie type of
maintenenoe orew,

Costbe of development and operstion would vary according to the intensity
of development. i few of items to be considered are listed as Tallowsi

A mach as 160 seres huss been under cultivatlon snd is suitedle fur crep production,
Only & portion need be seeded esch year, The resmainder of the farm wvas used as
pesture land as the land was either toc sandy or tec wet for sultivatiom. This
vasture land is free of trees and brush and can be used as geoue grazing areas,

1, Persopnel - enme full time man and one seasonal helper te patrel
sangluary, Iiarm the land, meintenance work, ete, '

2. Bygulpment -~ tragtor, plow, d¢ise, and other farm machinery

J. Construstion. IS $he total srea i¢ to be prepared for use at one
tise the fellowing may be considered:

Apgrozimstely 1 3/% miles of sarthen dikee averaging 2 fi high
10,000 yds. ® 20¢/yd. « $2,000,00

Approxisately 3/ siles of redredging of old drains an average
of 3 1%,
Approxisately 12 concrste water gates. B f3. wide amd 2} 1%,

high splilvway. with plank sbop logs.
istimated aouwt $500,00

4, Develophment- Flanting of 2 smiles of strip plantlogs to serve as
viod bresks and cover,
Satianted cont §500,00

A vough esbimate of costs for ikems ¥ amnd 5 w111 be
approxisatsly $5,000,00,



: L paaiagt

This project involves intensive development of » sasll area to
Lmprove wildfowllag on appreximately 22 squars miles of public marsh,

It provides a foeding and resting grouwnd im 2 heavily hunted proven
watarforl area,

This project is certain %o have the full eupport of the public hunters
who are demending sotion from the Departesent to iaprove hunting.

Tha acet of development 1l not excessive in consideration of the bemefits
raceived.

The project site lhes many maturnl features thet lend to Lts emse of
davolopment and oporatisn,

It wonld be difficult o fiand s more perfect type of project lor Pittiman-
Hoberteson Aid, Thio type of project can be duplicated at several other
osites on Saginaw Bay,

I widh %o submit this project for considerstive,

HJ¥tued g, J. #illew
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