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360
Mary Bla(k—Rogers

demics —ang possibly fur traders — muys; be dealt with, each season, in a deli-
cate balancing of calculated tisks (Rogers and Black 1954, 1976). T,he hunter
must plan his parry’s itinerary, €omposition, specific equipment, and backy

measures. This would be sq even in the absence of the fur (rade, which onlp
added more factors with which he myg; deal, as described by K,rech (1983}:

131-35; see Tanner 1979: 133 on econom of plann; : .
. in
gathering), Yy p g and information

hai.l spec.ial rules for handling, manifested by behavior referred 10 as ‘respect”’
;/ e Ir:dlar? pcrceptior.\ fil‘d ROt separate nacural and social environmeng; 4 of-
/ mature’s things were living, and humans interacted with them. There \;/as no
. accidental or fonpurposive event; all were caused by “persong whether huma
} or other-than-human (to use the language of Hallowell 1960). The narurarl,
\}clcrncnts and the animal, boranical, and minera) species had their own modes
{of ‘power’. Power tesided in af] living things, bur not with equal strength: the
[:(l_ncasure of every interaction Was an assessment of relatiye power, whici cc,mld
change from day to day although 4 general continyum existed f;om the most

it was bad Qolxcy to try to control others against their will (coercive powers
were recognized, but considered ‘bad medicine’), Individua] auronomy and
self-sufficiency were revered, but the facts of dependence and interdependence

Were not neglected. One had the most ‘respect” for those upon whom one was
/most dependen.

pr’::cnccs found in the mid -twenrieth cenrury do represene something “Indian »

.. . . ’
»}\; ether or nor aboriginal or changing over time. The aspects of rhis system
that may have affecred communication berween traders and [ndjans will be
noted in what follows_ 10

T
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At the transition from Literal ro Technical usage are the cases where
trappers were reported to have “singed and eaten their furs” —an ironic situa-
tion (though nutritious, see Note 6). From an outpost ar Duck Lake (east of

Lake Winnipeg), here is part of a 1799 journal entry:

-« - on approaching ny ye House [he} called our starving. . .. be informed
me that his Children bas Singed and eaten above 20 Br in furs . . ..
{HBCA B.54/2/1 fos. 12-12d; emphasis added)

This is a double-barreled kind of communication: a Litera] message in that
furs would nor be earen except in the absence of other food, and a Technical
message in that if furs have been singed and eaten then they are lost to the
trader . . . sometimes only a few hours before they could have been delivered to

Technical Usage

The technical definition of the rerm / STARV-/ that is proposed here will not
be found in a standard English dictionary. It belongs in a specialized glossary
of fur-trade language. There it might read: “A condition in which primary
attention must be directed to the food quest, allowing little leeway for other
activities.” Or, in fur-rrade language, “hunting for the belly and not for furs.”
A goodly number of data cases can be analyzed as Technical and many more
are partly Technical (Table 1). The fur-trade meaning of /STARV-/ in the

divorced from food: “Most of them has not payd their Debrs upon the Account
of Starvation in the winter” (HBCAB.198/a/70f0. 1 1d); “a poor hunt indeed
- - they have been looking for Deers which prevented them hunting fur animals
- - - NOW going 1o a rabbit ground where they can hunt nothing except them
(HBCA B.155/2/38 fo. 14d); or simply “they Say we must Strive to Live
not ro hunt” (HBCA B.xss/e/11 fo. 3). (Note Technical use of “hunt”™; see
Glossary.)

The trapper who reported that he had to subsist on his fur catch was
giving the Technical message that he had not brought pelts sufficient to pay his
debr because food became a firse priority. It was a statement based on a business
transaction. The Indian was recognizing the trader’s priority, which was to
obtain furs. Sometimes he added the message: if you send some food out to my
brother’s tent (where they are singeing their furs) you may yet save bis catch for
your business. Basically, however, the Indian Technical message conveyed the
neeessity of hunting food, as expressed by William McKay ar Trout Lake:
“[they] complan of starving hard which prevents them from hunting furs”
(HBCA B.220/a/16 fo. 29d). Saying they had been starving did not, in these
cases, refer to present hunger. Some, in fact, brought food rather than furs,






