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GULL ARD TERFN CONTROL AY ST, CLAIR PHACH

At tre request of “eorge lclordie. Hngineering Direector of the
Huron-Clinton Metrepolitan Amthority, Merrill Petoskey, Robert Benson and
I visited 8t, Clair Beach, Harrison Township, Macomd County, t¢ observe gull
and term activities, ¥e met Johm Olsen, resident engineer and D, ¥, Bingham,
c¢ivil engineer. represemting ¥r. MeCordic. The purpose of this meeting was to
discuss possidle control messurss of the terms and gulls that had takem over
the saad deach recently crected by dredging operstions.

The people in charge of the Parkway development vere concerred sbout
tsa nuisance of terms %o the public whem the bYeach is opemed, Al though
construetion work iz im progress the extensive heach, mot officizlly open to
the public, offers solitude that is stiractive to these birde.

At the time of our visit, July 17, 194€, ve estimated there were approxi-
mately 300 common terms using the moet easterly point of the bdeach. This
nesting colony was confined to approximately three acres of beach,

The populetion of the coloay has shown 2 merked redmction in the past
five days 2s the young wvere tsking to the air. Mr. Olson and ¥ér. Bingham
estimated that the neak concentretion numbered somevhere betweem 1500 and
1800 terns. By comparizon te tern colonies that I have observed im other parts
of Michigan this could be considered a2 small mesting coleomy. The marked
reduction in numbers of terns at thic date spnears significent. Our visit to
the ares was on & Vonday merning, end the few visitors vho found thair way to
the imeompleted bdemch (officially closed) during the week-end probabdly had a
marked effeet in diesperasing the dirdz that comld astuzlly fly. The effects
of a fov people dieturting these birde imndicates what might de expected when
the beach ig srowded with 20 te 40 thousand Bathers and pickickers.

Terne have formerly nested on eeveral small sand islande off the
middle chennel of the 5t, Clair Mats a fev miles to the sast of the presemt
gsolony. Due to the high lake levels in regcent years these islands have deen
covered vith water. It appears that this colony shifted its location because
af necessity and the 38, Clair bdeach was selected for lack of 2 more secluded
glte.

The concensus of opiniom ¢f thore present was that development of a
parking lot at the present nesting site as oslled for in the plans, and the
intensive use of the park will eliminate the problem., The terns will probadly
move to m» site of less disturbance.

e were somevhat surprised at the large mumber of dead bdirds, mainly
young. on the nesting site., Approximately 60 carcasses were observed inm
walking through approrimately twe acres of nesting sroumds. Indications were



thet predation was heavy., Another poseibility is the comflict vith the gulle
goncentrated st this site., An estimated 150 horring and ring-billed gulls were
resting on the heach, Mr, Ulsen sald he kad not observed visitors or werkuen
attampting teo destroy the dirds, Jinece the bonch 1s adjacent to = lorge msreh
many metural predators soch as aink, wessel. sikunk ate., could D2 responsidle,

in the event intencive publie uvse doss not dispersze the ternz ceveral
tyres of contrel messures sre poseible, 011 treatment of egps to kill the
enbryo e one method that hes boen used snceessfully om am experimental basis
vith gullis on the east coast., W¥r, Ivan Spears, Bowéoin Colliege, EBrunswiek,
Maine, hos uned formslin esulsicm and =leo an ¢lgita) emmlsion spray te comtrol
zulle ip vaine, The use of si)l spragys wvers ahout J0F effective. In order te
earry out this egg destroying messure permite #4111 be necessary from the Pigsh and
Wildlife Jarviee, and the “epartment of Concervetion., The Fationzl Mududen
Society vill probably reslster eriticiem if thie messure is employed,

Another possidle messure would %e to imu;uu predation sufficiently
to disperss the birds from the present site. Blologieally these two measures
may ba feasible dut both are subject to severe publie eritieism,

The lesst objectionable contrel measure would de to encoursge the birds
$o move %o 2 more secluded location., COresting an isoleted icland or barvier reef
off the sast tersinal poimt of the developed beach cosld serve dual purposes, 4
barrier deach of f the exposed point weuld serve to reduce the seriouns erosion from
wave action, colleet drifte of sea-veed that row litter the besch and serve ns a site
for water birds to concentrate. It is suggested that if srosion control structurses
are considered in future development that the possible value of 2 darrier beash
for dirds de sonsidered. Yith this plan the aesthetic value of having the dirde
present cax be mainteined for the publie without the objsctionabls features mow
experienced. In defense of the dirds 1 vish to add, there is considerable wsiue im
emcouraging gulls to visit the ares from the standpoimt of bemch sanitation., Gulls
gerve se excellent scavemgers, and are usually comsidered highly valuable in assist-
ing with clearing the beach of dedbris. It iz also important to note that the gulls
do most of their feeding in emrly morming hours defore the besch crowds arrive.
The nesthetiec wvalue of having the birds present should also De consideread.

Serious considerstion of developing a barrier icland as suggested ie
of course dependent upom whether or not the terns continue to use the deach,
folloving more development and intensive use., 4lszo, om vhether the coets of
construction cam Be justified by a dual marpese strupture,

in sumsary it ie suggested that if and vhem control measures bdecoms
megessary the latter control wmeasure be considered,

BJ s cb B J. Filler
1/22/he



