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Michigan's 1983 Spring Turkey Season

by
John Urbain

A total of 1746 turkeys were taken by hunters during the 1983 season; two
less than in 1982, when 1,748 birds were harvested.

A comparison of harvest is shown in Table 1 for the years 1977-1983.

Michigan Wild Turkey Spring Season Harvest

Unit 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983
Southwest (Allegan Co.) L & M 27 28 26 53 47 44 41
Northwest (Baldwin) K & J 126 118 113 147 163 335 377
Northeast (Mio) 323 472 488 644 797 1329 1277
Upper Peninsula (Menominee) 26 40 51

TOTALS 476 618 627 844 1033 1748 1746

A total of 23,233 hunters applied for the 24,030 available licenses. A
random drawing was held to determine successful licensees. Seventy Nine
percent (18,337) of the persons applying received a permit. Many of the
hunters applied for oversubscribed areas for all three of their hunt choices.

Several changes in the hunting areas and rules were instituted in 1983:

i

The area open to turkey hunting was increased by 900 square miles. A new
area J (see attached map) was added. In 1983 there were 8,699 square
miles open to hunting. This compares with 7,799 square miles open to
hunting in 1982.

The number of turkey licenses available for hunting was increased by 865.
In 1983 there were 24,030 permits available, compared with 23,165 in 1982.

The application procedure was modified to allow three choices of hunts
on the original application as an effort to distribute as many licenses
as possible within the recommended quotas.



Applicants were also allowed to apply with a partner. It is evident
that for many the social aspects of turkey hunting are very important;
e.g. father and son hunting together, and this would provide an
opportunity for such experiences.

4, The prohibition of the use of live decoys while hunting turkeys was

enacted. Michigan was one of the few states to allow this practice,
considered by many to be unethical and unsafe.

Winter Weather

The winter of 1982-83 was the mildest winter in 101 years. Experts say the
cause of Michigan's mild winter resulted from a change in patterns of high-
altitude air currents that steer Artic air masses into this region of the
Midwest. There were no known starvation Tosses. Winter trapping operations
were largely unsuccessful because the birds were scattered, and did not respond
to baiting and trap locations.

Hunting

The weather during the hunting season was quite variable. About 20 percent
of the hunters complained of bad weather. A total of 22.9 percent commented
that they did not see enough turkeys or turkey sign. Not seeing birds was
probably a factor of the weather, Frequent spring rains played an important
part in reducing hunter satisfaction. "Gobbling" activity was generally
erratic and birds responded poorly to calling. Hunters spent 45,914 days
hunting compared to 45,220 days in 1982, even though there were 593 more
hunters afield.
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