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Baton R~uge April 10tb1; 1864 

Dea.r Elizabe~h 

ve are 11vlng f,H"etty high for sol,Uel"s. but then ~~'e think 'lie f'l!;itVe 

a right to. ~,Je are hiring our aookblg' done by Horae o1.d "Yanke'e 11 r.eople 

:who 'de found n6Gr oamp, ec\'ch of U~ pa,'1ing them ~~1.00 IHH' !'n't)llth for cooking 

Qur rations :s.lld ~lv1n.g us the prlvil@,glil of si·tt111g in Fl. ohair il.t a t~lble 

and ee.ting f:rom eartlnern dl mhe·s. theBe are oonsid.ered. lu.xuries by us and 

we think are doing as· well e.s 1 t is possi'ble for soltUers to d.o in the 

provisl0n l1ne. You. would. no a.oubt he r2.thet' 8urprls&d 1f 1. t V'iere 

p06sible for ;;rou to be Slla.t\~ntly tr'3nsferred from your' quie,t home to look 

on the scene! of camp ona sunday morning. In!~tee.d of the qUl,e,t of home 

it is far from quiet here. The bOys are busy l'repa'rj.ng the-ir arms l!l,n(l 

aoooutreroents for inspeotion. DrlJ.ms are beating, fifes are squeaklnN: and 

everyU11ng s~ems much different than l.t uned to 'ilhlle I fe.S a 01 tizen 

at- home <.l.nd fGel like ~)sking the qu-est1on shall I ever ~e al1.Q (!ll':i'ljOy the 

~rlght days of peaOe again? 

How m.ueh joy f·IOUld. a. decla!\~.t1Cm of peace anuhonor6:tolfe peace-IT bring to 

the people of this oountPy not only Dt the north ~tlould Y(;8.0e be weloome,d 

but tho.usand13 of the pOOl"" people of the south are pt"aUlq th~t j:ia.r m~y 

eease to spread desolutlon {.l..nd JtOv'erty OVer the land. 
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And the soldlers the roany thous,andSC-o_tlp0sing our large e.rm!es. are looklng 

forward with joy to the day wh. they lOan fol10w the peaceful pursu,lts 

of life. 1~ere is however no use of .iishlng Qr think~ng web : llpon-r.the 

su.bjeet. It is eV1dent there 1. work to do before see that. day. work inw@; 

which the whole oountry 10 engag6<.\ In and as bad as mcmy dle11ke the 

respcmslb111ty they are all doing mOt'(!l or less either for or against their 

gave l'mlletlt • 

.I see t"hat my pen is l@a.ding off on to the wear question but I will try 

and d1rect it to another subjeot. 

~i,ie (,wil eonolderable exc1 tement here yesterday eaused by a false alarm 

of fire II l'n town fire belle were rang fire englneHil brought and. the soldiers 

poured 1nto toma bY' the 'thousand.. I staned to go but Slaw the Gen. out 

order1.ng th,e m-en to Gamp.I tOQk the h1.nt witnQut seeing any IDOI'le and 

retuPtte-d to OA.mp.. 'The Gen. was <3onsldenbly tr1gbten$4, t-hinklng 1 t wa.s 

a plan of the Nbs to a.ttack the town. We were not molested h@r~'1evel' and 

quiet prevailed in a short tame. The (}8n,. 1s a f1dgety old N'. Yorker 

named Coeke a.nd tflont suit the \1estem..s 'Very well.­

tie are to nave 1nspe.otlon at one Of olook and I w111 wait until that 

1s over before I f1nisb. 

Inspeotion 18 over and were found "nGlt ~·VEmtlngll. After whioh 

1 took a walk "down town" but saw nothing of 1m.portanoe. whioh cum 'be seen 

almost any time. unless I exoept the ever ~res6ntll in the south, ~nigger· 

with wh10h the streets of this oity are espeo1ally well lined and who are 

a.t the present t1me oomrnending as muoh 1:mportanoe as the best of us. 

I thought whttn I sat down to write th8l.t I eould finish wlthout 1nterrupt1on 

but the dru:m sounded for hDrees parade" Qonsequerttly the pen was dropped 

and the f,'Un taken ·up. We reoeive-d the most interesting &nd pleaS1.ng order 

to turn out in future at Rthe earliest peep of dawn" and stand in line of 
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battle, w1. th bayonets fixed# un,til Bunrlse. 'fhls c'{}me,s of the 2.1a.:rm. on 

yesterday. wh1ch it seems ha2 excited oar Gen. Ge~rge Cooke to an 

unaom~on degree of eau'lQn. 

Elizabeth. t;,}hen I men.tioned that my letters could not be inter~stlng 

to you on aoeount ef there being to muoh in them conaeI'nl:ng the soldiers 

life r hp..d not the least thoUght of yOt,rs b~lng uninteresting emd if r haveJ 

written it before which I peliev* I have r will now repeat it, dont let any 

such thoughts prevent you from wl"l ting often for be assured that a letter 

from E11zagekD. ~B w!,lQoliD.§ a.t any- tlme. It' I chaneo tt be on dtJ,ty on the 

reoeipt of your letters I alJl'/ays find an apportuni ty to r~&d tQ:em very !Soon. 

I suppose your people tbink the soldier must su.rely fin,d sQm,ethlng very 

importa.nt to writ~ about or h.e WQUld not wr.-'1te qUite so oft~u. Th18 would 

be a very na,tttFal conclusion at l,east,but one thi:l1g is certain k'li\} goes go!. 

wrlte as often to aIlcyon@ else. It is growlng dark and I ~'il11 bid YGU 

"Good ev~nin.... 11 Ho,pe1ng this may find you enjoy1ng go,od hea.l th 1 am 

Yours truly 

LeO!lard. 


