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Indians to Defy DNR Orders to Obey Rules

DNR Says Will Start Arresting

Bay Mills (UPI) - Facing possible arrest, Chippewa Indians from the Bay Mills reservation will
continue their commercial fishing operations on Lake Superior’s Whitefish Bay next week, their
leader said today.

“We will definitely be out on the lake Monday,” said Donald Parrish, president of the Bay Mills
Council.

“We are definitely going to continue fishing,” Parrish said. “We don’t care what the Department
of Natural Resources (DNR) says.”

The DNR announced Tuesday it would begin next Monday to apply state fishing, hunting and

trapping regulations to all Indians with the exception of those in the Keweenaw Bay area covered
by an 1854 treaty with the federal government.

The decision was a direct result of a ruling handed down in Ottawa County Circuit Court last
Wednesday, directing Indians who fish commercially on the Great Lakes—specifically Lake
Michigan—to adhere to state regulations pending the outcome of two suits.

The restraining order was issued by Circuit Judge Raymond L. Smith at the request of the
Michigan United Conservation Clubs (MUCC) and the North Ottawa Rod and Gun Club.

Parrish, in a telephone interview, said Smith’s ruling “came as a kind of surprise to us. I can’t

see how any judge would act like that. That’s why the whole state of Michigan is in such a
mess.”

He accused state legislators, Attorney General Frank J. Kelley and “even a few of our judges” of
using the Indian fishing issue “as a political football, and a cheap one at that.”

Smith’s ruling and the subsequent decision by the DNR came as the result of a recent state

Supreme Court opinion which said the 1854 treaty did not apply to all Indians in the state, as
originally believed by many.

The high court said it applied only to Indians from the L’ Anse and Vieux De Sert Bands of the

Chippewa tribe, who were given unrestricted hunting and fishing rights in parts of the Keweenaw
Bay area in the treaty.

These Indians will be exempted from the enforcement, the DNR said.
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The DNR said it will allow “additional Indians to apply for commercial fishing licenses under the
Great Lakes fisheries zone management plan” and that it will push for legislation providing all
Michigan Indians with free sport fishing and hunting licenses.

Parrish said the Bay Mills Council was considering taking the issue to federal court.

“We’ve been in contact with the solicitor general in Washington and with federal attorneys and I
definitely think we can beat them,” Parrish said.

He said the specifics of the legal action would be discussed at a council meeting Thursday night.
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