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l'1tH:'-genzie Bem1. I..e.. May 2~th, 18614, 

Dear I'i'ri'end Elizabeth 

It hl1lu;; heen~llm(}st three !'leeks €lL'lce last 

r wrote to you and d¢l1t knOi'i but you may 'think 1: had sudtlen],y fO);"1«~o tten 

to wri te after so frequent C01"l"t:H1pOnd~hlo'e. I!!lu~h hO,t"eve:r' is not the oc.f'le. 

e left Baton Roug~ on the 16th lust. and proeee_ by Goat up to th~ 

'lea Hi '\fer al:}d from tl1at in to Bayou....Atoh,lfahlia abol..tt', 20 miles when it was 

found that the ob.1ec::t .in sending fot' our brigade 'fif3S to e.ssist 'Bank's arl111 

in i t$ MtPeat. e ~'lent to '10rk and helped. the t:lrmy to cross the Bayou 

@D. 9. bridge of 20 steamboets wh.iQh l'lel"e brc.u.g-l':it along sic.\e of eal2h ()th~J', 

after the bridge 1"1D.S constru(lted it took ·~wo d.so,ys and m()st t~o nl'Aht'" 

for the. army to cross. 

It }s a gre.a.t ;.~m:nCle,r to all rJ.(;lWi the Gell ever Guc,oeeded .in g~lttlng 

out of a c.ov.ntry eomplet;ely inte!'se"cted by (leep bayot1.f3 in (~Vel'j.Y direction 

'i""1 ttl the e·nOl"'i1j.OUS tl'e.ln he had. 1111 th him co:nal~tbl¥: it is Sa.id. of 1200 ~i'Hagons. 

It a aI'S to me to be the m(l}S t ub€tu!'d movement. tWfH' rnad'el to t&lre such e. 

trbL.i.n. 1)11 th s.n arml a-nd more EJsp€cially Where iwatel' communlc&l.tion abounds 

as 1 t does ln La. It i.a not for me hQliJ!:%v'el" to crltiZt'! the ac tlons of grtaat 

Oell' s. I see hO'.~ever that there 18 only one;i::,~nti.me.nt 1rl tht) arrey 

con~ernlng the aampal~n which is about closed that is Gelt. ~~~~$ took 

8.D. army ot 39.000 men armed and equlp~d tn the best possible rna.ln1er l into 

the Hed. ~li vel" country and. that he has been &ri V8:lc1. out i'll tb he~tvy loss 

by a force muoh inferior to his m\tn and. th1~l "too after tbe men. had gf'~lned 

nearly evel-wy b&tt1efl~ld. l'here must o€I·talnly have been b<:d. genere.lshlp 

dlsplayed somet'lhere. It 1s vEery ea81 to tell \":110' the m'!.~1'l tbink er~ to 

bla.me by listening to the r-emark~ m~ide Q.bout the Gen. 

Fie 18 knov-;rn thPOughout nearly the wbole a,my as Corporal 13a.::ll'i;s and the 

soldiers have called him by this epithef in his pve~enae. 

I believe Gen Banks to be a smart man he roay be a bad Gen. but I think 
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mue:h Of the bla.ru :crt: th1$ m1,serable fal1utoe will be foundattaehed to 

subo~inatee. 

~ve mar(thed trom w"nere the t",ps crossed the Bayou to this po1nt 

wh1cp. 1s about 20 m11es below the mou'tih of th'e Red. having i::l pretty 

to'ugh tlme as we had not been used to th1s buslnessof lat'e. We start~-d. 

Friday P. M. Jna.r:'Oh~d all n1ght .;I.-no. all the next d"Y.. the ir.H:L:,thElI' being 

warmer them. any '~~ather we ,eve!' hrav'" 11'1 Qhlc.. Tl:'1l!lre t4Zl'€ many' of th 

boys gave all,t on the march, 'four of our Co. e.r-e at th,e hos'Pt. siok 

now ano. aOQut one more day weulc1 hav'e uT:i,flted ma for du·t~r but 1: am 

qui te ~~"ell nOVJ and bDpe vn~ 6h£~11 not be obliged to travel on foot vtJr:y 

much while the ~l.ather is so hot. 

'J'e reo1d 8., mall on sundaya:rid 1 ~vaS! ,glad to re(reiv~ a l~tte:r t'i~O 

you II and to l(now th& t you are well,.. I think you mUf:1i t be ~:abo1:'ing pretty 

haret at your new home an.d he.ve v~rJ.' 11 t tJ..e tlme to ;youl'"'6elf. 'rll:eI'~ 

weere two broth~rs named, ParI' in our Regt. C'Q].O. one of tham is ciisoh·arged 

the other iii at V1ckebu~g on du ty but 1 dont kno~i }4 the l-rlnd cf duty .. 

\le reo 1 d foul" months pay to d&y :but money is Qf very I1ttle uee here 

there is just nothing here that ~\fe want. \;!;Ie are however e1(pi3:c ting 

to embark soon for some front down the r1veJfQrto h.ope we may u 

fortunate enough to be se.nt to some pleasrr:nt plaoe for' the n,ext 5 r.aontns. 

It is evening getting l~.te and. the light is g01n~ out. I~'Jil1 oloso. 

Good evening. 

\'1rl te soon and I)-treat ~IS b,efore. 

As ever 

:tour's trt.uy 

Leolial""1 


