Morgenzie Bend, La, May 25th, 1Bé4

Dear Friend Elizabeth
It hag been almost three weeks slance last

I wrote to you and dont know but you mey think I had suddenly forgotten
to write after so frequent correspondence, sush however is not the case,

We left Daton Rouge on the 16th inst. and proceeded by boat up to the
ded Hiver and from that in to Bayou-Atehafahlia about 20 miles when it was
found thst the objeet in sending for our brigade was to assgist Bank's aray
in 1ts retbeat., We went to work and helped the army to eross the Bayou
on & bridge of 20 steamboats which were brought along side of each other,
alfter the bridge was comstructed 1t took two daeys and most of two nights
for the army to cross.

It 1s & great wonder to all how the Gen ever succeeded in getting
out of a country eompletely intersected by deep bayous iu every dircetlon
wlth the enormous treain he had with him consisting it 1ls szid of 1200 wagons.
It appears to me to be the most absurd movement ever made to take such a
train with an sermy and more especially where water communiceatien sbounds
ag 1t does in La., It is not for me however to tritize the actiones of great
Gen's. I see however that there 1ls only oune sentiment in the srmy
concerning the campelgn which is ebout elosed that is Cen. Banks tock
en army of 30,000 men armed and equiped in the best possible mammer, into
the Red Biver eountry snd that he has been driveun out with heavy loss
by & foree much inferior to his own and thig {too after the men had geined
nearly every battlefield. There must certainly have been bad generalshlp
displayed somewhere, It is very easy to tell who the men think ere to
blame by listening to the remarks made about the Cen.

He 1s ¥nown throughout nearly the whole srmy as Cérporal Banke and the

soldiers have eslled him by this eplithef in his presence.

I believe Cen Banks to be & smart man he may be a bad Gen. but I think
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much of the blame of this miserable failure will be found attached te
gsubordinates,

We marched from where the tropps c¢rossed the Bayou to this point
which is about 20 miles below the mouth of the Bed. having & pretiy
tough time as we had not been used to this business of late., ¥e started
Friday P.M. marched all night and &ll the next day, the weclher being
warmer than any weather we ever have ir Ohic, There were many of the
boys gave ocut on the march, four of our Co. are at the hospt. eick
now and about one more day would have unflted we for duty but I am
qulite well now andlope we shall not be obliged to travel on foot very
mueh while the weather is so hot.,

Je rec'a a mall on sunday aud I waeg glad to receive a letter fiom
you, and to know thet you are well. I think you must be laboring pretty
hard at your new home and heve very little time to yourself, Lhers
were two brothers named Farr in our Hegt. Co!C. ome of them 1lg discharged
the other is at Vicksburg on duty but 1 dont kunow ¥ the kind of duty,

#e ree'd four months pay to day but ﬁ@ney is of very little use here
there 18 just nothing here that we want., We are Lowever expecting
to embark soon for gome front down the river and hope we may e
fortunate enough to be sent tc some pleasent plece for the next 5 mounths.

It &8s evening getting late and the light is going out. I will close.
Good evening.

Write soon and Direct as bhefore.
Az ever
Yours truly

Lecranrg



