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Dea,l" E.l1 zabe th 

Uhen you read my last yo~ will hardly expeot to 

l!ee another dated. at this place but such is the unoertainty of mill. tary ai'falrl 

w~e can jUdgo nothlng ·of tomorroW by the tranl!!laotlon-s of to day. Once during 

th~ past week Ht3 118Ve had eve,ry thing paolted r·eady to move at a moments 

n.otic~ but the order was cO'Ul'ltern;landed and ~Je are Yliilt in camp. 

Last Mon. morning we reo'd Ol~ers to move at ,.M. with two days 

OOQK@d. r"at1.o'!l'/3 :rn.;C: a 11 ttle before sundown we were on the road, towards 

Clint0n a small town occu,pled by the I'ebs .30 ml1e~ from here,. :Je marched 

1.5 miles and haltec't at 12 oc1ock ~"iere on the road again at 3 ocloc.k. nur 

foro$ consisted of four Begts. of Inf't. two seotions of Art. and .500 Oav. 

our Iiegt act1ng as reserve. Bklrm1shin..g oommenced by tbe advanoed at 

swarise the enemy OOins t.a.ntly fa.l1~-'ng baok. ~le, were broumht up and 'put In 

th.:e a.d"1anoe ait 9 o,el.oo.k Sl.no. el"Qwleo. almost o-n doub.le quiok until noon 

when we peached the Coel tte river ~'lhere the roebs ll.ad taken PCH31 tion, on the 

opposi te ;;side and dls.pu.ted our passage of the brldge. here ~¥e lost the 

001 of the 4th \!-Jis. Cav. ,~n.d a CQrpl f~QT!1. our Regt both Idlled bes1des 

sevel"al \'fQundea. He ep.ptured: t\JO pr1s·oneros land learned that their loss 

WQS 50 killsd and Nounded. Th61 001. a ' md t g the expedition ha.d complete.d 

the Objeot of th~ reconorsenee a.nd d.eclded. to ~lthdraw. W~ marched 1:5 

miles and b1v\llUoked for the night. Having marched 2.5 miles and sk.1rnt1shed 

'? hout's vii th the enemy we began to think 1 t to be the obje·ct to ascertain 

whether we had forgotten how to travel or not. The next mQ~1ng we reachod 

aamp at 9 o'alook havlng marched 10 miles. The boys had nearly all got 

tend.er foote-d smd 1 t ws--s rather a.musing to see the number of cripples El,bout 

the camp for the next two dayes. The 120th haVe become the v1ctimB 

of l);'exan ba.rbari ty. One week ago' to da.y the-y went aboard. the $te~mer 
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bound for Red inver and Mon. 1'.1'1. tbey steaming quietly up the- Elver about 

50 miles from th-e mouth when all at once they were fired upon by Art. 

and small arms from the bank, they of course could. m.ak,e but sl~trht 

reslstauQe from their old transport t'111d soon noiwt.ed the llhi te flf;;g but 

the rebels cried~;9 qwartELCs and continued to fi re (Doll t1'}e almost helpl,e'li!f, 

'boys. Tlle bo&: t 1'laF.i brought to the oppo5li te shoI"e as soon as p-ossible 

una 150 ~soaped ",ut of nearly 600 tl1e rest bell''lg ei thEn~ killed or ot:1p'trtlrtld 

and to be t,a,kon by those barbarians 1s nearly equivalent to death. 'rhe 

pr:tsone!l:~s tl~re 8,11 stripped of their uniform and blankets and will many 

or th~m at least die ffom ex:p06Ul"~e. These, ar>e, the }rlnd of rr.le:n, 01" be~st& 

is c!".l tl10r~ f),pproprlate name I ~\ie a:..~~ figh tll\.Q,: a.nd such a;r.e the 'beillJ,J:S Hhich 

hays so many :C"rlends, at the north. 

The \\i~ea.ther 1s very \'larm l'1,e lre dUl'?1ng the da~t and if the temperature 

oont1nues to increase J mo.nths I afraid we shall be ob11ged to hunt pretty 

9 !t.~ rt for S'hade. I have Just ~turned from church heard a very good 

sermon by one of our army Charlaln~' from Eclelstl'§.s? fJl;h j 8th,. It SBe''-. 

LUte home to go c.huroh and hear a ~()od serrnQD. on t'he s~bb,ath but 1 l1a~e 

heard very, few such in the past two years. 

Capt. nham arrived fro::1 N.O, thj.s morning and infGrmed us tl'lat there i,s 

til; pt'ob&bll~ ty of our reme.inlr...g here EiWhlle yet. \r:e Qi:r COUl'$e dont object 

to sta'Ylng if it suits the Gen. I nver liked the 1etl.ea. of being Kept 1n 

garrlsson a at length Q)f time but af.i we have f,j,een something af the field. 

and as i"le have only FE. few m0rtths longer to 53erve I have no Objeetions 

to a oomparatively- quiet time during this Bummer. 

\ie can hQwe,ve,'Ji" hardly ,eXDect to remain here a.ll sUmmer. e Ret no 

nfi:lwe of le.t~ from the' north 'but all :are looking anxiously for good ne\'JS 

from Gen. Grant laS in him lies ou.r only hOpe of the w'ar ~()mim;,{ to a 

Glose very 8,0011. It 1$ thought by some thet if he .ts aueGe,Barnl the war 

will terminate wi thin the p""esent year. Muoh &~- I Wish su.ch m1ght ~ ,e the 
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csee I d'ont expe·o't it. The weat,her being unoomfortably warm in our t~nt, 

myself and ohum took " N,. p. 'W'11lts t? travels in Ita.1Yu w~mt d'QW to the 

capitol square seated our~~elV'e6 in the shadta;nd pasa,ed 'bhe ~'iarmea,t part 

of the day rej:ldlng. Tbo square is very heauta..ful th.er~ be'1:ng plenty !Z>f 

ii'hade and grtUisy lawns. Ther~ a1"'e 'also some very pretty flowers but there 

al"e striot oN\trs again.st plu~klng them. I hON8ver thought I ~::,roula risk 

the cons,equel'lees of PiPeakl:n,g ovders th1 s t1m6, and. pic.ked a velvet-res 

fTom Elt bush ¢l<Hl$ to th~ capitGl QU the south sitle ~fl1ioh I will send lOu. 

If you h~we not S'een the state hOU"H~ ;y'Ou hav@ at least seen som~"thl:ng 

which g-relil very clo,se to 1 t. If I cou~d hac'1 my chOice to tlG.y vl~ry likely 

I nhould set beneat.h trees of more northern groirith a;nd passed the time 11.\ 

oonvergat.i,on 1nstead of reading Bu.t ~s the if.llnlster told ua to de.)~ '.-.re neve 

not the rigbt to d.o as we choose unless we oh,o,or~e to do right but I dent 
'. 

tlqink 1 t w'oul_d be wrongconseq,uently the:J;'",e Hfll:st be some other ree.sr.m for 

not bel there. ! have wr1tt(;l'1 to you onc.e since receiving yours stat1ng 

your people we're s10k and..1,.oj>1-ng this may fl;ad 'You all enjc)yL. 008 health. 

1 am yours truly 

l.eoue:.rd 


