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In or der that a g rouse renge improvement plen ~ be initiated 

immedia.tel,.v, tho S:pri~~ ..,.ork will necessarily be 1 imi ted to tl!o 

activities , food p~tch pl~tings and control led burningo 

~ Pl!_tch~.! 

Food patches are iesigned to supplement the diet of Ruffed 

Grouse at tr.o periods of the year; in the Fall before the birds 

go O.t'. a bud diot, and in the Srring when the birC!e a.g<~~'t!! vary 

their diets with food :9icked off the ground. 

This being the fi ·rat attempt at artificinl feeding of Ru.ffed 

Gr~use. e vari~ty of ~lnU81 grAins must be used to determine ~ 

"Preference 1 if't from t 'rtf) standpoint of soil requirements, ma.il'J,.. 

tena..."lcA, weather, nr~d ·ralatabilit:r. 

Buchfh.,.a.t .• This gra.in ie preferred bec!m~a ~f its ability 

tn grow on most eey t;v:~e of soil. It lcdzes ea~ily under 03now bu.t 

m~ be a T?~uable Spring food. 

Man~':!lllria..!l ~ - On '101'"~ sandy soil of the AllE'!gs.n Resettlement 

Ad;rinistra.tion project0 this plant did ve:cy well and sh..,uld grt:¥W 

successfully her~. Th3 stem is stout 3r..d the s~ed is a.'bu.ndont. 

Reg"''r~ Sorghum - rhis CR.ne ifll COlll}'ta.rable t o he~ i.'l that it 

haa a stout stem and is prolific i n ... ed :prod,,cti:m. Ro•r well it 

~111 gror en sandy soil must be determined. 



l!illets - Theq~ cr"l.ins fl.re eesilr s c\7' and requi-..... little 

~.intenpn~e. cut lod~e easily 11nder s~vv.. ~he millets, as ~ith 

buckwheat, me~ r.e VP~unble ~ring foods if the supply is not 

de~leted b.1 sm£11 rodents under the snow. 

SoYbeans - Beans Rre valued beca:uee ~:f the eize of the see~ 

the stout stems hold tb~ ~ods crove snor., ane ar~ prolific ryeprers. 

Su~ Gra.2.§.- en this .:;-:1.in is bro:l.dca£t it lodges easil:r, 

b11t in doing so produc!s a ten~le of stemt~ in whi.<".h a bira can be 

Rafe from fe~thered y~~dators. 

Sunfl:owers - The ~buncL«Ulce of lar£6 Aeeds mF"kee surfl:>wE"rs 

desirable fllr food !'""t mes. 

§r"e~! Olover - E~·~h food pe.t-:h will have edjRcent to 1 t c. sTI!l'll 

a trip of c1.nver to :::>rovide the necessJ3lj" 11greens". The seed must be 

innoculateC. and so'fltl w-Lth e nurse crop. 

Contr<U-1!9: Burning 

Certatn parts of i;he refuge have gT'.>r.l ~tp to solid, exte"l.dve 

stends o'! poplar on ·Doth uplf'nd end l owland. Pv the uoe of cor..­

trolled burring, it i s hored t~ creP-te ere~~ mead~o in ?rder to 

increase the s-.1ppJ.y of insects. chie:flr r-r~sshoppere. Bur::ing Trill 

also astnblish cover typP 11 edges11 <tl ong which most an i.l'l3ls tend to 

trevel. Thfl burnings j .!l the l..,wlar.d popl ar ax d e.l.der st~nott are 

designed to encouraee t.he growth of b!'iPr taneles, hucltlebcrries, 

•interberry, maple nprcuts, a.~d elso creete 11ed~su. 

These burnin~R shc.ul~~ be irregular in f'lhape Md should be from 

thirty to one hundred f'eet in widt'h. Thoy should be loC'.ated on, or 

in close p1'o::d.mit:y- to, lines ~1.ong T.hi~r a grouse ~'en~us mi,:"'"t be ,..,n. 



Thf" '!!'::>st ~'ll.ua."ble Iro.nagec area is: ,.,~e tbat r"''luirt-"' little 

w:-.interut...,ce and only by- ple.nting perennial stock C"'=l s"l'~"h a ~on­

di t.ion be apyroached. Pv employi!l& ~uch ple.n ting st~clr, the dis­

:!:"'er'!l~l of covPr t,-pes c::on be Ppeefied t1.p over tb.'\t of ~t·1rel t"e­

productt~n ~nn al~o cen be rut in desired pl aces. Th~ Fall 

progra~ ~111 cnnsist of contrerouc and deciduoue plant.invs. 

Cl)!'ifers 

l~~r.,ey- Pire -· This ~r~~tciet is indigenoua tr the area anc" 

should cr~w resdily. ~ coniferous 9lsntinco wil2 be m~~e to 

prcvide rcostil"r- ~ever f or the "')irds. ~v·r. cover is c~napicuously 

absent in Lle~ ~arh of' the ra!l!,""e nnd m~v be a litJiting fact . .,,- 1:1 

popul"3.tic:::t m1:ncerA. 

If three-foot gto~k is :rE·esona.bly av~ile.ble, ii; sho,llt\ bo used 

"be~"cuse ~~en pl~~•qe ~t siA cy six fPet it ..ould ~lready be ~ffecti7e 

c~ver. Thirty to siYty trees to a cl·~ would ~rovide good roost 

covf\r regardless :Jf nC''r"'Zel losses 1.n the rlentinet.. ~<'1 thould 1>f' 

r>:!.anted in the bu-1.nt;;; or adjecent tl them r.s en underpl!-~t. ing in 

thP :?C'pl9r• 

~UO'!!, Pl~.n~J~ 

The oeciduous pl~,~+ingo t'sed shoW.d be for the p".ll''!l:>se of 

creetin!': ,_ :C'cod Allpply ari escr..pe cover f'Jr the birds. Acecrding 

to a for"'f'\r-marl .. ~t hun·=er who lives in the vicinity of the ,.ofU{; , 

€%'0Uee ~~"~re a"'' "'oant ill t he ~trapm b~ttoms before the intro~,,~"~tit'r: 

of "!:'~a.var w '17here gr•J.:pe t::m€1A2 D!A~e it necrly i!:t.t'B.S3Pbleo t_, 

hu..,~n beings. 



Along th9 stre11m ...... ..nks tr fo'lJ'Id Pn outcrop:;:ing of l- V"f ~1:1} 

elderoerrv, ::-..nd zr~ro 'Jhoul d. thrive. 

Althou?h thP ~B~f ~f f ood pateh~s ~ n3~esserily be e~ 

t.ended P f c yeers , the dcciduou~, fruit-bearin~ specie~ ~hould 

From ob"lt"rvs.tions me.d'=' dur in.f the past winter, only one 

PC'sel. A1 thou!!';h r.o ,.,. ... ..,sel killf:l .,.1!'1,.1'1 fo,.xnd to bdica.to predation 

on grouse~ the p.ni.1Dals a.p:!,)arently 1n.}u1tbit th9 l owlands in praf~r-

enr.9 to other types M.41 mEfl' consitute e limitinr fact~r especially 

when t.:b"" 'birds so to t he l cr;1.ands ti\'l.ring the moultin.g sel." son~ A 

11..-ait sr..d ~" policy ·b ould be adopt ed for the :rr~~ent l!'nd a el oco 

cheek ~;f\A f er kill~ in the summer w"len the birC.s have retir d to 

the lowl.ande. 

Skunk sign found ln the latter part of Febr'tl2Ty' end in !Ja.rch, 

indicated e "I.t.~,.mal" p1~pulation. The skunk is r espondblp, :ln N~w 

York St~te 1as a deutr,yer of ~ousa nests and ~ey ~rrant ~ontrol 

on th!~ area. 

Fox n~ar~tly pa~s thro~ t~e ~~fugc on their "te~ts" as 

indi caten D.r i~vestig?.tion last win~~r end will proba~y nPed littl e 

Patch N.,. J. ~ C:~-ha1f aerP of He~"l".rO ~or~u.!" plent ed i n rous 

t TTPnty-ei ght !rehes ap?.rt. The hills a'tlould be ten inche i) apart ~ith 

acre. 



r-.7-

Sunfl vor - 4 pounda 

Swn~t e~~ver ~ 7 pcund~ 

!nnM'\lle~ bn (<'~ "lVOr) -· 20 cnmces 

er: .. thorn - ~11) ~ re~ a 

Mount-a.in Ash - 910 tre>1":l 

Siberian Pea - ~~~ 9 shl"ll j'\s 

J~o.:..r..~a~e of Bu,.ns: 

:Bll.rn No. 1 -
, 

1-;z- ~cree 

" No. 2-
., 

t1CTes ... 

" ~;,. 3 - ' a('res 

" No. h_ 10 acres 

II 1~~. 5- 10 ::.c:re-; 

" Uo. 6.- ~ a e .. as .. 
II Uo. 1 .... 5 acres 



5 trt'etor-dcy-s ·,it!'l. dlsc on food ratches 

4 ~~~d3Yt for ~~tivating f'od patches~ 

A. total of ~i:J:ty .... four ll:lano-A..r.:or~. f 0ur of which "ill be ~"..,t 

on ~~ti~a~in« !oo~ ~~~ches. The tractor ~d disc ill be used 

to break the ground. A teat:l end cu:l tivator ca::. be used on three 

of the food p~tches. 
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