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25th ConcRress, Doc.. No. 29. Ho. or Reps.
3d Session. : Treas. Dept.

OPERATIONS OF THE GENERAL LAND OFFICE, 1835, &c.

LETTER

THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY,

[ 4 TRANSMITTING

A .hn\yel of the Commissioner of the General Land Qffice of the Opera-
tions of said office during the Year 1837 and part of the year 1838.

el i,

Decemser 19, 1838.
Read, and laid upon the table.

— e

TREASURY DEPARTMENT,

December 18, 1838,

Sz : 1 have the honor to transmit, herewith, a report irom the Com-
missioner of the General Land Office to this Department, dated the 17th
instant, with the documents therein referred to, having regard to the op-
erations of the General Land Office during the year 1837 and part of
the year 1838. )

I have the honor to be, respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,

LEVI WOODBURY,

. .u.%wlaéa\gn?ne:&\.
Hon. Spuaxer of the House of Representatives. .

GeneraL Lianp Orrics,
December 17, 1838.

Str : Ihave the honor to submit the accompanying documents, exhib-
iting the operations of the several land offices during the year 1837, and
the first, second, and third quarters of 1838, (statements A and B;) from
which it will appear that the quantity of public lands sold during the
year first mentioned, amounted to five million six hundred E.% one
thousand one hundred and three acres and twelve-hundredths; the
purchase-money of which amounted to. seven million seven thousand
five hundred and twenty-three dollars and four cents ; and that, during
the first three quarters of the current year, the quantity of land sold
amounted to one million three hundred and eighty-eight thousand seven
hundred and thirty-three acres and forty-eight-hundredths ; of which the
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4 Doc. No. 29.

ion formerly made, which, .,Ss,._ vagueness or uncertainty of
MMHMMMMM%& not _.mow?a the @_._ﬁ sanction of ::m a.nw.nm_. As _wocm. as
the obstacle occasioned by the failure of the State to _:m M 1ese selections
is removed, it is contemplated to put the lands into _“Sn % : a _

As the large amount of twenty-five million four hundred an _28 ve
thousand eight hundred acres was under contract for z_.“.<_m< m_._ _the date
of the last annual report, of which about thirteen and w a ME _oq—..w =~5:
remained to be executed in the mm_.a, the estimates submitted at the lag
session of Congress, for an appropriation for additional surveys, were re-
stricted to those regarded as _.a_mvo.zmwc_o. But few surveys, compara-
tively, were cam_.ﬂ___, %.a_.ﬂ.mmomdv mwﬂ:m the present year, |

i the followin :

%nmﬁ.ﬁmﬂ“ﬁoﬂ:&azu nmmmmmm< the Miamies under mﬁmnnmﬁ%.acm.u_:-
ded in 1834, and ratified February 16th, 1838; aizarra % v..:-.ﬂo«,on ~m=-
eral states, in his report, will be completed by the _m.mw ebruary :Mu. -

The lands in Mickigan ceded by the Chippewas o _ w_mw-“mi. under the
treaty concluded in 1837, and ratified on the 2d of Ju « mw. ’ lying west

Certain tracts in Wisconsin, including improvements, an «m. wm ~ S
of lake Winnebago, ceded by the treaty with the Zm:oz_o:wom M :.g ep M,E-
ber 3d, 1836 ; the running of the township lines of so S.zo % o mmw_u%.-.
cessions, under that treaty, as lies within that Ha::o.nw,_.. mﬂ: e : :.-

vision into sections of all the fractional townships within l0se nm%m %— s

which are situated on Q_.Q_E bay, and .o:v_nrm Fox, Wisconsin, and Me-

ie rivers, so far as they are navigable. .

A :omm.—a..m _Mvﬂum_:? in g@%:m. which include the improvements “zmmmav-w\
M the missionaries at Harmony, to which the title has heen _..mﬂosn y Om_.m_o”
guished hy virtue of the 4th article of the treaty of 1835 with the T
womww:g:o_a were also communicated on the 12th instant ».cq. —Mrm uzmﬂ-
vey of the township lines of the tract of country bounded o::m Msowrm
south, and west by existing surveys and the Missouri m:ﬁ:.m wo q.on the
north by the Yine dividing townships 64 and 65, extended wes  the same
river ; and to subdivide so -Ewor o_m Emsm_wﬁﬂ M“:o sections as

i t two townships in depth on . . .
Emﬂw%%m:.ﬁwm will m_wJ.ncW _wcic.:m of wwwwusa o_ﬁ...ooza._mmv and

is usually known as the Platte-river country. ) .
/i%_“mm__u_zmwwq Genera} of ro:ma.wsw :mm been engaged, in ocawwwm”“m”
with instructions from this office, in making the _umncmwmmw mnmﬂﬁ (for.
of the errors in the location of private ._Ea claims in the \ _.mm:mH %m.r "
merly St. Helena) district, mentioned in the last m::—ﬂ vuov%ﬂm i o
view to their ultimate correction, which, it is hoped, will be effecte :

i -°ﬁ—n . . 0 i3
m.mmﬁ“,”:_ﬂwﬂvoz of the newly-appointed Surveyor General of gh%m.%“@%h
it is seen that his office has been engaged in the m.NwE.:W:e:.SE pr g
rors in the old surveys in that State, and in ascertaining h 1e mup o ded
injury or loss of the field-notes. As that examination has :M o
to all the errors known to exist, and as his report was amomﬁmop o Lits
enable this office to give the requisite attention to the su -.“mn o remedy
connexions, the decision, as to the proper course to be ﬂ.:ﬂ e thor ox.
the difficulties, is necessarily deferred for the present. o mate
amination, it is found advisable, a ‘special communica ! a mal
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for an appropriation for ¢

0 his object will be submitted to Congress at its
present session, :

ries, completed, with commendable - diligence, the necessary protractions
and transcripts from its files, and transmitted the same to the new office,
which may now pe regarded as in full operation. )

The new mode of compensating the clerks ang draughtsmen in the off
ces of the Surveyors General, under the instructions from this office refer-
red to in the last annual report, by proportioning their compensation to
the amount of worlk actually done, instead of fixed salaries, as was for-
merly the usage, has, in its beneficial results, surpassed the most sanguine
expectations. Such has been the degree of activity imparted under the
operation of this rule, in the disposal of the arrearages in that branch of
the service, that the expenditures for that object in the first two quarters
of the present year exceeded the appropriation for the same period. The
deficiency thus occasioned, however, (except that in the Mississippi office,
for which an. estimate has been submitted,) will be supplied by a corres.
ponding reduction of the expenditures during the fourth quarter.

The propriety and importance of this rule, as a measure of econonyy,
and (what is of equal moment) in producing greater efficiency and promp-
titude in the despatch of business, have been already satisfactorily tested.

A circular of instruction of the 9th of July last, addressed to each Sur-
veyor General, calling for the usual information and estimates, and the
copies of the reports of those officers, with the exception of those of Ar-
kansas and Missouri, (which it is regretted have not been received,) are
appended, (document H.) .

The colored diagrams accompanying these reports will afford full in-
formation as to the progress and condition of the surveys authorized by
former instructions, Several important errors, found to exist in the dia.
gram forwarded last year by the Surveyor General of Florida, have been
corrected in that herewith furnished, :

Document I is the estimate of the expenses of the General Land Office
for the year 1839, and that marked K exhibits the estimated a i

sequence of the unusually small amount of the appropriation for the public
Surveys made at the last session of Congress, the estimates now submitted
for that object during the ensuing year necessarily constitute an aggregate,
in addition to former unexpended balances, of thirty thousand dollars; one
moiety of which is designed to meet the peculiar exigencies of the service
in Louisiana.

In this estimate no item has been inserted for the construction of ap
office for each Surveyor General, containing a fire-proof vault for the
Preservation of the records. = This has been omitted, because the measure
was before Congress at the last session as a substantive proposition. As
the bill had not been reached for final action at the time of adj
is presumed that the subject will again be before that body at its pres
Session, | respectfully refer to my last annual report ) i
‘ommunication on this subject of the 26th March last, for the reasons in
favor of this measure. I will merely add, that subsequent reflection, sa
far from lessening my convictions of its expediency, has rather strength-
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can be engaged to do it for the compensation authorized. The continned
high water of lalic Lric has hitherto prevented the connexion of the north-

-ern boundary-line of the State with the lines of a fow sections on the
west side of Maumee bay, which are mosily submerged by the waters of
the lake.

In Indiana, the tracts of land ceded to the United States by the treaty
with the Miamies of 23d October, 1834, are now in progress of survey,
and will be completed by the 1st of February next. A few islands- in
the Wabash river remain yet to be surveyed. With the exception of
these, and the Miami cessions above meutioned, the whole of the public
iands in this State have been surveyed.

In Michigun,onr ficld operatious, I regret to say, have advanced rather
tardily duaring the present year. This is owing chiefly to the unfavorable
character of the country for surveying ; the great difficulty and expense of
transpiorting provisions through a trackless wilderness, over some parts of
which a packhorse cannot be taken; the difficulty of procuring and re-
taining Lands in the service ; and the length and severity of the winters,
and in summer the great annoyance from the swarms of musquitoes., On
this subject I beg leave to refer you to the communication from this office
of the 18th of December last, and the papers enclosed therein.

The exterior township boundaries have been extended as far north,
only, as the line between townships 23 and 24 north, on the west side of
the principal meridian; and on the east side, to the line between townships
27 and 28 north: making about 2,400 miles. A contract has lately been made
for the survey of about 162 miles more, on the west side of the peninsula.

On the east of the meridian the subdivisious into sections have heen com-
pleted up to the sccond correetion line, (bctween townships 20 and 21,
comprising about 20 townships;) west of the meridian about 110 town..
ships have been subdivided : making in all 130 townships.

Contracts have been made for the subdivision of 90 townships more
on the west, and about 30 townships east of the meridian: making 120
towuships. The triplicate skeleton maps accompanyingthis seport, colored
in the manner directed by you, will exhibit a view of the state of the worl )

in the ficld, as above detailed. ,

It has hitherto been found impracticable to contract for the running of
the standard lines, and the exterior standard boundaries, in the nerthern
portions of the State, on weeount of the alleged inadequacy of the com-
pensation offered, (84 per mile.) That description of work is usually given
to none but the most experienced and skilful deputies. This work has
been otlered to several of these surveyors, all of whom have declined -
tess the compensation would be increased. Unremitted efforts, however,
shall still be made to put those surveys under contracts, and to prosecute
the work throughout the remainder of the State conformably to your in-
structions of the 8th and 30th of May, 1837.

To defray the expenses of executing these surveys, assuming that they
will be completed in the ensuing year, and including about ten townships
of Indian cessions in Indiana, I present the following estimate :

For surveying the public lands in 1839, in Michigan - $73,000
. in Indiana - 2,000
$75,000
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+ For compensation to the Surveyor General .
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Althoug] itori isconsi = have
from 1 m&.ﬁw Hﬁmmo:.mm of <Smao=m_=. and Iowa have been separated
of office duty mwﬂvimr Istrict, and erected Into a new one, yet the amount:
of recording (o) vmm mmn of :.E.n:ﬂ.mE surveys, and the heavy arrears
this offies. S s e ought up, will stjl] require an undiminished force in
suspended .. :.Wm%SMW.E that these records, which have now been entirely<
Practicable, e % teen years, should be brought up as early asmay be
be still s o 1stent with the current demands upon thisoffice. And if it
Ired to continue the work of transcribing the field-notes of the
tion shou, A a specific appropria-
 ofths Erﬂ Ww»ﬂpmm for that purpose, in addition to the %:oém:oﬂvvow act
Congross ! v:zm.. 836; especially as no provisjon has been made by
oral. s remmtild ,m:m offices with fire-proof vaults for the Surveyors Gen-
If that very 1o %g. '8 your report on that subject of 26th of March last.
Congress ag 1o por .5_9 [Proposition should fail to receive the sanction of °
from fire, 1 :aaam%h%ﬂﬂ M_wmmm.. Mwwowm o_‘w _.Mz:w. in N.Eé of the fearful risk
or : e for this
_w.m MMMW Mom.mm wo.w M:. Eau.p:& Looks, to be so constructed that they ma
oy, thorepe mwnmwzmmmmomzw removed in case of fire. In thas cosmsmn:wu
. s Y recommend a smal) appropriation for this pur-
-Fo ’ i
for e mﬂ MMWMM.MM y M.Mu_u vmma Ew items of expenditure by the Surveyor General
(ios Emw%m juel, and hire &. a Fvoaﬂ. to make fires and perform the a:.v
cual roquns omM:. 5_:5 office, hive been so heavy as to result in 5 vir-
result awhi _68. ¥y one-fourth of the amount of his annual salary; a
organizatin S M ¥ could not have been contemplated by Congress at vs
w:ﬂ we, aon o he Jn_am forty years ago, with the same salary that is now
S i DUt just and sight thes . iy, COTIATS o o oo
penses, and I sha)] moow.a_.an ask an a :Om am“mo ot that g ese ox-
In accordance with these views, I mcwmwn %5 wocwﬂ.wmmﬁwwwﬁwﬁﬁ% the

ensuing year :
Salari .
alaries and conlingent expenscs of the office.

For compensation to clerks, per act of 9th May, 1836 . - e

For compensation to ¢ Do

) Xtra clerks to transcri - ,
HHE. mnw.:osmg postage, and printing . be WmoE notes : Yooy
For office furniture (portable cases) . : © e
For office-rent and fuel - - S " 200
For laborer (or messenger) . - § ) _ 150
- - - 150
—_—
Total, $14,650

. .

Agreeably to your nstructions, there are transmitted with this report a

o o i
%mmhwmw_ MMMMES; omm disbursements for surveying, up to the 29th of Se
marked (1 %w«_w.w« wm (A3;) and a tabular statement of the oc::.ssw-
danked (1 .Fma .:ﬂ W Mﬁc«mnMw :.ommﬂ_w which remaineg unfinished at Em.
ast g a1 report, as well as thoge entered i ince that t;
r ] nto
Iam, very respectfully, SIr, your obedient servant, vince that time.

| Hon. Tame Warzcoscs, E. s HAINES, Surveyor General,

Commissioner of the General Lang Ofice, . ‘ashington,
-]
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Notes The Purple shading shews the boundary
between the OIQ Survevs aud thase reow in progress.
The tnes drawn tn Bluck,are those which have
beerv Surveyed areed returned.

The dotted Uines are wnder contract but neot
yet Surveyed .

Townships marked S.are Surveyed and tield
notes returned .

The Townships shaded Greere are subdivided
The Townships shaded Yellow are under contract
for Subdivision

Lands yet to be Surveyed . and not contracted
for; shaded Red .
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Sketch

of the
PUBLIC SURVEYS
N
The North part of
Michigan

Seate I mits to an tek

HRA 010485

HRA012479



