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inffad Srouse
Sensuses

In 1332 the Gnme Hvieion of the Kiohigan Depsriment of Conservation
decided to obltaln more saccurste checks on the numbars of ruffed grouse in type
nreas throughout the sinte, 4 new census method, worked out in ¥Hinnesota, wae
adopted snd the arens salacted rnd marked out, Four ssetions in the Figesn Hiver
Stote Forest comprised ome of the four original cenrus sites in the state, end
the firet counte ware made before the opening of the hunting renson thnt fall,

In 1933 sn additionsl area near the Pigeon River C.C.0. Cemp wae marked out snd
the first census was taken in Novembar sfter the hunting ssason. Since thet time
zounts on Lotk of the Plgeon Riwer areas hsve been mude pariodiecslly,

The »ttacned sumasry of the censusee fovering the years 1332 thvough
toe sumeeyr of 1938 revenls the mumbers of birds found in the diffarent sress snd
slgo demonstirstes the chenges that hisve cccurred from year to yesy, The Tigures
indiecate thnt grouss wers generally more plentiful im 1532 then they have been
since thet time, Tue sherp falling off thet socurred in 1977 and in 193L was
followad by e or three sensous when the birde were low in nurder snd hunting
vns Qoneequently poor, Degimming with the fall of 1936 conditions bessn t0 im-
prove in the Figmon Hiver ares and prospeets for Talr-to-good bhunting in the areas
sre hright thie £all.

¥ost of the grouse censuses ot Pigeon lifver have been tslen by 0.0.C.
enrollees under the gsupervision of Mr. Fisher or eome other member »7 the Game
Uivislon, The resulte furnies us with sstisfactory informati-n on the chogges
in the nuubers of the grouse mnd form tue basie for proper regulstion of the
manting senson snd beg limite. It ie hoped that 1t =11l be possidle to continue
the conwusar indefinitely unleee some wore reiisble counting method Le developed,

iunters Checks

A check on oll grouse hunters in the Pigeon River Ttate Foreet was
mnie poseible during the sessoma of 1975 mad 1876 by the uee of 2,0.7, men, They
interviewed »11 ihe lomtars in n leorge eres and obtoined s report of their sucocess,
The summery of these reporte indicetes thest hunting wes coneiderably better in
1936 then 4n 1935 Unfortunstely, this check wae mot mede inm 1937 due to limited
msR power.

_ In arder to check the poourney of the ceneng snd detersine the dietrie
bution of the hreeding birde sn = ttempt was made %o loonte sw memy drumming logs
sg possible on the ceneur =rea. Fnch wrle sprtridge drume frowm one to seversl
loze that lie close together in order tn stirnst » mate snd wsrn other msles to
stay nway., An enslysis of the drumming eltes indiceies thnt grouss umelly choose
woss covered lags thst sre witnin 100 yarde of sn openinz snd less then ene-fourth
of a mile from s nweop border.



est Survey

Considersble tine hsg been devoted to hunting far grouse neste, Al-
though » lizited number of nestes iz found epch year, some informetion hes been
obtsined on the type of cover thnt grouse prefer, the number of egge they lay,
and the success of the neste,

Throughout the swmmer monthe the distribution, habits, and size of
grouge broods have been studied émtensively. The reporis for 1937 heve not besn
summarized, but » compsrison of the results for 1930 and 1937 indiecste that
broode were more nplentiful laet vear then during the previous sesson, This yesr'e
reports indicate a sti)l grester mumber of grouse with familiee and apparently
the broods are running unususlly largee-~nst lenct thet weae the eituntiom in esrly
&Wt.

The brood flush sheets demonsirste the faet thet during Jume snd July
the young grouse ppand moet of their time in the ewamp borders or in the uplend
hardwoods. In Augnst they tend to move inte the edjges of the demngs ceder and
beleam swamps in order to escape from the hest and aleo from natural enemies
during the moult. In Septembar the bdirds begin to move out inte the uplonde again,

In June the chief food appears to bLe inseots, sirawberry leaves and
fruit, and probably other sueculent herbs snd grasees, Later in the summer they
feed heavily on a veriety of betpies, Clover, snd gzrasshopners.

In order to follow the mow ments of the younz birde snd determine
thieir range thvee famsle grouse were trapnad on their naste last May. Howevar,
the eolored feathers that were atteched to their tails fatled to hold snd no in-
formetion wee obtained., A small fence of hardwsre cloth ras plse+d sround seversl
neste in order to cheek the hmteh and determine the condition of the culcks,

The resulis suggest that the young msy pick up diseness 2lmost immedintely. Fext
yenr Lt 1le the nisn to merk the chiclks with colored leg bende in the hope thet
some Informmtion eem be gnined on thelr movements,

Lover lsprovements®

The food petehes, plonted for preirie chickens in 1815 and 1937, were
used by the ruffed grouse to s limited extent. Thie was especislly true of the
buckikihent .,

The swemp outtings mede during the winter of 1836-37 heve begun to show
some reeulte thiz year. The purpose of thes=e openings wee to breplr wp the solid
eoniferous o tunds snd produce s digtridbution of cover types that would ha favarable
for the grouse, Census results siowed pleinly thet the birde esldom, if ever,
penetraied these swamps tc » depth of wore than 100 ynrde. Thic yaar dirds were
flushed occseionally slong the cuttings deep in tie swamp. A growth of hardwoods
snd herbs ie orenting s variety of food nnd cover thst apperently s nttrective to
the birds.

* See projecte and meps dn H.E.C.W, files,
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In order to¢ inorasse the roage and numbers of the psriridge, plantings
of pines snd frult 2nd nut-besring treee rmd sbrnbs were mede in the lste fall of
1837, .Thesa improvemente were confined to = yportion of one of the siudy sress
viiere census results ladicate thnt the groune are seldom found during the winter
end also during the summer, It is= hoped thpet the plaes will furnish protection
from severe westher and netursl enemies, while the fool plantings will meke it
poesible for the birde to epend the entire yeer in these aress. It will be a
matter of » nunber of yeares bafore the success of these iluprovements csn bo deter-
mined,

¥ood Tatches

In the summsr of 1938 and sgein in 1938 smell rlentinge of corn, rye,
buckwhieat, sunflowers, snd Tleld pasw wore made fieny the Yigeon River 7.0.0. Cemp,
The mekwheat war the only erop that somploetely matured snd Turnished smch feed
to the preirie chickens mnd smg blrds, Deer damsge wan fairly hesvy during both
sensone, In the winter of 147830 the preirie chickens Ted extensively on the
ckwhent before Renvy snow covered it up, In 1337 due %o the mild wenther the
grain wes aveilable throughout the zemson end most of 1t was sconsumed, The re-
sulty indiente thnt food potehes farnlen food for prairie chickens vmtil heavy
enows snd severs wasthar drivee them beck into the woode to Wud on popple and
wulte birch,

In order to determine the wintar movemente and distribntion of prairie
ciickene, trape were set up by Lee Filsher in the winter of 187%5-30. The stations
linve been operatsd by C.0.C. men during the leet two yesrs, with rather limited
suocess. All told, some 70 Uirds have been omught and bhanded. A few of these
were marked with white chicken Testhere, To dnte nons of these birds have heen
shot or picked wp dend snd we do not mor shere they nest.

Nauts snd iroods

fome time wene epent witiout sucosss in 1935. looking for preirie chicken
neate, COccnelonslly s brood ie reported near the camp and four young hirde
wandered in%e one of the irspe In Muyms=t, 1937. They were bandad.

Ilnptin s

Luring the winter of 1917-7% twenty-one sherp-tail el grouse were ghipped
Trom the Upper Peninaula to Camp Pigssn kiver, They were banded, fenthermsrked,
and released by the C,0,0, men nseignad to the grouse project. T™he birds ehowed
up well until May, but no recent reporte have come in to Lensing, It is hoped
thnt some of them nssted and will take hold in the Lrush coversd hille around the
C.C.0, eamp opening,
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