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EFFECTS OF wAR ON GAME

£

The sxperiences of World War #1 seem to have relatiwely littls to guide us

} we can expect under conditions of the presemt.war. The greater mechanism of

the ar‘y snd navy, the rationing of gasoline and tires make the situstion entirely

differs

nt.

Laat year gesoline rationing dii not go iﬁtc effect until after the deer

hunting semson. The fact that rationing wes imminent shortly after the deer hunting

season

the dul

probably encouraged some men o take a last fling before they settled down for

ration, It is felt, however, that the drop in hunting licemnses for the fall of

1942 i$ not a clear indiecation of what we can expect for 1943 or subsequent wer years.

The dr¢p in geme licenses was small, averaging 5%. Small game licenses dropped from

615, 33% in 1941 to 576,604 in 1942; deer licemses from 2u&,54L in 1941 to 218,813 in

19423

frappers licenses dropped from 25,000 ia 1941 %o 15,000 in 1942,

We sre inclined to t hink that this drop wss due largely to many people being

too budy to go hunting, some of the younger men were in the army and some felt that it

wes no

ing %r]

. the proper thing %o do in an emergency. Certainly the pressure to refrain from huat-

lpe will be greater thie fall than lasti. The effect of taking younger men into the

army cin be shown from the age classes of those who purchssed deer hunting licemses:

12=15 years old, 1.7 per ceat
16«20 years old, 8.8 per cent
21-25 years old, 7 per cent
26-3C years old, 11.5 per cent
31-35 yesrs old, 14 per cent
3o=-k0 years old, 1i.6 per ceamt
431-U45 years old, 12 per cenmt
L6-50 years old, 10.5 per cent
51-60 years o0ld, 12,% per cemnt
61-70 yesrs old, 3.8 per cent

over 7O yeaars old, 1.3 per cent




wda
You will notice that there are fewer in the 21-25 and 26-30 yser old groups
than in|the 16-20 or the 31-35 Broup, clearly indicating, I balieve, the effect of
drafting of the younger men into the armed services. This will be still greater
this faull.
Fhile the total kill of birds sand mammals in gemeral was down slightly, this
appnmnrly wag due largely to & decrease in the number of hunters in the field but
still mbre in the number of man days spent in hunting. Appar-atly the bag per day
was higher than in 1941 but time spent woe less. For example, the number of days
spent ip deer hunting in 1M1 aversged :3.46, in 1942 aversged 16.36.
Guns and Shells - While there was some curtailment of shooting last fall due

to a shortage of shells, I doudbt whether there w=s any material decrease in the number

of days spent in the field on %his account, You will mciall that 30-30 shells were
selling as high as H0¢ aplece bdut there were probably eaough to go arcund. This shartage
may be ptill more drastic im the f£all of 19U3. Thie may not be true becsuse there has
teen tﬂu: of menufacturing some shells but no finsl, official action has been taken to
inware ‘that shells in ressonable quantities will be availsble for hanting, so far as I
know,
Gas and Tires -« We sre all familiar with the restrictions and use of gas and
tires, | There is wvery indication that considerzble gas ressrves have been used up and
that tle needs of gne for invasion purposes may likely effect Michigan. So the situmtion

will probably be more stremuocus in the future. TYou recall the recent discussion by

Governdr Kelly and P rentise Brown for cutting dowan short trips by ganging up, and the
failurd to get extra gas for regulsr war workers'®' vacstioms. This will, ir my opinion,
be & rdetraining iafluence on those who are not so interested or those whe are beginners
or occisionsl hunters, but I doubt whether it will restrain so many of those who have

the ting bug in their bleod.

Probebly sentiment will be an importsnt factor. Az casualtiss come in and effect

more apd more families, the public mey feel that it is unpatriotic to spend rubber and gas




on t rip

the use

materia

~3
g of this kind which reguire essential materials,

The {ntercst in game as food certainly has inereased but it is doubtful whether
of game for food can justify the use of criticel materiale. ILikewise, the unse of

L and $ime for geme hunting on a sport busis can be questionable. It does not

mean thit there will be less use of besver, mmskrat, opossum and deer ms food, items

which 1

n many crees have not been fully used in the pset. We hope that the work dy the

Pepartmpnt and Michigan State College on this prodlem will help to insure that no good

fiesl 1

be more

B wasted,
Some people are reiming the qu:stion ms to whether or mot law enforcement would
diffieult. It i= my opinion that we nead not fear proper use of sny flesh which

is takep under any spatds program snd thst proper utilization snd complete utiliszation of

il caer

Progran

passes and skins tsken in sport should in no wy Jjeopardize or infiuence the sjortis

or smesr it by commercislism. Cettainly some aspects of the law enforcement

problemp will be changed. For example, the springing wp of thoussnds of Victory gardens

in subdivisions where shooting is prohibited and where a good supply of pheassnts find s

zood habltat will csuse situations where owners of Victory gerdens will be justified in

removin

g the phessamts no matter what happens., Law eanforcement will be necessary in order

to keep the war needs and f ervor from overvhelming the present game lews but at the same

time th

p geme laws must adijust to the war needs. HMeat rationigg and venison illustrate

such a p¥eblem in the North,

Cf cour

certain

We alrsady know about the heavy rains this year and the clamor for more drains,
pe, these drains are bound %o effect wildlife, particulzrly iu Southern Michigan.

Ly there will be more and more tendency to drain eventhough it is detrimesntsl to

wiialife in soms plages becsuse the food needs of the countey are greater end we wilil

nesd to

Heed of

put more of the productive lande to grester use,
Oa the game arsas condiderzble timber is being harvested for the war effort,

oak for ship planking, which cen be supplied by smaller trees, might well be

left for 4 few yours, is great. However, as far as wildlife ie concerned, it will be

beneficial rsther than detrimemtal to cut earliesr than the most favorable beard and log




i
forestiy program would indicste, Such trends probably will enhance wildlife rather
than ddersase 1t. It will mean, howvever, that perhape some money, some overhsad paid

by hunters will go into war production dut I believe hunters will not object to that

$0 1oa1as it helps the war effort. Construction and development work will continue
ot & stendstill for the daration., All dut the mwst necessary devslopment work will

be taboo., Tven maintenance will de onut down as far as posalble because shorfags of

l2bor snd mmterials mnd probably because such work should be stored up for those
ratnmIg after the war, Perhaps one of the moat drastic effects of war on hunting
will be on persomnel, The porcomnel is being depleted rapidly. kesssrch is practimlly
on the shelf, the Jame Farm is down %0 three mea. Wor exemple, no deferments are ssked
for Gamle Diviaion employees except for men who are supervising tisber tracts snd those
whe ars sctually boma fide farmers. Produetion of pheasznts is at a standstill sinece
man power 13 not aveilable end 1t would e using materials eriticul to the war effort.
Salaries for public employses have not kept pace with comparable jobs in defense

industries, making roplacemonts more difficult. Constraction work and buying equipwent

ie greatly refuced at thie time so it may be difficult to spend the money which has been
approp][ated. To 4o s0, a shift to land purchese will need to be made unless revenues
drop comnsiderably. Tou might think thet it wonld be perfsctly sesy to shift to lend
purchage but because of good work and plenty cf money, maay pecple have purchesed farms
sad other lsnds and will not sell them. There iz the threat of inflation. & plecedl
land seems %o be a safe place %0 keep money. This ie especislly true near the iadustrial
cities. Any homse within driving distence of an industrial asres hss taken on new value,

So prices are up, sellers zre fewer, and land acquisition will not be nearly sc easy as

in the past,
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