Spring Migration of ¥atarfoul - 1947

The 1547 spring flighte of waterfowl through Michigsn were delayed
PO x! oly 15 days on an average nnd in sone cases considaradly longes
¥ the exceptionally cold weather, The prolonged cold westher permitting lee
0 remain on marshes and lakes, not only delayed the flights, dut slso directly
ifluenced local movements of waterfovl within the state. These abnormal

e l.:turl resulted in diverse orinions among sportsmen ds %o the
e of waterfowl,

Rarly migrasts vere held dack until large concentrations dullt wp at

of the lee=free areas and *hen pushed northward in hurried and extended

thts vhen wveather conditions permitted., Oonsequently many favored marshes

- lakes formerly used, especially *hose im *he interior of the state, were
gtically without duaks while other loaat*ions were reported to have ingressed
o Reporte from the west side of *he state indicate thet incressed

of waterfovl moved morthward zlong loe-free Lake Michigan while the

'orior marshes remained frosen., These movements along the Jreat Lakes shores

pport the opinions of some well-gualified observers that more migranta pawsed

ough Michigan ¢his spring *han would be detected by the casual observer,

In order %o obtaln n ploture of state-vide conditions the NMetrict Game
pervisors contacted carefully selected observers in their respective districts
A sudmitted peports swmerising the opinions obtained, The following s &
of these reports by reglois: msouth half of the lower Peninsula, north
f of the Lower Feninsula, and Upper Peninsula,

Reports from the three major concertrstion areas in the southera Shimd
of tha state are disouased separately followed by a genaral account represonting
the resainder of Neglon 3.

lay: Reports indicate a marked decrease in dsbblers and goese as
compared to the spring of 1946, Divers were also fewer dut
%0 A loss marked degree. Redhesds weore reported by several
observers as more abundan® than last year, All observers noted
a reduction from 1944, (he inoresse in the spectacular
vhistling swan continues. Ilos lef* parts of the Bay about Apeil 6
bt as late as April 13%h flow-ice coversd *he east side and nmorth
end comprising sprroximately ons third of the total area, .

Aspial cenwus on April 13th showed count astimates as: 16,150
duckse, 1.170 Canada £anne, and 1.1” ﬂltl’liu swvansg, Ice
conditions and Jack of dirds indlcated the main flights had not .
arrived at *his date, A gecond census was made on April 29
obtaining a sount estimete of 25,900 dusks, 2,400 Canada gesse,
and 12 vhis*ling svans, Xx*reme care wna *aken %o time ouwy
census with *he mk period of migration dut whether ve suocesded
iz no* sertain, Oround checks indicate our *iming was about
correct, On *he basic of compara*ive observations it 1s ¢he
vriter's porsonal opinion $ha* a merked reduction, possibly as
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Censuses by alrplanes revenled count estimates of 14,950 duoks, ¥

2 75 Coanmds geese, and 16 swans on April 13 and 4,700 ducks and -

A 12 swans on April 26 indleating *ha® *he birds had moved north
prior %o April 28¢h, '

ef Sh fo Yaver dabblers, more geese
conn*ies), snd ap-rorximstely *he same masmber of
divers charagterised ¢he 1947 spring Might vhen compared %o
1946, Foet odservers moted a general decrease sinoe 1
in all species of ducks, A decrease in gesse, al 300-
vhot less pronounced, wes aleo Indlested sinee 1944, GConsider-
. able disagreemen® among observers was svident in thig tarritory,

Asrial osnsus showed approximately 3,000 geeto a® Leldy Leke
and 5,700 on *he Falamazoo Miver Marshes on Aprll 18k, On the
sane date 2,000 ducks were observed on *he Kalmmazoo River
Narshes, 2,000 on Flack Lake, 5.000 on Muskegon lLake asnd 2,100 ,
on tho Orand Miver Marshes and Spring Lake, h 4

JEC - mmﬂumm-nﬁhmronummmamm_d -
di fferenges of opinion among obaervers, loo-covered lakres delayed

Nighte in *he interior as much as three wesks and appesred %o have radionlly ]
changed the movanents of birds, "
5 As an example Votighton Leke was only par*inlly free of ice on April 24, "

: 014 residents roport *his is *he latest 100 Drewk-up they oan remesber, : o

fishermon will long remember the spring *hey found lce covered lakes for




Consus of a fow lakes in *he southern part of Reglon 2 gsme the
followving count es*imatess April 1M, Maskegon lake - 5,000 ducks and
20 vhistling swan, Om April 25 counts of dusks were: Lake -
10,0003 Tawas Bay - 3,800; Tawas Lako - 2,300; Lake 5t, Helen - 300, The
prineipal specles were sesun and redheads,

Region 1.

E{ther the Upner Peninsula was almost complately Yy-passed this
spring as the delayed flighte moved northward, or dusks were axtremely
scares there,

Judging from reports, so fev ducks have soen that in the
opinion of many observers *he main flights had not arrived by Moy 7, the
dendline for malling reports. The one bright spot in the Upper Peninmla
vas l4*41le Tay De Moo vhere increased munbers of divers .
Several old hunters reported these epring conosntrations to be *he largest

obearved in a nunber of years, ‘

. More detailled information regarding individusl Gnme Managenent
Diotriets s sumsarized in the attnghed charts. ,
Chart Mo, 1. Jumanry of opinions from selectad observers regarding
. the comparative shundance of waterfovl for the

| spring of 1947, |

Chart Yo, 2. Summary of wntarfovl observations at seleated concentya-
tion areas for the spring of 1947,

Chart No, 3. Summary of waterfovl census by airplane, Count
estimaton of salocted dites for apring 1947,

-

General ‘ummry

The prolonged cold weather rormi®ting ice %o ressin on lakes
marshes, espeolally in the interior of the state, foreed bBirds %o bulld wp
in muobers o a fov 100-free areas and avold othey marshes formerly used
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Waterfowl Census by Alrplane
"Count “atimates®

Spring LAMT

late snd Time Ares Censused Ducke* Ganada  Whistling
af ¥light Geese Swans
April 13, 1047

LA, M Saginav Bay 18,150 1.170 1,150
April 13, 1947

P K Laks 5¢. Claly & Flats 14,950 [ 16
April 13, 1947 Detroit Ziver

| P, B, Aad Western Lake irie 3,870 - 160
April 14, 1947 Leidy Lare

A, H, 3t, Joseph Co, 50 3,000 -
Agfil 1%, 1947 Gull Lake & 2 mile rudius

b % Ealumszoo Go. 378 18 22
?ﬂl 1k, 1947 Kalamazoo ?iver Mxrshes

e ¥, Allsgen Oo, 2,200 5, 700 ————
Aprilll, 1947 Black iake

_'Po u' ot“wa GQ. E‘m - - -—— - —
pril 1k, 1947 Grand Alver Narshas

. M, and Spring Lake
ik Ot tava Uo, 2,100 - 1
April 1b, 1947 Musitegon Lake

P. K Huskegon Co. 5,200 -——- 20
April 25, 1947 Dead Stream ¥londing

b E. Roscomaon Jo. 100 e - e
ktﬂl 25, 19u7 Houghton Lake

2 M. 31080’0”03 GOg 10,000 - - -
April 25, 1947 Nolaases TMiver Mapshes

1&. H, Gledwin Go, 150 ——— -
April 25, 1047 Saginaw lay 25,900 2,%00 2
b, M. —

&gﬂl 25, 19%7 Tawas Lake 2,300 - N

3 y‘o IO&G{; Cuc

] -

aﬁril 25, 1947 Tawan Bay 3,800 ——— ———

£ B, Ioseo 2o,

April 25, 1947 Lake 3%, Helen

” - -?’30 Rﬂ'ﬁmﬂn oa. m ——— -
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