Camp 20th Mich,

Yazoo River Miss, July 2hth

Dear Father

We are just through the hardest campaign of the war, to the §th
Corps, and are waltdng here at Haines Bluff on the Yazoo, far transporta-

tion to Ky. I am safe and well, Vicksburg, Port Hudson and most of
Miss, is curs, Yeu have the news from the papers betier than I can give

it, We have nothing but federal victories to report arnd it has been

uncenditional surrender every whers we have been < or sixty or one hundred

axtra mmxdge)a to a man & one mine, General engayement all along the
lines, Vicksburg started out fairly, according to Orente progrerm. On
the hth Pemberton marched out nt‘ his works in the morning with his whole
army & stacked arms & went back into the City as a prisioner of war,
Orant issuved blank cartridges to his army & let then have the City to
celebrate in « there never was such a glericus Uth in this country, The
river was filled for five miles opposite the city with Gunboats and
transports - completely covered with mgs & banners and all united in
one general uproar,

The Reba had a sorry day of it. We all started the same
morning after Jolnston « under Genl, Sherman - drove him into Jackson -
drove in his pickets and had six days sharp skimiahit)with him and then
he skedaddled for Alabama, We followed him to the Misa, Central R, R«
destroyed ten miles of track, urned a depot and a larpge amount of cotiton

& came back here -- tired «- dirty = hungry & all used up, We hadn't
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mach to eat only what we foraged from the plantations aleng the route.

There iz no force about here now large enough for us to fight
& Orant has pot through with us., Our Corps beat the western troops two
or three days in getting into position in front of Jackson besides
gearing Jomsten nearly to death. He never saw any of the Potomac style
of fighting against the western troops before and found us full as bad
as Grants men, They run before us like & kicked dog ~- and some of them
havn't stopped yet,

T will write more when I get on the boat and have some accomo-
dations but am fagged & tired from a months hard work among the Rebs.

Ve d(ﬂzld shell and bullets six days before Jackson and got
pretty well worn cub in every position we rot into besides hungry & right
to the unconditional gurrender pliteh ready & anxious to fight any thing
that hadn't the U. S, in sight.

Yours &c. .
¥m A Barnard
Tts Com'dg Co, C

20th Mich,
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