Portland, Jackson, Co. Ohio Oet. &th, 62

Absent Friendé

You no doubt know the reason of not receiving
eny letters from me for the paszt two months, if not I think I have
realized the remson of not hearing snything from my friends during
that time., I rec'd z letier from you on the 1%th of august, dated
the 7th that belng the lest mall we a8 an army have re'sd. We were
surrounded at the Gar by the enemy st that time and remained there
untlil the 19th of Sep. when our subsistence being exhausted and
obtalning no relief Cen. Morgen was obliged to destroy s8ll the publie
property and evascuate one of the strongest forts in the country and to
undertake & march through the enemies country 230 miles on a route
hitherto considered impracticeble. e took up our line of nareh
for the Ohlo river on the Zlst BSep. The division consists of 12000
infantry aud 28 pleces of artillery, The enemy thought 1t impossible
for this force to march through their lines such & dlstanee over such
roadps without any supplies, but it has been done snd we are out of
theilr grasp and resdy to advance on them sgeln ss soon as we can Obtaln
supplies, We arrived at the Ghlo om the 3rd inst st a small towm
at the mouth of the Little Sendy river 20 milem from the e¢orner of
the state of Ky. and after being 5 months in sueh a desclate place
as the soubtheastern part of Ky. never was men more glad to look once
more on thelr native state.

We got on the cars yesterday and supposed we were going to camp
Donniegon but 40 miles travel we wer¢ ordered to to this place to
awalt further orders. %Ye have seen some rather rough times but who
would be a soldler without seeing some of the realities of a soldliers
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I suppose your sghool is out and you are having as good a time
as you wish. I camnnot be with you very soon but shall expest read

& lengthy letter from you in & few days. GCGood bye for to day.

Direet %o Qak Hi1ll, .0, Jackson, Co. Ohlio to feollow the HRegt.
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