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Portland, Jackson. Co. Oh10 Oot. 6th, 62 

Abs'ent F'rlend 

You no doU.bt know thl! rea,san of not rec<e1.ving 

any letters from me fo:1' the pa.,\1::t t\\'o months. lf not I think I have' 

realized the reason of not hearing anything t'rolll my friend,s duri.ng 

that time. I ree'd a lette~ fra-m l'ou. on the! 19th of .~uguat, dated 

the 7th that be1ng th~ last ma~l we as an army have re1od. We were 

surrounded at th~ Gap by the en-emy e,t that t1meand rema1ned there 

until th'e 19'th. of ::Jep .. ~'lhen out' s-uDsistenoe being exha.usted and 

o'bta.1n1ng no relief Gen. Horgan. was obl1ged to destra1 all the pub110 

p"roperty and evacuate one of the strongest forts in tQe Go.ul1~try and to 

un·dertake a ma,reh through tne e·nom1es o0untry 2)0 ml1~uJ on a route 

h1 the~te ocmsidere.d impra.cticable" 'de tOGlk up O''\U' line 01'" rnal'~eh 

f~r the OhiO ,r1ver on thee 21st 5ep. The division Oon2l1~,ts of 1.2-000 

infantry an,a. 2B pie.ces ot artillery. The enemy t;hought it 1mp0.8S1ble 

for this force to marnh th~ough their l1~s Bueh a dlstanoe over suoh 

roads w1tho\lt any supplies, bu.t :.ttl has been done and we are out of' 

their gr~sp and ready to advanee on them again as SQon as we can obtain 

supplies. W~ arrived at the Ohio an the Jrd lnst at a small town 

at the moutn of ~le Little Sandy river 20 m1les from th~ corner of 

th~ state of K1. and after' being 5 months in such a desolate place 

as the southeastern part Of Ky. never was men mGre glad to look one. 

more on tbe1r natlve sta.te. 

We get 011 the oars Y$s·terdfii.Y and Ef'l1p~)osed we were going to carup 

Donn1sson but 40 mlles travel we lHU-e ordeJl'ed to to this plaoe to 

awai t !'upther orders. We have 8'een 's.cuue rathe¥' rough tirnes 'but whQ 

would be a aoldler without seeing some of the reallties of a sol.diers 

l:.fe. 
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I suppos. your aohoo,l 18 out and you a.re tla.lng as good a. time 

as you wish. I o,smo't be w'l '6-h you very soon but shall e,xpeo't read 

a lengtbY letter frOm you in a few days. Good bye for to day. 

Dlreot to Oak !:I j..11 , f'.O. Jeckson, Co. Ohio to follo::i\" the Regt .. 

L. G. Loomis 


