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l955 GA1·1E BIRD COUNTS IN STATE GlU·lE AREAS 
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June 30, 1955 

Gar.le bird counts have been made in I·=ay and early June for tho past four 
years in southern J:.uc·~•igan state game areaso Starting one-half hour be.foro 
sunrise an observer drives a route stopping to listen for four minutes at each 
designated listening ate.tiono Pheasant "crows" and ruff'ed grouse "drums" a:ro 
counted during the .first two minutes, and mental notes are made of individual 
doves and quail that are callingo Uu-ine the final two minut es the number of 
individual grouse, doves and quail heard during the entire four minute period 
are est.1.11ated and recorded. Sight observations of game seen on the route are 
recorded also o 

DISCWSICN s 

Pheasant Populations 

Crowing activity decreased slightly from 1954, indicating a rather t.J.crongh 
harvest of mala pheasants on eame areaso 

Tho following corrpi1nt.ion1 bassd on gazoo bird sllr~reys of the pas·!; t.hroc 
seasons, rates grune areas according to spring crow.ing actiVit:•: 

RA'£ING OF STATE GAI1E AHEAS BY :'llliASPJiT CROVJlNG ACTIVITY FROI-1 RECO~WS uF 195.3 
1954 and 1955o 

Good 

Fair 

Dansville 
Gregory 
Petersi.Jllrg 

Deford 
Gratiot-saginaw 
Sharonville 
Waterloo 
Pinckney 
Sta.nton 

Total Nc .. of Cro-ws 

604 
482 
407 

294 
341 
240 
296 
246 
194 

Average Ho. "f Crot-TS 
~r -~te.~io,,_n __ 

22o4 
l6ol 
l3o5 

9o8 
9o!:.-
8.9 
8o2 
8.2 
7a2 



Poor 

Flat River 
Port Huron 
Darry (N) 
Barry (S) 
Lapeer 
Gourdneck 
Three Rivers & Crane Pond 

Ruffed Gr ouse Populations 

-2-

Total No. of Crows 

lS5 
106 

78 
64 
47 
2.3 
l9 

Report No. 2059 
June .30, 1955 

Average No. of Crows 
per Station 

.3.9 
3.2 
2.2 
2.1 
1.7 
1.1 
o.6 

There has been l it·tJ.e change in the number of drums per station during the 
four seasonsfor which we hnve data. 

The better ruffed grouse areas include: Gratiot-Saginaw, Flat River~ Lnpeerg 
Stanton, Deford, Darry and Port Huron. 

Dove Poeulations 

Data for the past three seasons indicate no siJ1li£icant chanee in dove . 
populations. 

I 

Quail Populations 

Numbers of whistling quail heard per station have increased each senson si nce 
count s uere begun j.n 1952. Impressions gained l'ro;t~ hearing and seeing quail while 
carrying out rout ine wor k on t~e gazoo a reas, nlso poi!lt to a eradual and c,nstMt 
increase in numbers since 1952. 

During the past four seasons the hi ghes t. quai l popula tiona hove been found 
in t he Dansville, Sharonville, Gr ecory, ';Jatm .. 'l co, P:l.nckncy and Petcr:>bu.rc urc:1:3 .. 
These areas a re l ocated i n a relativel y srr11.ll ret;ion i ncl:.ld:i..ng sout.~eastcrn 
Incham, scut huester n Livings·::.On, eastern Jackson, uestcrn Uashtcnrn-t, and c.o.otorn 
Honroe c~..,unties . Althou;_;h not i ncluded in game bird cou.•tts quail munbcr s 5J1 
the Pi ttsford area, i n Hillsdal e CountyJ compares fao;orat>ly l-!ith the beet !!nail 
areas. Areas north of the third t ier of cotmi.ic:: :...rc def"ln:i.tcly occor.d~r-· ~c 
quail areas when compared tvith -t 1oso mentioned above. 

E. J o Gordinier 

EJG:vr 



TABlE 1 

1955 Game Bird Surveys in State Game Aroas 

WeathBr Conditions <:a~ Birds Heard 

PhOODants Ruffed Grruse Doves Quail 

No. of Wind Precipi- Temper- C1oad ~ Ave. Per *"~ Ave. Per *'-l-H- Ave. Per *** Ave.~r 
Area Date Stations Volocity tat1on ature Cover Total Station Total Station Total Station Total Station 

tan·y. (North) 4/26 l2 1-3 no no so Fog 36 3.0 3 0.25 .38 3.2 5 0.4 
Barry i,tutb) ~ 10 1~3 Dew 3o-35 Fog 20 2.0 10 .l.O .32 .3.2 1 Oo1 
Dansvi 28 9 0 Dav 4o Fog 152 16.9 3 0.25 21 2o.3 18 Oo5 
Deford 5/19 10 0..7 Threatening so Cloudy 91 9o7 3 0.3 17 1.7 2 Oo2 
Flat River 4/30 lh .a None 4o-.so Clear 52 .3.7 21 1.5 26 lo9 2 0.1 
Go~rdneck 514 7 l-3 None 10 Hazy 17 2.4 2 0.3 20 2.9 4 o.6 
Gratiot-Saginaw 4/29 12 1-.3 None 40-50 Clear us 9.6 46 .3o8 28 2 • .3 2 0.2 
Grego~ 5/.3 10 0 None 45 Slight 21.5 21o5 3 0.3 17 lo7 22 2o2 

Ha?.e 
Highland 4/29 16 0 None 50 .30% 53 3.3 0 o.o 29 1.8 6 Oo4 
Lapeer 5/10 9 o-3 Light Rain .35-40 Overcast 8 0.9 16 1.6 s 0.6 0 OoO 
Lapeer (East) 5/31 7 o-3 Heav-.r .Dow 45 Partly l9 2.7 2 0.3 17 2.4 9 1o:3 

Cloudy 
Petersburg 5/12 lO 3 Dew 53 None 174 17.4 0 o.o 2$ 2.5 25 2o$ 
.Pinckney 5/21 lO G-3 None 5<»-55 Clear 1.9 1.9 5 o.5 29 2.9 19 1.9 
Po:~ tiac Lake 4/21 10 o-3 1" Rain 53 OVercast 27 2.7 0 o.o 14 1.4 u 1.1 

Port Huron 5/19 u 4-7 
Yesterday Fog 

None 50-55 Partly 24 2.2 10 Oo9 10 0.9 0 o .. o 

Proud Lake 5/26 9 0 6'1 Rain 47 
Cloady 
90% Fog 58 6.4 0 o.o ll 1.2 - 6 o.6 

Yesterday 
Shllronville ~~ 9 0-.3 Heavy Frost 30 Clear 85 9.4 1 o.1 .3l 3.4 15 lo7 
Stanton 9 l-.3 None 48 Clear 15 8.3 29 3o2 13 1.4 l Oo1 
Three Rivers & 

Crane Pond 5/18 lO D-3 None 44 Clear 0 0 14 1.4 5 
Tuscola 4/22 10 4-7 Light Dew 70 Sunny- - - - ... .. -Waterloo #1 (E) S/19 14 l-3 None 6o Clear .. - 22 
Wa ter1oo 1/2 (W) 5/20 1.3 1-.3 Nooo .33 Clear 

' * No. or pheasants heard in 2-roinute listening periods at each station. 
H No. of ruffed grouse drums heard in 4-m:l.mlte periodso 
*** Noo or indivi<N.al doves or qwdl heard in 4-minute periodso 



TABLE 2 

GAHl!; BIRD COiJUTS IN S'.i'ATE G:Al·IE AREAS 

NWI\ber of Number o£ ~rumber of Number of 
Pheasant Crows Ru.f.t'ed Grouse Cooing Dove~ Whistling Quail 

Area per Station Drums per per s·t.ation por Station Station 
1952 195.'3 1954 1955 1952 195.3 1954 1955 1952 1953 1954 1955 1952 1953 1954 1955 

Barry {North) - 1.0 2.5 3.0 - 0.3 0.7 0.25 .. 2.2 3.3 3.2 ... o.J 0.8 0.4 
Barry (South) - 1.4 .'3.0 2.0 - 1.1 Oo7 loO - 3.2 3o3 3.2 - o.o 0.5 0.1 
Dana ville 13.6 18.7 .31.6 16.9 0.2 o.6 0 • .'3 0.2$ 2.2 2 • .3 1.3 ?..3 o.6 0.9 1.4 Oo5 
Deford 6.1 7.2 12.5 9.1 1.4 2.1 o.1 0 • .'3 o.B 2.2 1.6 1.7 o.o o.1 o.o 0.,2 
Flat River 1.6 5.6 1.8 3o7 o.1 1.8 2.5 1.5 o.B 2.6 2 .. 5 1.9 . o.o 0~1 o.4 O.l 
Gourdneok - o.4 o.4 2.4 - 0 • .3 o.o Oo.3 - 2.0 1.1 2.9 .... o.o 1.0 0,.6 
Gratiot-Saginaw 6.2 5.2 13 •. 7 9.6 1.3 2.5 2.4 .3.8 2.4 3.7 .3.3 2.3 o.o c.o 0.1 Oo2 
Gregory 15.4 8.8 17.9 21.5 o.1 o.o o.o 0.3 1.9 1.4 2.0 J.. 7 1 • .3 0.9 1.1 2.2 
Lq>eer - 1.7 2o7 0.9 - o.6 2.6 1.6 - 0.9 2.4 o.6 - o.o 0.1 o.o 
Petersl::A.lrg - 6.0 17 • .3 17.4 - o.o o.o o. o - 1.6 J.O 2.$ $0 1.1 1.1 2.5 
Pinckney - 10.5 6.2 7.9 - 0 • .3 o.4 0.5 - 2.8 2 .. 7 2.9 - o.4 o.B 1.9 
Port Haron - .'3o9 3.5 2.2 - 1.1 1.4 0.,9 - 2.5 2.0 0.9 - o.o o.o o.o 
Sharonville - 6.8 10o4 9.!~ - o.1 o.2 0.1 - 2.2 2.6 3.4 ... o.s 1.$ lo7 
Stanton - 4.0 9.2 8.3 - o.1 1.4 ,3. 2 - 1.0 l.O 1.4 - o.o o.o 0.1 
Three Rivers and 

Crane Pond - o.a o.s o.6 - o.o o.o o. o - 1.$ 2.5 1o4 ... 1.2 0.7 o.5 
\-Jf.wr1oo Ill (E) + - - - 13.0 - - - - .. .. - 3.5 - - ... 1.6 
Waterloo H2 (W) + - - - 1.5 - - - - - - - lo2 - - - 2o8 
We. ter l.oo (Old Route)- 5.1 8.7 - - Oo4 0.4 - ... 1.2 1..,1 - - 0.7 1.1 -

Average 7.6 5.5 8.7 7o8 0.6 o.8 0.9 o.8 1.6 2o1 2.3 2.2 0.3 o.4 0.1 loO 

~- In these coants we record the number of pheasant crows heard in a 2 minute period, the number of ruffed grouse drums 
heard in a 4 minute period, and the number of individual doves and quail heard in a 4 minute period. 

.... New routes originated in 1955 

6:>29-55-vr 


