
Babon Rouge April 1, 1&64 

Dear E11zabeth 

By thii3 clayf s f!!lail I re'eQ two letters f1"'.ol3! you 

whioh ~'lere r~ad wi th mu.ch ple.a.sure Q.S th.ey are the 11 rat re' cd in three 

we~ks. I sent you a lette~ by It\st mall and am going to send 01le by 

next m2.l.11 w.1thout any apology. 

As you are informed by tha.t letter ,,'Ie are ag-ein houl?ed in (,)loth 

and subJ eet to d1so1pli:ae of the earnp the first tim~ for me 1tl more thml 

ten months. During th@,t time I hoave lived more as a 01 tizen than soldier 

in many respects. 

But here :1 t seems like old t1mes. ~Je e'aJl scarcely move wl thaut 

a dictator. In the morning lfle are tM'1rakened by the haI'sh notes of fife 

and dPUm at he,lf past f1"tit, ana everjr cue must turn out and Em,st.ver to 

roll call. Breakfast ¢a.ll at half past six when we paJ;'ltake of eur 

surnputous repent: of bread, meat and coffee. Guard moun.ting ~t eight 

when those detal1~d for ~lard for the next 24 hours are to pear in thelir 

b€st suit boots bl,acked and guns shining. ':['hose not on ~;ut1 then $pe!1d 

their time in rep8.1r1ng qua,rteJ?s reading wr1tlng or whatev6X" they choose 

until 12 o'clock ~.fh.n d1nn.e-Z" 1s served cons1st1ng of bread, salt beat 

and besns. We are not ctilled on then until half pa.st five .P.M. \"hen 

every man must appear in his very best at.-dre:ss p8irade. After ~'lhioh we tak. 

our supper of bread e.nd te.aand enjoy ou.rselves 2l.S best we can until ha.lf 

past eight o'olook when w@ all appee.r at roll Gall and a:t preclr-ely 

nlne 0 1 cloek IJl:tghts Gut" ls sounded and every ll,ght in camp is exting­

u1shed anel. (!ulet most pl"evail. This is all as 1 t should be in 

oamp but 1 f lnd it some'i'ma.t d1ffioult to acqu1esee to eo muoh regular1 ty 

in retiring just when ordered to afte.r teo months irregulf,Jr'ly h'L this 

respeot.. It is however much b-ett·er (or the health Of Boltllers to conform 



_2 ... A )1:'11 1, 186Jif 

str10tly to the Army Beg\,tlat1one and I B.m not c'U.sposed to f1nd. fault. 

I have give.n you oUt" prog1'9'mme as it ls at present. I anall be onctut¥ 

once 1n about eight daye. You will p16ase ex,mse 80 much of cmnp 11f~ 

ln this. fl'here is indeed but 11ttle prospect of the war ole.shag v~rv. 

soon.. Gen. Garfield in a, a-peeoh de11 verGd at Cl·evela.-'l1d. se.,or that t1'11,5 

is the or1 tical period of the i'J'ar and wamed the ptwpl.e n.ot to be deeelved 

in the hope thC11t the ~1a.r w1.ll soon olose. I fiJ.W afr8:,1d these ..."QPds will 

pT-oV'8 too tru,e. Although r do not doubt the abi11 ty of th~ ~over:tl..rnent 

to suppre~u~ the rebel110n I believe it will tal-:e tIme., money, and lives 

that very m£Uly of the people hav~ not counted on. 

So sure as our gov~!rnment succeed.s Just so sUi"e 1. s sl,a, tler,y aboll shed. 

1n this c()untry and wh.etber it 8UQc.eel..s or not that in.stitutlon can never 

prosper again. 

The slave once f'reed can neve,!' be ensla:~€ld. I 'have te.lked Hi th many 

of them and they are all agreed on this point. l1ather- than ,go baek 

iute bondage they will di~. 

'They are Gil. poor unfortunate ra.ee I am sorry tor them but I~ish they 

were on the other slCte the Atlantic. I lion't \o'la.nt a.nything to do with 

them. I wou.ld not em.ploy 01'le of the·m On nG coud1 tion. Southetne!'s may 

Ii ve where· Negro labor is the only kind. of labor alld 'where 1. tis 

considere.d a d1sgrace for a white man to till the s01,1, but let me 

l1ve in roy own natlv~ north where the laboring man is the gentlemen 

instead of the do...nothlng 6.r1nker and gambler of the south. 

Our Regt. was not s;ccepted in the oe,V'alryservic~ cHmsequen tly 

has not $l'1ttu'eQ U:'le veteran service, nor do r think many of the bo:r1:J iJ1J,.1 

reenlist at pres,ent. Cur reasons for not reenlisting e~re the same th&'t; 

Y0U have fi/;(lvanQ.~ and if I am n.ut mlst~lken those fel1o'!l;sthf:;~t e\~vanc~ 

the rea.sons they do fer st:a.y1ng at 110me they flnd raOre tJaen e.n equ9.1 
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~n Elizabeth. Old reO-rul ts el"~ better than new ones s:re tbey?- well 

it will talte only three 'tier's f'o'\.'" them to be as good sOldiers as we are 

now and I "I/iQuld adv1ce th0111 to 'try 1t. Aft~H~ th~y have all tried 1 t 

:for threeyr' e '.Il@ 1,'1111 1::11111:o.g1y tlf.'llie the field Main and not a them 

to stay longer, wh1c'h iz fair is it not? 'l"'hey will pl~efJe bear~n m1nd 

'that when we return we will lI':!.ot be sub.1ect to dl"a"ft this 1s n~ d.raft 

-partlY' the caUse of their a-nxlety for us to remain ill the servicth 

El1zaheth 1: believe I fa-el more 9.Ylxlety fol" OU.r eou:ntr-y thfJl.l1 I did 

the dStY' I enlisted but there are mro:lyat home or t'lt the north~'1h0 are 

(l~lng muoh h~rm to the oause of reenll ;Jt1r.tg l).ll:tl'1y of the b0·ys will not 

. Peenllst beCaU$56 they ,s:ay 1 t li'1111 seve BQme coppe rhead from the draft 

'let \'then I think 'Df this£\,nd some other r~e.sons whiOh I ~'ii,ll llot mention 

at pI'68snt I ctn1:rlot help thi'l'lkln~ tlH."ee yr's is, all requi :f-ed. of me. 

! don t knovl bu'O there 81"0 some ·vlarrl.ors of 'the pr'8'sent y \'lhom we 

Ot:,Jrl eornoare wi th tho:ze of old, bl..1t I thirJr t;hey arc few. y of the 

present ee.1"'1 er.uiure f5tl~eing m:arc'hes P8-$8 through the blood.y tlefields 

and fll& reh up t~ the c'otmons mouth unmoved ancl w1thou t 8. DUlrDllU", au t ttlere 

:Y.re but feN' who can \'11 thst~nd the oounsel an ~__1l:'l1 tiOU,6 of loved one 

a t home. OhJ no EJ.J. zabeth do not thlrJi the wl£;.l'rior of the (la.y 

is so (~.rd hearted. There is 6o&r~$ly ~ boy in our Co who is not 

E>.rlx10usly looking f'O!'W'ffird to th@ U.me ~ihen he can see thoSEl t~[hO are dear 

as life 1tself ~."nd t>shen they r,aturn aftEn' three ]l"S prlvatlons and 

hards·hips thel r hearts i:fi11 soon oecome mel ted by the Harming influences 

of tho~e they have known for so long) only tlu"Qugh the DeB. 

I he-ve alr-+.:ady lt~r1 tten much more than. I expeottHl a close by wishing 

you t~'all and rwping thf.l.t we ma.y soon meet &1~aln. 

'Yours truly and t~ffe,ct1onatl.y 

Lf!'nnard 


