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¥INTUR DEER LOSSRS
1940

Tma to the relatively light snowfall snd even temperastures
experienced during the winter just pest, it 1s thought that starvation
loszes smong the deer herds of both penineulas hes been smaller than
normal,

There were no severe blizzsrde or exceseively eoléd periods
in the Upper Peninesuls snd mmow depths ran up to only 4.2 feet as com-
pared to over 5,0 feet moet other winters,

In the Lower Peninsuls the western portion received rels-
tively hesvy snows, 1.9 feet in Kallmeka snd 1,7 feet in Figeon River
and Roscommon, while the eastern portion where deer concentrations
are haavy and yarding conditions severe experienced only light snow-
falle, In the Lower Peninsmla, slso, more or less even temperatures
prevailed throughout the winter,

In the Upper Penineunla dead deer drivee in overbrowsed yards
in the %scanaba River UGame Area resulted in finding 10 starved deer
on G10 acree or 10.5 starved deer per square mile as compared with 23.6
dead deer per square mile of overbrowsed yard in 1539. Moderate snow
depthe nnd even temperstures are thought to heve been the ressons for
the small loes this year.

o cenmis wne made 2t Cueino this year becsuse marked decreases
iz the herd, thought to be the result of continmed ammual starvation in
the pest, had #0 seattered concentrrtione that no ndequate census area
could be located, A few scrttered starved deer were found indicating
that even with the herd grestly reduced the winter food supply had been
reduced to a still greater extent by continued overbrowsing in the past.

Losses were also reported in the Ciseo Yard in Gagebic County,
where starvation hae been present for s number of years. However,
coneidering the entire Upper Peninesula it 1s believed that the setusl
nmmber of deer leoet thic last yarding season ie less then the loes
during eny one of the few yesrs just previous.

In the northerstern portion of the Lower Peninmsulae, whare pre-
vious loseses have been exceedingly heavy, relatively few deer atarved.
This reduction in the number of gtarved deer resulted because of two
factors, The herd in thie region has boen decressing stesdily during
the past Tew years becanse of etarvetion and for this resson there were
not so many deer there to starve. Also becnuse of light smow conditions
doer were nble this past winter to utilize a lerge amount of food on



pummer range adjescent to the yards which would heve deen insccessible
under normal conditions. A serious loss occurred in only one location,
the beaver Creek Swamp in southwestern Alpens County. Hers logging
operstions had previcusly fed a large number of deer, They again con-
centrated here in Jenuary, 1940, Wut found no feed se the cutting had
been discontinued, During the remainder of the winter this herd roamed
this territory feeding on previously overbrowsed swamp snd uplmid, By
spring dead deer were scattered over the five square miles of upland on
the eastern edge of the swamp. Rough checks indicated thot between

50 and 150 deer hed starved in this arem. Starved deer were aglso found
scattered in the MeCollum Lake region, although the loss was relatively
light.

Heavy losses were reported from the Hondon Refuge srea in
Crawford County snd XKelkaska County. Dead deer census drives covering
320 acres in the areas eastimated to have the severest winter losses
reveal 50 dead deer., This ie an exceptionally hesvy loss and wes prob-
ably cansed by the heavy snowe confining deer to previously browsed out
areas whore severe losses have been sustained for a number of yesrs.
Twenty-two dend dear were locsted in the vieinity of St, Helens in
Hoscommon “ounty. Other areas had relatively light losses ss far as
we have been nble to detearmine.

Other losses pssumed possibly serious proportions this year.
Deaver trappers reported 70 desd deer in the 30 miles of the Menistee
River Detween the bridge serose M-T6 in Crawford County and Sheron in
Kslkaska County., Beaver treppers alsc reported more then 30 dead deer
in the AuSsable Hiver in the vicinity of the Crawford-Oscoda County line.
Qthers were reported in a number of streams in this genersl region by
beaver trappers and trout fishermem, ¥hile dead deer have been found
in stresms before, this number begins %o become slarming. It is thought
that deer on the verge of starvetion go to the streams for water and
for some reason perish along the benke and in the edges of the streams;
however, no definite informeation has been obtained.

In general, winter deer losses during the psat secson have
been light in both peninsules. It is thought that the actual number
of deer lost would be econsiderably balow that of other years Jjust past.
This does not indicate a gemersl improvement in deeryarding conditions;
rather, only o light winter, The result will be an excessively large
herd g@ing into the slready overbrowsed yards next year,
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