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Game Bird Counts in State Game Arcsaa in 1952QSJ ~nd 1954 

METHODs 

Game bird counts have been made in May and early June for the past three years 
in southern Michigan state game areaso Starting onE)c:>llolf hour before sunrise an 
observer drives a route stopping to listen for four ~utes at each designated 
listening stationo Pheasant ncrow" and ruffed grouse "drums" are ccunted during 
the firet two minuteR, and mental r.otes are made of i ndividual doves end quail that 
are callingo During tbe final tlo'O minutes the nwnbor of individual grouse, doves 
and quail heard during the ent:\.ro four minute period are estimated and recorded, 
Sight observat.ions of game seen on the route are recorded also, 

DISCUSSION: 

Data are sunmarized in the acco~ving tableso 

Pheasant Popu1ations 

The numbor of crows per etation rose f rom SaS in 1953 to 8o 7 in 1954., 
Eleven routes showed an increase, 4 a decrease" t1hile 1 was the same .. 

Ruffed Grouse PoeJ.ationa 

Drums per station vas about the same in 1954 as in 19S.lo Both years 
were better than 1952 when drums per station \18.8 o6o From 19.$3 to 1954 
seven routes showed an increase while 5 shot:md a decreee, and one route 
vas the sameo Routes where no drums have been heard were ignored in this 
compar1.80ilo 

Dove Popu1at1ons 

The increase in doves heard vas 8Jil&ll. from 19.53 to 19.54. Seven routes 
shoved an increase in the number of doves heard per station !rom 19.5.3 to 19S4 
'-idle 8 showed a decrease and one vas the eameo 

Quail Populations 

Counts indicate tbatquail, el though numerous in 1952 and 19:53, are show ... 
ing a substantial i ncr ease over the past two yearso Eleven routes showed 
quail higher in 19.54 than 1953, 2 showed populations as lover, and one was 
the same for bOth years .. 
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TABLE l -
1954 GAME BIRD SURVEIS IN STATE GAME AR£AS 

Weather Condi tiona 

Phcaeanta 

Nor. ot Wind Prec1p1o TemperQ Cloud W llve., Per 
Area Date Stations Velocitvr tation •ture Covor To ,Station 

T7 (Horth) S/9 12 O=l Fro at JS Hazy JO 2o$ 
TT (South) 5/14 10 loj Nona 40 Clear 30 )oO 
taville 4/30 9 1';>3 None so Cloud¥ 284 )lo6 
'ord S/30 10 ~3 Dew 4S CleQl' 125 12o$ 
lt Rivor S/15 13 1=3 Dev 4~4S Clear 24 lo8 
Lrdneok S/29 7 4o7 Recent so OverGast 3 o4 

Rein 
.tioWAginaw 5/13 12· loo) No no JSo40 Clear 164 l)o7 
lgOry S/20 10 4=7 Fro3t JOolS Clear 179 l7o9 
1eer ~S 9 Oo) Dew 4~45 Clem' 24 2o7 
.eraburg /15 10 Ool l~ons Lao4S Clear 173 17o) 
ICknq 5/19 10 l-3 t:ono 40 Cloud¥ 62 6o2 
·t Huron S/16 11 0=3 None so OVercQet 39 )oS 
~onv111e 5/6 9 lo) Hone 35--40 OVercast 94 10~4 
Lnton 5/16 9 lo) None so Cloudy 8) 9o2 
•ee R1 vera and S/16 10 6-12 None so H&!l' s oS 
·ane Pond 

S/17 .erloo 12 1=7 None 45 Cloudy 104 6o7 

•otal 16) 1423 6o7 

*Noo ot Pheasant Crows heard in 2 ... z:dnute listening periods at each atationo 
H-Noc of Ruffed Grouee DI'\1lDa heard in 4 ... minute listening periodac 

H*Noo ot individual Doves or Quail heard in 4=m1nute listening periodso 

G:vr 
6=>54 ° 

G1nne Birds Heard 

Rutted Growse Dove a QuA!l 

Ave., Per * Aveo Pm- Ave~ Pexo 
'tStal. Station T~ St.ation i':Gl StAtion 

8 o? 40 3o3 lD o8 
7 n7 33 )o) s oS 
3 -:.3 12 lo) 13 1 ~4 
1 o1 16 l o6 0 .,0 

32 2.oS 33 2oS s "4 
0 oO 8 l ol 7 l oO 

29 2,., 4 40 3o) 1 ol 
0 oO 20 2o0 ll 1.1 

2S 2o6 22 2o4 l .;1 
0 oO 30 ) oO u l ol 
4 o4 27 2c:7 8 o8 

15 lo4 22 2o0 0 ~,0 

2 o2 23 2.,6 l4 l oS 
13 lo4 9 l oO 0 ,0 

0 oO 25 2oS 1 o7 

s o4 13 lol 13 l ol 

144 o9 373 2c3 ' ),.06 c1 



-

TA~ 2 

Nwnber of 
I 

Number ot Nurober of Numbor of 
Pheasant Ruffed Grouse Cooing Dovoa rlhistling Quail 
Crow per Drwns per Per Station Por Stat ion 

A reo. Station Station -
1952 19.5.3 1954 1952 195.3 1954 1952 1953 1954 1952 1953 19~4 

: ~-

Barry (North) 1~0 2,$ 0 .) Oo7 2 .2 ) ,3 0 3 O.B 
Barry (South) 1o4 J , O 1 ... 1 Oo7 ) .2 )3 0 0 0 5 
Dansv!.lle l)r6 18.,7 31 •. 6 0<2 0 :6 0 .. ) 2o2 2o3 l t>) 0, 6 0-9 1.4 
Deford 6~1 7c- 2 l2o5 1?4 2.,1 o.,1 Oo8 2, 2 .1 .) 6 0.,0 0 1 0 0 
Flat River l 6 5 .6 1 ,8 O.,.l 1 ,8 2oS Oo8 2. 6 2 5 0 0 0 .- l 0,4 
Gourdr.t:eck. Oc4 0 .. 4 0~ 3 0 .. 0 2n0 1 l 0,0 l 0 
Gratiot.-Saginaw 6..,2 5e2 13.,7 lc) 2"5 2r4 2,,4 3 1 3 3 o.o o,o 0.,1 
Gregory l 5y4 BoB 17a9 Ool 0.0 o ~o l o9 l o4 21;.0 l .. J 0.,9 I. l 
Lapeer 1~7 2 .. . , 0 ,6 2. 6 0,.9 2L4 0 .0 O,l 
.Petersburg 6a0 17 .. 3 o,o 00 l o6 ) oO l ol l,l 
Pinckney lOJ5 6.,2 0., ) 0, 4 2<'8 2o7 0 4 0.8 
Port Huron ) , 9 ) c5 l , l l o4 ! 2,5 2"0 o.,o 0 0 
Sharonville 6,8 10 ,4 Ool 0,.2 2, 2 2o6 0._8 1.5 
Stanton 4.,0 9 .. 2 O,.l ), 4 l aO .lc.O 0. 0 0,0 
Three Ri. vera and 
Crane Pond 0 .. 8 Oo5 OaO 0.,0 11'5 2 .5 1. 2 0.7 
\laterloo 5o7 8,7 0.,4 Oc4 l o2 l ol Oo7 l l 

Average 7a6 5.:.5 Bo7 Oc6 Oo8 0 .,9 1 .,6 
I 

2.,1 2o.) Oo) Oo4 0 ._7 

*In these counts ue .record the number of pheasant crolm heard in a 2 minute 
period, tho number of ruffed grouse drums heard in a 4 ninute period"' nnd the 
nwnber of individual doves and quail heard in n L JTinute period, 

EJG:vr 
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