MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF GONSERVATION
Game Division

Report No. 2017
July 6, 1954

Game Bird Counts in State Game Areas in 1952-53 end 1954

METHOD3

Game bird counts have been made in May and early June for the past three yesrs
in southern Michigan state game areas. JStarting one-helf hour before sunrise an
observer drives a Foute stopping to listen for four minutes at sach designated
listening station, Pheasant "crowa"™ snd ruffed grouse "drums" are counted during
the firet two minutes, and mental notes are made of individual doves and quail that
are calling. During the final two ninutes the number of individual grouse, doves
and quail heard cduring the entire four minute period are estimated and recorded.
Sight observations of game seen on the route are recorded also.

DISCUSSION:
Data are sunmariged in the accompanying tablss.
.Phg_uant Populations

The number of crows per station rose from 5.5 in 1953 to 8.7 in 1954.
Eleven routes showed an increass, L a decrease, while 1 was the same.

Ruffed Grousa Pogulat.ions

Drums per station was about the same in 1954 as in 1953. Both years
were better than 1952 when drums per station was .6, From 1953 to 1954
seven routes showed an increasa while 5 showed a decrease, and one route
was the same, Routes where no drums have been heard were ignored in this

caompari son.
Dove Populations

The increase in doves hsard was small from 1953 to 1954, Seven routes
showed an increase in the number of doves heard per station from 1553 to 195k
while 8 showed a decrease and one was the sams,

Quail Populations

Counts indicate thetquail, although mumerous in 1952 and 1953, are show-
ing a substantial increase over the past two years. Ileven routes showed
quail higher in 1954 than 1953, 2 showed populations as lower, and one was
the same for both years.
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TABLE 1

1954 GAME BIRD SURVEYS IN STATE GAME AREAS

Weather Conditions Ggme Birds Heard
Fheasants Ruffed Grouse Doves Quail
No. ef Wind Precipi- Temper- Cloud Ave. Per Ave. Per Ave. Per Ave. Per
Area Date Stations Velocity tation ature Cover Total Station T8%al Station THisl Station 7Total Station
Ty slorth) 5/9 12 0=1 Frost 35 Hagy 30 2.5 8 o7 W 3.3 0 -8
Ty (South)  5/1k 10 1=3 None Lo Clear 30 3.0 7 o7 33 3.3 5 .5
sville /30 9 13 None 50 Cloudy 284 31.6 3 o3 12 1.3 13 1l.L
‘ard 5/30 10 0=3 Dew Ls Clear 125 12.5 1 1 16 1.6 0 .0
it River 5/15 13 1=3 Dew Lo-4S Clear 24 1.8 32 2.5 33 2.5 5 i
rdneck 5/29 7 L=7 Recent 50 Overcast 3 N 0 -0 8 1.1 7 1.0
Rain
tiot-Saginaw 5/13 12 1=3 None  35-40 Clear 16 13.7 29 2.k Lo 3.3 1 51
gory 5/20 10 L7 Frost 30-35 Clear 179 17.9 0 o0 20 2.0 1 1.1
eer 5/15 9 0=3 Dew LO-4S Clear 24 2.7 25 2.6 22 2.4 1 =
ersburg /15 10 0=1 None  LO=LS Cilear 173 17.3 0 -0 30 3.0 1 1
wkney 5/19 10 1-3 None Lo Cloudy 62 6.2 b ols 27 2.7 8 o8
% Huron 5/16 11 0=3 None 50  Qvercast 39 3.5 15 1.k 22 2.0 0 .0
ronville 5/6 9 1-3 None  35-L0 Overcast %4 10.4 2 o2 23 2.6 i 1.5
nton 5/16 o 1=3 None 50 Clovdy 83 9.2 13 1.4 $ 1.0 0 -0
‘@@ Riversand 5/16 10 8-12 None 50 Haszy 5 5 0 <0 25 2.5 7 o
d
i sA7T 12 AT Nome L5  Cloudy 20k 8.7 5 . 13 2.1 13 1.
‘otal 163 23 8.7 ks o9 3713 2.3 06 . .7

#No, of Pheasant Crows heard in 2-minute listening periods at esach station.
#iNo. of Ruffed Grouse Drums heard in Y-minute listening perieds.
###No, of individual Doves or Quail heard in 4-mimute listening periods.
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TABLE 2
GAME BIRD COUWIS IN STATE GAME 2AREASH

Number of Number of Number of Number of
Pheasant Ruffad Grouse Cooing Doves Whistling Quail
Crows per Drums per Per Staticn Per Station
Area _ Station Station ‘
1952 1953 1954 1952 1953 1954 1952 1953 1954 1952 1953 1954
Barry (North) 1.0 2.5 0.3 0.7 2.2 3.3 0.3 0.8
Barry (South) 1Lk 3.0 1.1 0.7 3.2 3.3 0.0 0.5
Dansville 13:6 1&07 31-.-6 0.2 0:6 0u3 2.2 293 1.3 0.6 0.9 1!.]‘
Deford 6.1 T.2 12.5 1. 21 0. 0.8 2.2 1.6 0.0 0.1 0.0
Flat River 1.6 5.6 1.8 0.1 1.8 2.5 0.8 2.6 2.5 0.0 0.1 0Ok
Gourdrisck oL 0. 0.3 0.0 2.0 1.1 0.0 1.0
Grltiot—sa.glIIRﬂ 602 562 13\-? 1‘3 2-’*5 zrh 2t‘h 357 3i'-3 O.,O Oco 091
Gr‘gory 15.;!‘ Bna 17.9 0.1 0.0 090 109 1.4 2.0 1:.13 0(9 1 )
Lepeer 1T 2.7 0.6 2.6 0.9 2.k 0.0 0.1
Petersburg 6.0 17.3 0.0 0.0 1.6 3.0 s 1.
Pinckney 10,5 6.2 0.3 0.k 2.8 2.7 o.L 0.8
Port Huron 3.9 .305 11 1»" 2u5 2.0 0.0 0.0
Sharonville 6.8 10.k 0.1 0.2 2.2 2.6 0.8 1.5
Stanton | L.0 9.2 0.1 Al 1.0 1.0 0.0 0.0
Three Rivers and|
Crane Pond . 0.8 0.5 0.0 0.0 1.5 2.5 1.2 0.7
Waterloo 5.7 8.7 0.h 0.k 1.2 1.1 0.7 1.1
e
Average 7.6 5.5 8.7 § 0.6 0.8 0.9 f 1.6 2.1 2.3 H 0.3 ol 0.7
#In these counts we record the mumber of pheasant crows heard in a 2 minute
period, the number of ruffed grouse drums heard in a L minute period, and the
punber of individusl doves and quail heard in a L mimute period,
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