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The War of 1812 in the Old Northwest

The Second Regiment of Ohio Volunteers, composed mainly of
men from the Cincinnati area, elected Colonel J ames Findlay and
Majors Thomas Moore and Thomas Van Horne. Findlay was
two years older than McArthur, but despite his commission as
prigadier-general in the Ohio militia, had had Little active mili-
‘tary service. He had had a successful political career: legislative
council, United States Marshal, and Mayor of Cincinnati. A de-
pendable, steady and consecientioug officer, he lacked the fire that
marks an outstanding leader.

The Third Regiment elected Lewis Cass as colonel and Robert
Morrison as major, leaving another major to be chosen later. Cass,

_only thirty, had attended Exeter Academy, had moved to Ohio

and studied law under Meigs, but had had no active military
service. A brigadier-general in the militia, he had been a United
States Marshal, served in the legislature, and was then prosecuting
attorney for Muskingum County.

Obviously, these three colonels had no great amount of formal

military service, but few active officers had; except in small engage-
ments against Indians, They certainly were men of unusual politi-
cal talents and, many people would add, of military ability as well.
Cass and McArthur were later to serve during the war as success-
ful brigadiers in the regular army, with Findlay declining a similar
appointment. MeArthur was to become Congressman and Gover-
nor of Ohio. In later life Findlay was elected to Congress but was
defeated for governor by Robert Lucas, who also served under
Hull. Cass, of course, was to have an unusual career as Governor
of Michigan and in federal offices. Whether or not Meigs had
unduly used his influence, it is clear today that the Ohio regiments
were commanded by able men,
. The lack of regular uniforms was another problem facing Meigs
In preparing his force for federal service. It was solved with typi-
cal pioneer aplomb by adopting the only readily available sub-
stitute : homespun linen hunting shirts, trousers, leather belts, and
low-crowned felt hats.

Still another problem was a shortage of weapons and ammuni.
tion. Eustig’ original orders had stipulated that one third of the
force were to be riflemen. Customarily riflemen owned their own
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