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RECOLLECTIONS OF MISS MAE K, WOLDT ~- 1618-193%5
-Ht Do R\lhl—
My first scqueintance with the remarkable Personality

wHose memory we wish to commemorate and will alwaye treasure goes
b

ck to 1918, In my early recollections of this outstanding Charac-

td4r before I became especially interested in biology, several
atitributes stand out in my memory.

Even the sthletes wondered st the tremendous physical
energy by which this Teescher of Neture Study frequently texed thelr
vers on field tripes. Amone the students it was comwonly conceded
at one could scercely find 2 plant, capture an 1lnsect, locate a
tnee or hear = bird thet this Blologist 414 not know or was unable
to identify.

It wae generally sccepted that eanyone who had a2 real

curiosity sbout eny biologicel pnroblem could expeot immedlate,
enthusisstic and effective maclntence with it. Perhaps Professor
Woldt would heve been cheered snd astounded if she had known how
fnequently a2 beshful student, etartled into embryonioc curiosity
about some phase of biology, hed been osrried slong by the tide of
heir enthusizasm until he tried his best to become the scholar she
saw in him rather than merely another pupil taking a course,

As the years went on and as I became better soqualinted

with her and with blology, I was more and more impressed by the

variety and wide renge of the subjeots which she tesught so well.
Nature study, gensrsl botany, sgricultural botany, plant =nd insect
diseases, vplant physioloegy, laboratory technique, bacteriology,
genersl sclence, vertebrate and invertebrate zoology, field zoology,

evplution, heredity, embrylology, entomology, ornithology, mammalogy
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snfl ecology-=s1ll theee at one time or snother were a2 part of the
repular course 'ork., In thie day of apecialists in which zooclogy
alpne is dlvided into many flelds and compartments, each with 1ite
owh suthorities who give little sttention to the other zoological
fiplds excent in a genersl way, this indicates an unueual range of
ingerests and abilitles.

I remember well the tribute paid to thie Sclentist by
Dri. John C. Johnson, Director of the Rocky Mountain Biologiecsl
B:Etion, a yesr or so eafter Miss Woldt and her sister had spent

t pummey of 1923 boisnizling nesr the station. Marvelling with

me| at Ler vigor, esperneas and extensive knowledge in so many fields,
Dr. Johneon remarked something like this, "I firet thought she was a
zoploglet like myself =nd a good one too, but I soon found out she
w:t 'some botanist! 23 well., The firet we knew, she was pointing

0 things about the flora and feuna sround the station which we

hafi not discovered before. Ve consider her 2 most remsrkable person®.

Knpwing Dr, Johndon and his staff, that seemed a unique and startling
o:Epliment of her intellectusl and professlonal accomplishments.

Kueh a8 we admire and respect the versstility, foroe,

en[huaiasms. inspiration and solentific esccompnlishments of the
Tepcher and Bilologist, those feelings cannot compere to the memories

of| Misa Woldt, the personal Friend and Advieor. In memory I can

h:Er her say, "Why, you are the very person I have been wanting to
gep. Come in! I have something I want to show you".

No friends' problems were too remote from her regular

w:[k. No difficulty wes sv emell and nothing could be so appalling
that it felled to challenge her Judgment and to enlist her assis-

tance. My last communicrtion from her came 2 few days before the

oqﬂ. It conslisted of 2 very definite and helpful snalysis as to
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the posseibillties of a wildlife experiment atation projlect being
submitted for conaideration of federal asuthorities. This apprailsal
of| the project, from which she sould expect to benefit little
pefsonally, must have required considerasble effort at a very important
tipe.

Among my most cherished memories sre the optomistic en-
aohragements received fron this dynamic Pergonality. Hany will
teptify to this unfeltering willingneas to give when needed.

Of all the assoeistions with thisg institution--and they

arg many 2nd important to me and I would not have you underestimate
sny of theme-but I, and many others, shall miss most of the guldance
of| that Lifs who wnderatood so much sbout life, that Life who gave

80| muok to 1life, that Lifs with such a profound purpose toward life,




