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Sirs-
We have the honor to0 transmit herewith Articles of Agreement !

and convention made and entered into at Detroit on the 3lst day
of July, 1855, with the Ottawa and Chippewa Indians, parties 4o

the treaty of lMarch 28th, 1836.
By the terms of sald last mentioned treaty the Indians retain-

e . —— <

ed certain reservations from the lands ceded, which by the Senates

amendments were made to terminate at the end of five yvears from

? the date of ratification unless the United States should grant
the Indlens permission to remain longer on said reserves; and in
lieu of them, the Senates emendrments further stipulatéd, that the
sum of $200,000 should be paid to the Indians in consideration of
changing these péms.nent regervations into reservations for five

. years only, which sum was to:be paid whenever the reservations

were surrendered, and until such time interest was to be paid on

the same.
It was further stipulated by the treaty aforesaid, and the ’
}f- : amendments thereto, that the United States would furnmish a home fori
i the Indians, southwest of the Mississippi River for their final 3

settlement, and which when selected of reasonable extent, thke
United States agreed to guarantee tofsaid Indians forever: And

also to remove and provide them with a years aubsiatende, *in the

C ey deoatom

country to which they go, and furnish the same articles and equip- |
.menta to each person as are stipulated to be givem to the Pottow- '
atomies in the final treaty of cession conoluded at Chicago.” It .
was also agreed, that such improvements as add value to the ceded
f land should be appraised and paid for.
i In council with the Indians it was claimed by them that the
United States ought to pay to them, not only theé value of the land
west, which on their removal was to be guarsnteed to them forever,
but alsc the value of the outfit of "articles and equipments® and
the amount which it would have cost the Government to have removed
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and subsisted them, and likewise the value of the improvements on
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<ie ceded lands. .
In reply theyr were told that they had no claim on the Govern-

ment for the large amount of money it would have cost to have re-

moved them to the country west of the Mississippi and to have sub~
sisted them there for one year, for although the removal would
heave cost & large sum, which was saved to the Government, yet
nothing was taken from or added to their means thereby,

Theyr were further informed that they had an  equitable interest
in lends wesat, the stipulation to furnish them a home there being
considered a part of the consideratiom for the lands ceded in
Nichigan, and that their improvements on the ceded land.';should
also be paid for, it being understood that at the end of five
years from the ratifivation of the treaty of 1836, they were dis-
possesged and deprived of them by those wvho entered the lends,

Resides the claim &0 lands west these Indians have in the
hands of the Uhigs ggt:;(uoo,ooo provided for and stipulated
to be paid by the Senates smendment to the 4th Articles of the
treaty of March 28, 1836. They also have in the Treasury or in-
vested in public stocks upwards of $20,000 being the proceeds of
the $1,000 provided by the 4th Articler of said treaty to ve in-
vested in public stocks,

The Ottawas have also an annual payment of ¥1.,700, being
thelr share of the permanent amnuities to be paid said trive by
the treaties of August 3rd, 17;5, :Bov'uber 17, 1807, September
17, 1818 and August 29, 1829 the residue ot said permanent annui-
ties ($2,600) being paid west of Missouri,

There seems to be some atisemrit{y about the amount at which the
improvemente were valued,

The appraisement list of Messrs. Nelsuall and Clark amounted
to $74,998; and subsequently Mr. Schoolcraft reported about
$25,000 more. The amount appropriated and paid ror improvements
is understood to be only $20,000, learing about unya.id 19,998,

The 4th Article of the treaty of 1836. Clauses 2nd and 3rd
stipulate for the payment of 38,000 for educationsl and missionary
purposes per annum for twenty years and as much longai' as Congress
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may appropriate therefor. P

In view of the peculiar condition of these Indians we deerwed
it to be the duty. of the Government to deal liberally with them,
end as it would have been incumbent on it to have provided for
their removal and subsistence had they gone west, and as it will
be necessary for them to remove and re-locate on the homes provid-
ed for them by the agreerient, we have concluded with them, 1t was
desmed but just to provide something to remove and permanently
settle them on their new homes.

It was also deemed to be due to them that their educational
fund should be continued; and aloo the blacksmith establishments

for the term of ten years.
By the Agreement of July 3lst, 1855, the United States agreed

to give to the Ottawas and Chippewas a quantity of land equal. to
eighty acres for each head of a family; forty acres to each single
person over twenty-one years of age; eighty acres to sach family
of minor children composed of:two or more in the family, and forty
acres to each single minor child under twenty-one years of age, the
whole to be set off and assigned in severalty under certain rules,
regulations and restrictions provided for in the instrument. It
will require from 120,000 to 140,000 acres of land to fulfil this
stipulation; than which the home . . promised to be secured for
them west 1s believed to be more valuable.

In consideration thersfore of thé difference in the value
0of the vestern lands, and the home now seoured to the Indians in
Michigan and in the release and discherge of the United States from
all claims or demands on account thereof, or on account of remcvel
thereto and subsistence, or on account of the claims for *articles
and equipments tc each person™ and also in diascharge and full sat-
isfaction of the $200,000 stipulated to be paid them in lieu of
the reservations b; the Benates amendment to the 4th Article of the
treaty of 18364, M 4n’1iks discharge of the sum which has acowm-
ulated from the investment of the $1,000 per annum, provided for
by the 4th article of ths treaty aforesaid, and in discharge of

the $1,700 permanent annuity due to the Ottawas and heretofore

specifically alluded to; in fact, in lieu and satisfaction of all

-
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claims, legal or equitable, on t=e pert of said Indians Jointly

and severslly against the United Stetes for land, money or other

things guaranteed to them or either of them by the stipulations

W W e T

of any former treaty or treaties (excepting the right of fishing
and encampment secured to the Chippewas of Sault Ste lMarie by ;
the treaty of June 16, 1820) the United States are to pay to them

-

or expend for their benefit, the sum of $538,400 in manner follow-

ing, viz:-
Firot. $80,000 for educational purposes to be paid or expended
under the direction of the President in ten equal annual

instalments of $8,000,
Second. $75,000 in five equal annual instalments of $15;000, each

in agricultural implements, carpenters tools, household ‘

furniturs, dbullding materials, cattls, labor and such

other articles as may be neocessary and useful in removingi,

to their new homes &and getting permanently settled there~
H ¢

on.
$42,400 for the support of four blacksmith shops for the

¥
g

|

term of ten years,

Fourth. $306,000 in coin to be paid per capita as fdllowa;
$10,000 of the prinéipa.l and the interest on the whole
of said last mentioned sum ranlining unpaid at ‘the rate
of five per cent péi-“ annun annually for ten yemrs; and
the sum of $206,000 rmning unpiild at the expiration
of ten years, to be then due and paysble, and if the .
Indians then require the payment the same shall be paid

-per. capita in not less than four equal annual instalments.

Fifth. $35,000 in ten annual instalments of $3,500, each to be
paid only to the Grand River Ottawsms,
¥hile it cannot be pretended that these Indians have a legal
demand against the Govex;mint :;to,r the full amount stipulated to
“be paid and expended for their l..unerit by the provisions of the
instrument herewith tranamitted, yet in view of their legal and
equitable right and the claims which they clearly have upon the

generosity of the Government, we have believed ourselves Justﬁ'iea
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in ma¥ing the 1literal provisionr e have inserted in the treety.

These Indian3 nuxnber upwards of 5,000 and are now making

g.

very rapid advancenment in civilization; to stimulate and encourage

¥hich 1t is no doubt alike the pleasure and duty of the Govermnment.

And with the aid extended to them by the provision made in the in-

strument we may express the convigtion, that a very large body of
them may be qualified to enter upon and discharge the duties and
‘assume the ebligations imposed upon citizens of iihg State of Kich-

igm.
Very respectfully

your obedient Servants,

T George H. lanypeny
Henry C. Gilbert

Commissioners,

Charles E. Mix, Esq.,
Acting Comiissioner of Indian Afleirs,

VWashington, . -
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