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-J; , On boaFd the saea-.r Oapltsla between Evans.l11e art4 Cairo. 

Sat. Nov 22nd, 62 

Absent .Friend 

Again tne 4th brigade has been ¢rdered to mapch and 

we tlnd, Ours$;l\l"es far d(')W!t the Ohio. We took up the line of JllB.r'ob f'r(ut! 

G-harleston, Va. on Mon. the 10th inl!Jt. ,and r-eaehed th~ Ob1@ river a.t 

Ft. P'leasant on W.d. the 12th making 60 m11ee in tht"ee da1e. On Thurs. 

da.y we went on o$ard the steambOat and 8tart~.d down the river ~aehing 

Cln.. on Sat., hette we staid until San. P.M. when \tIe pushed off end 
. ) 

reached Louisville· Tlle~d8f eve~lng. StaId at Lou~gvl11e until Wed. P.R· 

Our fleet eonsis:ts at; p~es'ent of' 6 stea.mboats but \fa expect 'to jOin 

other f'o'rees, ~ir..en w'e ar--r1ve at Calro. 

The oo.1ect of this expedition li.ke a.11 othe,rs in v..rhlch t'J~ have been 

engaged it. unkno\!m, to us, Emu whether the obje,et or result Qf' the 

expecll tlon 1s Gllearly under'3too,c! or not 1.)y tn_.ee who ord.er 1 t remains 

to be seen. 

I have had oooaslon to doubt th-e einee:rl ty or tho-se in oemmand of 

our armies wit.hin the last few months bu.t still endeaver to he as 

oontented and find as little fault as pOSSible under the a.1'teumstan¢88. 

We ha.ve heard 1 t reported that we are to Join Ill. large foroe to 

open the M1ss. r1 ver~ 111' thls be so we will p~bably have qu1 te a t1me 

before we return. Moat of the soldiers are ~eeomimg disgusted with the 

manner in wh1ehthe waX' has been oonducted and many of the boys are 

labQrlng to use up time rather th~ with th~t feeling of patriot1sm 

With wh1Ch almOst every !'e01'U1.t starts into the field. Yet I suppose 
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I wish we 'kn$w that OUI' leaders we:r~ honest and, 

eo,mpet&ut men then we should have no ground. of app,:t>shena1ob. QS we hmve 
.~.l 

.- plen.ty of men and: mean.s to bring th. war to a speed, teFtl11n,w/tlon. Our 

tr1p has not be,en over pleasant 1'or reason 0'! storm wh1ch continued 

rou:r.da.;ya of the tlm$l however I shou.ld. ohoose this mode o-f movine; 

rather than tnarehlng. fh1s 1m our tenth d.ay on the boat ,and lr we 

~ontlnue on the stearnelr until we lr't'u:~;eh Memphis iW$ shall prol;)ably be on 

th$ rly.er more than two weeks. I will du1y inform you of our ~1hfJl"eClobO'U.t$. 

P'lease sxeuse this and. e:xeept 1 t as a letter. 'l'he noise ~nd shaking 

of the boat rende:r 1 t almGst l.mpo~H!lhle to wr1 te. 

Please ~1~Qt to the 42nd rlegt as usual Via Carlo, Ill. 

f}tom your t;rue fr1e'nd 

LeonQt'd 


