
~' 

Plaqu1mln& La. Jan. 2.7tll; 64 

Deer Ell~.abeth 

ThiS' fl"ay' s mail h~a brt.Ju~ht m.e three letters tWG 

of them being from Elizabeth and being the first re'od from her in 

almost a month ! never enjoyed rf-.adlng letters any better. I am yet in 

charge or the jail and have hDd to deal w1 th 80me prett~! hare Qustomers. 

,;1e have Bent ten oanfed 1 8 to N. O. for safe keCfJtng' so that I shall not 

be abl€e to send tbllt gn@ to lVirlcb. I have a :fel10i<'J here nowth~1.t 

surpas1ses all the men I ever h<i-ld to deal w1. th in rasaa11.ty. He hSJlI 

been a speculat0P in Tex~8 since the war commenced and fills my idea of 

a cuthroat and outla'l'J e,xactly" I think I neVer' se,li a hU.mroa being b.efore 

that I i1as a.fraid to be alone ~)ii'th t'cfter d£trk but I rathe!~ be excused 

fro~ his sooiety wi thout being< ~'re.ll armed. although he appearB very 

f~1endly to\'4',9,rds me. 

Ue have a.t present only tCCJO Begts of Tuft one· Sattery of Artillery and 

one CO Of' calvalry. The rest of our b!"lgi3.de ~ras ortlered t;:) Baton Rouge 

to dO garrison duty. It seems almoBt lmpoSf11ble thn.twhl1e you are 

ne&T'ly buried in snow toot i'Ie are 6llnjoy1ng suoh pleHsant weather. ~Je 

have had 8. suaessiou of ",;arm pleasant ~'le>ather for the past- tWQ ','leeks 

equal th8r"i~%:l.ther in September at the north, in fact during the middle 

of the day the people or at least the is oldie rs hu.nt for shade to a1 tin. 

Thi$ olima.te agrees wi th me t'rell thus fliiiI'. I never' enjoyed better 

health in my 11 fe; thesoalety of the phloe hm'lever would deter me from 

$taying hero long enough toeall it home. 

It Hould indeed be plea.aant to fbrm the acquaintance of some of the 

iQgth§!l'll lasa.:i,s t'-J!hile we are here as we m1ght pass many lonely hours 

very pleaaantly and perhaps profitably. 

There are however lnumera'ble obstacles for &.. ~old.ler to ecntend. 



...2- Jan. 27th, 64 

""1 th iIi suoh oases. In the first plaoe the whole army 1s leGJ:{eo_ upon 

as invaders by most of the, e1 tl:zens· a.nd eepee1ally by the ~d~e6 l ..hQ 

eonsld,er us the msN.,t,r:1 el tN:e,r directly or indirectly of )"8 e'f the1 t' 
( 

citizens of·this l1ttl. plaoe mOst of whom of aourse we~e either bU§b!B~ 

or*_9YsU~~ • 

Then for tine of the ~r1s.t9S<taqi to be .'e'en assoo!~at1ne; with a cQmmott 

soldier wcmld Of oourse be cause of great eoandel and I am ac<!uainted 

with one soldier who dont prop(\)s,~ to assoo1atewl th the 2nd olasfsof th.lm, 

~laee while th~ BAllast 9ff1ell V1sits t~e respectable. 

Though 1 t has often been the ease that our ga1.lant officers have 

negl~cte.d dut1es ,as offl<.Hers of the arm1 tOVl,sl t with the southern peAut1~1 

whose iDa),.,e f'ple11de ar,e all ~11 the QOnf'edera1s-e army and whO WO'\'Jlld be glad 

if they dare to, to ~end the poll te blueaoat to Dav,- Jone f $ by' telegraph. 

I 'have been reading °auss,ell's diary "north and 60utb ll and :rind It 

ve'ry interesting. He is a very clear and able wrl ter..O't O'Oure~ l1.ke 

every other true BE1§QA 1s opposed to Amer10a ,and her 1n.stut).Qn.,. 1 

think however that he p:resents a very impartial view of the 'nQI"'th end 

south and I Wish he might have stayed en th1s side of the Atlantic and 

wrote hi story of i t19 present war as I believe we shall lack a pe rfeotly 

impartial hlstor1an. 

Our Co. has moved from thS dW$111ng house lnte the Court HOUS$ and have 

excellent-quarters. We have thre~ men employed as Qooke have our meals 

regula.r and full. I almGst imagine that I am a oitizen every th1ng ls so 

qule:t-:::and so unlike the eonf:u.sion of the field. I mu.st clOse this. I 

~ expeet to see «E11zabeth" on pawer in one week frtllll11 ·today and will wait 

as patiently as posalble. 

Good Bye Eve r your trie-nd 

Leonai'd 


