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High Island was Tisited November 8, 1951, by five Game Division men, B. C. Jenkins, 
s. C. Whi tlock, R. A. Mac.Mulla.n., Walter Palmer, aJ?.d D. w. Douglass. Five hours ware 
spent in traversing the island, froo the old Rouse of David settlement westward, through 
old fields and orchards, to the wooden tri~ad on top of the highes t dune, thence sout~ 
ward along the dunaa and western shore, returning through heav,y cover at about the l evel 
ot the north line of Sections 4 and 5 ( T JS N, R 11 W). Tbia brief survey provided a 
good overall view of the i sland, particularly since we had with us the detailed cover 
maps prepared by Jenk~na and Wonser, who spent scvernl duys on t he island duri ng the 
summer of 1945 (Gace Division Report #911) . 

Object of the visit to Hieh Island was to appraise it as a site for a ruffed grouse 
r esearch pr oject. It is proposed to s tock a sui table island ¥i th ruffed grouse, allow 
tho snecies t o become established, and then subject the birds to especially heavy hunt­
ing pressure to dete~ine how much hunting they can tol erate. It has been sugges ted 
that sufficient gun pressur e eight result in a l eveling- off of the population curve , 
eliminating much of the cyclic effect usually s ho"m by ruffed grouse. High Island was 
considered as a possibility because it is sufficiently remota, hos a count erpart i n 
Garden and Hog I olande, and i ncludes a fair porcentago of st~te ownership. 

'ile f ound tha.t the island ltould qua.li f"'J as een rall y good grouse cover. The maj or 
cover type is a mixture of hardwoods and conif e rous species. Soall areas of cuttings, 
pl us improvement of trails , would improve the habitat £or grouso. A lack of deer has 
allowed a good growth of undercover. 

Aft er t raversing the island, however, we felt that it was not especial ly sui table 
for t he projected study. It is so l arge (3,510 acres) and so inaccossible from the main­
land t hat it would be difficult to arrange for t he hunting pressure necessary to oanage 
the grouse population as plannod. ile judge that at l east 600 gun-days annuall y would be 
requi red (and possibly a good many more) . This would entail 60 men hunting 5 hours a 
day for 10 days each, or an equivalent combination of men and t ime. Since hunters grow 
weary of unproductive shoot ing, it is very doubtful t he t sufficient hunting effor t could 
be maintained as the population of grouse was reduced. 1lliile High Island should not be 
enti rely ruled out f or the proposed experiment , a search should be made for a. smaller 
isl and more r eadil y accessible to the nainland. 

111e concluded that High hland would be very sui table for an extensivo experiment 
wi th deer. Thera appe~ra to be no establ i shed herd on tho island, though one or more 
individuals may be :present. We suggest t hat after a careful check to determi ne that no 
deer aro on the island, f our docs and t wo bucks bo liberated ther e (as was done on the 
George Reserve i n Washtenaw Count y). Foll ow-up during the first years should be as de­
tailed as possible, proba.bl 1 as a graduate t hesi s s t udy. Effects of eo7ote predation could 
be eval uated, since t he island is well-populated with coyotes , as well as red foxes . 
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AG Boon as deor wore definitely established on the island, harvesting 
should be otarted. Our aim would be to c~intain a healthy hord with as little as 
possible dotrimol"' t to t ho nrcsont a.bundwt wi::l.ter f ood 8''""'T>l y of nound hoolock, 
coda.r, and hardwoods. J'uturo studios would concist mainly of a. dotf\iled chec': of 
the controll d eorvest, wit h poriodic evaluation of f ood conditio~s . 

Dstablishement of a deer hArd on Hie)l Island would benefit Beaver Island 
econocy. ~To anticipate that much of the hmting would be dono frotl a Bonvor Island 
base, Jerhaps wi th teoporary casps on Hi~~ Islnnd (less t han f our miles fro~ Be~ver). 

An alternat ive c-tensive study would be to stock ruffed grouqe and keop 
door off the island. ObJec~ or this would be to determine vhethor consistently 
higher grou e nopulation could be maintained where de r br~~sing is not a factor. 
This study coul d be i ntensifi ed as deairod to determine groune-~rodntor relation­
ships ~ Keeping deer off the island would permit it to remain as a detlonstr ation 
area and living botanical auaeum. 

Prea~nt state owner~hin incl udes most of the shoreline along the best 
harbor o~ t he island, at t ho r.o rtheast side . This harbor giTes protection Pgainet 
all but easterly winds, and hns sufficient depth that large boats can ~~e use of 
it. The beach here is co~p~ratively wide and attractive . The t tate-owned l and 
here ! ncludeo mos t of t he buildings of the old Houge of David settlement , some of 
w:rich could be converted into C£.:lps. Ono frn.ctioz:P.l ton-acre strin 1s s t i ll claimed, 
however, by the Rouse of David. 

Across t he island, at t he northwo.,t, s t nto ownership i ncludes so::1e of the 
bos t dune and beach areas, although t he ~rcs~,~bly hi¢hcs t point i s just off state 
l and. 

It a-p"'~~ared to our ...,~:rt:· th-- t b~"~Ctl:'"'e of t ' .. conic, hir;torical, and r ecroe­
tional q_uali ties of tho<>e two o.:rcas of st~te ow:u•rsrip , t"le St <1.te sho·,ld ret1=dn 
cortrol, rer.nrdlc~a of ~ stocking anu roqop~ch consid~rations. Lo~ of the 
harbor facilities , in nar ticula.r , mi~ t -;rea tly restri ct future public use of the 
island, and co,tld pr c'Jvc.nt the ca.rrying out of a:ny of tru experimental '{)reJects 
outlined above. lir. our o:•l nion, public interest wou.ld be"'t be servt·d. b~- s tate 
acq·~isition of tl1,.. C'"~tlre isl~n.rl, for w. 1c • e cn.n v- :.S'tlUi"'e no ""'ro"'ltable private 
uso. 

Ono COI::plicat1nt.: factor sho•tld be rn.c:>. t1onod. l'our wild. or sam-wild horses 
wore l ivine O'l the island. in 1945. Ti.oy hvve evidentl y survived, and t his numbor 
wn.e incron od by the rol~aco of several core i n the summer of 1951. Thia releaoe 
was en&ineered by sono Beaver I s l anders , of when Archie LaFreni ere wrs ono . I 
beliove ooco outsiders holnrd out fin~cially. AooL .. t ho horse~ rolon~od was a 
stallion. '·Te saw no hor os, but encountered abunch'Ult sir;ns, so:::.o quit~ fresh. 
Salt blocka had bcon placed in several of t ho old bu1ld1n._-s of t '·.o aettl r·•r>nt, 
which show evideLcc of usc by horses. I rwtn 3elfy, t:1ate of Patrol Eont 11, 
informed us t~ ~ t cattle o~ Roe Islrnd browne ~round hemlock. Horoe on r gh Island 
eight prove detrimental to this and other browse speciec if thoy increased in 
nmbor. Sone r egolla.tion of <IT"'sine n th stt..te l Q.I'Ids sho•ll.d be undorto.bn. 
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High !~land offore a vurioty of possibilities f or public use. T~n Gaoo 
Division r oco'"..,C>"lds t h-t ~C' etato acq··~iro a.s trJ.ch of th" "'lrivate l "l'ld as co..."'l be 
purcha.ood r ~eonably, and th~t u::.df'1r no ci ... C'IT'Jls ta .cc'l sho•1ld the 'lt'"~te or.chan""O 
any of its pre~ont lake front~ge t hore f or othor l~"lds on tho island. Altor~ative 
r ocornnondationa for oxtonoive do~r and grouqe oxnorime nts aro outlined. Tho 
locat ion and gi zP cf t:e islcnd r.~ ~c it of doubtful val~ f or ~n intPnsive a~ 

of effoctc of huntinP on a rro'~"c -po"'Julation. 
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