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- ‘ Augustin Grignon’s Recollec-
| tions

InTrODUCTORY NOoTE—At the instance of the Historical Soctety, T made -
"~ & visit to the venerable Capt. Augustin Grignon, at his residence at the =
Butte des Morts, on Fox river, and apent a couple of weeks with
him, from May 26th to June 8th, 1857, in obtaining the following nsr-
ratlve. It is here presented Just as I noted it down from his lips at the
time, all simple and unadorned-—characteristic of the aged chronicler,
whese narrative it is of a life time’s recollections. It is true, that while |
the facts and statements are essentially his, the language, order and
‘arrangement are mine, as are sometimes the inferences and deductions,
oo ‘put in all cases with his approval and adoption.
: ".'.. Mr. Grignon, though pow seventy-Seven ycars old, i3 robust and
: i .., healthy; the hardy life he has led as a trader in the wilderness, with
i “the simplicity of his habits, seems to have foughened his coastitation,
#0 that old age does not appear irksome to him. He is cheertul, pleas-
» ant and communlcative, intelligent and well read. I was pleased to
‘ observe, that he was famillar with that rare and sterling old work, )
g Charlevoix’s Histoire de la Nouvelle Prance, published in three quarto .
: volumes, in 1744. He spends his time mostly between fishing, smoking, -
and reading the papers, of which one ig Le Courier des Stats-Unis. ‘
I have taken great pains to elicit from Mr. Grignon a narrative,
a8 replete as possible, of the men, events habits, and life of
) the olden time. I felt that another su~h oppartunity of securing a
full account of the early settlement and ecarly men of Fastern
Wisconsin, would never again oceur; a naiive of the country, and
an intelligent descendant, as he is, of the Sieur Charles De Lang-
lade, emphaticaliv e Father of Wisconsin, and personally acquainted
with him, as well aiso as with Glode, Torah avd other noted Menom-
i ' one chiefs: and with Reaume, Porlier, Lawe and their fellow po-
R neers, a participant in the war of 1817 and in the Plack Hawk
war; with a retentive memory, in no ine olisposed to exaggerate,
filled with a just and discriminating knowisdze of the men and events
of Wisconsin for the past seventy-two years and by tradition for the
forty years preceding-—such a living chronicle we may never expect
to see again in Wisconsin. Very mueh of this information he alone
J possessed-—the last of the grand-children o Charles De Langlade: and
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was many vears engaged in the
Tndian tralde, and finally retred o Lachine, near Montreal,
his native region, where fie hud a fine properts, and died
, there about 1=t to =0, He Lol three sons in this country,
. Joseph, Duminick, and Pant — the forwer of whom, 1 rememr
ber, went 1o L ‘e lie father's estate; and Paul
Ducharme > ity veurs of age. 1 have
o wheard thar aivw 1ime. Jdean Marie Pmcharme once left
< Mackinaw on a tradine expelition, without obtaining the -

pecessary written license ov pernission from Lieut. Gov. Sin-
elair, who, on his return, _;::.:.1; hing, for his disobedience, .
to provide fifteen hu I« of wild hay, weighing
gome fifteen pounds to the but for the King's public sup=
- plies, and paid the pew Aot the <ame time, one St.
: “Paul De La Croix, a tvw also ._:;_zZ,:;; on a trading voy-
o age without permission, Prichnrie, was directed to
pay the sanw penaliy, T Leddicnee o a well-known order.
But De La Croix, wie was pathier a havd case to manage,
gaid that the King Lived over the ocean. aud he didn’t believe

he needed any hay; it be thought he really stood in need of
for him; but as it was, he

~any, he would proenre o

gshouldn’t get any. Sineloir conld noet, or did not, enforce
the fine. 1 can only further say of Jean Marie Ducharme,
that he had a brother Dominick Ducharme, and a cousin:
Laurent Ducharme, the latter of whomy was at Mackinaw

" when surprised In 1763, and both were many years e

in the Indiau trade in the North-AWest, ¥

his way back to Mackinaw, with no very smiable “having seen bim: bt e
] L.Sﬂm.&m the Spaniards at Pancore, he soon managed
M%S up A.WES a large expedition, in the spring of 1780, for
e Mw &gﬁmwami, It appears to have been almost oﬂm.guq

2ot exclusively, a volunteer affair, yet my recollection is ﬁwm.m

“imy grandfather t0ld me, that Lieut. Gov. Sinclair, of Maeki-

L

“omw, gave it Li< conntenance and encouragement. The num-
wvumov engaged I do not remember, but it was pretty large, and
they were mostly Inddans. The bold Ottaws chief gwwow.m.

-with the title of General. They came by the way of G

-, Bay, where they were joined by Po-e-go-na, or NSM magmw .
A Shedder, Mu-wa-sha, or The Little Wolf, wa Baron, and cw&“
“onoted Menomonee warriors, and some Adubmvmm.w@m. From

P

Portage, and thence down the Wisconsin and Missis-
The m...w?imaoc. however, aceomplished but rw&aarm =
~Jeillex “!.maﬂ. innocent people around Pancore or St. UQEM obm v
were foiled in their chief design, and returned mmmaw«mvam& ER
About the year 1788, I saw General Match-i-ku-is at- Qw@mm ;
wﬁww who mama.z.i to appreciate the importance of his title, fo |
: ,rc wore a bright red British dress coat, with m@m&@ﬁ@mﬁ mEM
;\ ad» m:.;a 8 m.rx.:_.e. He was then getting old, and was MM tall
R ”wn%d&ﬂ& HEr.x: Young as T was, he attracted my mzﬁsmomv
g my grandiather told me about him and his Hw.w:aoum mxw

¥ [ B
«0Of Ducharme and his expedition, by a visit to the venerable Paul
Ducharme, of Green Bay, we are epabled to add the following interest-
ing particulars. Mr. Ducharme stated that he himself was a native of
Lachine, Canada, and has atrained the age of about elghty-geven years;
that he came 1o Green Day when :“ﬂf twenty-four years of age, as a
clerk for his brother, Dominick D¥harme, a0 Indian trader, and has
. ever sinece, for a period of about sixty-three years, remsained in the coun-
 try. That his father, Jean Marie Ducharme, Was residing at Lachine
when the Americans invaded Canada in 1773-76, and they endeavored.
to persuade him to take part with them in the contest then waging.
sgainat the mother country, but he deemed it best to

) B&bn&.ﬂ»b,ﬂﬂq
* trality; that the Americans, while in Canada, were scantily suppited.
,mdﬁgvgiﬂog.vﬁ ao_:aumf.mnc

lunder, not even chickens; zwnnwwown

i-ku-is, and reroarked that he was unreliable and treacherou
brave and sanguinary 1 pre o
iy girinary, and probably had more special reference
. 8 treacherous conduct at the surprise of Mackinaw in 1763

ook socompany the Pancore expedition, nor 4 ink

S Wi : N ’ H ‘
: Whites at Green Bay joined it v % m:nw =
de. not know much of Jean Marie Ducharme- a%
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234 Wisconsin Historical Collections
In or sbout 1782, Lieut. Gov. Sinclair gy
bther & grant to all his lands at Green Ba
- provements and such Prairies as he may have used fop meadow,
- and wo used for wood, or sugar-msaking; this docu-
ment I confided to Col. Isaae Lee, the U. §. Commissioner,

[V

¢ iute the land titles at Green Bay and Prai-

) I never was able to reclaim it.

" " After the Revolutionary war, my grandfather, De Langlade,
remained in his Tudian agenev at Green Bay, having the gen-
eral superintendinec of the Indians in this quarter, and also con-
tinued in comumnnd of the militia. It was an ancient custom
among the Canxdiuns, on the 1s of May in each year, to have
& holiday, raise a flag-pole, and salute it with vollies of dis-

k well blackening it over,

tﬂdmwﬂmu& as cotnplimentary to their militig, Commandant;
‘wﬁﬁwwgﬁ was Charles De Langlade mogt affectionately rever-
. end honored |y the simple-hearted people of the settle-

“De Langlade, by his
4

would, in a respectful manner, beg for sour milk; and that his father
admired them,

and was determined not to take up arms agalnst go
brave and suffering a people. but was at length forced to do 80, and
alded to expel them from Canada. He had been imprisoned g year by
the British authorisi«

8 for having furnished the Americans foog and
supplies, and he never afrer liked the muw:m?

-He bad long been engaged in the Indjap trade in the North-West, con-
veying hia goods from Lacline ang Montreal, and making Mackinaw
-Bi% chief trading pos:. In 1778 or 1779, he had ventured high up the
Missovrt river with pis

trading boais, and the Spaniards getting jeal-
ous of hia trade, took hig 800ds, and {f they did not capture him, as it

is to obtain indemni-

\ have lived and dtea in the Mackinaw
Jewt- Marte, Ducharme dled at hiy residence at Lackine, abot the -

Fomr 1503, . He was then nearly blind, his head all white, but he walked

auoﬁ.g -Wh& perhaps nearly eighty years of age. L.CD.

- frol. ii

» including his im-

he took it to Detroit with himy and dying

and all these demonstrations ,

3 marriage with Miss Bouragss, :

the savages. Ile liad, s he often <tated, been in ninety-nine
= “battles skirmishes, and hovder foravs, and used to eXpresé & -

4 . 'Y " S
desire in his old age that e ecould share in another, so as to- ;

© 7 the French Comnmissary returned it to hin, and suggested that
<7 he make it over again: he did so, when it was again Wmnm&,

1782-1800] Grignon’s Recollections mum

had two chilibven, Lalotte, horn in 1760 or 1761, who was.
married to one Barcellon, but died the nest year childless; and
my mother Domitelle, Lory in 17683, whe was united in mar-’
d.mﬁo to my father, Pieree Grj Sr.. in 1778, when sghe

of hi , ] §
Mackinaw or Torondo o puilic or privare husiness, for he con~
tinued to atrcud o his Tidian agency, and the command of the
Bveel Tie had a farn which was man-
aged by my father, Tieree Grienon, Sr.. and received an an-
nuity of eight hundred Jollavs while e ] i, as half-pay m.ﬂQB
the deamm Government, for Lis services during the American
Revolution, and he ales ve for those services a grant of
8,000 acres of land on the La Trenche river in Canada. ”m,b‘
now felt the weight of vears, and in Jannary, 1800, after an
illness of tuw.. weeks, he died, ot the qon ot wbd@Bﬂ%.Ma@ u«oﬁwmuu
and his remaing were bovicd Teside these of his father in 9@:
cemetery at Green Doy,

Thus passed away the Sieur Charles De ﬁmbmw&m« ﬁ&ﬁ.ﬁm
long life was onc of variod oxeitement, H,S,;‘lm with martial
deeds, and scenes of decpest interest in the forest and among

militie, as Tone us he

make the nuwber one humdred. 1o was mild and @m?mnm«v
but. could never hrook an in=nlt; friendly agd benevolent in

his feelings, and was devoredis Tovo] by alMlasses of his ao- -
quaintances.  le was vorv :
in some useful oo

hewing timher for |}
once, under the ol Frenal
of goods purchased for the Tndians in his department, when -
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me-1818)  Grignon’s Recollections 237

iriv ~ottlers ar Green Bav, that a dis-
Langlades and o

tinguished Frewelo nobienan, npon visiting the country many
tingnished Frencl n :

- ¢ 1 1t to him, as he saw it wag very moder-
ate’in size, and the King of France could very well pay it if
it were four or five times ag large. He simply replied, that
that was all just, and he could claim nothing more, Ife never
- used his Proiion e epportunities to plunder the public, and
- died 8s he lad lived, an honest man, The name given him

vears age, <houll e

sress b snrprise, af hearing from the na-

1

’ : s ST » S8TS
tives of the countrv, the Fronel Tanonage spoken with the sa

1 i
h

.T,CQ.:.«‘ arpd et

A< sreenstomed to hear 1t In

1) M
raris,

of v grandfather’s
o know ‘ I have al-
old companions in aruiz, as were known to me. I kb
‘ ° ‘oQ 3 . - a-
ready =aid that Gautier De Verp was his nephew, a n

HRA012425

- by the Indiuns, js expressive of their idea of the leading trait
: of his character— Nw-rmrﬁ.m:.m.mrww,ﬁmz-mov or mm-:ScAm.\_.mﬂoa.
: for-the-land. that 18, a military Conqueror. Like his father be-
fore him, he was un Hon Catholique,
He was of medium height, about fiv.

::-8quare built man, rather heavy, but never corpulent. Hiis head
<was bald, and iy his old age the hair on the sides of his head
“had & silvery whiteness: hig eyes were large and deep black,
“with very Lieavs eve-brows grown fogether.  His face was round
“and full, and }e presented altogether a fine appearance. When
-dressed, as [ hLave often seen him, in hig British scarlet uni-
form, his militury chapeau, his sword and red morocoo belt,
‘B exhibited 4 ial appearance as any officer I ever
-beheld. The .ijver buckle of his sword-belt which he used in
all his militare services in two yea

senting to the Stato Historical Soc
um,_ﬁu% be Jone preserved g
founder an( father of Wiseonsin,
My grand her, the widow of Charles De Langlade, was
, woman rather t4]] ap( portly in her old age with a mild,
i brown eye. Sho was regarded gg quite handsome in her day.
After her hushand's death, <he made her home with her daugh-

ber, and died ut Green Bay in 1818, ¢ about the age of seventy-

e feet nine inches, g

rs, I take pleasure in pre-
lety for its Cabinet, and hope
4 personal memorial of the early

tive of Mackinaw. T cau state no <pecific services of Emd_wmr
yond what I have civen in connection with my grandfather’s;
A ¥ &l - — . , ’ ;
but I know that he was iy ovandtather’s constant ooEmquow_
ip all, or nearly all, his services during the old French g
m : + M 44 e '41- H=
Yevolutionary wars, and had a captain’s commission dur g
he 1 , . ‘e man, rather full face,
the latter s . e
brown eve, wot lundwnne, Jnr ser pleasant in all his inte
course.  After the woar, ]

(AN Heowas ;:. =1

H

i to make Mackinaw his

oy and  <omethmes acted as Indian inter-
home, had a fuvi, and

y 16 a \is .Awm..l
reter for the Drinsl Governgneutr. e married a4 Miss € -
ﬂv . , . > '
. Hier, of Mackinaw, a i avd handsome woman: they ha
; er, ot Maekinaw, ¢ ! .
o came the wife of Capt.
Henry Mouroe Iishir, w reputed nephew of President wﬁw“w“
roe, who came to the North-West us a clerk for an Eng]

i 4 " .
trader named Todd, with whom he remained three A\NME,F
X i , g iri ‘hie
and then located himself as a trader at vamsﬁmxzmua HVMM

where lie resided when 1 vt visited the place in 1795,
vear Michasl Diri

Y loer o
two daughters, the eldest of whon

the youngest daughter of
< vear, Capt. Fisher went
the eldist. Gautier De 49.&.:@
and his wife wenr o0 Pradrie e Chien, pvcﬁ 1798, to %?M
with  Mie and Do /x._i:m.%m@ :,mwm mwo._:
1803, at aboutr the aee of sistv-five; his widow m:??& EM
mmqﬁ.ww vears, | ' Brizhoiz were EEE:%:” EV-
vseful :.:,.: at Praivie 1en, and _~.::5 left s‘m:,.«r.«. mmaMﬂn-
ants, =0 that the dof Nienr Augustin De La

to Mackinaw and




