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cericalaidy anyisus that they should retuen home well-pleased .

Visit,
Respect{ully, your most obedient servunt,
WILLIAM ARMSTRON,
‘ Jcting Superintenden, »
i, akreey Crawrowrn. Esqe )
Comn. of Incian Jfjeirs, Waskinglon cly.

§ am——

No. 44 -,

s pactof Henry I Schooicraft, azent JMuckinac, and acting Super
Jichigan.

AcTING SUPERINTENDENCY INDIAN ARFu

Michillimackinac, September ..

win: Parsiant to insteactions and the standing regulations

et ety D hanve (e lonor to Dirward, herewithe statements and o

vl exhibit, in detaily the condition and affairs of this superin';

firing the year terminating this day, including the disbur.:

sublic tunds during the portion of the year that this branch of
seen performed by the ucting superintendent. .

The object of this ofice, as at present orgonized, i3 to sup

conduct the general business of the department with the [mb -

A with the vitizens : to enforee the Jaws of Congress veguli .

and interenurse with the tribes, and preserve peace on the fron®

:0 fullil locally with each of them, the existing treaty obligati- -

Government. . The latter object has largely increased within L
and cmbraces at this time the payment of the annuities, the riu.
ot farmers, and mechanics, and teachers, and the application o~
apatt by treaties or by acts of Congress for the payment ol &
o or halt-breed beneficiaries, and for objects essential to the
advancement in civilization and the arts.

P'riar to 1836 the fiscul obligations of the department 10 {
within the Hinits of Michigan were comparatively light. B
Af March 28, of that year, the Chippewas and Ottowas of then

cvfed o the Government the entire peninsula of Michiga:

viendl river, and about 6.000.000 acres north of the stx-'.}ils "
uackinac, in thut portion of the present State linity which
sy Congress as an equivalent for the disputed Ohio boundary.
sion was made by these two leading tribes of the Algonquin >
aprinciple of making permanent yescrvations of from 1,000 h_l -
At afew points, reserving at the samne time the nsuf_rurtm\[',“ "
“ngz and hunting apon il cultivating the ceded portions of ‘1 y
i was actually requived for settiement. To provide for thea
vaent, they set apart, aut of the ample suin paid to thcm‘lt,\_ !
et for Uiis Japeze torritory, funds for agriculfvre, cams
sentes and mechanics? tonls, the pay of smiths and artisane
panks, missinns. anaual supplies of provisions and salte to v
sngivge in the fisheries, besides a beavy annnily incotne b
wign of tiiese fretbes, T the nviginal saley i Lave those meal”

i

_-vations, under the expectation that they would find themselves
..aced in agriculture, letters, and the avts, at the termination of
, .3 annuity, as to be able to sustain themselves thenceforward
. liance on the chase. When the Senate came to tonsider this
.+ v changed the tenor of the reserves from perpetual to a limite
' years, awarding the tribe an equivalent In coin, to be paid
" eserves were surrendered. ‘T'his measure, when it came under
v in their councils, induced the Indians to throw themsclvesupon
. whiary right to the ceded territory, secured to them by the 15th
.4 tiwe treaty, and they subsequently gave up the idea of concen-
. the reserves, as it was foreseen the time would expire before
ol derive permanent benefit from them.  Five years appearcd to
Lort a time to justily such of their numbers as were not already
jn these reseryves, to change their location and open new plant-
s This prlicy, which was not so fully known at the public
i with thein in the summer of 1836, soon became manifest,
.+ i~ now no iden cntertained among them of a concentration vn
«s which wiit all expive in 1841,
ize in the term of the reserves made nonc, however, in the ob-
-l the department to cmploy the mcchanics and teachets ve-
© vl to execute all the duties assumed by the treaty for promoting
«vement. No time was lost in obtaining the scrvices of com-
4 industrious men to labor for them and with them.
supanying statement, marked A, indicates the number and
he persons employed in the year ending this day ; the salaries
<tations occunied, and their places of nativity ; together with the
i persons thus employed who are of mixed or Indian blood,
alaces Lave Loen yielded in conformity with a provision of the
"ol the act to organize the Indian Department.
i 1§ and € denote the amount and kind of work done for the
‘i shops at Michillimackinac during the year, and the anount
~iseel and tools purchased, and the articles now on hand, It
“n practicable to obtain similar evidences of the industry of the
at the gut-shops in the Indian territory ; but the object is one
e persevered in.
~.rrs and assistants have been employed in ploughing the In-
< awl fencing and clearing land, and taking care of cattle at the
S, Oxen, bulls, milchcows, and swine have been furnished
-t various points between tho Sault Ste. Marie and Manistec
‘wr with carts, ploughs, and other agricultural improvenients :
- werhanic’s tools, and lumber for the finors of dwellings, and
ruiture; ard two carpenters have been employed for the past
-« tv aid thewm in the proper application of the materials and

"1} shows the amount disbursed for these purposes from the
+11 by the treaty, during the years 1837, 1888, and 1859, The

'1 the treaty provides, in gencral terms, for the employment
anive, leavinex it diseretionnry with the President to dcsignatn
" i believed that advantages would result to the Indians, in
“ vmbmcing cabinetmakers, masons. COOpCrse and perhaps
Jtadessin e selections Whenever it is thought this ran be
st no lime in apprizing the department ol the circunstances
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