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Arl\:a.nSB.S P0Gt Ja.n. 12th, 6) 

Dear Ell za'be:tb 

I l1ave just re"of your most welcQJJDe letter
 

W'ri tten on the 2,th ihst fiIid thank you for your k,3.nd w,"shelll and hope
 

you ha.d a lllerlny ohi":ke'mas whiol,\ I t,h1nkcan be enjol,ed ·b~tter in more
 

northern laM. tud.es then I ha,ve the privilege at present o~ e::nJoy1:q.g;,.
 

'~e have fo~ght another battle b~t wlth far dift.rent re$ults than 

the on~ at Vicksburg A This place is 25 m1les up the Arkansas river. We 

arrlved near t.ne fG-rt on the lOth fighting soon cormtlensed und ye:sterd:ay 

at J ;00 P.M. the enemy su.r'l"e:nd.ered u.noonditiona.ll;y_ He 'have from slx 

to eight thouse.nd pr1..sQ.ners in.eluClJ.ng Gen. Gbu:rch11l and every thing 

belong1ng t.o the f~rt _ 'Our I1fe Was '11j~t heavy a1 thoUgh the eneDlY fought 

llke t1gers being mostly Tex!ln t~oop·s, a.nd ~ave the reputat1Qn of 'being 

the 'beet sold1ers the en/!5my can boast of. 

'You will hardly expeot I ean. ~'!1"1 te yeu anyth1ng like an answer' to 

your .letter at this plE!l.oe. I am S-8S1.,ted on the ground 1n what was the 

enlmles camp surrounded. b~l :all the eonfusslon ofoul" troops 'm·ovin.~ fr'om 

place e;nd in olose to the s~ver81 thou.sand lJbut.ternut.$'u whioh 1 

mentioned. 

But I thought I t.~ould.p$na11 a few lin'es o-n a.ocount of the ucvel ty 

of the oocasion and ~rite to you more fully when we get settled in c~~p. 

,.ie, have in this. 1nstanoe a stTlk1n~ 111ustration of unoertainty and reverses 

in war. Two lqcel~,s t.Od,ay w·e wer~ malt1ng ,e.s depet"a.te conduCt ted .and 

bloOd.r a. ehe.rge as has been m,ade during the .)'ar. To daY-lie are resting 

after glor1eu.s victory. However! 'dont beH.e1J~e that I could eVer like war 



·a. J;,m." 12th. l$j, 

if j~;e w_~re to ba.'''$ abatt:l. ami w'ln eveory wee•• the flights of t,be bat:tle 

tle·14 4l"*UQt a-t all plesa1ns t.G 111 wea My wlab 18 tluvt the, 1I1e.~ ln1,ib:b be 

ol()s_ 'bft:tot"$ an., tQOt"e tw.'tle·.$ a:fl!E$f.o~~t but lt It 18 not we mQ1:rt tr:'Ust 

tbo 'OQd o:r bo'etl~$ tot" the reeult.s. .. 

l: ba~ a l~tte.r from Doa alaO -$tUlt1ng ~bat lU-rtn bad been. removed 

to Lou.l."S.ll.• a:wl trJ:6t be w.ae no better. I Qlr1 aff'~},ld. he lsf10t CO,ins: to 

",-t alongverr, well ,and With it was 1n my I:iower to help hllil but 1t 1a 

Jtam~(l;·lb1·I? 

Gu'. army 1$ ~O.l~ "(lucid 'bystOkn.~. 1:Nt tlUJiSi farsg1,M$ I 

lett 'home last. a·prins I have _en bl!u!::sed ~d.t:h •. , , II: gOod bealth. I tee:lI 

tl:'\ll, thlWktul fel' the kind anl1 ,gOOd t-t'ienda wh;l:oh lam fO·rtIl112tle enough 

to M,ve aM bop. am tru-Bft t.b.-:' 1_,. be; !.pe,,....4 \0 vebum tl'-!" 80tae te:~or 

fa.t' thel. ·.tl -wlsbe8. 

I haY, rtrA.t~en more naw thm I .x~eo~ GO WlWn I at)~oe4 

and 10\1 mu~t, not oft1tlo1ae the doml.~_oa itl OOlllpoS,ltlO11. 

I d1tinot intend t.G make a;tl;)' fl8,.l"k 1U m,- te"tier to 1n4uOe ¥ou 

to wtol1;e an1~h1tlereo:ut:1I"aJ"1 to yotir wiehes but ,merel,. intend. it tor Usn' 
t$.lk. wh1eb I bel1eve J: am not very Qt"wr gu11t7 of ~ wlUch I bOJrl less 

Q.1111t1 ot ere I aU1 meJ:i1 yea.rs ~ldel'. 

I will g11'e 7W due 1nrQ~1;1Qn of ()Uf' tutU!"eWOlilJi'.,ooutla ""1l4. 

wishing you g-ood healt-h and • 

A$ e~.l" 1OU7 1I1no.•re fl'l~ 

ona1!d 

J~ .S. 01f>ect as botero 

1.1,. 


