
St. Charles; Ark. July 27th. 1864 

D-$lar ltl,lbby" 

I e,1>.'!>ec't you. w111 look fot' a letter from me lnformlng you 

of our whereebouts ana. whatnbou,ts a~ I oould g1ve you no d.efln1te infol'mQ­

tiOD ooncero1ng ou.r progr:atnme for the future 1n my lr,a~t. e ,ertsyed at 

the mouth o£ ~fh1 tel Hiver three day$ when Qurfleet eQnS1st1ng af t1va 

tr3nsporte arn'l three gt~nboats ste-a.med up the White for the pUrpO,8·6 of 

occup1ng this plaoe. 

Tals great tG~m stande on the first spot of ground above blgh 

w09.ter mark af'ter we leQ'Ve the mouth or the river. H-ere the bluff 1s about 

7.5 feet eJ:)ove the vfater at present a.nd i.s cons0ijuently a very sa1lable 

pl.a.ce to fortify. I.t 1s 90 miles from the mouth o:f the whi te and 25 frGIB 

Ark ••Post, the aeene of our op~,rat.1.,ons n,ea:rly t'l'10 yeaPl,rs a.go. 

jl{e he.~ a very qUiet rid~cotnlfig up h~~re there be,1ng not a houso 

nor plantabUm to be seen 1n the whole tr'1p. The river 1~ rcather shallcl'l 

in pletOeS and the naVle;atlen· d.1.ffle.ul.t. It t00fl u.s $lmosttwo tlaya to 

make the trip; Imd.1ng on the 2't"d 1nst., 

The Brigade haQ net half landed before there were 300 spades at WQ~k 

intrenohlng and. TAe have been as industrious a.~ heavers ever since. The 

deta11 is nO\'V 1nore:aS'ed so that one halt' of us a.re on duty all the time 

being up at -work half of e~,oh night. Yet there is ~l. eheerf'Ul d1sposl t10n 

amoNg the men end we now begin to reel qulte oonf1dent in our ability 

to hold the plaoe against any number that is likely to be sent agalnt aa. 

'Ii!l$ have six ti00d Forts nearly finished. the whole being cQuMoted b,y" ~1tle 

pi ts and. I believe tha.t 2200 of Us can surprise t'~~1oe that number Q·f r.ebs 

1 f they undertake to capture us. 'ibe town 1tBe~f 1 s of no 1mpOrtanee 
.. s'syi t w.' qUi tethere being only three houses: remalnlng. '!*he 13,1 t1zone ' 
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a t'Q'Wtl 'before the war bu1; the l,nha'b1tants are gone and the houses destroyed .. 

The reaSQn for o0cuplng th1e wilderness plaoe 19 to prevent oemmunieet1on 

being Gut Ofr :from the traops at Dave-Is-Blurf and tittle nook. The ¢11mate 

1 s dellghtful I think .1 t f'ull as 0001 as that of my nattVEl at·ate we ha.ve 

a. cool northwest...bre.eze eVi!roy a,t''bernaon whioh seems to put new 11fe into us 

after breathing the malarious atmos~here of Lou1sana. 

The wh1 te ls a. clear p'retty stream larger and Of much more lmporttl.:ooe 

than 1s usually S\~pposed. It is navigable 400 miles at all seasons. 

There are plenty of oatfish in the river whiOh we hook a,ro.metlmes although 

it would be oonsidered la.te in the seas·on for fresh fish at home. Our 

faotl1 ties for mall are no·t· very good. there being no a."egular line. We have 

to send by any bOat that may b~ go'lng down. I dont know when we shall rece1ve 

mall agaln we have Been none sinGe we 1ert Morganza. 

Wo know vert 11 ttle of what 1$ doing In -different p~rts Qi' the oo_tlr~ 

tmt11 ten daye afte.rr date. The holY's say 11 Grant should take lUohmand we 

would not know 1 t unttl we are discharged. I thlnk or 8:.t least am afraid 

there ls not muoh probab111 t1 of learning of that ple,M being taken very 

moon. If we are fortunate we shell he where w·e eanread. news nea.t' horne in 

about four months t1me. Then there will be a short time at least that I shall 

not be obliged to wr1te to a s,cta1n ,ftlen!\ but> ean see and oonverse w1th her. 

I am expeotlng to enjoy the priVilege of reading twa or three letter'lil from 

her wben we get mall again and you shall hear from me often, if l am a long 

distance in the wilderness. 

YOUFB	 truly and affeot1onately
 

Leonard.
 

P,5. Dlreot to the 42nd Regt.
 

Gen. Lee's ~v1ga~e
 

St. Charles·; Ar"k, 

. __ L. 


