REPORT # 616
A SUMMARY OF DENRYARDING CONDITIONS OF THE STATE, 1941

To the sresent time, renersl westher conditions this winter can be de-
findd almosh as srarply as the two peninemles comorising the state. Generel deer-
yarding conditions and deer welfare, in the finel anelyeis, will very likely ad-

her? to two distinct arems, t'e Toper Peninsnla snd the upver half of the Lower
Penineula., For the Unper Peninenla the outlock ig "fair to middlin'." The Lower
Peninsula deer renge will be loocked to with soprehension.

In the west end of “he Unmer Teninsula, the deer remained scattered over
theilr summer range until mid-{spusry vhen there was a definite movement to the
swaips. Subnormal denths of unow in certain sreaes to fourtcen inches of vn-erusfed
snoy in other areas made it noseible for the deer to range in the vieinity of the
yards thug plleviating the nroblen of obiaining food in the wards.

The central nart of the Unper Paninsula,'which is usgually srbject to

heafy enow, experienced & max.mum gnow denth of three feet, 4lthough the deer

werg =ble to move ahout in th: vieinity of the wverds snd westher conditions were
zengrally beftter, reports fron that erea exnress a belief in witneseinc some etar-
vation logses,

The deer in the esg: end of the U. P. were definitely wverded by the last
half of January end remained (n close nroximity tn the yards. The twenty-four inches
of Foft snow did not impede thieir trevel snd, rererslly, thev will fare in good shene

thig reer.

The yarding movemenis of dser in the Lower Paninenls were noticesble ecrly
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fanvery in some localities., By the end of Januery, the deer were in the wicinity
of phe verds to be subiected to eubeequent varfons extreme wenther eonditions, Sub.
nmerp temneratures, deen snow, driving winde, =nd cuttinc emshe, senerstely and in
combination, seoned whet streigth the deer could derive from senerally aver-hrowsed
verfe. Some of ihe deer in yirde where browse ig etill plentiful will see the sprin-

but| as early o Tebruary 10, leer dead from stervation were found. As the winter
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wore on the disccvery of dead deer beceme more freaguent, =nd without doubt, in-

tenpified searches after receling snsw will revesl more siarved deer,
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Two salient factors which helned many deer through the winter were the

Feased lumbering activitie: throuchont the state, and the extremely, strone

L storm of laet fall. The latter blew down zreat guantitiee of browse but

L occurrences are not devendable,
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