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SOUTH MANITOU ISLAND

South Hanitou Islend, T30 and 31N, R 15V is part of Glea Arbvor Township,
anau County, and has am ares of 5,76” acres, of vhich approximately 1,800
sres is State owned. The dook st the Cosst Suard Station is 16.3 miles

sterly from lLeland and & miles nmorthwest of Glem Havenm,

The eastern half of the Island 1s & sand outwash and lake plain lying

rom 10 to 30 feet above luke level with a marrov band of sand dunes across the
rth ond. The western heif of the Island is 2 morsine from o 100 feet at
ast higher than the outwash plain dut the extreme western 1/8% of the Island is
de up of sahd dunes overlying the moraine vhere the two formefions join, and

rieing in places to 200 or more feet above lake Michigen,

There was settlement om the Island prior to 1847 vhen the Genersl Land Office
was made. At present there are about 30 people on the Ieland, the number

ng with the number stationed =t the Coast Guard Station. There are sbout 18
praenent residents.

There are three farms operated at present., The prinmeiple crops are rye and
¢ans for certified seoed trade, oats, corm, hay, tree fruits and beef. Tree fruits
re formerly more important than now. Cattle grase over most of the Island.

The occupled farm dwellings are painted and well kept houses from medium to
pdium large size and the outhulldings consiet of several barnme and sheds generally
painted, There is one set of fairly good wmcant buildings, bdut it is loecated

o8 sand soil hardly worth farming under present conditions. The buildings on the
her unoccupied farme are in too bad condition for habltation without extensive
ipairs or complete redullding.

. There are approximately 16 houses other than government owned coast gusrd and
13zt house bulldings all withia 200 yards of the Coast Guerd Station. These
4ildings are mell % to 7 room size gemerally suitable for year around use. About
irty acres of hardwod timber was logged off within the past 3 or ¥ years but there
i4 no current logging operation om the Island, There is ome commercisl fishermsm
ogerating from the Islend, HNis Doat is for hive during summer months to take
gurists and dusiness peopla to and from the Island between fishing trips. This
is laid wp during winter months,

The chief mesns of commnication is by mail beat which makes two trips
kly, weather permitting, and submarine ceble maintained by the Coast Guard.
Comst Guard also carries panssengers and suprlies on some of their trips to the
for maprlies, The mell and fishing bosts used are small, and harbor
litien are sufficiently poor that travel schedmles are uncertain at the best
ng days of high wind, At preseant there are neither dock facilities or beat
ity to carry sutomobiles or trucke to and from the Izlanmd,

There are no regularly operated stores on the Island where utilitice may be

eigher bought or sold, There i3 ne post offiece at presenmt.




Sottontail rabdits and fox sguirrel were observed on the Island and
definite signs of fox were seen. lnowsiwe rabbits are reported. Fheasants
wore introduced but the planting was not pormanent. Muskrats were reported to
have Bean introduced bBut these furbearers ars not present nov, It is
reported that raccoon ars not present. Deer are not present on this Island,

There is one inland lake covering sbout 50 meres - Lake Florence, or also
called South Mamitou kake, in which black base, pike, and perch fishing is
reported to be fair to good. There is no resort development on this lake
though it has 2 nice sand gravel besmch over much of its mergin and is reported
to bte over 30 fest desp in places. Five ducks were observed on its surface,
two of whish were black duoks. The total length of shore line of this lake is
1.8 milas or 9,680 feet. This entire frontage can De considered as suitadble
for bathing and play beach. Some ilmprovement might be necessary en small
portions of this frontage dut of an inextensive nsture. Of this frontage the
State mow owns about 2600 faet.

The shors lime of the entire isleond is sbout 17.8 miles or 67.760 feet.
Along the Bay on the sast side of this {slend for ? 2/3 miles or 14,080 feet
the sand and gravel beach drops off abruptly within 8 feet of shore to depths
of 3 %o 4 or more feet and grades to 40 or more feot deep less than 100 feet
from shors. Around the rest of the island the drop off iz from 300 to 1,000
feot off shore malking bdeach conditions for the most part safe for small children
or non-swimmers.

There are some stretches of beach where boumlders are under water alomg the
beach but i¢ is not thought that they are in such mumbers to detract seriously
from the Standpoint of bathing.

Along the south side of the island ertending westward from the Coast Guard
Station for 2.8 miles or 14,960 feet is desiradle beach with no escarpment
above for the firet 1/2 mile, then grading upwards to mearly 100 foot high escarp-
ment., This portion of beach is either mow accessidle due to existing roads or
rosds can be comparatively cheaply built to 211 parts.

The remainder of the beach has a2 strip of dunes ramging from 1/? te 3/ of
a2 mile vide between the besch and soil and topography over which roads or
traila can be cheaply Wmilst,

The state mow owns 5,720 feet of frontsge along the Bay hore on the east
side of the Island where water depthe are well adapted to boat landings and »
poorly to swimnming, There is 13,700 feet of State owned frontage along the
north shore of the island vhere some roads ané trails need te be constructed
through dunes in order to make this rather desiradle besch sccessible to the
pudblie from good boat landings,

Thus the total State ovmed frontage is 18,970 feet of lake Michigsm
frontage, vhile the Federal government owne am additional 7,000 feet of
frontage largely aloas the west coast of the Island,

There are no streswms on the Island.



The dominant timber cover of the Islond was originslly and etill remains
hardwood - meple, beach, ash, bireh, hemleck, ste. At present M6E of the arsa
is well stocked with thess speciss with cedar seattered around the lake shore.
Arvound the day a2long the east side of the Island is an srea of sbout 500 acres
or 9.55 of the total Island coversd dowinently with balsam, spruce and cedar
with seattered swemp hardwood and pine epecies. 1,175 acres or ?1.55 has been
cleared and eropped at one time but at present 290 seres or 5.55 is cropped
snd the rest or 16§ is sbandoned, though cattle grase over much of 1.

Approximately 1,000 acres or 19% of the Island is drifting or bdlowing
sand end an additional 1,000 secres is $imbered dumes, not now drifting but
1lisble to future drifting if improperly handled. About 35 of the Islend is
coasial beach or opsm comparastively bare sand adjoining Lake Michigan.

0f the cleared land prodably 1%0 acres not now farmed is good enough to
farm, while 50 to 60 mcres now fermed is poor emough so that special care need
be used $o maintain it in merginal or detter state of productivity.

Thers is no sigalficant seresge otill is timber worth clearing for farming
[purposes.

The s0il and cover of the State-owned deseriptions are indicated cn

jnt tached soil and cover maps. None of the State~owned land is worth clearing
for farming purposes, neither should the already clesred stste descriptioms de
jconsidered nas valuadle for farming purposes. A sizeadle part of this ovnership
consists of shifting send dunes or now stabilived dunes that would be easily
mtarted into shifting again if carelsesly cleared or cut over.

I% would seem that any future expansion on this Island is limited
50 resort or summer home business, expansion of comsereinl fidhing, wome
development of lumbering and possidly some very small smlargement of the
pattle business. Developmeat in sny of these lines depends upon improvement
of transportation facilities to and from the island. It hardly seems that
dmprovement in transportation is possibie without development in resort dusiness
nd vice varsa.

I wonld strongly recomnend that the Stade retain title to the south 3 -

of Wi} See. 9 which has frontage on the inland lake for a park and/or

pablic ssaplane bDase sndd access and slso thet some land that is now clgered and
pleo fairly level be retained for a landing strip both for future Departmeatal
use as well ns the publie. Lamd in the WE of See. 4 or South ! See, 34 should
pe suliable for such purpose.

It nloo might De well to retain title to =11 areas of Bridgmen fine sand
dune sand now in State Ownership so that control cam be maintained over
&ﬂw practices, so thet the stabiliszed dumes (Bridgman fine sand) will be

t from becoming active again as far as pussidle,




1 see no resson why the Uspartment should not encoursge the
erection of ssmmer homes on the Island to the extemt of leasing or eout-
right sale of moderate sized lots slonz the morth side of the Island es
well 22 adjoining the Bay ns long as control over practices that might
start sand drifting again on the bulk of present state owmership is contimmed,

On the other hend perhsns the county would teke over this responsibllity.

There soems little indication that the Island would serve as a worth
while publiec hunting ground. Desr are not present and are not wanted,
especinlly by the Tarmers., Ruffed Grouse are not reported, it seems doubt-
ful that the Islend 1e well adapted to them, and even if present they
would hardly farnish sufficient sport to warrant the long boat trip to
and from the Island,

It seens that the dest possidle new development for the Island wounld
be for samwer home sites and public summer recreationsal uses,

Gash Vonseyr
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11/6/45

Haps atiached -
soil, cover and ownarship.



August 31, 1944, South Menitou

"Some of Cedar area said to Iba owned by State; nearby
senddunes mostly by Ue. S. Bigrest cedars belenpg tec lilssner Estate
(A denghter, lirs. Robin, now resident on Islandj. In BO acres
Ne. of line cvmed Ly State much cedar blew dowm.

VA few of the largest cedars have fallen in the storm of
November 11, 1940, but moést yet stend, The lergest measure 4'
in diemeter. I ssw sbout 50 trees scsling over 2 feet. In the
stand there are alsc very large maple, striped maple, climbing
bittersweet, maidenhair fern, baneberry, etc."
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CRANBROOK INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE

BLOOMFIELD HILLS, MICHIGAN

July 25th, 1945

Mr. P. J. Hoffmaster, Director
Michigan Department of Conservation
Lansing, Micnipen

My dear ir. Hoffmusters

I enclose a map of the south
znd of Jouth Manitou Island which will show the
poeition of the large cedurs. This is traced from
the aeriual pnotogrephs wioce numbers are given on
the sheet. The aistunce to these cezn be covered
easily by cer but it is also & pleasant walk, If
one of your men would be going over during the month
of August I would like to have them inyuire for me
at Leland to fina if I might not go over with nim.

I also enclose an sxtract irom
my notebook of 1944 end & photogruoh muue of the
edge of the cedar grove in 1940. I have no adejuate
photograph of the largest speceimens ol' cedar.

dincerely yours,

. = & SsoSore——

Robsrt T. Hett
Director
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