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~bn board the steamer J. 5, Ppringle
Sun. Noy Bth, 63

Dear Elizabeth.

Although the distance between us continues to incresse
between us, end it is lmpossible to hear from you very often yet my
thoughts hourly return to the frieand who promiced to remember ome who ia
sbeent, Ve left Caird on Tues the 3rd ____ on the cPeamer John J. How,
a first class boat, The priver belng very low it wee deemed unaafe (o
run in the night time. Conseguently we had & pretty long trip to
Nemphis not reaching that plece until Fridey ooon, and after belng ordered
aboard of three diffesrent boats we finslly took passage on this one
yesterday amé at ten o'eloek this morning left the wharf at Memphis
and we are now following the courese of the father of waters.

This boet has but little freight - two hundred soléiers comprising
wost of her losding snd we are having as comfortable & voyage as might
be expected, Ye have very good actcomodations for cooking und sleepling
and my health was nevey better, s blessing which I believe o soldlier
cgn anpreciste better than say other person, 1t i two months to dey
since I left Migh, end 1t seenms to me but as s0 many weeks when I
think of the day I started and if no evil befells me it will be but &
short time befors I ghall retum. It has been my intention to write you
& letter as often as onee & week it will however bhe geversl days befors
1 can mail thiz and I will not finish this at present but will wait
until I ocan mall 1%,

Nov. 10th .63
Ellizebeth, Seated in the cabin of __ . 1 will pen you a few linen,
We have had a pleasant trip thus fap without molestation from the wild
"reba", We left Helens yesterday mora at daylight 1 wos detalled
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as Sergt. of the guard and had quite & ... time with the gusrd
a2 we were passing the most dangerous point in the river the channel
in many pleces belng very narrow snd rebez quite numerous, They
burned a boat only a few miles above _____ river the day before we
pessed but we sew none of them.
We passed Napollem eituated at the mouth of the ., 2t 5 o'cloe
There we passed through & narrow chommsl oy cut-off which hasg been

formed since breaking out of the wer which spaves B miles trevel. -

Lagt night we run until elght-o’clock when we ctopped and took on
wood., I will have to inforsm how the bootmen manage to get on thelipr
wood when they are ghort of hands, The mate cries out plenty of wood
end plenty of whisky for these who wish to work, and there is not
trouble in finding encugh of thst clase a8 you will ____ from what I
have prewiously written,

The wood being soon lésded we Tinished out and anchored in midriver
undeyr cover of gunboat and lay until moming,

We are now psayr Lake Providence sbout J0'miles above Vicksburg
it ie 1 o'clock and Af nothing 111 haeppens to uc we shall bs in the
clty tomight.

The most intaresting event of 10 day has bYeen the recertion on board
of a man whe hee dyriven & __ _ of horses and buggy from Texss e distance

of 300 miles to escape from the of the rebs, He telle a touching

story ¢f his sdventures =a? heir breath escapes. Ye _ with him

a ledy who lives in Mamphis but had been absent {rom homes & year

because the _ would not permit her to retd}n from her visit,
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He hed alse in his care end keeplng two ga persong who hed fled
from the tender mercies of their good msgsg, not however without a closze
pursuit by the useful hound. They tell & very yet touching

tale of their treatment by cld nassa and causes snd olroumsticnces

of their leaving him,

his is indeed 2 moat singuler portiom of tnle . ené for one I
wigh Co be excused frowm spending sny more of my time in it then is neces~
sary to fulflll the contract betwaen myself snd "Sew"., I will swprits
& few lines more when we arrive st Vieksburg, until then good bys,.





