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Report I 969 

r.lJ E co !lip ·,.Led fro!'\ C'oun ty bounty r:Jccrds ~clloc+ ed 
r • Fir1bl t.....~) 1.. tion of cot.m ty record~ VJ ... o :. u1.J:Jle~ 

J vn t · let:.!::. hy tic. Lt. • • r ~ ely on 11&lld in our Gc.ll1c Di vi sio :1 fil c 

c .... ho ec~rlied t~rot:n bount..;; in 1847 :in !-llllsdt.l~.: co..nl\~·, 
,(j., ·-~un~r ·yste in tlicL.i.b-.n \11~!J-nded c. tot<o.l of ~545,569.61. Tie :.jor ' lLL of p!' <~tot"s- tirnter \-Jclf, r-oyote, lynx, bobcr1t (Viildcot), bl•-z' -;:,m .. 1 

.... fv .1ccn t~d tot" slie,l .. lj- less tJ.-r;.,; •.t.lf ~1f this" or ~261;.1033.;.;. hl~r..,~' 
, ·oc,., ·.in•; li!\~k, c-wls, ("<1'" \OJ.l<.':.u:k, ret:;, Bl;bt't'0\&1 rer<J'.Qt.. 

) ... ~ llt'lt'C"US '.tn(..lc.:;.:::iti~d upoci') .. L<cc-::tmted for tnP. remeincar, or 
1. ~ 3b "l" t "-C int' .... tinP, to t.w~c th ... L one county, Io3co, for se ·~rrl 

r.a.' . t ')•mty on ::.he lfi'J.H.kr• t. 

. '... 'ir. t't..l en t ve· .rs, the fox h.::.: LH:-en "'~lspoHsible for the expenoi 1 n·c d 
f cot.'11ty l-,., 1t_y t\mds then t..ny ot.~-r-r ff,f!~~-~G. In the t.hre~) yec. r:; :"ro1l ICIJ.t,~ 

I 

' · ~c.x1".i ~., ~d ~ bcunty on the foy, ~113,342.0~ woo )J£Ll.c on :.,, .t s 
Dt..r:L< t' ::.1 ' ',rl.r ye1..ru of th'~ bouaty, v.oli7es, coyote'5 1 l~:a.x, <:..r.l .. 'IObct.+t 
r .< ·t ed l,, il' th.o cou"lty r~ ~o!"do t:.s "dldcatc") ~ccounted lN' t.~e lt.llc 

.:~ y .. l'"CP'='ir ted. The y£ .... rlJ expeuditur~s of money on these ,pted ... tc.rc 
.. _.:, h..t t e?lec ted t:1ei r- loc~l l opul~tion treJ:lds. Hov:ever, C'Co.DolJ.ic cc;J 

• , ! [.rt.1 ~u1 llrl:r during u .. r :;c~r';, L.l:.;o effected n;mbers bountied. Oor'or-
0.1 11h~ 'J)~rt of influ.,..r,th.l pet"'eionv iu ::.:..r. county occDsionnlly w ... e; re-

i Jlc for ~ bounty on any one s1Hlciea. One co\mty clerk in a northern 
~ r;b~ted ,'j,at & c<.:rta.in 'l'o;mship Suporvlsor o:ace bro'.lght in E' f'~x f'ct pt.:t­

' '1·1 .f·LJ nndl11g thiJ.t. the fox was not lit>ted under animulo on "lhieP 
,., u h' t ~ s we .. ·c &10., pt·e Tailed upon the Bot.rd of Pupe::-viso".:'s t..c pass a Jeparc te 

[

t "'ion for a bounty "I) that he could bounty Uds animaL 

r·r .. .ld in h~ t.di!lin.i..stel"ing or uvunt.y DOU."l ~ies was rampant just l•S it ru 
I ~ ~ \ J.r. :>t:l~l· 01mty systems. C&:;e<; we'!'e :noted where l::ountied enim~la trtrorn 

• \ ¥ r fuse'! Ct. s ':•ere retriGV~CJ ;;.n.l l..j't.in preson ted for peymen t. The CoUi'ty 
Cl 11. ! :1 cnP. s uthero r.:otmty ~.cl'.l ~10'1 he once threw awc.y u numbe!'" cf' s:;_~c.t"row 
l."e.11. r e~r tl:e co~u ty cout'thouse !.tnd le ter ciis.}o•:cred the ::ume boyr. who Louuti( d 
~:ohe ~i,·ris ~ick g them up so t:·:r. t thoy could be tt'.rned in fer pa.;ytllmt tne second 
t,i\'!e Import.;... .ion ut.s cften ev~deut. One <!ounty cled~ in an uppe- IJ"'Ilirlsula 
t10'L-.n .. ~r ray<J bs c.:.n re4Moobci' 'J;bn hawks Wld or.l heads pt.cked ill st.lt \'.cr~ ~hipped 
in [ ... :.- p:syr..o:nt OSIJCCiall.y fr.om ·the ~?'l5..t efi .ch Bu.y ccun t1-y. ,r.ny count~ off ici£.1~ 
~ c ')t.U:H.ieJ \ ·• b t;. higrJl.' fox rJounty "C.hc..n the s11rrounding oomrties l1or-e r..trcnt:,;ly 
u,.. t~ o}-i•1ion tnat t.hey m:re P"'-J:i...or~ for f~x~s tc.:.ken in these neighhoring Ltcttn. 
)nt 1 , .. ~har.n c un t.7 eventuh] ly d:i r;f.!on'dnued 1 ts bounty Ol'! sparrows beec..·lse it, 
+-c.un U:.::.:,'!hi'"t.<lrell were bringing in small birds of ll'.a!ly kinds 6S well a-: rpcr:-otJ • 
Th rnt.:.bUi'ty f m!:r.n:,r persons, :w.c:-l·Jding the bountying officiulfi, to dis .. in$: uish 
l) d.r oe..l lxnmti d t-'ld uobolmti~d ~p~dos h.Eo.s prob<.. bly resulted in lihe (1es truetion 
of . :n v vc..lurLb e oong ~ncl in sec ti vo t•ona bil:'da. · 



h r f Gount~ o~fi<..i.~b ir ~'. r •J''t:id.tlirtdl'i.nt t•l' LO'll ,/ <:1C 
~:" L~C:···s~b.Ct~on v.:.~-~ +:·~ r.yst,•• Of ~he 38 COU•1ties \\.l•.r. fH. 'u • .:.it~ 
t I •• '~t f ~ 'idt..lf; belt~\ .A "JL LJ .... It,Y ru•; ro•dllCI)d !'ox k-"'!J..ll ":('1~'3 ir t·l 't• 

co •· · . , 7 ~l u.ght it of li ~tlr:. VLll.•e, ;;.nd J.3 r.ere 8ii..hel' 11on-co,... it.;.l or 
1 1l.c~1ei for c ."lent. ',;.'l':l nr.,iori~y of the officir...l'l contt.~te'd trru 

r-.,·~. ·: ~· J,V"- on r~corC: <!{~ 1'<-'-vor.I.Il~ t.'lP. 'bounty, but it would h~ int·.:''J .. :ti"'~ ...t 

c • •' t · i r t Jraon"l-1 t•ec.~tionb tJ _.Jh"" c;uest.ion if r.hey were not co~nl 11~.t'i to 
• •• ~ll-'t-Or o: tl•e lor:.l n.v·£>t"3!'l. Sev~rcl. o':' those cont&cted lll v· %P. t.nd 

<1n wty c-o t.i.t:t t:' lled ~-:.t nti.on to t~le inconvenience of ~dmi•d~t~""·,.ng ~he 
cu;rt·Tr i-lith . ts oC:ors Uld hl:.ncling of disq;ree .. ble hef.ds, hiaP.s, etc. 

'l-"J expr di turo ~f !t545, 569.61 by counties alone is & sizeabln mm in z.ny 
!~ .1 u .• { P.. Yf> , i; io undoub-;;~dly a conservut.ive figure because l:,hr:} ta 1.1ty dL t~ 
'oll~. • ~~e~ WEll' i.~cor2pl;)te in nol:.rly ~;.ll, if not t.J~,. counties. In co " r.:ot.ntiec 

H<' ~f .. u i·.ere r vt.ll<:.ble. Qecor,1~~ he·1a a h~bi t of getting lor::.~t, &'ld ir:. • nurr.oo:-
,~ 1-Jlf,ti·-s "<l old£lr records v.cr .. ~uo .:J tr> hcivo b~en d·~stroyed. 

"'o trt.J Ll (jV3 'igl.lre> c~· O"l•.H' b l.· lf mi.!.lion nollsrs ct.ll be <.dded +,h' ~or 1,r tv 
uun. ·XJ:.l.ildc by the st1.t'l on it~ 'xm."lty system. Froti the year ld?t:, -r'rr~r l>"'l1 ·~ca 
HI -P-Jr:t pt.:d on '\':olv~s~ t.he sU..te pt.\d out up t.O Jrut•J.!..ry, . of 1947 l -:.~ o" 
1 >1• ·c Xlmat/)lvj.~l,63911..83.60. Tl'lit~ fi.;ure is c.;onsidercd only approrl3 ') .cf uf.'o 

, . 1"l'lUl~ t (j Bllf in rolmd · '1U"lbars of Cl,500,000.00 which wu.s knofll• (o m ( 
'J .1• l·~t vP.I' 1869 (...nd 1944, pluo t.he monAy e:>."Pended on l':olvec b ~v1ee.1 18,38 
69. tnd on \?Ol\ ~s, ... oJ-ot.e<J) <..'lei bobc.:.ts (upper peninsule only), b~;;l.ec., 
nJ 1946 jnclusive. Ac1dt"l ~ the county bounty tot!.ll to tJ,c..t. pr.ln by t :· 

h.: v~ n t!lt&l ovo.-•..,11 fi&"lr.., of f2,18:5,053 • .31 .. nell over tv.o JJill'\.oi' 

D'-'~pi te '1.~ a vest. sum of money po.id out in the his tory of th~ bounty 
· :- in I.U c~ · ;::'-n, it •·ould be dh fi cult ta pr-ove tbh. t the bounty bus con-
, cti~ or e en aater.ie.lly affe~t.-.:.c, the poptllutioo of £lilY species. '~he t:lr.:!'"!:r 
h~G deer !:..Sed in nUI!Ibers, bulj it. iS t.hought this was la.rge1.y the :.·rsult o( 

·.·o.tiUt.y to withsiibnJ tne en~r.oeclmsnts of civilizat.ion~ &ltl..ough t.he bounty 
.llivc acpc er~~ed this decre&se. The ~ajo~ity of the other species ~~ve 
tucted in nu2b&rs throughout the years, but many have shorn a gonet'cl in-
so, appcn· ntly in spite of th') bountr.. At lel;:.st one species, the '!oyotn, 
1.~':. only ncrel:.fled but ru.s ext.-:ndcd ito r::mge in the stateo 

s ~t-!iached illustrc.te in figures -~he cost of t.h.~ county bounty 
hir;au. Table 1 giVf3S a SUilllU:tdzed histo\.·y of ec..ch countyJ Tcbl~ 

~- in t~1e cost figures o!l the v~·rious specias bowltied.:- Emd Tlible 3 
c .~.kdov.n o i'o.r.: bounties during the t.hrce ye!1rs r ·roc 194~ ·• 46. 

~- F. Switzenberg 
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