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Bsogrondum to the Stafl
Ra: Sumaury of County Bounty Historiss

The informution belew wue compiled from county bounty records collscted
by (isirict CGugie Mentgars, Finel tetmletion of county records wis supple-
mented io seveprdl ifnstinces by date tirscdy on hand in our Game Division flles,

from the time of Lhe earliest krown bounty in 1847 in Hlllsedale county,
sounty bounty systems in Mickd. un exponded & totsl of £545,569.61, The wucjor
spediss of predators - timber wc’t‘, coyote, lynx, bobeat (wildecet), bluck bear,
wnd ffox - accounted for slightly less then %elf of this, or 3264,033.33. Minor
spegion, including hewke, owls, wesuel, woudchuck, rats, sparrows, rensgude
dogsy, and miscelluneous uwnclessified specios accounted for the remazinder, or
S28,536.23, It wis interesting to nole thut one county, Ioaco, for seversl
yorrp hes hud 2 bounty on the muskrut.

Tithdn recent yerrs, the fox he: been rasponsible for the expenditure of
more connty bounty funds then uny other epecles. In the three yexrs from 19/4-

4, whap muay counlties had « bounty on the fox, $113,842.00 wes paid on this
lkl, Durdng thz surly yerrs of the bovaty, wolwves, coyotes; lyax, und bobeate
Aly refecred ts in the county records &8s "wildeats®) socounted for the bulk
tfe money approprinted. The yeurly expenditures of money on these predutors
comewhat reflected their loc:l populztion trends, However, economic con-
di.tipra, perticularly during wer yeurs, aluo affected numbers bountied. Oppor-

gponpible for 4 bounty or sny one species. One county clerk im a northern

v stuted fthut a certain Township Supervisor cnce brought in & fox for puy-
sad aftesr [inding thet the fox was not listed under enimale on which

wies were pald, prevelled upon the Board of Bupervisors ic puass & seperate
resoflution for a bounty ¢o that he could bouaty this animal,

Freud ie the sdminlstering of county bounties wes rempant just as it hus
biasn| in other bounty systems. Cases were noted where bountied animula thrown
into| rafuse ccns vere retrievec and cgiin presented for payment. The County
Clerj in gne sguthern sounty tcld hovw he once threw awey a number of sparrow
hesdp neur the coyaty courthouse sand later discovered the tame boye wio bountled
frds pleking them up so that they could be turned in for peyment the second
Import. tion wus often evident. One county clerk in en upper peninsula
y says be oun remember when hawks snd owl heads packed in salt vers shipped
r payment especially from the Whiiefish Bay country. Many ecounty officiels
unties with & higher fox bounty then the surrounding counties were strengly
a2 oninion that they were peying for foxes teken -in these neighbering eresas.
orthera county eventually dipconcinued its bounty on sparrows beczuse it
Whatehiidren were bringing in smell birds of many kinds &s well &= sperrows.
ability of many persons, including the bountying officiuls, to distinguiah
gen bountied wnd unbountied cpecies has provebly resulted in the cdestruction
of mkny wvsluahle song end insectivorous birds.’




» nupber of county officizls in churgn of sdministering the bounty ex-
yre~aed dissutislaction with ths system. O0f the 38 counties with fox Dbounties
in 1946, 18 officiuls belizved the beunty hes reduced fox populstions in their
comptics, 7 thought it of little vulae, znd 13 were either non-commiticl or
could nobt be resched for comment. The majority of the officisls contucted tims
pot|themsalves on record as fevoring the bounty, but it would be interscting to
cttdin their personasl reactions to the guestion 1f they were not commitied o
public gupport of the loctl system. Several of those contscted in thsese und
nonfboeunty counties cazlled attention to the inconvenience of sdminictering the
boudty, with 1ts odors mnd hundling of disugresuble heads, hides, ete.

he expenditure of $545,509.61 by countiss alone is & sizeabla sum in cay
lenfusge. Yet, 1% is undoubtedly & conservetive figure because the bounty date
sollectad weie incomplete in neerly ell, if not &1l1, countles. In cous counties
ne gats were avelleble. Records have a hebit of getiing lost, end irn & number
of ¢ounties the older records wers kuown to hsve been dastroyed.

To the whove figure of over a helf million dollars cen be udded the bounty
wongy axpended by the stute on its hounty system. From the year 1328, when bounties
wory Tirst pedd on wolves, the stete puild out up to Jenuary,. of 1947 ‘he aum of
apploximately $1,639,483.60, Thnis figure is consideresd only approximite becesuss

14 Jneludea the sum in roumd-numbers of §1,500,000.00 which was known to heve

baep pald betyeen 1808 cnd 1944, plus the money expended on wolves between 1838

vnd| 1869, :nd on wolves, coyotes, znd bobeats (upper peninsule only), between

1945 =nd 1946, inclusive., 4dding the county bounty totul to thet pald by the

state we heve a total ovaru1] figurs of $2,185,053.31 -~ well over two million
doliarst

Despite this vast sue of money pald out im the history of the bounty

sysbom in Michigun, it would be difficult to prove that the bounty has con-
trolled, or even materlally affected, the population of any species. The timber
wolf has decraused in numbers, but it is thought this was largely the result of
fts| inability to withstund the encroechments of civilization, although the bounty
may| have acpgelerated this decrease, The majority of the other species heve
fluptueted In nuasbers throughout the years, but many have shom a general is-
crepse, apparently in spite of the bounty. At leset one specles, the coycte,

heg| not only increzsed but hus extended its range in the state.

The tubles utbached illustrate im figures the cost of the coumty bounty
syshbous in Michigen, Table 1 gives & sumparized history of each county, Teble

2 z| breskdown in the cost figures on the vurious gpecles bountied, snd Table 3
& bpsakdown of fox bounties during the three yeurs from 1944 -~ 46.

D. F. Switzenberg
prsyag
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BOBHTY HISTORY SUMMARY ~ COUNTY ROUNTIES

!
. Yearp Couniy bas bad Tetul Totel imount
County Species Hountied Dounty oo any Specles Yaars Puid ' Remarks
.icone. {Fox sud coyote 19361946 {Coyote) 33 1§ £;350.00 —
Liger holl, coycte, wildeat, crow, 1385 (wolf) <5 ‘—350.0(1
rats, owle, hawks, weasels, 1927 (misc.)
opners, wocdchucks, Souciows, )
Allsgan Fox, hawke, ouls, weasel, rats, | 1899 (sperrows) 24, i7,02G.30
gparrows, "noxious arimels® 1919 (mismc.)
o 194446 (fox)
CLpena Coyote 1945 i
_— - . - — e e B G ‘ -
fat iR Fox 1594446 {Lox) i 3 2,906.00 |
!
Tacenkn '"E' i ]
s A N, PR |
burags Wolf, coyote; boneat, ivax. 1885-1936 (ten species;} 3, i 52 12,260.71
fox, owke, hssks, wwussl, reis
- _— __{BPATTCW3, Wogdcluck ] g
Surey Fex 1943-46 (fox) 4 4,875.00
e
THanzis Coyote, iox 1239 (coyois) 8 4,517.00
. 1946 (fox)
e o 2 SORI. S !
Zeorrden Fox, hawks, owis, crows, spar- | 1921 (miac.) 14 [‘33,048.02
rowe, rats, wessel, woodcimek. | 1946 (fox) I
’ =
" Dranch Fox | 194546 \Eox) 2 i 704.00 |
| ! '
. s | n W 4
Calhoun l?ax b 1943-46 (fox) ‘T & i 2,664.00 i
l i } ]




County l

L

3pecies Bounbled

Years County bes had
Bounty om any Spacles

1915 (unclassified) |

Total
Yoara

- —

Total Anmmt
Paid

e e R

(&aus Fox, sparrowa; rets, woodciucks, 2n § 28,858.56
Crow, OWLA, hawx, weassl, 1945 (fox)
unclassified _ _
(rurlevoix Fox 1844-46 {fox; 5 1,617.00
Glsbeycun " Posslbiy fox, coyoie, & craws | 1918-32 (1) - = —
0w ppewe Fox, wolf, coyote, lynx, bobeet 1891 {wolf) 43 22,811.94
wezgsl, hewk, o®wl, rats, aparvoy 1934 (=clf)
Tiars Coyote 1930-46 (eoyots} ib 40.00
Ciicton Fox, "doga", Taus, BLACCOWS, 26 (misc.) 13 25,192.05
crowa, weodcluck, Jesasl, {enarrown)
o hﬂ.&&y_ = |
Cravferd I '
]
- { siomimal]
falte Wolf, cro¥, rate, sparrows 1829 (3 speciesn) i2
1¢3s {3 spscies)
et 3035400 {gharccus)
exingon Wolf, boboat, coyotie "] 1895 {wolf) T © 450,00+
1928 (wolf) 1025 (woif)
B 1939 (3 apecies)
E-ton fox 1945-46 (fox) 2 25669,00
Tamst Sperrome & crowst 19327 3 o figure
availeble
Caavsee Sparrows 1912 1 Bo figure
Gladain Fox? 1930 « 7 Ko record !
of puyzent
Copebic Bobeai, wolf, iyax, sparrcxa, 18871932 (3 spacies) 46 36,235,12
wnclaspificd
Ge=nd Traversa Fox, crow, sparross | 1533 {aparrows) 5 1,230 59

19""’ 39 fnhﬁp\

1944t (L)~
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County

Speciss SBountied

—

-—r-—;—l-_-_ - - —
Fox, "dogs"

11948-46 (fox)

‘ara County has had
Bounty on eny Bpaclea

193538 (crowe)

$ 1,850.00

Triziate Pox;—woif,Eparrow, TELE; =48, , —36 18,918,797
faoxious birde and animals® (wolf)
- o 1945-4% {fox) e
W Lton Tolf,; bobest, Lynx, fox, owls, 1903 (misa.) 17 21,262.00
hawka, weggel 1918 (misc.)
ep Coyote, crow 1935 {(craw) i7 1,157.40
1946 (coyote)
v ham Fux, sperrcws, rats, misc, 1920-25 {wisec.) 1942-40 ifex) | 19 32,638,928
bountiss 1927-32 (rats)
= . - ats)
wia FJJ.'. 19!,‘2"4.6 (fo:) 5 5,“‘.00
INeo Buzk at 1946 & priorv years L
a YLy x, Wolf, coyote, boboat, 1887 (wolf) |42 30,535.00
fox, weasel, hawks, cwls 1921 (miac.) )
o 1926-/2 (2 ensaies)
neila Fox 194L-46 {Fox} 3 3,745.00
e 'Tr,-,i: o 194546 (Lox) 3 1, 723,00
ATE 200 fox 1943--46 (for) 4, T2715.00
i kagka Fox 13075228 (fox! 2 528,00
" Fox - 1943-46 (fox) A 5,278.00
sensw *‘T-E:SESE;, czyote, wolf, Lyax, fox, (1897-1524 (5 apecios) o 28 13,999.74

owla. hawkas, weagel, rais, crows,

B8p&rIOws, wooduhucks

- - -




—— — -—-—-——-———-—-‘-"l—-‘ ' S o ———— . I
. { Baarkon Bentte Yzarpg Coumty hes hud Total Totel Asount® o :
Lounty ! Ppecias ...-unl_:i::l- - Bounty on shy Species YTeera Peld Reserhs
" S et foxy T — ¢ 775.00 4|
Lenan Fox 194446 (iox) 3 1,837.00 |
avse Fox, wolf, sparrows, rats i895 {mﬁr&:—a—ﬁéceaﬁing_m. 14 4,921.62 - 1
to 1946 on other species
...in_ston Fox 1939-46 8 44490.00
e WolL, coyote, lynx, bobeat, fox, |21892 (wolf) 35 16,791.53
hawka, weasel, rsts, eparrows | 2931 (mise,)
: i 1935 (2 epecies)
rinac Wolfycoyoile, lynk, boboat, 11‘385 (wolf).-1921 37 3,441.25
fux, culs, hawks, crcw, waagel
woodchuck | .
-LibGee
“Inivie Coyote, wilacat, wolf, lynx 19347 7 heported from ve-|
port by W.E.Bergh
- J _ o ne, 31, 1934
on Fox, rats, sperrows, wood- 1521~24,1927-30 (species,3) 11 3,255,738 ‘
cluck 194~46 (fox)
osta Fox, sparrows, rats 1943-45 (fox) 3 3,127.00 |
wines |  Fox, wilaeat (bobout) crows, 1924~29 {fox) ” 170.00
igoohers”, hawk, owl, rats, 1922 + (B species)
= " l fparrows, wWeacel _
lend ' Iynxz, bohtsat 1858-1313 (2 specliea) 16 A5¢,00
sanures Black Lear 1535-40 (bear) N 60,00
oG Mnoxiona® birds end enimsis 1715-15 T 2 306,00 |




‘ : {sare County hag had Total Tatsl Amount .
County | Spealsa Sountled Bouzty on soy Bpecies ! 1aErs Paig Remarks
i Fox A A AER D €2 Z T C,GL7.00 ‘
Hontworency o I |
Euskezon ~ | Fox, sparross, rata, ~rom, 19133 (4 spseies) 20 21,060.34 y
woodeimck, hawks, owls, wesssl
Newayzo Fox, sparrows, weasel, wondw 1926-27 (vats) 194446 (fox | S 5,346,36
chuck, crow, rats 1931, 1933-34 (sparrows)
. 0 {wesssl & fox)
vakliang Fox 194446 3 3,969.50
“reans Ratls, Bparrows 1926-34 (2 sp&iea) 9 54481, 76 i
Cycmaw Sparrows, crow, woodchuck 1553=40 {3 species) 9
Juiomagen Lynx, bobeat, wolf, covois, fox, | 1856-1921 (10 speciss) 73 hdy316.04
nwls, bawkas, weasel, scarirows, 1938-44 {coyote)
B wocdehuok, unclasglified | |
Gscocla Fox; bobeat; rats, Aparrows 1913-14 (bobeat) 7 1,374.72
193C-2% & 1323 (2 species)
- — 19442 ( fax) -
Gacoda Coyote, crow 1938 (2 specles) 7 994,10
1944 {coyete) 3
Cseego - |
T itawe Fox 1943-46 {iox) ) 2,035.00 J
Fresque lsle Boodetmek, erow, awie, hawks 1943-1945, & 1946 (4 sp=iee)| 3 275 .00 ﬁ
rats |
|
loscommen o SN T w— |
|
Saginaw Fox 1946 1 346,00 l



_ y A Tears Gouuty hae bad Total Total Amowmt | g o
Sy SR g it " Bownty on any Species Years Prid =y

SEnilae FoX, Sparrtow, rELS 1912 & 1946 2 & 258.00

Sohooleraft Lynx, wolf, bobest 1233 (wolf) 30 13,468.74

_ fox, hawvica 1520 (4 gpscive)

Slizmeapes Fox 194448 (Fox) 3 2,359.00

§i. Cluir Fox 1946 (fox) 1 96.00

St Joseph Fox ’ 1942-46 (fox) 9,420.00

Tnacola Fox 1545-L6 (fex) ol 1,357.00

iac Bursen Fox, sparvew2, rata, sood- | 1600-02 (sparmw)l%,&-&f:(fax) 21 29.814.09

chuck, wezsel, crow, hswke, 1918.20 (sparreow)
owly e et 18R3-32 (misc.) -
Wamhienaw  _ | Fox 1345-4E 2 1,881,00
Wnyne _— i
|
! R

¥ exford ‘ i

R S NSNS W SRS
?\‘t‘m l l 5545356?.61

L 5-47
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Fox
Timber
Coyote
Lynx
Wildee
Bluck

DFS/ dg

TASLE 2

Major Species Minor Soscies
$121,226.75 Including hawks, owls, weusel,
Wolf 115,788.58 woodehuck, rats, sparrows, muskrat,
1¢, 380,00 renegade dogs, wnd unclassified
8,973.00 riscellaneous speciee.
t (bubcat) 7,605.00
fear 60.00
$264,033.33 $281,536.28
—mtbBLE 3
Tox Bounties 1944-1946 (3 yearn)
Lesy No, Tekem Tota) Cost  No. Counties with Bounties
1944 6,081 #23,500.00 27
1945 11,033 39,970.00 36
1946 13,696 50,372.00 38
30,860 $113,842.00



