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Ple.qli1mlns. La. Feb. lOth. 64 

Dear iSllaabeth 

To day I re·od Y0ur letter' Clontainlng those photots and 

will wr1 te you audthe:- letter. I had been anx;\ously 1.ook1ng for this 

letter for upwards of two weeks and felt almost eertaln 1t twuld oome to da.y. 

I think your plcture 16 very natural and it r~minde me of a few pleasant 

'·.JJ1oment12 I hlave .spent in company w1th the 0Figi.nal. Your sister·ta 1s also a 

g00d picture w1 th the :exoeptions you mentioned and 1 have C;l gOOd mind tGl 

keep 1t. on.ly for the fJ&rt;.ioular. reqti1est Qf II Ellz,aoeth IttQ the oontrary. 

As you will see by date of this we ha:ve not mevedyet and ;i.e 16 now 

said that oup 001.- , haspe1"missl..G),;l tc star here wil th his men during tbe 

summer but I hfu"d.ly er,edl t the t'epol't as yet, tor one I would as soon rema.ln 

here as to sling knapsa.()k tandllma;r'ch ll to tHe f1eld, .. perhaps though it is 

bEHle-use I ha:ve not as mu.oh patri0tislra 80S a sold1ershQuld. have that I 

feel thUE!l. lie hOltleVer ha.ve, been pr~vtle~i!i ~'l1 th So eonslderHble amount of 

marohing andth·1nk w. ought to be excused from wiShing any more. 

YQur wI"Qte that you did notohoose ,to talk 0t'hear much s,ald on the 

subject of war and I ~annot bl~me you it 1s 1ndeed rather disagreeable but 

the thought struok me that my letters must indeed be of little interest to 

you. 1 think how6ver you make all neQ$ssary allowanoes as I think someth1ng 

of the kind. we have mentlaned De,fQre w Our 'business 15 war our companions 

are warriors nearly everything we see pertains to war. loek at a. newspaper 

and you see "War" at the head of' eve 1:7 cQlumn,. the pr1nc.lp'al tQP10 of 

eonvsrsation 11Sl WEll' and r1hat ean a. person write about? ~'lhy ~ most 

oerta1nly. I hope however the dayw'111 c.ome when \'ie shall not be obliged 

to write on this subject bat ean enJoy the pr1vt.lege of Qonversslng on a 

sUbjeot more pleasant. 
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r am not however as sangu.1ne 1n my hopes or expeGtat,1.olllS of the war 

soon endh1g as lllan.Y perl..~on$ are; 1 t 16 a g1g;antlc affair ,amI requ1res 

time to come to a, tertnlne. tlon, our able seoretary of treasury is 

caloulating on a two years struggle yet he m~y not be correot but he 

is a pretty abl@ m&n and good a~thority. 

1ie are hb1.ving 9. pretty int'eree:ting time in this depa.rtment with the 

colored J.0pulatlon tbey are in the trc,:tlsl tlon st~.te at present fx*om 

slavery to freed,.om. It is amusing and yet in m?..ny cases exoites :pi ty 

to set3 and h$cu" them r.ela.te their history. A mulatto hoy Qf lS \lI'lth 

a t'd.fe and one child had been to work for their master dur1n.g the past. 

year with the promise of wages the pa1day d1d not arrive and the boy 

threatened to report the case to the author! ties t1hlch provoked the 

aster to str.ike hIm and then. for fear of behtg reported the li"lorthy 

)(h1t@ oame and aocused the bey of d1s0oed.lenee and theg;1rl his \-11f6 

of theft. a:ncl they Welt'a brought to ja11.'1'hey are quite intelligent 

a,nd ~ieclare th,eir intent-lon or never r'':3turnlng to thel r old master. They 

<:I r6 \trell pleased ~d th the Ianks'8s. The glrlexp:ressed herself in t,h1s 

way. II Lor bless em dey is done to much for the black people, dey will 

all go to heaven suaru • 

Similar 6Kpresions may be heard nea~ly every dll,y. They are certainly 

an unfortunute ~ace and it 16 very doubtfUl whether rre!~~ will better 

the Qondltlon of the present ganeratlon. 

I think by the t;ame of ymtr letters you enjoy yourself In your 

sohool and i.oIJish you aJ.l the enj0yment passible E3.1!l I believe 1 t a prl vilege' 

peculiar to;(i1::lt we term AmerlM in other wor8.sQuI' ., nQ:c~b. 

I dGnt think Jul1a did ~Qther hardly ju~tloe 1n her remarks con­

c.ernlng our t'eturn home after g;oin~ vl~3i ting. Mother Baia but very 

Ii ttleto my knowledge on the sUbjeot and 'what she did say I thought 
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was "far ir'om II scold.lng ll therefore I th1nk Julia was laboring under a 

m1,aaprehens1on al1& ought not to have b~'cm so hasty in decld,1ng. .Elizabeth 

n$ver should, have sa.ld thiS muGh in cc;mt,J'S,dle1tlQt1 to what my ,slate,!' 

has sald to ali\.Y(i1.lne else. It \lIas lo~; fafter bed time 1~ihe:n I oommenced thts 

letter fu~d must now be u&arly midnight and as thi.s sheet i~ pretty full 

will close. lily thanks for your Photo. I w11l enelose your sisters as 'per 

re-que;st and '\itsh her a pleasm:.\,t journey and safe l:'€turn, a..t' 'tel'" her adventure 

in __...._ 

HO s t truly your _..... - 1'?v1.etl,Q. 

Leonard 


